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The  objects  of  this  association  are  (a),  to  promote  and 
encourage  bicycle  riding  for  business,  pleasure  and  health; 
^b),  to  protect  and  defend  the  rights  of  wheelmen  who  are 
members  of  this  association;  (c),  to  encourage  and  facili- 
tate touring  at  home  and  abroad;  (d),  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage and  enforcement  of  laws  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  highways  and  bicycle  paths;  to  promote  a 
fraternal  spirit  among  its  memers  by  frequent  meets  and 
reunions. 

We  are  here  to  stay!  We  do  not  propose  to  lower  our 
flag  so  long  as  there  remains  with  us  one  of  the  old  guard 
to  pull  on  the  halyards. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-clasa 
advertisiug  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  ta 
men.     Our  rates  :-$lM  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  ^1.00  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  Marrh  10,  1904,  at  the  Fost  Office,  at  Bostoa 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  '       ^"^'^^ 


Vol.  g.     No.  I  MARCH,  igii  5  Cents 


ENTER  VOLUME  NINE. 


If  this  issue  should  appear  dislocated,  out  of  joint 
and  painful,  it  may  not  be  wondered  at,  for  it  can  be 
no  other  than  a  sympathetic  strike.  On  the  eighth  of 
last  month,  at  a  very  late  hour  in  the  evening,  the 
editor  was  on  a  high  step  looking  for  a  supposed 
leak  in  the  Avater  pipes.  In  another  moment  he  had 
made  a  high  and  lofty  dive  and  was  on  a  hard  cement 
floor.  He  was  a  pretty  dirty  specimen  of  humanity 
when,  after  a  supreme  effort,  he  got  upon  his  feet, 
but  the  dirt  upon  his  clothes  was  a  trifle  compared 
with  a  dislocated  shoulder.  The  doctors  got  it  in 
place  and  the  editor  was  put  to  bed.  That  accounts 
for  his  absence  from  the  oflice  and  for  another  hand- 
writing on  the  books  and  tickets  and  for  anything 
disjointed  in  this  number. 


The  best  place  for  a  boil  is  in  some  other  place. 
Now  if  it  had  been  our  left  shoulder  our  right  hand 
would  have  had  fun  with  a  pen  while  it  was  getting 
well,  but  it  was  our  right  shoulder,  which  proved  to 
be  the  wrong  one. 


1 


2  BASSETT'S  SCRAP  BOOK 

Twenty-four  years  in  the  service  of  the  L.  A.  W, 
and  not  a  day  lost  from  work  on  account  of  sick- 
ness. (We  shall  not  forget  to  knock  on  wood.) 
This  little  affair  does  not  count  and  the  record 
stands.  Twas  not  a  case  of  sickness  for  we  were 
never  in  better  health.  As  you  are  reading  this  we 
hope  to  be  doing  business  as  usual. 


It  may  be  that  League  business  will  be  conducted 
at  the  Newtonville  branch  for  a  few  weeks  yet. 


John  E.  Harder,  Clearfield,  Pa.,  one  of  our  old 
timers,  is  no  longer  with  us.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Pennsylvania  for  many  years.  We 
have  pleasant  memories  of  him  as  far  back  as  1886 
and  his  renewal  of  membership  always  came  with  a 
message  of  good  cheer. 


George  T.  Bush,  of  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  who  made  a 
tour  of  the  world  last  year,  traveHng  with  Karl  Kron 
for  a  portion  of  the  way,  is  writing  a  book  giving  his 
experiences  and  many  pleasant  stories  of  the  trip. 


Reminiscences  of  the  days  when  high  wheels  were 
popular,  when  bicycle  riding  as  a  sport  and  a  pas- 
time was  at  its  height  and  the  telling  of  stories  of 
long  trips  taken  awheel  were  the  interesting  features 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Division 
of  L.  A.  W.,  held  last  month  at  the  Narragansett 
Hotel,  Providence,  R,  I. 

Twenty-one  members  were  present  at  the  dinner 
and  most  of  them  were  wheelmen   as  far  back  as 
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1887.  Richard  E.  Hamlin,  who  has  ridden  50,000 
miles  on  a  "bike,"  was  there,  and  so  was  his  nearest 
rival  for  a  long-distane  ride,  George  L.  Cooke,  who 
has  pedalled  within  400  miles  of  Mr.  Hamlin's 
record. 

The  officers  re-elected  were;  Chief  Consul — ^John 
H.  Barrett;  Vice  Consul — Robert  A.  Kendall;  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer — Nelson  H.  Gibbs;  Represen- 
tatives— Fred  C.  Healy,  C.  E.  Parkhurst  and  James 
Ward. 

Among  those  who  attended  the  annual  meeting 
w-ere:  John  H.  Barrett,  A.  H.  Sanborn,  Arthur 
Martin,  Richard  E.  Hamlin,  T.  P.  Himes,  Henry 
Corp,  E.  C.  Parkhurst,  George  L.  Cooke  and  Nelson 
H.  Gibbs,  all  of  Providence;  ex-Senator  Erskine, 
Arnold  Pick,  Dr.  I.  L.  Denham,  Fred  RatcHflfe,  R. 
A.  Kendall,  all  of  Pawtucket;  C.  E.  Rounds  and 
James  Ward  of  Pascoag,  Fred  Atwater  of  Bridge- 
port, J.  J.  Hunt  of  Wakefield,  H.  N.  Francis  of 
Cranston,  H.  L.  Perkins  of  Auburn  and  Fred  E. 
Newell  of  Central  Falls.  Rhode  Island  is  always 
awake  when  the  wheelmen  get  together. 


Milo  Belding,  Jr.,  and  Geo.  B.  Woodward  have 
been  touring  in  Florida.    Perhaps  on  bicycles. 


An  enforced  vacation  is  anything  but  restful.    We 
have  been  there  and  could  write  a  book  about  it. 


'Where  did  you  get  the  inspiration  for  your  dream 
of  fair  women?"  "I  fell  asleep  over  a  magazine,"  ex- 
plained the  famous  poet.  'T  had  just  been  looking 
over  the  corset  ads." 
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IF. 

If  you  can  keep  your  head  when  all  about  you 

Are  losing  theirs  and  blaming  it  on  you; 
If  you  can  liust  yourself  when  all  men  doubt  you, 

But  make  allowance  for  their  doubting  too: 
If  you  can  wait  and  not  be  tired  by  waiting, 

Or  being  lied  about  don't  deal  in  lies, 
Or  being  hated  don't  give  way  to  hating, 

And  yet  don't  look  too  good,  nor  talk  too  wise; 

If  you  can  dream  and  not  make  dreams  your  master; 

If  you  can  think — and  not  make  thoughts  your  aim. 
If  you  can  meet  with  Triumph  and  Disaster 

And  treat  those  two  impostors  just  the  same, 
If  you  can  bear  to  hear  the  truth  you've  spoken 

Twisted  by  knaves  to  make  a  trap  for  fools, 
Or  watch  the  things  you  gave  your  life  to,  broken, 

And  stoop  and  build  'em  up  with  worn-out  tools; 

If  you  can  make  one  heap  of  all  your  winnings 
And  risk  it  on  one  turn  of  pitch-and-toss, 

And  lose,  and  start  again  at  your  beginnings 
And  never  breathe  a  word  about  your  loss; 

If  you  can  force  your  heart  and  nerve  and  sinew- 
To  serve  your  turn  long  after  they  are  gone, 

And  so  hold  on  when  there  is  nothing  in  you 
Except  the  Will  which  says  to  them:  "Hold  on!" 

If  you  can  talk  with  crowds  and  keep  your  virtue, 

Or  walk  with  Kings — nor  lose  the  common  touch, 
If  neither  foes  nor  loving  friends  can  hurt  you. 

If  all  men  count  with  you,  but  none  too  much; 
If  you  can  fill  the  unforgiving  minute 

With  sixty  seconds'  worth  of  distance  run, 
Yours  is  the  Earth  and  everything  that's  in  it, 

And — which  is  more — you'll  be  a  Man,  my  son! 

— Rudyard  Kipling,  in  American  Magazine. 


We  used  to  ask,  "Why  do  people  go  to  a  bicycle 
show  when  they  can  see  the  same  thing  in  the  win- 


BASSETT'S  SCPIAP  BOOK  5 

(lows  along  cycle  row?"  We  never  had  a  satisfac- 
tory answer,  nor  will  we  ever  find  out  just  why 
crowds  flock  to  an  auto  or  an  aviation  show.  Per- 
haps they  go  to  see  each  other. 


Old  Winter  has  begun  its  March.     Now  get  out 
your  wheel. 


Boston  Bicycle  'Club — The  annual  dinner  of  the 
Boston  Bi  Club  was  indulged  in  at  the  club  rooms 
of  the  Boston  Yacht  Club,  Rowe's  Wharf,  on  vSatur- 
day  evening,  February  ii.  A  goodlie  company  as- 
sembled and  all  prepared  for  a  grand  time.  The 
feast  was  first  class  in  every  respect.  Something 
like  a  shadow  hung  over  the  ceremony  owing  to  the 
death  on  the  previous  day  of  Frank  W.  Weston,  the 
"Father  (colloquial  Papa)  of  Bicycling"  in  America, 
but  this  was  not  allowed  to  check  the  kindly  feeling 
and  good  fellowship,  always  present  at  gatherings 
of  our  oldest  cycling  club.  Another  absentee  w^as 
the  veteran  Secretary  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  Abbot  Bas- 
sett,  who  was  prevented  coming  by  a  recent  acci- 
dent. 

A  few  years  ago  at  the  Wheel  About  the  Hub, 
Capt.  Kendall  suggested  taking  a  group  picture  of 
the  five  "old  men"  of  the  club,  saying:  '"We  may  not 
get  another  chance."  Then  posed  before  the  camera 
Weston,  Woodward,  Reed,  Pitman,  Bassett.  Well, 
they  haven't  had  another  chance,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion but  one  of  the  five,  Charlie  Reed,  was  able  to 
answer  "Present."     The  picture  can  be  had  by  any- 
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one  who  may  think  it  worth  half  a  dollar.  We  will 
supply  it. 

Forty-two  sat  at  table.  C.  J.  Obemayer  was  the 
only  one  who  came  over  from  New  York.  Geo.  L. 
Cooke,  Thomas  P.  Himes  and  H.  L.  Perkins  came 
from  Providence,  and  Elmer  Whitney  ran  down 
from  New  Hampshire,  and  W.  L.  Lockhart  repre- 
sented Philadelphia. 

The  post  prandials  were  especially  fine.  Judge  J. 
S.  Dean  paid  a  fine  tribute  to  Weston.  For  many 
months  preceding  the  demise  of  the  old  veteran, 
Judge  Dean  cared  for  him  and  provided  the  comforts 
of  life  that  he  would  otherwise  have  had  to  do  with- 
out. He  finally  got  him  into  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Home  where  he  passed  away. 

Quincy  Kilby  read  a  versified  description  of  the 
Wheel  About  the  Hub. 

A.  A.  Merrill  made  a  very  interesting  talk  about 
aviation,  illustrated  with  stereopticon  pictures. 

Fred  Kendall  opened  a  budget  of  humorous 
stories  which  kept  the  party  in  good  humor. 

It  was  a  very  merry  time,  and  although  the  lapse 
of  years  brings  many  vacant  chairs,  and  old-time 
faces  are  missed,  this  but  knits  the  survivors  more 
closely  together  and  breeds  a  spirit  of  carmaraderie 
that  is  dehghtful  to  entertain. 


Daytona,  Fla.,  claims  to  be  the  greatest  bicycle 
town  in  the  world.  Our  member,  Francis  Rodman 
of  Concord,  Mass.,  who  takes  his  wheel  down  there 
every  year,  writes  us  that  "Graham  Thompson,  pro- 
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prietor  of  the  bicycle  livery  opposite  the  yacht  club, 
has  been  obliged  to  telegraph  for  more  wheels  to 
keep  up  with  the  increasing  calls.  Tourists  are  now 
pouring  into  the  city  by  every  train,  the  tide  having 
turned  from  the  South,  and  as  the  bicycle  is  again 
growing  in  popularity,  there  is  a  constantly  increas- 
ing demand  for  wheels,  many  visitors  using  this 
means  of  getting  about  the  city  and  viewing  points 
of  interest,  at  the  same  time  enjoying  the  healthful 
exercise."  Seems  to  us  that  it  was  somewhere  in 
Florida  that  they  located  the  Fountain  of  Youth.  It 
seems  to  be  working. 

April  renewals  are  due  next  month.  You  save  us 
2  per  cent,  if  you  send  before  you  get  your  renewal 
notice.     Better  push  it  along. 


Weston  was  first  in  many  things,  and  now  we  note 
that  he  is  the  first  one  of  the  "Five  Old  Men"  of  the 
Boston  Club  to  break  ranks. 


The  proposition  of  General  T.  Coleman  Du  Pont, 
president  of  the  Du  Pont  Powder  Company,  to  build 
a  great  modern  highway  the  entire  length  of  Dela- 
ware, has  assumed  concrete  form  following  a  lengthy 
conference  which  the  multi-millionaire  had  with  Ex- 
Atty.  General  Richards.  General  Du  Pont  said 
he  had  decided  to  bear  the  expense  of  constructing 
the  best  road  in  the  United  States.  It  will  cost  ap- 
proximately $2,000,000  and  will  be  a  boulevard  with 
spaces  for  the  installation  of  all  public  utilities.  This 
will  mean  a  higfhway  probably  150  feet  wide.    It  will 
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run   from   Claymont,   Del.,   to    Selbyville,   Del.,   103 
miles.     It  will  be  completed  in  two  years. 


Death  of  Frank  W.  Weston — In  the  death  of 
Frank  W.  Weston  the  cycling  world  has  met  with  a 
loss,  the  like  of  which  it  has  not  experienced  in  mahy 
years.  He  was  our  Grand  Old  Man.  Rich  in  experi- 
ences, of  a  kindly  heart  and  a  lovable  disposition. 
Recognizing  him  as  the  Father  of  American  cycling 
his  paternal  title  was  soon  abbreviated  to  'Tapa/' 
and  the  longer  word  passed  out.  The  cyling  world 
knew  and  loved  Weston,  but  none  knew  him  better 
nor  appreciated  him  more  than  those  who  were  his 
associates  in  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club,  which  he 
helped  to  organize  and  of  which  he  was  Secretary 
for  many  years.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  the 
L.  A.  W.  Was  a  Vice-President  for  two  terms  and 
was  President  of  the  Pioneers  at  one  time. 

He  w^as  not  the  first  to  ride  the  wheel  on  this  side 
of  the  water,  but  he  was  the  first  man  to  see  a  great 
future  for  cycling  in  this  country  and  to  set  on  foot  a 
movement  to  exploit  the  new  vehicle  and  to  organize 
those  who  went  in  for  the  new  sport. 

Frank  William  Weston  was  born  at  Oxford  Ter- 
race, London,  W.,  England,  July  13,  1843;  was  edu- 
cated at  private  schools,  and  was  graduated  at  Doc- 
tor Pearce's,  Westbourne  Grove  School.  He  then 
became  an  articled  pupil  with  James  H.  Rowley,  an 
architect,  pupil  of  Sir  William  Tite,  and  afterwards 
architect  to  the  city  of  London.  As  an  articled 
pupil  he  had  to  pay  £500  premium  and  serve  without 
compensation.     He    remained    with    Rowley    for    a 
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year  or  more,  and  then  established  himself  in  a 
modest  way  on  his  own  account. 

He  came  to  America  in  1866.  arriving  in  Boston 
June  I,  after  a  stormy  passage  of  45  days  in  a  sailing 
vessel.  _ 

He  worked  as  an  architect  in  Boston  and  Portland' 
for  several  years  and  in  1877  we  find  him  starting 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  hired  the  whole 
upper  floor  of  the  George  C.  Richardson  Building  at 
178  Devonshire  Street,  Boston.  He  selected  rooms 
for  himself  and  sublet  the  rest.  There  was  one  very 
large  room  for  which  he  could  get  no  customer.  The 
bicycle  was  just  coming  in.  The  two  bicycles  sent 
over  for  exhibition  at  the  Philadelphia  Centennial  in 
1876  had  sent  the  thoughts  of  many  people  in  the 
direction  of  the  wheel  and  now,  in  1877,  Chandler, 
Dalton  and  other  Pioneers,  were  riding.  It  occurred 
to  Weston  that  this  large  room  would  make  a  good 
bicycle  riding  school,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the 
wheels  were  spinning  and  luckless  riders  were  taking 
headers. 

This  was  the  first  entry  of  Weston  into  the  sport 
of  bicycling.  During  his  career  as  an  architect  he 
acted  professionally  upon  many  public  and  private 
buildings  in  and  out  of  Boston.  One  of  his  most 
notable  works  was  the  Massachusetts  Insane  Hos- 
pital at  Worcester,  one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
substantial  buildings  in  the  State.  This  great  build- 
ing has  a  water-table  one  mile  and  twenty  feet  in 
length,  a  dimension  which  has  not  often,  if  ever, 
been  exceeded. 
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In  the  domain  of  cycling  he  was  a  pioneer  in  many 
undertakings.  He  established  the  first  importing^ 
house  for  bicycles  in  America.  It  was  first  known  as 
Cunningham,  Heath  &  Co.,  the  two  men  whose 
^ames  appear  being  the  financial  men  of  the  firm. 
I^ater  the  firm  was  incorporated  as  the  Cunningham 
Co,  The  firm  did  a  good  business  for  many  years 
until  the  American  bicycle  improved  and,  protected 
by  a  tariff  of  35  per  cent.,  drove  the  English  wheel 
out  of  the  market. 

He  started  the  first  bicycle  paper  in  America — The 
American  Bicycling  Journal,  first  issued  Dec.  22, 
1877. 

He  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  first  bicycle 
club  in  America — ^The  Boston  Bicycle  Club,  Feb.  11, 
1878,  14  members. 

He  was  the  first  and  only  representative  in 
America  of  the  C.  T.  C,  of  England,  originally  the 
Bicycle  Touring  Club. 

He  was  the  earliest  Starter  of  the  bicycle  races  in 
the  early  days  of  wheeling  and  he  started  all  the 
races  of  that  time. 

He  started  the  first  one  hundred  mile  bicycle  club 
run  and  also  the  first  hundred  mile  tricycle  club  run 
held  in  this  country. 

He  organized  the  first  club  run  and  extended  tour 
of  any  accredited  body  of  cyclists  in  America.  It  was 
on  May  22,  1880,  that  five  members  of  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Club  (called  the  "Fortunate  Five"),  consist- 
ing of  Frank  W.  Weston,  Josiah  S.  Dean,  T.  N. 
Hastings,  of  Boston;  Dr.  J.  F.  Adams  of  Worcester 
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and  G.  C.  Thomas  of  Harrisville,  Pa.,  started  on  a 
bicycle  run  and  tour  through  Great  Britain.  They 
were  received  with  lavish  hospitality  by  the  wheel- 
men of  our  Mother  Country.  The  kindly  welcomes 
and  the  whole-souled  greetings  of  our  English 
cousins  to  the  visitors  have  set  a  mark  for  their  de- 
scendants which  it  is  hardly  likely  will  ever  be 
equalled.  The  five  wheeled  together  in  England  for 
forty-five  days.  It  was  a  source  of  some  regret  to 
Weston  that  the  L.  A.  W.  was  organized  at  New- 
port during  his  absence  on  this  tour  since  he  coul^ 
not  count  presence  at  Newport  as  one  of  the  events 
of  his  cycling  career. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1879,  Weston,  ^"  ^^^~ 
junction  with  the  late  Charles  E.  Pratt  and  the  late 
Edward  C.  Hodges  participated  with  forty-five 
others  in  the  first  Wheel  About  the  Hub,  which  has 
since  been  made  an  annual  fixture  of  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Club. 

After  leaving  the  cycle  business  Weston  went  back 
to  architecture  and  has  engaged  largely  in  specialty 
work.  He  tried  his  hand  at  houseboats,  but  America 
was  not  in  the  mood  for  such  things;  and  of  late 
years  he  has  given  his  attention  to  designing  bunga- 
lows. Mis  own  home  at  Savin  Hill  was  one  of  the 
early  bungalows  of  Boston.  Many  of  us  have  very 
pleasant  memories  of  the  hospitable  home  of  the^ 
Westons.  The  house  was  from  plans  drawn  by  Wes- 
ton and  it  was  decidedly  unique  and  "Westonesque." 
It  overlooked  Boston  Bay  and  the  front  yard  was  the 
wave-washed    shore.      Openhanded   hospitality    was 
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the  rule  of  the  house  and  "Welcome"  and  "Come 
again"  were  the  greetings. 

Weston's  death  occurred  after  a  long  illness. 
During  the  last  months  of  his  life  he  was  helped  and 
comforted  by  his  old-time  friend,  Judge  Dean  of  the 
Boston  Bi  Club,  Avho  secured  for  him  a  place  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Home.  Here  he  passed  away  on 
Friday,  February  loth.  The  funeral  took  place  on 
Sunday,  the  12th,  and  was  attended  by  some  thirty 
members  of  the  Boston  Bi  Club.  A  large  floral  star 
(reproducing  the  club  emblem)  was  sent  by  the  club 
as  a  contribution  to  the  floral  decorations.  The  re- 
mains were  cremated.  When  Mrs.  W^eston  died  her 
body  was  cremated  and  the  ashes  were  retained  by 
her  husband.  It  was  his  wish  that  upon  his  death  he 
should  be  cremated  and  the  ashes  of  husband  and 
wife  be  commingled  and  spread  upon  the  grass 
growing  upon  one  of  the  spots  where  in  their  love 
life  they  often  enjoyed  happy  moments. 

Thus  passes  from  our  life  one  of  the  most  lovable, 
most  unique  and  most  potential  men  that  cycling  has 
known.  He  never  spoke  unkindly  of  anyone.  He 
will  be  missed  from  our  circle  when  wheelmen 
gather,  but  he  will  always  have  a  warm  place  in  their 
memories. 


'T'ni  going  to  be  your  hub,"  remarked  the  young 
carriage  builder  at  the  altar. 

"Yes,"  said  his  blushing  partner,  ''and  Fll  supply 
the  spokes." 

"And  I,"  added  the  clergyman,"  am  the  tie-r. 
Wheel  now  proceed  with  the  ceremony." 
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Hotel  Clerk — 1  found  that  ''Not  to  be  used  ex- 
cept in  case  of  fire"  placard  those  college  boys  stole 
out  of  the  corridor. 

Manager — Where  ? 

Gerk— They'd  nailed  it  up  over  the  coalbin. 


Patient — Doctor,    I   am   troubled  with   cold   feet. 
What  do  you  suppose  caused  them? 

Doctor — Cold  weather.     One  dollar,  please. 


"Don^t  run  after  a  street  car  or  a  woman,"  says 
one  cheerful  optimist,  ''another  will  be  along  in  a 
few  minutes." 


ANNUAL  ELECTION. 

Inview  of  the  fact  that  in  no  case  is  there  more  than  one 
nomination  for  the  office  of  Representative,  it  seems  un- 
necessary to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble  of  an  election 
by  mail. 

In  pursuance  therefore  of  the  authority  invested  in  me, 
I  now  declare  the  several  members  who  have  been  nomi- 
nated, to  be  duly  elected,  and  I  am  anxious  that  as  many 
as  are  able  to  arrange  their  plans  to  that  end  will  attend 
the  National  Assembly  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1911. 

Fraternally, 

Fred  Atwater, 

President. 


PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


We  are  sending  out  a  45-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  club  prices  and  discounts 
on  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
it  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it.  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
zines stand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.     The  club  idea  pre- 
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dominates  and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
us  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines 
where  we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscription 

List.  Our  Price. 

American  Magazine    $1.50  $1.25 

Bicycling   World    2.00  1.75 

Century  Magazine    4.00  3.85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7.00  5.60 

Current    Events    40  -35 

Good  Roads  Magazine   i.oo  .90 

Green  Bag  3.00  2.65 

Horseless  Age    2.00  1.75 

Life       5.00  4.50 

Motor  Boat  2.00  1.75 

Out-Door  Life    1.50  1.35 

Philistine       i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.00  4.50 

St.   Nicholas  (renewal)    3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
are  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  unless  two  or  more 

are  taken.  These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  each  magazine. 

List.  In  Clubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine   $1.80  $1.10 

American    Boy    i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine    1.50  i.oo 

Atlantic   Monthly 4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine  1.50  i.io 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.35 

Bookman        2.50  2.40 

Book  News  Monthly  i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School   i.oo  .85 
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List.  In  Clubs. 

Primary  Education  1.25  i.io 

Recreation 3.00  1.7S 

Red   Book    1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews 3.00  1.75 

St.  Nicholas  (new)   3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new) 3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set 3.00  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine 1.50  i.io 

Suburban    Life 3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  .85 

Technical  World   1.50  i.io 

Vogue      4-00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion  1.50  i.io 

World   Today 1.50  i.io 

World's   Work    3.00  1.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scribner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers*  prices. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 


Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


*'The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance" 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  on© 
who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


RBGULJLK  IMPSOVKD 

ISot  like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

2^0  cotter  pins  or  other  devices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.  Send 
itts  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.  We  will  fit  a  CJolHmbl* 
Jfut  to  it— FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn, 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 

UNCOLN 


Suspenders  Garters 

Belts 

1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treasurer 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL. 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magazine  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  fiisNclass 
advertlsmj,^  medium  for  bicycles  and  s»udries.  Also  for  aiiythinl  usefS  tS 
men      Our  rates  :~3\M  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -oustoa 

Vol.  g.     No.  2  APRIL,  igii  5  Cents 


Life  is  a  thing  at  one  time  subject  for  malediction 
and  at  other  times  gives  cause  for  other  outbursts 
of  the  same  sort.  It  was  the  printer  that  fell  down 
this  timic  and  it  was  a  fire  in  the  printing  office  that 
threw  him.  Hence  we  are  late  and  the  delayed  issue 
for  April  will  not  lag  far  behind  that  of  May.  As 
events  of  the  kind  we  have  seen  sometimes  go  in 
groups  of  three,  we  are  looking  for  the  next  one. 


AFTER  THE  FALL— AT  DESK. 

Now  what  do  you  think  of  that  for  a  heading?     Is 
it  not  a  little  too  c.  erlastingl}'^  personal? 


Way  back  in  1872,  w^hen  Esstee  was  running  a 
local  paper,  the  late  B.  P.  Shillaber  (Mrs.  Parting- 
ton) said  t-^  him:  "Don't  talk  to  your  personal 
friends  in  your  editorials.  Remember  that  you  serve 
the  great  public  and  that  the  g.  p.  doesn't  care  a 
rap  for  your  private  and  personal  afifairs." 


There  was  a  good  bit  of  truth  in  what  he  said- 
then;  but  thiuQ-s  are  different  now.     The  S.  B.  has 
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a  field  exclusively  its  own,  and  its  editor  has  the 
feeling  that,  when  he  sits  down  to  make  his  monthly 
output,  he  is  having  a  sort  of  cozy  chat  with  a  group 
of  personal  friends,  every  one  of  whom  he  knows 
and  is  personally  interested  in  and  every  one  of 
whom  knows  Esstee  and  is  only  too  glad  to  know 
of  his  doings,  of  what  he  is  interested  in,  and  what 
he  has  to  say. 


It  is  indeed  an  unusual  and  unique  situation.  Are 
there  many?  Is  there  another  journal  that  occupies 
quite  such  a  place  in  such  an  extended  territory? 
When  we  discover  the  other  we  shall  certainly  stir 
up  the  editor  to  unite  with  us  in  a  League  of  editors 
who  deal  not  with  strife  and  send  out  no  other  than 
messages  of  good  cheer  to  those  we  know  and 
highly  esteem. 


The  arm  that  once  was  powerless  and  hanging  by 
our  side  is  strong  enough  to  shovel  coal  and  wield 
a  pen  beside.  That  applies  to  the  date  when  you 
shall  read  it  (April  15).  We  are  setting  it  down, 
March  20,  when  there  is  still  a  little  pain  left  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  our  anatomy. 


Such  untoward  occurrences  answer  a  question 
that  a  fellow  often  puts  to  himself:  "Why  should  I 
keep  on  paying  for  accident  insurance  when  acci- 
dents never  come  my  way?"  We  have  enjoyed  the 
fruits  of  perseverance,  and  the  doctor  will  not  have 
to  wait  for  his  monev. 
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A  dislocated  limb  is  more  painful  to  one's  sell 
than  to  his  neighbor,  but  how  about  a  dislocated 
mind  that  writes  of  fall  while  it  is  yet  spring? 


Our  mail  has  been  heavy  with  letters  of  sympathy 
and  cheering  consolation.  We  would  like  to  answer 
every  one  persona-lly  but  the  injured  arm  forbids 
more  than  the  regular  work.  Our  friends  can  well 
believe  that  their  kindly  messages  and  rhetorical 
bouquets  have  been  appreciated  and  have  been  a 
potent  influence  to  strengthen  the  tie  that  binds  us 
to  the  many  deHghtful  friends  that  have  come  to  us 
awheel. 


But  there  is  another  thought  that  comes  home 
forcibly  to  a  fellow  and  that  is:  What  an  obUgation 
and  a  duty  to  make  good. 


It  isn't  a  coincidence  but  just  a  happen  so  that 
our  member,  Alvah  G.  Fisher  of  New  Haven,  sends 
us  an  advertisement  recommending  ladders,  good 
and  tall,  for  those  who  would  climb  up  to  heights 
nor  fear  a  fall.    A  ladder  for  us  in  future  climbing. 

Our  member  Charles  K.  Alley,  of  Pasadena,  Cal., 
is  on  his  way  to  Boston  by  automobile.  His  route 
will  take  him  to  New  Orleans,  thence  to  Florida  and 
then  north  to  Boston.  It  will  be  a  three  months' 
trip.     Mrs.  Alley  will  accompany  him. 


Ex-President  Horatio  S.  Earle,  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
always  in  fighting  trim  for  the  Good  Roads  cause,  is 
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editing  a  Good  Roads  Department  in  "The  Little 
Stick/'  a  paper  less  vehement  than  Big-Stick  foment- 
ings,  but  just  as  forceful  and  effective.  Michigan, is 
at  work  in  earnest  for  better  highways. 

How  many  more  if The  manufacturers   are 

making  their  boasts  that  they  are  selling  as  many 
wheels  now  as  they  did  in  the  boom  day.  Perhaps 
they  claim  no  more  than  they  are  entitled  to,  but 
if  they  can  sell  great  quantities  of  bicycles  to  be  used 
for  merely  utilitarian  purposes,  how  much  more 
could  they  do  did  the  old  incentives  to  ride  still  pre- 
vail. Perhaps  the  makers  are  content  to.  produce 
and  sell  a  cheaper  grade  of  wheel  than  that  of  the 
old-time  club  and  touring  days.  It  may  be  that 
there  is  more  profit  in  the  lower  price  wheel.  At  all 
events  the  makers  are  taking  no  steps  to  bring  back 
touring,  no  steps  to  encourage  the  formation  of 
clubs,  no  efifort  to  promote  the  fraternal  spirit  which 
sent  riders  to  the  wheel  in  groups.  Surely  these 
v/ere  the  things  that  made  C3xling  what  it  was  in 
the  late  nineties  and  at  that  time  the  utiHtarian  idea 
prevailed  omly  to  a  very  limited  extent.  The  mo- 
tives of  the  boom  days"  gave  us  better  wheels  and  a 
better  class  of  riders.  It  may  be  that  there  are 
m_any  wheels  sold  nowadays,  but  How  many  more 
if — '- 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Cycling 
Club,  H.  S.  Sharpe  was  elected  president;  C.  B. 
Jansky,  vice  president;  O.   F.  Hassemer,  secretary; 
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Chas.  L.  Barr,  treasurer,  and  C.  Lindenschmit,  cap- 
tain. The  club  now  has  nearly  lOO  enthusiastic 
riders  on  its  membership  roll  and  as  in  the  past 
season  will  devote  most  of  its  energy  to  holding 
tours  and  promoting  long  Saturday  and  Sunday 
runs. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


Sam  Walter  Foss:     It  needed  not  his  going 
To  make  us  sense  his  transcendental  woith, 

His  great,  warm  heart  with  kindness  overflowing, 
His  sympathetic  soul,  his  matchless  mirth. 

Nor,  till  the  parting  hour,  were  left  unspoken 
The  gracious  words  we  offer, 'now  and  here; 

Through  long,  glad  whiles  we  gave  him,  each,  the  token 
Of  fond  regard  that  strengthened  year  by  year. 

To  that  blest  couch  whereon  he  now  reposes 
He  bore  the  golden  gift  his  soul  esteems; 

Our  words  of  love,  our  smiles,  like  rarest  roses. 
Are  fondly  wreathed  about  him  while  he  dreams. 

Nor  shall  his  passing  from  our  presence  sever 
Our  hearts  from  his:  nor  shall  v/e  speak  of  loss. 

Love,  brotherhood  and  truth  endure  forever, 
And  they  are  one  with  him — .Sam  Walter  Foss. 

— Nixon  Waterman. 


We  used  to  think  Illinois  a  wide  awake  and  pro- 
gressive State,  but  it  seems  that  we  were  in  error. 
Witness  this  hit  straight  from  the  shoulder  by  the 
American  Automobile  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Illinois  State  Auto- 
mobile Association  be  directed  to  the  fact  that,  considering 
the  great  wealth  and  population  of  Illinois,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  backward  States  in  the   Union  in  the  construction  of 
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State  roads,  due  not  to  incapacity  or  to  lack  of  interest  by 
Illinois  State  highway  officials,  but  because  of  obsolete, 
defective  and  incomplete  highway  laws. 


The  New-Haven-Bicycle-Club  Veteran  Associa- 
tion held  its  13th  annual  reunion  and  banquet  on 
Jan.  24  last.  Thirty-two  members  were  present,  in- 
cluding Wm.  H.  Hale  and  Wm.  M.  Frisbie,  who  went 
over  from  New  York,  and  President  Atwater  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  An  ordinary  bicycle,  gaily  decorated, 
formed  the  centrepiece  of  the  table,  and  after  the 
feast  was  over  several  of  the  boys  tried  to  ride  it. 
The  machine  won  out  and  the  boys  were  discomfited. 

The  Association  has  bought  a  lot  at  Evergreen 
Cemetery,  the  largest  and  finest  burial  place  in  New 
Haven,  and  will  erect  a  worthy  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  departed  members  of  the  New  Haven 
Bicycle  Qub,  and  to  provide  a  burial  place  for  those 
who  else  would  be  less  fittingly  provided  for.  One 
former  member,  whose  body  was  saved  from  the  dis- 
secting table  by  the  club,  Hes  within  the  lot.  The 
monument  will  bear  the  name  of  Mr.  B.  N.  Bacon, 
already  there,  and  that  of  John  M.  Verhoeff,  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  who  was  left  by  Peary  in  the  frozen 
north.  Verhoef¥  was  an  active  member  of  the  Club 
while  a  student  at  Yale.  The  Association  seems  to 
have  hit  upon  a  very  efficient  method  of  keeping 
the  memory  of  departed  club  mates  ever  green. 


Moody  Boynton  is  oflf  the  legislative  track  again 
with  his  bicycle  railroad. 


Although   the   constitution  of  our   Club  provides 
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for  a  President,  now  for  the  first  time  in  its  history 
the  office  has  been  filled  by  the  election  for  the  cur- 
rent year  of  that  well-known  sj>ortsman,  the  Duke 
of  Portland.  His  Grace  has  for  many  years  been  a 
member  of  the  Club,  arid  latterly  a  life  member, 
and  we  understand  that  the  Duchess  is  an  enthusi- 
astic cyclist  and  keeps  quite  a  stud  of  cycles. — C.  T. 
C.  Gazette. 


It  is  a  question  with  some  which  is  the  cheaper 
and  safer,  a  mule  or  an  automobile?  The  mule  must 
have  corn,  hay,  oats  or  grass.  He  may  in  the  mean- 
time get  to  buck  jumping  and  land  you  in  the  middle 
of  a  mud  hole  or  on  top  of  a  pile  of  rocks.  The 
automobile  eats  nothing  but  gasolene  and  when  at 
rest  is  as  harmless  as  a  cat.  But  when  it  gets  to 
running  it  goes  it  blind  and  is  liable  to  want  to  climb 
a  telephone  pole  or  jump  off  the  bridge.  Mules  and 
automobiles  are  really  both  dangerous.  Therefore 
we  walk. — Madisonville  Hostler. 


Proud  Motorist — Yes,  it  took  me  about  six  wrecks' 
hard  work  to  learn  to  drive  my  machine. 

Pedestrian — And  what  have  you  got  for  your 
pains? 

Proud  Motorist — Liniment. — Tit-Bits. 


Karl  Kron  is  still  riding  across  country.  He 
reports  a  total  mileage  of  50,921  miles  from  1879  to 
1910  inclusive,  all  on  a  46-inch  ''ordinary"  or  high- 
wheel  bicycle.  He  finished  up  1910  with  a  ride  of 
19  days  in  December,  484  miles  extending  through 
all  the  New  England  states  except  Maine. 
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Our  regular  Paris  correspondent  must  have  been 
enjoying  himself.    He  writes: —  ,, 

"Monsieur  John  C.  Wetmore,  the  motor  of  the 
automobile  department  of  the  'Evening  Mail/  New 
York,  after  having  visited  Portugal,  Spain,  Algeria, 
Monte  Carlo  and  Paris,  has  just  left  for  London. 
'Senator'  W.  J.  Morgan,  on  Grand  Prix  race  busi- 
ness, has  been  in  Paris  at  the  same  time.  Hereto- 
fore Frenchmen  have  enjoyed  a  pretty  fair  reputa- 
tion-for  what  is  known  as  'a  line  of  talk,'  but 

During  his  sojourn  in  Paris,  Mr.  Wetmore  paid  for, 
a  room  at  the  Elysee  Palace  Hotel,  but  lived  in 
taxi-cabs.  'Quel  luxe,  princesse!'  said  John.  The 
Senator  left  for  London  at  the  same  time.  As  the 
train  carrying  these  two  notabilities  moved  away  in 
the  direction  of  Calais,  a  melancholy  calm  settled 
over  the  city  of  Paris.  The  Senator  was  seriously 
ill  several  days  while  he  was  in  Paris.  He  said  it 
was  due  to  the  water.  But  why  come  to  Paris  and 
drink  water?" 


H.  B.  Worrell,  of  Philadelphia,  writes :  ''We  are 
still  fighting  the  road  problem  in  Pennsylvania.  I 
started  a  petition  on  Saturday  in  an  endeavor  to 
drive  some  of  our  fossil  farmers  out  of  the  Super- 
visorships." 


J.  T.  Shepley  of  West  Groton,  Mass.,  claims  to 
have  ridden  a  bicycle  3,000  to  4,500  miles  every  year 
of  the  last  15.  He  did  not  learn  to  ride  till  he  was 
fifty  and  his  riding  has  been  done  over  the  rough 
and  hilly  roads  of  Vermont.     The  old  fello-.vs  seem 


to  be  making  the  best  records. 
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•  Clar€ncre;B;,  Dann  of  New  Haven  has  been  look- 
ing out:  of  the  window,  and  this  is  what  he  saw: 

"Several  weeks  ago,  I  was  treated  to  a  somewhat 
unusual,  but  very  pleasing  sight.  My  little  girl 
called  me  to  the  front  windoAv  hurriedly,  asking  me 
to  tell  her  what  those  things  were  that  the  boys 
were  riding  upon.  What  was  my  surprise  to  see  a 
number  of  school  boys  mounted  on  their  fathers' 
and  grandfathers'  54  and  56  in.  Columbia  and  Victor 
bicycles  riding  aong  the  sidewalk,  their  feet  barely 
touching  the  pedals  when  at  their  highest  point, 
mounting  and  dismounting  from,  the  piazza  railings. 
This  group  of  riders  was  follow^ed  by  scores  of  envi- 
ous schoolmates,  the  majority  of  whom  had  never 
seen  anything  like  it  before.  The  sight  took  me 
back  to  the  early  eighties  and  caused  me  to  take 
another  fond  look  up  in  the  loft  at  my  own  54  in. 
Victor,  which  I  am  saving  as  an  antique,  and  which 
I  shall  let  my  boy  try  to  ride  som.e  time." 


St.  Louis  imposes  a  tax  of  $1  a  year  on  bicycles 
and  $15  a  year  on  m.otorcycles.  The  wheelmen 
have  never  protested  the  bicycle  tax,  but  have  asked 
some  return  in  the  v/ay  of  street  improvements.  The 
ordinance  taxing  bicycles  v/as  passed  a  good  many 
years  ago  when  the  wheelmen  were  making  life 
miserable  for  the  city  officials,  trying  to  get  conces- 
sions from  them  in  the  way  of  rational  sprinkling 
and  b-etter  streets  to  ride  over.  A  city  official  said 
to  Chief  Consul  Holm,  one  day:  ''What  right  have 
you  fellows  got  to  be  constantly  kicking,   anyhow? 
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You  don't  pay  any  taxes."  Holm  told  him  if  that 
was  all  that  was  needed  to  get  what  wheelmen  were 
after  they  would  gladly  pay  a  reasonable  vehicle  tax. 
The  result  was  an  ordinance  taxing  bicycles  $i  per 
year,  but  the  wheelmen  did  not  kill  off  the  water 
cart.  And  now  many  of  the  fellows  who  used  to 
laugh  at  the  bicycle  riders  of  years  ago  for  crying 
for  rational  sprinkling  are  driving  automobiles  and 
are  taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  sprinkling  ques- 
tion, especially  when  the  machines  skid  on  a  wet 
asphalt  street  and  smash  into  a  curbstone  or  a 
heavily  loaded  truck. 


There  is  nothing  like  casting  a  little  ridicule  upon 
any  meretricious  scheme  as  the  means  of  damping 
the  ardor  of  its  advocates.  At  a  recent  meeting  of 
that  go-ahead  and  up-to-date  body,  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  it  was  proposed  that  a  resolution 
should  be  adopted,  making  it  compulsory  to  fit  rear 
lights  on  all  vehicles.  After  the  members  had  ad- 
vanced every  known  argument  in  favor  of  this  am- 
bitious scheme.  Lord  Farrer  tersely  inquired  if  the 
proposed  by-law  should  apply  to  perambulators, 
^'which,  in  rural  districts,"  said  his  lordship,  "were 
increasing  very  largely."  After  this,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising to  hear  that  the  recommendation  was  de- 
feated. That  is  the  only  outcome  of  any  suggestion 
compelling  rear  lights  to  be  fitted  to  bicycles.  Such 
a  suggestion  cannot  end  at  bicycles ;  it  must  embrace 
perambulators,  mailcarts,  and  several  other  "ve- 
hicles," and  it  must  go  further  still,  until  every  pe- 
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destrian  is  compelled  to  carry  a  light  fore  and  aft. — 
Cycling. 


An  Ohio  religious  weekly  which  recently  declared 
against  flying,  saying  that  if  man  were  intended  to 
navigate  the  air,  God  would  have  supplied  him  with 
wings,  will  tind  indorsement  of  its  position  in  the 
curious  accident  which  occurred  today  near  Barce- 
lona. An  aviator  who  had  the  temerity  to  invade  the 
forbidden  medium  in  an  aeroplane  was  struck  by 
lightning.  But  the  force  of  the  warning  has  been 
somewhat  diminished  by  the  audacious  man's  coming 
to  earth  unharmed,  although  his  craft  burned  in  mid- 
air. The  occurrence  will  hardly  deter  others  from 
flight,  even  though  they  have  not  been  supplied  by 
Providence  with  wings.  People  have  not  abstained 
from  riding  in  railroad  trains  because  they  have  been 
created  without  wheels,  except  perhaps  in  their 
heads. 

The  fad  for  sleeping  in  the  open  air  is  not  shared 
by  the  bird  that  smothers  itself  under  its  wing,  and 
the  bear  buried  in  a  cave  does  not  sigh  much  for  the 
breezes.  However,  the  open  air  seems  to  be  good 
for  the  people  who  like  it. 


The  owner  of  a  good  library  solemnly  warned  a 
friend  against  the  practice  of  lending  books.  To 
punctuate  his  advice  he  showed  his  friend  the  well- 
stocked  shelves.  "There,"  said  he,  "every  one  of 
those  books  was  lent  me." 
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SPOKES  FROM  THE  WHEEL. 

Horse  sense  is  knowing  when  to  bridle  your 
tongue. 

Talking  about  crops,  the  wild  oats  crop  is  always 
a  failure. 

The  pawnbroker  never  gets  so  old  that  he  takes 
no  interest  in  things. 

Some  men  show  that  they  are  bad  eggs  the  mo- 
ment they  are  broke. 


PUZZLERS. 

Where  can  a  man  buy  a  cap  for  his  kneef 

Or  a  key  for  a  lock  of  his  hair? 
Can  his  eyes  be  called  an  academy 

Because  there  are  pupils  there? 

In  the  crown  of  hi*  head  what  gems  are  set? 

Who  travels  the  bridge  of  his  nose? 
Can  he  use  when  shingling  the  roof  of  his  mouth 

The  nails  on  the  ends  of  his  toes? 

What  does  he  raise  from  a  slip  of  his  tongue? 

Who  plays  on  the  drums  of  his  ears? 
And  who  can  tell  the  cut  and  style 

Of  the  coat  his  stomach  wears? 

Can  the  crook  of  bis  elbow  be  sent  to  jail, 

And  if  so,  what  did  it  do? 
How  does  he  sharpen  his  shoulder  blades? 

I'll  be  hanged  if  I  know — do  you? 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Charles  J.  Obermayer,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
George  L.  Cooke,  Providence,  R.   I. 
Alonzo  D.  Peck,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gentlemen:     You  are  hereby  notified  that,   acting  under 
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the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  I  have  appointed  you  as 
a  Committee  to  make  nominations  for  national  officers  to 
be  voted  for  at.  the  next  Annual  Election,  and  will  ask  the 
first  named  gentleman  to  act  as  Chairman  and  to  com- 
municate with  the  others  as  to  matters  of  procedure. 
Yours  fraternally. 

Fred  Atwater, 

President. 
Bridgeport,   Conn.,   March  27,   191 1. 


PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  are  sending  out  a  45-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  club  prices  and  discounts 
on  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
it  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
zines stand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.  The  club  idea  pre- 
dominates and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
as  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines 
where   we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscription 

List.  Our  Price. 

American  Magazine    $1.50  $1.25 

Bicycling   World 2.00  1.75 

Century  Magazine 4.00  3,85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7.00  5.60 

Current    Events 40  .35 

Good  Roads   Magazine  i.oo  .90 

Green   Bag   3-00  2.65 

Horseless  Age    2.00  1.73 

Life 5-0O  4.50 

Motor  Boat 2.00  1.75 

Out-Door  Life    1.50  1.3S 
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List.  In  Clubs. 

Philistine i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.00  4.50 

St.    Nicholas  (renewal)    3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
are  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  imless  two  or  more 
are  taken.  These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  each  magazine. 

List.  In  Clubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine   $1.80  $1.10 

American    Boy    i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine   1.50  i.oo 

Atlantic   Monthly    4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine 1.50  i.io 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.35 

Bookman        2.50  2.40 

Book  News  Monthly  i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School   i.oo  .85 

Primary  Education 1.25  i.io 

Recreation        3.00  1.75 

Red   Book 1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews   3.00  1.75 

St.  Nicholas  (new)   3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new)   3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set    3.00  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine 1.50  i.io 

Suburban   Lif^e    3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  ,85 

Technical  World   1.50  i.io 

Vogue      4,00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion  1.50  i.io 

World    Today   1.50  i.io 

World's    Work    30c  1.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scribner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers'  prices. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 


AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


44 


The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance 


99 


is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  one 
who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


RiBfca' 


RHGULAB 


IMPKOVKD 


Not  like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotter  pins  or  other  devices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  tlireads.  Send 
us  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.  We  -will  fit  a  Columbia 
Nut  to  it— FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    r^UT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 


UNCOLN 


Suspenders 


Garters 


Belts 


1307^09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treasurer 


BaSS«tt'SS<:fapBoo(< 

A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OP      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magazine  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anythinj  usefu  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-?1.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  '       ^"'"'"n 

Vol.  g.     No.  3  MAY,  igii  5  Cents 


''SPRING'S  LAST  BORN  CHILD.' 
"Winter,  lingering,  chills  the  lap  of  May." 


Auto  reciprocity  favoring  tourists  by  States  seems. 
to  be  popular.    Even  New  Jersey  has  come  to  it. 


Always  put  off  tonight  what  you  are  going  to  put 
on  in  the  morning. 


A  slight  change  has  been  made  in  our  C.  T.  C.  ar- 
rangements. Under  present  conditions  any  member 
of  the  L.  A.  W.  can  have  a  regular  ticket  of  mem- 
bership in  the  C.  T.  C,  and  this  will  give  him  hotel 
and  repair-shop  discounts  and  consul  courtesies  in 
England  and  on  the  continent.  Custom-House 
privileges  4o  not  go  with  this  ticket.  These  privi- 
leges involve  so  many  complications  that  in  the  case 
of  very  many  continental  countries  a  special  ticket, 
for  which  an  extra  charge  is  made,  has  to  be  taken 
out.  All  those  who  desire  Custom-House  privileges 
should  regularly  join  the  C.  T.  C.  The  privileges 
which  our  ticket  gives  are  well  worth  the  price  of 
membership  in  the  L.  A.  W.  and  we  hope  our  mem- 
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bers  will   not   fail   to   ask   for   a  ticket  when  going 
abroad. 


We  do  not  have  much  official  regard  for  the  peo-. 
pie  who  join  the  L.  A.  W.  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  get  the  C.  T.  C.  ticket  and  privileges.  They  sel- 
dom renew,  in  fact  out  of  the  last  one  hundred  and 
fifty  members  who  joined  for  this  purpose  there 
were  but  three  that  renewed  membership.  Every 
one  of  these  members  involved  a  risk  on  our  part, 
for  we  would  have  been  held  to  pay  the  duty  in  case 
of  default.  We  are  more  than  glad  to  have  this 
privilege  to  hand  over  to  our  permanent  members, 
but  we  care  little  if  the  tramps  come  or  not.  The 
late  Frank  W.  Weston  had  a  hke  experience  when 
he  was  Consul  in  America  for  the  C.  T.  C.  "They 
don't  come  back  a  second  year/'  he  said  to  us,  ''and 
show  little  gratitude  for  what  we  have  given  them." 


We  are  in  receipt  of  the  two  C.  T.  C.  Handbooks 
for  191 1.  "The  British  and  Irish  Handbook  and 
Guide."  A  book  full  of  information  for  the  tourist. ^ 
It  contains  a  Hst  of  C.  T.  C.  hotels  and  tariffs,  farni 
and  boarding  houses,  coffee  taverns,  consuls,  repair- 
ers, etc.  *'The  Continental  Handbook,"  with  infor- 
mation in  the  same  line,  covering  the  Continent. 
These  handbooks  are  sold  to  members  only,  but 
under  our  agreement  with  the  C.  T.  C.  any  League 
member  can  purchase  them  at  the  price  charged  to 
C.  T.  C.  members:  i  shilhng  for  the  British,  and  i 
shilling,  8  pence  for  the  Continental.    Send  for  them 
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to  Secretary  of  the  C.  T.  C,  280  Easton  Road,  Lon- 
don, N.  W. 


We  have  thought  of  issuing  tickets  to  new  mem- 
bers who  pay  two  or  three  years  in  advance.  It  is 
a  privilege  due  our  permanent  ones  and  we  feel  that 
the  tramps  should  pay  adequately  for  what  they  get. 


The  present  C.  T.  C.  ticket  is  a  button  with  the 
badge  displayed  and  the  number  on  the  reverse.  Al- 
ways in  sight. 


The  St.  Louis  Cycling  Club  has  85  members,  all 
paid  up.  It  has  had  club  runs  since  March  ist,  with 
12  to  15  out  on  Saturday  and  30  to  40  for  Sunday 
dinner.  We  congratulate  the  club.  It's  a  fine  ob- 
ject lesson  it  gives  us. 


One  of  our  old-time  members  sends  the  follow- 
ing:— ''Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall,  and  Hkewise, 
so  have  I.  The  reason  is  the  same — both  come  of 
getting  dry.  But  here's  the  difference  'twixt  them 
and  me — I  fall  much  harder  and  more  frequently.'' 


George  L.  Cooke,  of  Providence,  is  impatient  of 
the  unspringiness  of  Spring.  He  writes: — "Last 
year  I  cycled  350  miles  in  April.  This  April  a  bare 
100  miles."  We  can  imagine  that  George  will  em- 
phatically deny  that  one  year  older  affects  the  case. 


Robert  C.  James,  of  Albany,  writes: — 'T  wonder 
whether  you  have  heard  the  story  of  one  of  my 
countrymen  who  also  fell,  and  was  likewise  a  phil- 
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osopher?  'Rab  and  Sandy  lived  in  the  same 
"hoose/'  Rab  upstairs  and  Sandy  below.  Sitting 
quietly  smoking  one  night  Sandy  was  startled  by  an 
*'awfu'  stramash"  on  the  stairs.  "Did  ye  fa'  doon 
the  stairs,  Rab?"  he  cried.  ''Oo  aye,  I  fell  doon; 
but  I  was  comin'  doon  whether  or  no."  '  " 


"Happy  Days  Pitman"  is  recovering  from  a  very 
severe  attack  of  pneumonia.  He  had  a  very  close 
call  and  we  rejoice  to  know  that  he  is  by  this  time 
back  again  to  his  usual  good  health  and  strength. 
Doubtless  the  fine  air  of  Beautiful  Sheepshead  Bay 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  enjoy  more  "happy 
days." 


Robert  Gentle,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  Chief  Consul  of 
New  Jersey  for  many  years,  has  been  an  invalid 
some  six  months  or  more.  His  many  friends  will 
hope  for  his  recovery  before  many  days. 


J.  B.  Rich  has  a  word  to  say  to  his  fellow  mem- 
bers:— "Enclosed  you  will  find  my  check  for  re- 
newal. I  take  particular  interest  in  sending  it  this 
time  as  I  am  now  old  enough  to  Vote/  this  being  my 
2 1st  year  in  the  L.  A.  W.,  but  as  a  boy  let  me  say  I 
ride  my  wheel  nearly  every  day  in  the  year  when 
weather  conditions  permit,  I  use  it  as  I  have  always 
as  transportation  to  and  from  business,  besides  my 
yearly  touring.  My  mileage  is  far  past  the  100,000 
mark.  I  commenced  to  ride  in  '83  and  for  many 
years  averaged  over  5,000  miles,  sometimes  reach- 
ing the    10,000   mark.      Automobiling   is    delightful 
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sport,  but  I  still  like  my  leg-a-mobile  and  have  re 
quested   that   the   Indian    custom   be   followed  and 
push  it  upon  my  grave." 


The  Veteran  Wheelmen's  Association  of  Philadel- 
phia held  a  Smoker,  Vaudeville  and  Lunch  on  Apri) 
7.  Over '  100  wheelmen  present.  A  nickle-plated 
bicycle  occupied  the  rear  of  the  stage  during  the 
meeting.  Thomas  Hare  was  was  re-elected  Presi- 
dent. A  thoroughly  good  time  and  great  enthu- 
siasm. 


A  young  fellow  summoned  to  the  Chelmsford 
(England)  police  court  the  other  day  for  cycling  on 
the  sidewalk,  stated  as  an  excuse  that  he  had  seen 
the  minister  doing  so  and  therefore  thought  it  could 
not  be  wrong. 


Amateur  bicycle  racing  in  England  is  very  pop- 
ular. At  present  over  1,200  riders  are  competing 
under  the  rules  of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Association. 


Eilliott  Mason  died  April  24  at  the  home  of  his  son 
at  Westfield,  N.  J.  One  of  those  who  was  present 
at  Newport  and  helped  to  organize  the  League.  He 
was  manager  of  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  branch  at  New 
York  City  until  the  compainy  discontinued  the 
branches,  and  then  went  to  the  main  office  in  Hart- 
ford. He  has  been  an  invalid  for  a  long  while.  A 
big  hearted,  genial  and  companionable  man,  he  had 
a  very  large  circle  of  friends  who  will  regret  his 
loss.    A  loyal  member  of  the  League  he  was  always 
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ready  to  bear  a  hand  in  any  good  work  that  it  un- 
dertook. Just  before  he  died  he  reminded  his  son 
that  his  League  dues  for  191 1  had  not  been  paid  and 
instructed  him  to  see  that  this  was  attended  to.  His 
wife,  who  survives  him,  is  the  senior  lady  member 
of  the  L.  A.  W.,  having  joined  Aug.  31,  1883. 

Charles  Perry  Buchanan,  League  member  since 
March  4,  1881,  and  holding  number  26  in  hne,  a 
resident  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  aged  53,  died  April  14  at 
the  Pittsburg  Hospital  after  an  operation  for  appen 
dicitis.  Mr.  Buchanan  was  born  at  Newport,  K} . 
in  1858.  He  was  educated  as  a  civil  engineer.  He 
went  to  Pittsburg  in  1880  as  a  bridge  inspector  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  At-  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  assistant  engineer  of  bridges  for  that 
company.  He  was  married  to  Annie  M.  Courtney  in 
1884.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Point  Breeze  Pres- 
byterian Church,  where  he  had  been  leader  of  the 
Sunday  school  orchestra  since  the  organization  of 
the  school,  Jan.  i,  1888.  During  the  last  few  years 
several  articles  written  by  Mr.  Buchanan  have  ap- 
peared in  the  leading  scientific  journals,  notably  one 
on  the  testing  of  bridges,  which  excited  favorable 
comment  from  engineers  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
His  wife  and  one  daughter  survive  him.  He  was  a 
loyal  member  of  the  League  and  a  most  valuable 
one.  A  worker  with  the  Pennsylvania  Division  he 
has  represented  the  western  section  in  many  capaci- 
ties. He  came  frequently  to  gatherings  of  the 
League  and  ahvays  gave  and  had  a  cordial  greeting. 
We  number  him  among  those  of  the  L.  A.  W.  with 
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whom  we  have  been  in  very  close  touch  and  have 
always  held  him  in  high  esteem. 


George  K.  Barrett,  of  Chicago,  died  after  a  brief 
illness.  He  was  well  known  in  cycling  circles,  hav- 
ing been  for  many  years  the  editor  of  ''Bearings." 
Lately  he  had  been  working  on  ''System."  He 
leaves  two  children. 


Harry  Fenn,  the  well-known  illustrator,  died  re- 
cently at  Montclair,  N.  J.  Although  he  was  not 
prominent  in  our  work,  he  was  for  many  years  past 
a  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  and  he  seldom  passed 
through  Boston  without  giving  us  a  call  at  head- 
quarters. 


Harry  L.  Spencer,  of  Pawtucket,  onewhd  in  the 
past  did  very  much  illustrating  in  the  cycle  world, 
passed  away  last  month. 


The  Rovers  Cycle  Club  celebrated  its  25th  anni- 
versary April  28th  at  the  Boston  Athletic  Club. 
Among  the  invited  guests  were  Quincy  Kilby,  Vice- 
President  L.  A.  W.;  Capt.  Walter  G.  Kendall,  Bos- 
ton Bi  Club;  Charles  C.  Ryder,  Boston  Bi  Club; 
Judge  Preble  and  Abbot  Bassett,  of  the  L.  A.  W. 
President,  Thomas  H.  Hall  presided.  The  post 
prandials  were  especially  good.  Quincy  Kilby  told, 
in  rhyme,  of  a  supposititious  race  engaged  in  by 
members  of  the  Rovers;  Abbot  Bassett  took  a  seri- 
ous vein  in  congratulating  the  club  on  its  silver  an- 
niversary, and  actually  sang  a  parody  of  the  "Golden 
Wedding."     'Mr.  Ryder  gave  experiences,  and  Judge 
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Preble  charged  those  present  to  keep  away  from  his 
court  lest  he  be. tempted  to  show  favor.  Edward 
Burbeck  spoke  for  the  old  members  and  there  were 
many  stories.  A  letter  of  regrets  was  read  from 
President  Atwater  of  the  L.  A.  W.  It  was  a  most 
happy  occasion.  Thomas  H.  Hall  and  the  entire 
board  of  officers  were  re-elected. 


Canada's  cycling  organization,  the  Canadian 
Wheelmen's  Association,  held  its  annual  meeting  at 
Toronto,  Ont.,  last  month,  with  President  Louis 
Rubenstein,  of  Montreal,  in  the  chair.  The  election 
of  officers  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Toronto  in- 
terests, Robert  Falconer,  of  Toronto,  being  elected 
president  for  the  ensuing  year.  Rubenstein,  the  re- 
tiring president,  was  made  honorary  president.  The 
other  officers  were  chosen  as  follows:  J.  W.  Gib- 
son, vice-president;  H.  E.  Richards,  of  Toronto,, 
secretary;  J.  Smith,  of  Toronto,  treasurer. 


From  J.  A.  King: — 'Tn  reading  your  February 
issue  aih^glad  to  see  that  the  Broadway  Trust  Co. 
secured  a  new  depositor  through  their  advertise- 
ment in  your  book.  For  the  information  of  all 
New  York  members  of  the  L.  A.  W.  desire  to  say 
that  I  have  been  a  depositor  of  the  Broadway  Trust 
Co.  for  over  ten  years  and  that  it  is  not  only  a 
pleasure  to  meet  President  Lee,  who,  by  the  way,  I 
see  is  to  be  a  member  of  the  next  National  Assem- 
bly, but  also  the  other  officers  of  the  bank,  as  from 
one  and  all  of  them  you  always  receive  a  glad  wel- 
come. Trusting  that  more  Tioneers'  will  follow  our 
good  example  and  patronize  those  that  help  to  keep 
the  'Scrap  Book'  alive,  I  remain,  etc." 
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President  Taft  receives  a  pass  good  for  all  base- 
ball games.  No  wonder  every  young  American 
looks  forward  to  the  presidency. 


''Your  wife  is  rather  dogmatic,  isn't  she?" 
"She    was,    when    Pomeranian    pups    were    the 
fashion,  but  now  she's  automatic. 


The  automobile  has  been  a'blessing  to  inefficient 
or  unlucky  rural  police  officers.  The  familiar  line, 
"It  is  believed  the  robbers  escaped  in  an  automo- 
bile/' comes  pretty  near  absolving  them  from  all 
blame. 


Sometimes  it  is  a  good  idea  to  make  a  noise  like 
keeping  quiet.. 


If  you  want  to  know  where  you  stand,  enter  a 
crowded  street  car. 

Some  people  would  find  fault  with  the  weather  if 
it  was  raining  money. 

Some  call  this  the  golden  age  of  the  drama,  others 
call  it  the  sew-age. 


JOINED  IN  1896. 

At  the  request  of  quite  a  few  members  who  are 
feeling  disappointed  because  of  our  discontinuance 
of  the  publication  of  the  lists  giving  the  date  of  join- 
ing of  those  still  in  good  standing  on  our  member- 
ship roll,  we  shall  give  a  few  more  lists  from  time 
to  time.  We  have  been  not  a  little  surprised  at  the 
favor  which  the  lists  have  met  with.     Many  mem- 
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bers  are  preserving  them  and  calling  for  duplicate 
copies  of  the  magazine  in  order  to  use  both  sides 
of  a  page  in  scrapping.  There  is  also  a  great  desire 
to  know  one's  neighbors  on  the  list  and  to  know 
just  when  particular  friends  came  in.  AH  of  which 
is  commendable. 

In  order  to  preserve  uniformity  we  give  the  list 
which  we  publish  this  month  wath  the  old  numbers 
of  the  members.  To  give  the  numbers  which  were 
,  issued  under^  the  renumbering  of  1910  would  lead 
to  confusion  in  the  continuity  of  numeration  and 
seriously  impair  the  value  of  the  many  complete 
lists  which  have  been  preserved. 

1352— Temple  Bowdoin,  New  York  City,  Jan.  3. 
1356— Aaron  S.  Pennington,  Bay  Head,  N.  J.    Jan   31 
1357— George  W,  Smith,  Corona,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  31. 
1359— C.  A.  Streuli,  New  York  City.  Jan.  31. 
1361— Mrs.  H.  M.  Chester,  New  York  City,  Feb   7 
1362— F.  J.  W.  Diller,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7 
-J363— W.  H.  Vail,  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  Feb.  14. 
1366— Lester  G.  Stevenson,  Fremont,  N.  H     Feb    14 
1368— N.  S.  Cobleigh,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  21. 
1371— Bush  Englehartt,  Wallace,  Ida.,  Feb.  21. 
1374— D.  E.  Horigan,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Feb.  28. 
1377— O.  H.  Hammond,  Torrington,  Conn.,  March  13. 
1378— W.  B.  Hassan,  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  March  13. 
1380— .William  Haselmayer,  Newark,  N.  J.,  March  13. 
1381— Frank  S.  Tucker,  Boston,  Mass.,  March  13. 
1385— Thomas  R.  White,  Jr.,  New  York  City,  March  20 
1386— S.  Allen  Mead,  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  March  20 
1389— A.  R.  Hosford,  New  York  City,  March  27. 
1390— H.  J.  Scheuber,  New  York  Citv,  March  27. 
1394— Arthur  Sutlifife,   New  York  City,  March  27. 
1395— Florence  Hene,  Denver,  Colo..  April  3. 
1397— George  Lang,  Jr.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  3. 
1399— George  H.  Taber,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  April  3. 
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1400 — Henry  R.  Kraber,  York,  Pa.,  April  3. 

1401 — Arthur  P.  Sumner,  Providence,  R.  I.,  April  3. 

1402 — Wm.  A.  Wells,  Norwich,  Conn.,  April  10. 

1403 — Edward  Burbeck,  Boston,  Mass.,  April  10. 

1404 — Thomas  Brown,  West  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  April  10. 

1407 — Wm.   Meyle,  Hicksville,  N.  Y.,  April  10. 

1409 — Frank  M.  Chubbuck,  Qumcy,  Mass.,  April  17. 

1411— Charles  H.  Webster,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  April  17. 

1412-^Bernard  Smith,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  April  17. 

1414— Leo  Henle,  New  York  City,  April  17, 

1416 — David  L.  Tower,  New  York  City,  April  17, 

1418 — Ellwood  C.  Jones,  Conshohocken,  N.  J.,  April  17. 

1419 — A.  W.  Robinson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  I7. 

1422 — Wm.  H.  Andrews,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  April  24. 

1423 — George  K.  Bennett,  West  Roxbury,  Mass.,  April  24. 

1428 — Mrs.  Sophie  Jessen,  Cliffside  Park,  N.  J.,  April  24. 

1431 — Dr.  John  F,  Roderer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  24. 

1432 — Mrs.  Ed  H.  Croninger,  Covington,  Ky.,  May  i. 

1434 — Thalles  P.  Hall,  Lowell,  Mass.,  May  i. 

1436 — F.  L.  Ireland,  Montclair,  N.  J.,  May  i. 

J439 — Emil  L.  Kieger,  New  York  City,  May  i., 

1440 — Robert  S.  Holt,  West  Summit,  N.  J.,  May  i. 

1441 — Ella  F.  Fowler,  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  May  i. 

1442 — E'mil  Grossman,  New  York  City,  May  i. 

1443 — Wm.  C.  Stearns,  Altoona,  Pa.,  May  i. 

1444 — O.  I\L  Bosbyshell,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  i. 

1445 — Edwin  G.  Dreer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  i. 

1446— Mrs.  M.  R.  Brock,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  8. 

1447— Percy  W.  -BalJ,  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  May  8. 

1452 — Miss  May  Taber,  New  York  City,  May  8. 

1453 — Thomas  L.  Wells,  New  York:  City,  May  8. 

1454 — James  C.  Comfort,  Germantown,  Pa.,  May  8. 

1455 — ^T.  Carpenter  Smith,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  8. 

1456— Edward  C.  Parkhurst,  Providence,  R.  L,  May  8. 

1457— Albert  G.  Brock,  Nantucket,  Mass.,  May  15. 

1463— Robert  C.  Bellville,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  May  15. 

1465— John  B.  Peck,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  May  15. 

1466 — Henry  Preble,  New  Brighton,  N.  Y.,  May  15. 

1467 — William  Hawley,  New  York  City,  May  15. 

1469 — Elmer  E.  Dungan.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  15. 

1470 — Wm.  H.  Hartley,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  15. 

1471— Dr.  Wm.  B.  Scull,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  15. 

1472 — Frederick  A.  Dreer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  15. 
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1473— A.  C.  Johnson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  15, 

1475— George  W.  Booth,  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  22. 

1477— W.  H.  Bryden,  Roslindale,  Mass.,  May  22. 

1478— James  L.  Miller,  Boston,  Mass.,  May  22. 

1480— J.  M.  Townley,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  May*  22. 

1484— J.  Leigh  Watkins,  Jr.,  Portsmouth,  O.,  May  22, 

i486— Thomas  C.  Potts,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  22. 

1487— A.  D.  Githens,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  22. 

1490— Thomas  B.  Parker,  West  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  22. 

1491 — Lewis  C.  Travers,   Gardner,  Mass.,  May  22, 

1493 — H.  A.  Larned,  Oxford,  Mass.,  May  29. 

1494 — Willjani  Stone,  Boston,  Mass.,  May  29. 

1495 — H.  A.  Borgmann,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  29. 

1497 — W.  S.  Ginglen,  Bordentown,  N.  J.,  May  29. 

1498 — Howard  C.  Warren,  Princeton,  N.  J.,  May  29. 

1501 — Paul  J.  Damm,  New  York  City,  May  29. 

1502 — Charles  W.  Conklin,  Moore,  Pa.,  May  29. 

1503— H,  A.  Chase,  Titusville,  Pa.,  May  29. 

1505— H.  P.  Gosch,  Bunker  Plill,  111.,  June  5. 

1507 — C.  J.  Goerke,  Natick,  Mass.,  June  5. 

1509 — Mrs.  Wm.  Floyd,  New  York  City,  June  5. 

151 1 — Robert  A.  Kendall,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Junes. 

1512 — Charles  T.  Dorrance,  Providence,  R.  L,  June  5. 

1514— R.  A.  Day,  Butte,  Mont.,  June  12. 

1515 — P.  W.  Shattuck,  Providence,  R.  I.,  June  12. 

1516 — Noble  W.  Harison,  0.gdensburg,  N.  Y.,  June  12. 

1517 — Fred  H.  Jung,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  June  12. 

1519 — George  L.  Hayward,  Burrage,  Mass.,  June  19. 

1520 — ^Joseph  S.  Lahey,  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  June  19. 

1521 — Isaac  J.  Silberstein,  New  York  City,  June  19. 

1522 — Henry  J.  Schmitt,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  19. 

1524 — John  A.  Wherry,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  June .  19. 

1525 — Arthur  J.  Maker,  Warren,  R.  I.,  June  19. 

1526 — Charles  W.  Hulse,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  June  26. 

1529 — S.  D.  Rarig,  New  York  City,  June  26. 

1530 — Howard  A.  Pardee,  M.  D.,  New  York  City,  June  26. 

1532 — Thos.  Yardley  Field,  Jr.,  Wayne,  Pa.,  June  26. 

We  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  anything  in  the  way  of 
corrections  to  the  above  list.  There  are  many  life  members 
in  the  group  and  we  are  not  sure  if  all  be  living  or  not. 
Next  month  we  shall  complete  the  1896  list  to  Dec.  31. 
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A  pessimist  is  a  man  who  has  lost  heart  and  is 
ruled  by  a  bad  liver. 

There  is  nothing  like  stacking  up  against  the 
world  to  bring  out  all  there  is  in  a  man,  unless  it  is 
an  ocean  voyage. 

When  Age  comes  knocking  at  the  door  a  woman 
sends  word  that  she  is  not  at  home. 


PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


We  are  sending  out  a  45-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  club  prices  and  discounts 
^pn  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
It  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it.  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
tines  stand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.  The  club  idea  pre- 
dominates and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
as  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines 
where  we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscription 

List.  Our  Price. 

American  Magazine   $1.50  $1.25 

Bicycling   World    2.00  1.75 

Century  Magazine 4.00  3.85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7,00  5.60 

Current   Events    40  .35 

Good  Roads  Magazine  i.oo  .90 

Green  Bag  ^ 3.00  2.65 

Horseless  Age   .^. 2.00  1.75 

Life       5.00  4.50 

Motor  Boat  2.00  1.75 

Out-Door  Life 1.50  1.35 
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List.  In  Clubs. 

Philistine       i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.00  4.50 

St.   Nicholas  (renewal)    3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
are  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  unless  two  or  more 
are  taken.  These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  each  magazine. 

List.  In  Clubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine  $1.80  $1.10 

American    Boy    i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine 1.50  i.oo 

Atlantic   Monthly     4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine   1.50  i.io 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.35 

Bookman        2.50  2.40 

Book  News  Monthly  i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School  i.oo  .85 

Primary  Education  1.25  i.io 

Recreation       3.0G  1.75 

Red   Book    1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews   3.00  1.75 

St.  Nicholas  (new)   3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new)   3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set    3.00  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine    1.50  i.io 

Suburban    Life    '. 3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  .85 

Technical  World    1.50  i.io 

Vogue 4-00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion  1.50  i.io 

World   Today   1.50  i.io 

World's   Work    3.00  1.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scribner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers'  prices. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FUNT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing^ 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 
p  Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


"The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance" 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  one 
■who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


BBaULAR  IMPROVED 

Not Jike  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose 

No  cotter  pins  or  other  devices  needed.    Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.    Sen 
us  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.    We  will  fit  a  ColumbU 
Nut  to  it — FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application.  I 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 


UNCOLN 


Suspenders 


Garters 


Belts 


1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treasurer 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertlsiug  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men      Our  rates  :-|l  50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  $\M  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -oustuu 

Vol.  g.     No.    4  JUNE  igir  5  Cents 

OH  WHAT  IS  so  FAIR  AS  A  BRIDE  IN 
JUNE? 

Note  that  we  are  established  at  105  Central  x\ve., 
Newtonville,  Mass.  The  present  membership  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  does  not  warrant  the  rental  of  a  Boston 
ofiBce,  and  as  a  very  large  proportion  of  our  business 
is  done  by  mail,  the  removal  of  headquarters  will 
work  no  great  harm.  We  have  arranged  an  office  of 
call  at  178  Columbus  Ave.  (A.  D.  Peck's)  and  those 
who  desire  to  see  the  Secretary  personally  can  do  so 
by  telephone  or  postal  card. 


Under  the  shade  of  the  trees  at  "The  Maples"  will 
now  be  ground  out  the  Scraps  which  the  editor  puts 
forth.  Perhaps  they  will  have  a  more  breezy,  out- 
door flavor. 


Philadelphia,  1887;  Boston,  1887;  Chicago,  1894; 
Boston,  1895;  Newtonville,  191 1.  Thus  have  we 
wandered.  No,  we  have  not  come  home  to  die.  We 
are  not  going  to  die.  Men  die,  and  others  take  up 
their  work.  The  L.  A.  W.  is  a  long  ways  from  dead. 
Perhaps  we  might  say  something  about  going  to  the 
Old  Man's  Home. 
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Another  quarter  century  celebrated  in  wheeldom. 
This  time  the  Century  Wheelmen  of  Philadelphia. 
Friday,  May  5,  the  club  met  to  recognize  the  anni- 
versary at  the  club  house  on  North  Broad  street. 
During  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  old  timers 
gathered  in  the  gymnasium  and  at  7  p.  m.  125  good 
feeders  put  their  knees  under  the  table  and  fell  to 
with  vigor  and  continuity.  This  was  a  goodly  num- 
ber, but  then  it  was  not  uncommon  in  the  old  days 
for  100  riders  to  turn  out  for  a  club  run.  The  walls 
of  the  banquet  room  were  adorned  with  banners  won 
by  club  members  in  the  various  century  runs  held  in 
by-gone  days  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
and  there  were  many  cups  and  trophies  of  the  old 
riding  days,  and  portraits  of  past  presidents  of  the 
club.  J.  Frederick  Hartman,  an  old  "Centurion" 
and  at  present  President  of  the  Century  Motor  Club, 
formerly  Century  Wheelmen,  was  toastmaster.  ]\Ir. 
Thomas  Hare  told  of  the  dozen  fellows  who  formed 
the  club  25  years  ago.  Kirk  Brown  of  Orange,  N.  J., 
and  Alden  H.  Weed  of  New  York  were  among  those 
present.  Regrets  were  read  from  Louis  Guyler  of 
Chicago.  The  architect  who  built  the  club  house 
was  present.  Very  many  speeches  were  made  by  the 
boys  of  25  years  ago  and  after  a  most  enjoyable  time 
the  company  united  in  singing  Auld  Lang  Syne  and 
then  went  elsewhere. 


Died  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  May  9,  191 1,  Col. 
Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson,  aged  87  years.  We 
wonder  how  many  remember  him  as  a  w^heelman? 
W^ay  back  in  1885-6  he  rode  a  Coventry-Rotary  tri- 
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cycle  and  was  enthusiastic  in  his  praise  of  the  wheel. 
He  wrote  several  cycling  stories  and  many  articles 
in  praise  of  this  form  of  exercise.  He  was  at  one 
time  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Bicycle  Club 
and  a  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  A  picture  hanging  in 
our  office  shows  him  the  central  figure  of  a  group 
of  wheelmen.  He  participated  in  the  League  Meet 
at  Boston  and  many  of  the  members  were  glad  to 
shake  the  hand  of  this  distinguished  author.  The 
life  and  spirit  of  the  man  who  has  just  gone  at  so 
ripe  an  age,  belong  with  all  that  is  best  in  New  Eng- 
land tradition,  just  as  his  culture  and  literary  gift 
entitle  him  to  be  numbered  with  the  noble  company 
of  those  who  have  shed  glory  upon  English  letters 
in  this  new  continent. 


WAITING  FOR  THE  BUGLE. 

We  wait  for  the  bugle,  the  night  dews  are  cold, 

The  limbs  of  the  soldiers  feel  jaded  and  old, 

The  field  of  our  bivouac  is  windy  and  bare, 

There  is  lead  in  our  joints,  there  is  frost  in  our  hair, 

The  future  is  veiled  and  its  fortunes  unknown. 

As  we  lie  with  hushed  breath  till  the  bugle  is  blown. 

At  the  sound  of  that  bugle  each  comrade  shall  spring 
Like  an  arrow  released  from  the  strain  of  the  string; 
The  courage,  the  impulse  of  youth  shall  come  back 
To  banish  the  chill  of  the  drear  bivouac, 
And  sorrows  and  losses  and  cares  fade  away 
When  that  life-giving  signal  proclaims  the  new  day. 

Though  the  bivouac  of  age  may  put  ice  in  our  veins. 
And  no  fibre  of  steel  in  our  sinew  remains; 
Though  the  comrades  of  yesterday's  march  are  not  here, 
And  the  sunlight  seems  pale  and  the  branches  are  sere — 
Though  the  sound  of  our  cheering  dies  down  to  a  moan, 
We  shall  find  our  lost  youth  when  the  bugle  is  blown. 
-  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson. 
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Poor,  down-trodden  ''daddy"  is  to  get  an  annual 
pat  on  the  back.  On  the  third  Sunday  in  June  (June 
i8  this  year),  somebody  is  to  pin  a  red  rose  on  him 
and  tell  him  what  a  good  "daddy"  and  what  a  useful 
citizen  he  is.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Dood  of  Spokane,  Wash., 
has  noticed  the  growth  in  numbers  and  in  strength 
of  the  organizations  which  hand  out  nosegays  and 
eulogies.  She  is  by  no  means  envious  of  the  tender 
sentiments  which  cluster  about  Mothers'  Day,  for 
instance.  The  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  has  a  right 
to  the  w^hite  carnations  and  a  special  place  in  the 
sanctuary  of  the  heart.  But  what  of  father?  Is  he 
to  have  no  part  in  these  memorial  observances?  Are 
we  to  muzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn?  Is 
the  glory  of  being  the  head  of  the  family  to  be  its 
own  and  only  reward? 

Not  if  Mrs.  Dood  can  prevent  it.  And  the  emblem 
suits  man  to  a  nicety.  The  modest  violet  would  ob- 
viously be  out  of  place.  The  night-blooming  cereus 
would  be  appropriate  only  when  his  wife  was  away. 
The  larkspur  should  be  reserved  for  bachelors.  The 
sunflower  would  be  more  m.asculine,  but  the  red  rose 
combines  grace  and  delicacy,  with  universal  accessi- 
bility. The  humble  shall  be  exalted  and  father  at 
last  is  to  come  into  his  own.  Every  wife  in  the  land 
should  see  this  thing  ''dood"  on  the  i8th. 


The  auto-plough  has  arrived.  It  is  made  in  Min- 
nesota but  is  being  tried  out  in  Kansas  where  the 
soil  at  this  time  of  year  is  more  favorable  to  sucli 
experiments.     The  claim  is  made  for  it  that  it  will 
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turn  over  daily  fifteen  acres  of  earth,  at  an  expense 
of  ten  gallons  of  gasoline  and  the  wages  of  one  man. 
If  it  justifies  the  prospectus  its  economy  over  the 
gang  ploughs,  that  require  a  great  array  of  horses 
and  men,  will  be  very  marked,  and  it  will  be  the  larg- 
est benefit  to  the  big  farmer  since  the  reaping  ma- 
chine came  into  use.  But  alas,  it  is  hard  to  find 
fifteen  acres  of  free  land  together  in  New  England 
where  such  a  machine  would  operate. 


''Office  workers  should  not  take  exercise  after 
their  day's  work,"  said  Dr.  E,  A.  Walker  of  Boston. 
"The  root  reason  is  that  though  headwork  is  not 
exercise  in  the  sense  that  it  develops  the  body,  it 
most  decidedly  is  exercise  in  that  it  quickly  induces 
fag  and  physical  lassitude.  So  it  is  almost  pathetic 
for  a  man  to  expect  any  good  to  come  from  taking 
more  exercise  when  the  exercise  involved  in  the 
day's  work  has  already  tired  him  out.  The  body  and 
system  easily  attune  themselves  to  circumstances, 
even  to  over-civilized  and  consequently  rather  un- 
natural circumstances,  and  indoor  headworkers  will 
soon  find  that  a  good  state  of  health  can  be  main- 
tained with  little  or  no  exercise."  If  the  Doctor 
had  ever  ridden  a  bicycle  he  undoubtedly  would  have 
made  an  exception.  What  he  says  may  apply  to 
hard  work  in  a  garden  or  in  saw^ing  wood,  but  the 
cvcle  does  not  tire  nor  exhaust. 


At  the  Luggiebank  Sheriffs  Court,  on  November 
17th,  a  cyclist  was  mulcted  £2  los.  damages,  and 
£1  2s.   lod.   costs,  for  colliding  with  a   pedestrian 
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He  was  confronted  with  the  common  problem  of  two 
men  walking  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  who,  on  hear- 
ing the  cyclist's  approach,  separated.  Sheriff  Glegg, 
in  his  judgment,  said  it  was  quite  true,  as  defender's 
agent  had  pointed  out,  that  the  rule  of  the  road  with 
regard  to  foot  passengers  was  not  the  same  as  that 
regarding  vehicular  traffic,  because  a  vehicle  must 
pull  to  the  right  to  let  another  pass,  but  a  foot- 
passenger  could  go  to  the  right  or  left  as  he  chose. 
If  a  cyclist  saw  people  on  the  road  in  front  of  him 
he  must  give  warning,  and  if  he  meant  to  pass  he 
must  see  that  the  w^arning  was  attended  to  before 
he  passed  through.  It  was  not  sufficient  to  run 
through  the  particular  part  that  was  clear  when  those 
in  front  ran  in  different  directions.  In  this  case  the 
two  men  were  walking  about  the  middle  of  the  road, 
and  on  hearing  the  cyclist  coming,  immediately  sep- 
arated. One  man  went  towards  the  right  and  the 
other  to  the  left — a  natural  thing  to  do  to  reach  the 
pavement,  and  the  cyclist  should  have  stopped  or 
slowed  up  or  jumped  ofT.  He  saw  no  justification 
for  the  defender  to  go  in  the  direction  he  did. — 
C.  T.  C.  Gazette. 


Wordsworth's  lines:  ''A  man  he  seems  of  cheer- 
ful yesterdays  and  confident  tomorrows,"  not  only 
gave  the  late  Col.  Higginson  a  title,  but  epitomized 
his  outlook  on  life. 


Chauffeur — I  suppose,  now,  you  wouldn't  believe 
this  car  was  40-horsepower? 
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McGuire — Forty   hor-r-sepower!     Look   at   that! 
Begor,  it'll  cost  yez  somethin'  fer  oats! — Tit-Bits. 


"You  didn't  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  the 
policeman  who  warned  you  about  the  lights  on  your 
automobile!"  said  the  magistrate  severely. 

"I  am  at  fault,  judge,"  replied  Mr.  Chuggins. 
'I'm  a  stranger  in  the  city,  and  he  spoke  so  politely 
I  didn't  think  he  could  be  a  real  policeman." — ^Wash- 
ington Star. 


Mr.  J.  C.  Percy,  ex-President  of  the  Pickwick 
Bicycle  Club,  of  London  (the  only  bicycle  club  in  the 
world  that  antedates  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club  of 
Boston)  and  editor  of  the  Irish  Cyclist  of  Dublin,  is 
making  a  brief  visit  to  America.  On  Saturday,  June 
3d,  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club  entertained  our  visitor 
with  a  banquet  at  the  rooms  of  the  Boston  Yacht 
Club.  The  club  turned  out  in  good  force  to  welcome 
the  guest  and  a  merry  time  was  had.  Speeches  of 
welcome  and  appreciation  were  made  by  club  mem- 
bers and  a  happy  response  was  made  by  "Percy," 
Hands  across  the  sea  got  a  good  shaking. 


Uncle  Hiram  stroked  his  throat  whiskers  and 
watched  the  big  touring  car  as  it  whizzed  past  him 
and  up  the  road,  emitting  a  trail  of  bluish  smoke 
from  its  oil-choked  engine. 

"Huh!"  he  sniffed.  "Them  may  be  swell  city 
fellers,  but  they  certainly  was  a-smokin'  some  durn 
orful  seegars." 
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A  woman  out  in  Indiana  sues  for  divorce  on  the 
ground  that  her  husband  took  long  automobile  trips 
without  her.  Does  she  expect  him  to  be  fonder  of 
her  company  after  divorce? 


It  required  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  a  year 
or  two  ago,  to  make  a  taxicab  a  vehicle  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute,  but  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia the  regulations  are  more  inclusive.  The 
drawers  of  two  music  carts,  or  perambulating  hurdy- 
gurdies,  were  recently  fined  for  violating  the  ordi- 
nance requiring  lights  after  nightfall  on  all  wheeled 
vehicles. 


John  Shepard  is  one  who  complains  of  the  condi- 
tion of  roads  nowadays  for  driving  purposes.  "I  do 
little  driving  nowadays,"  said  he  to  a  friend  at  the 
Horse  Show.  The  roads  are  too  hard."  He  sug- 
gests that  one  has  to  think  of  the  road  too  much 
while  driving,  which  is  certainly  a  distraction. 


"What  has  your  boy  learned  at  school  this 
season?" 

"He  has  learned  that  he'll  have  to  be  vaccinated, 
that  his  eyes  aren't  really  mates  and  that  his  method 
of  breathing  is  entirely  obsolete." 


Frederick  P.  Vinton,  the  artist,  who  recently  died 
in  Boston,  was,  for  many  years,  "one  of  us."  He 
was  an  enthusiastic  cycler  and  a  loyal  member  of  the 
L,  A.  W.  He  was  a  delightful. companion,  a  man' of 
many  and  varied  interests,  of  wide  intellectual  range, 
and   of  stimulating  individuality.      His   work   as   an 
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artist,  particularly  as  a  painter  of  portraits  of  men, 
is  too  well  known  to  make  any  new  estimate  of 
value.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  his  later  work  has 
ranked  among  the  very  best  that  has  been  done  in 
America. 


A  Cahfornia  judge  has  just  decided  with  some 
warmth  that  poker  is  not  the  great  American  game, 
but  devotees  of  the  sport  may  take  comfort  in  the 
thought  that  the  decision  was  merely  an  obiter 
dictum. 


Enjoyable  though  they  may  be  in  many  respects, 
motorcycle  and  bicycle  club  dinners  and  banquets 
are  as  a  rule  a  period  of  extreme  uneasiness  and 
embarrassment  for  a  majority  of  those  present  from 
the  moment  that  the  toastmaster  begins  his  intro- 
ductory remarks.  The  reason  for  this  embarrass- 
ment is  that  few  riders  of  either  motorcycles  or  bicy- 
cles, who  of  course  form  a  majority  of  those  present 
at  such  afifairs,  have  the  ability  to  stand  up  at  a 
formal  gathering,  where  usually  there  are  many 
ladies,  and  talk  smoothly  and  intelligently  on  any 
subject. — Bi- World. 

There  is  always  one  consolation  for  the  speaker,, 
for,  no  matter  how  execrable  a  speech  he  makes,  the 
reporters  will  turn  it  into  a  grand  oration,  and  he 
will  go  before  the  big  world  which  the  press  serves, 
as  a  fine  orator,  and  then  it  matters  not  what  the 
little  group  that  hears  him  thinks  about  it.  And  after 
all  what  consideration  should  we  pay  to  the  embar- 
rassment of  the  few  who  speak.  Why  not  save  a 
little  pity  for  those  who  have  to  hear? 
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WISE  AND  OTHERWISE. 

Stick  to  your  subject — also  to  your  object. 

The  smaller  a  man's  mind,  the  less  he  seems  to 
know  it. 

Hope  is  a  fine  thing,  especially  when  it  has  Hustle 
for  a  yoke-mate. 

The  struggle  to  keep  up  appearances  is  what  keeps 
many  people  down. 

A  complete  musical  education  includes  the  knowl- 
edge of  when  not  to  sing. 

The  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift,  but  that's  no 
argument  against  getting  a  move  on. 

Many  people  fret  more  over  the  quantity  of  their 
past  than  over  the  quality  of  it. 


"Esther  the  world  is  an  orderly  world,"  says  a 
post-prandial  speaker,  "or  it  is  not."  This  assertion 
is  what  might  be  described  as  "absolutely  safe." 


Mrs.  Subbubs — ^But  why  must  you  leave  us,  Mary? 
Don't  you  like  it  out  here? 

Servant — Well,  ma'am,  it's  all  right  days,  but 
nights  it's  awful.  I  have  to  pull  the  bedclothes  over 
my  head  and  ears  to  shut  out  the  dead  silence,  and 
I  can't  stand  it  any  longer. 


NOMINATIONS. 


In  accordance  with  Article  4,  Section  2,  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  League  of  American  Wheelmen,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  vested  in  the  undersigned,  a  committee  on  nom- 
ination appointed  by  the  President,  April  10,  191 1,  to  ma-ke 
nominations    for    the    ensuing    year,    the    following    named 
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gentlemen    are    nominated    for    the    respective    offices    set 
opposite  their  names: 

Fred  Atwater,  Bridgeport,  Conn President 

Quincy  Kilby,  Boston,  Mass ist  Vice  President 

W.  H.  Hale,  New  York,  N.  Y 2d  Vice  President 

Abbot  Bassett,  Newtonville,  Mass Sec'y-Treasurer 

George  W.  Nash,  Abington,  Mass Auditor 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  J.  Obermayer, 
Alonzo  D.  Peck, 
Geo.  L.  Cooke. 


JOINED  IN  1896—2. 

A  list  of  those  who  joined  the  L.  A.  W.  in  1896,  July  i  to 
December  31,  and  are  still  in  good  standing.  Old  series  of 
numbers  used. 

1533 — E.  Carroll  Taber,  Keokuk,  la.,  July  3. 

1535— H.  R.  May.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  July  3. 

1536 — Harry  G.  Samson,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  3. 

1537— John  P.  Onderdonk.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  3. 

I53f>— E.  P.  B.  Warne,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  3. 

1539— Alfred  B.  Hodges,  Taunton,  Mass.,  July  10. 

1544 — Frank  E.  Pethick,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  July  17. 

1547 — George  Warmunde,  Roxbury,  Mass.,  July  24. 

1552 — Louis  W.  Moore,  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  July  24. 

1560 — Thomas  L.  Pogue,  Cincinnati,  O.,  July  31. 

1562 — Eewis  E.  Gifford,  Fairhaven,  Mass..  Aug.  7. 

1563— F.  T.  King,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  7. 

1565 — ^J.  H.  Gerhardt,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  14. 

1571 — Frank  G.  McKean,  Sr.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Aug.  28. 

1573 — Chas.  F.  Winterburn,  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  Aug.  28. 

1574 — F.  H.  Townsend,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Aug.  28. 

1576 — John  T.  Morrell,  Beverly,  N.  J.,  Sept.  4. 

1578— John  D.  Cawein,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  4. 

1589 — Palmer  E.  Ehrgood,  Pottstown.  Pa.,  Sept.  ii. 

1592 — George  M.  O'Neil,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  18. 

I5Q5— Wm.  M.  Thomas,  Albany,  N.  Y..  Oct.  2, 

1600 — F.  W.  Lukens.  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa.,  Oct.  9. 

1604 — G.  DeSilver  Getz,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  2^. 
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1609— Dr.  Wm.  B.  Hills,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  6. 
1612 — Wm.  Damm,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  20. 
1615— Oliver  P.  Bohler,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Nov,  2.T. 
1616— Col.  Wm.  E   Van  Wyck,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  4- 
1617 — George  E.  Gartland,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  4. 
1619— Joseph  Rieger,  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  11. 
1620 — J.  Sims  Wilson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  11. 
1621 — Wm.  W.  Douglas,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  11. 


PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


We  are  sending  out  a  45-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  club  prices  and  discounts 
on  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
it  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it.  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
zines stand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.  The  club  idea  pre- 
dominates and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
Hs  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines 
where  we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscription 

List.  Our  Price. 

American  Magazine .$1.50  $1.25 

Bicycling   World    2.00  1.75 

Century  Magazine     4.00  3.85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7.00  5.60 

Current    Events    40  -35 

Good  Roads   Magazine   i.oo  .90 

Green   Bag   3.00  2.65 

Horseless   Age    2.00  1.75 

Life       5.00  4.50 

Motor  Boat 2.00  1.75 

Out-Door   Life    1.50  1.35 
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List.  In  Clubs. 

Philistine       i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.00  4.50 

St.    Nicholas  (renewal)    3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
are  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  unless  two  or  more 

are  taken.    These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  each  magazine. 

List.  In  Clubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine   $1.80  $1.10 

American    Boy    ! i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine   1.50  i.oo 

Atlantic   Monthly 4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine   1.50  i.io 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.3S 

Bookman        2.50  2.40 

Book  News  Monthly  i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School  i.oo  .85 

Primary  Education  1.25  i.io 

Recreation 3.00  1.75 

Red   Book   1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews   3.00  1.75 

St.  Nicholas  (new)   3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new)    3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set 3.00  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine 1.50  i.io 

Suburban    Life    3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  .85 

Technical  World 1.50  i.io 

Vogue      4.00  3.50 

Woman's  Hom.e.  Companion  1.50  i.io 

World    Today 1.50  i.io 

World's    Work    300  1.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scribner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers'  prices. 


ALONZO  D.  PECK 


(L.  A.  W.  107) 


DISTRIBUTER   FOR 


Pope  Manufacturing  Co. 

Columbia,  Hartford,  Phoenix 
Crown,  C3TUS  and  Fa}^ 

BICYCLES 


NEW  POPE  MOTOR  CYCLE 

ALSO 

Reading  Standard  Motor  Cycles 

178  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MASS. 

Boston  Office  of  Call  for  League  of  American 
Wheelmen.  Make  appointments  to  meet  Secretary 
Bassett  here,  by  postal  or  telephone.  L.  A.  W. 
telephone  Newton  North  1247  W. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTUREES  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


"The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance" 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  one 
who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


RBGULAB  IMPKOVKD 

Not  like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotter  pins  or  other  derices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.  Send 
us  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.  We  wiU  fit  a  Columbia 
Nut  to  it — FKEE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 

UNCOLN 


Suspenders  Garters 

Belts 

1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treasurer 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men      Our  rates  :-gl.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  §1.00  an  inch!  "'''''""'° 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Fost  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ^o!>wjii 

Vol.  9.     No.  5  JULY  igii  5  Cents 

When  nation  speaks  to  nation  in  the  tones 
Of  friendly  greeting,  'tis  a  joy  to  hear. 
When  nations  dwell  in  peace  beneath  the  sway 
Of  wise,  good  rulers,  'tis  a  joy  to  see. 

— Emperor  of  Japan. 

The  makers  of  wheels  are  quite  convinced  that 
they  will  turn  out  more  bicycles  this  year  than  they 
did  in  the  best  years  of  the  boom  time. 


We  wonder  when  they  will  be  able  to  show  gross 
receipts  equal  to  those  of  the  boom  times. 


Things  are  going  up,  including  air-ships.  But  the 
price  of  bicycles  are  at  a  level  where  the  high  cost 
of  living  does  not  count.  The  necessaries  are  still 
tip. 


Wonder  why  they  call  them  air-ships?  A  ship  is 
not  allowed  to  leak,  but  if  the  air-ship  didn't  leak  air 
it  would  go  down,  and  so  would  the  leaky  ship. 
Seems  to  be  a  frame  up. 


Boston  wheelmen  are  looking  forward  to  Septem- 
ber vS  and  9  when  they  will  Wheel  About  the  Hub. 
Labor  Day  comes  in  the  same  week  this  year.  A 
very  large  turn  out  is  expected. 
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The  annual  conclave  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  called  the 
National  Assembly,  is  down  for  September  7.  It  is 
about  time  to  begin  to  get  the  speeches  ready. 


The  Bay  City  Wheelmen  of  San  Francisco,  whose 
date  of  organization  we  do  not  find  to  be  officially 
recorded,  celebrated  the  26th  anniversary  on  June 
3d  at  the  rooms  of  the  club  in  San  Francisco.  Ed 
Mohrig,  first  President  of  the  club,  gave  a  history 
of  the  formation  of  the  club  in  1884  and  its  growth 
up  to  the  present  time.  A  few  ordinary  bicycles  were 
on  view  during  the  evening. 


"Do  you  enjoy  your  meals,  old  man?" 

''Do   I   enjoy  my  meals?"  snorted  the  indignant 

dyspeptic.     "My   meals   are   merely  guide  posts   to 

take  medicine  before  or  after." 


Arthur  A.  Zimmerman,  old-time  champion,  is  now 
riding  a  motorcycle.  Wants  to  go  faster,  although 
he  used  to  run  away  from  everything. 


Governor  Foss  of  Massachusetts  has  signed  the 
"Lights"  bill,  a  measure  for  which  the  motorists  of 
the  State  have  been  working  for  years.  It  requires 
that  vehicles  using  the  highways  at  night  shall  carry 
a  light,  the  only  exception  being  in  places  where 
there  is  good  street  illumination,  such  as  in  cities 
and  large  towns,  and  vehicles  used  to  transport 
freight  of  an  inflammable  character  like  hay  and 
straw. 
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WILLOW  WARE. 

On  grandmama's  table  is  waiting  for  me 

A  plate  with  gingerbread  piled; 
Bread  and  milk,  and  berries  and  cream, 

And  the  mug  marked:     "For  a  good  child." 
And  I  eat  my  supper  and  wonder  where 

That  wonderful  land  may  be. 
Where  the  sky  is  white  and  the  earth  is  blue, 

That  on  mv  plate  I  see. 

"Grandma,  you  know  'most  everything — 

Tell  me  the  story  of  it  all; 
Do  the  long-tailed  birds  know  how  to  sing? 

Did  a  prmcess  live  in  -that  castle  small? 
The  princess's  hair,  in  a  fairy  tale, 

Is  generally  gold — but  this  is  blue. 
How  does  the  boat  go,  without  any  sail? 

Tell  me  the  story,  grandmama.  do." 

So  she  tells  me  the  legend,  centuries  old. 
Of  the  m.andarin,  rich  in  lands  and  bold; 
Of  Li-chi  fair  and  Chang  the  good, 
Who  loved  each  other  as  lovers  should; 
How  they  hid  in  the  gardener's  hut  awhile, 
Then  fled  away  to  the  Beautiful  Isle, 
Though  the  cruel  father  pursued  them  there. 
And  would  have  killed  the  hapless  pair. 
But  a  kindly  Power,  by  pity  stirred, 
Changed  each  into  a  beautiful  bird. 

Grandmama  puts  her  spectacles  on. 

And  shows  me  on  the  plate 
The  mandarin's  house,  the  island  home. 

The  boat,  the  bridge,  the  gate. 
"Here  is  the  orange  tree  where  they  talked, 

Here  they  are  running  away; 
And  over  all  at  the  top  you  see 

The  birds  making  love  alway." 

And  the  odd  little  figures  seem  to  live; 

Strange  fancies  fill  my  head. 
Till  grandmama  tells  me  much  too  soon: 

"It's  time  to  go  to  bed." 
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But  I  dream  of  a  land  all  blue  and  white, 

I  see  the  lovers  take  their  flight — 

Over  the  arching  bridge  they  go — 

One  of  the  lover  birds  flies  below. 

From  the  little  house  with  the  turned-up  edges, 

Come  tiny  lords  and  ladies  and  pages; 

And  the  bedpost  turns  to  a  willow  tree,   , 

And  at  last  I  seem  myself  to  be 

An  azure  lassie  wandering  through 

That  beautiful  queer  little  land  of  blue. 


The  recent  earthquake  in  Mexico  recalls  one  of 
the  many  little  stories  told  there  illustrative  of  the 
arrogance  of  the  Spanish  character.  A  Spaniard  ar- 
rived at  Vera  Cruz  and  stepped  ashore  just  as  an 
earthquake  occurred.  Putting  on  a  benign  smile,  he 
said:  "Tremble  not,  Earth,  I  am  not  going  to  harm 
thee." 


A  silk  factory  in  Norfolk  has  gone  to  the  wall. 
The  owner's  explanation  was  that  men  are  spending 
so  much  on  automobiles  they  have  nothing  left  for 
silk  ofowns.  The  "J*^'^'  Riders*'  are  scoring  on  the 
"Glad  Rags." 


The  Literary  Digest  calls  the  recent  street  dem- 
onstration of  the  miht-ant  suffragettes  in  New  York 
a  ''monster  parade."  This  is  pretty  rough  on  the 
champions  of  "votes  for  women." 


The  rules  recently  enacted  in  Detroit  compel  au- 
tomobiles to  come  to  a  full  stop  behind  any  street 
car  which  has  itself  stopped  to  take  on  passengers 
and  not  to  proceed  until  the  street  car  has  started. 
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The  Detroit  ordinances  go  further  in  compelling  au- 
tomobiles to  come  to  a  full  stop  on  an^^  cross  street 
before  crossing  car  tracks. 


Sir  Henry  Maine's  famous  political  diagnosis  is 
worth  quoting  at  this  time :  The  King  oi  England 
reigns  but  does  not  gorern,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  governs  but  does  not  reign,  the  Presi- 
dent of  France  neither  reigns  nor  governs. 


President  John  B.  Kelley  of  the  Boston  Bi  Club 
is  touring  awheel  in -England.  May  the  roads  be 
€-asy  and  the  burden  of  the  push  be  light. 


A  thousand  permits  have  been  issued  for  the  navi- 
gation of  the  New  York  canals  by  pleasure  craft. 
The  speed  limit  is  four  miles  an  hour,  and  doubdess 
many  of  the  navigators  are  automobilists  tired  of 
paying  fines. 

In  our  last  issue  we  had  something  to  say  about 
Father's  Day,  what  time  he  was  to  have  a  red  rose 
put  on  his  coat  by  almost  anyone,  but,  by  preference, 
a  young  lady.  We  wonder  how  many  fathers  in  our 
constituency  were  remembered.  We  happen  to 
know  of  one  case  where  a  young  lady  went  into  her 
garden  and  plucked  a  whole  bunch  of  roses  for  an 
elderly  gentleman  with  whom  she  has  had  an  ac- 
quaintance for  a  number  of  years.  It  was  a  kindly 
thought  inspired  by  the  day  and  the  elderly  gentle- 
man felt  a  few  additional  heart  beats  in  recognition 
of  the  remembrance.     It  mav  be  of  interest  to  our 
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readers  to  know  that  it  was  the  garden  which  the 
late  Colonel  Pope  used  to  take  great  deUght  in;  that 
the  young  lady  was  the  daughter  of  the  Colonel;  and 
the  elderly  gentleman  is  now  putting  on  paper  his 
gratitude  and  appreciation. 


The  wheelmen  are  now  flying.  Earle  Ovington  is 
doing  hair-raising  stunts  at  Waltham.  Charlie  Metz 
is  running  the  aviation  meets  in  Waltham  and  Adams 
Claflin  is  preparing  for  the  Squantum  meet  in  the 
fall.    You  ought  to  remember  these  men. 


Blessed  is  the  man  who  doesn'^t  want  to  fly  when 
he  knows  he  doesn't  dare  try  to. 


Government  Astronomer  See,  whose  name  is  hope- 
ful, assures  the  world  that  all  the  stars  and  planets 
are  inhabited,  information  that  may  disquiet  any  air- 
men who  had  hoped  to  escape  an  overcrowded 
world. 


"Every  time  you  open  your  mouth  you  &ul>tra€t 
from  the  sum  total  of  human  knowledge,"  is  the  way 
a  Tammany  man  criticises  his  Assemblyman.  Noth- 
ing glitters  about  this  generality. 


If  motor  cars  had  never  been  invented  we  should 
still  be  very  ignorant  peope.  Ten  years  ago  we 
knew  our  own  immediate  neighborhood;  if  we 
hunted,  our  knowledge  was  possibly  more  extended, 
though  probably  more  peculiar;  otherwise  we  knew 
only  of  other  parts  when  we  happened  to  be  visiting 


BASSETTS  SCRAP  BOOK  71 

friends. who  lived  in  them,  unless,  of  course,  our  law- 
ful calling  took  us  about  the  country.— Autocar. 

Sounds  like  the  preachments  we  used  to  make 
about  getting  out  and  studying  local  geography. 
But  perhaps  the  auto  gets  outside  the  limits  of  the 
local. 


Our  London  members  will  share  our  interest  in  an 
experiment  about  to  be  inaugurated  by  the  Roads 
Improvement  Association.  The  object  is  to  discover 
if  means  cannot  be  found  to  minimize  the  enormous 
road  wasting  attendant  on  the  prevailing  disregard 
of  the  rule  of  the  road  by  drivers  of  vehicles  and  rid- 
ers of  cycles.  The  general  idea  is  to  induce  all  road- 
users — slow-moving  vans,  cyclists  and  motorists— 
to  hug  the  curb  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  pull  out 
only  w^hen  overtaking  and  passing  w^hat  is  ahead  of 
them,  instead  of  straggling  all  over  the  near  side,  or 
persistently  keeping  on  the  crown  of  the  road.  The 
old  instruction  of  "Keep  to  the  Left"  is  to  be  super- 
seded by  "Keep  close  to  the  Curb,"  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  experiment,  a  beginning  is  to  be  made 
in  Kensington  High  Street.  Cyclists  are  particularly 
interested  in  obtaining,  as  far  as  possible,  a  free 
opening  for  themselves,  and  by  falling  into  line  with 
this  idea,  and  by  refraining  at  all  times  to  ride  more 
than  two  abreast,  they  can  materially  assist. — C.  T. 
C.  Gazette. 


Beneficiaries  under  the  will  of  the  late  Colonel 
Albert  A.  Pope,  whose  legacies  were  to  be  paid  from 
stock  of  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Company  of  New 


.72  BASSETTS  SCRAB  BOOK 

Jersey,  are  entitled  to  their  legacies  according  to  a 
decision  of  the  full  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  executors  of  the  will  asked  the  courts  for  con- 
struction of  the  will.  Colonel  Pope  died  Aug.  lo, 
1909,  leaving  a  will  dated  June  16,  1905,  and  a  codicil 
executed  May  28,  1906.  He  was  possessed  at  his 
death  of  4,968  shares  of  first  preferred  stock  of  the 
Pope  Manufacturing  Company  of  New  Jersey;  16,- 
450  shares  of  second  preferred  stock  and  64,024 
shares  of  common  stock  in  the  same  company.  The 
legacies  in  his  will  were  most  of  them  to  be  paid  out 
of  this  stock.  In  1907,  before  the  testator's  death,  a 
receiver  was  appointed  for  the  Pope  Manufacturing 
Company  of  New  Jersey.  Another  corporation  was 
formed  to  carry  on  the  same  business,  under  Con- 
necticut law,  on  Dec.  12,  1908,  to  which  all  the  assets 
of  the  New  Jersey  corporation  were  turned  over  by 
the  receivers.,  On  Nov.  19,  1908,  the  New  Jersey 
corporation  was  dissolved  and  the  exchange  of  the 
stock  of  the  New  Jersey  corporation  for  that  of  its 
successor,  the  Connecticut  firm,  was  made  after  Col- 
onel Pope's  death. 

The  question  for  decision  by  the  Supreme  Court 
was  whether  the  shares  of  the  Pope  Manufacturing 
Company  of  New  Jersey  had  been  redeemed  during 
the  life  of  the  testator  so  as  to  oust  the  beneficiaries 
of  their  legacies.  The  Supreme  Court  decides  that 
they  had  not,  saying: 

"We  think,  therefor,  that  the  legacies  of  first  pre- 
ferred stock  in  the  New  Jersey  corporation  must  be 
deemed  to  have  taken  effect  subject  to  such  engage- 
ments as  the  testator  had  entered  into  in  regard  to 


BASSETT'S  SCRAP  BOOK  7^ 

the  reorganization  and  in  regard  to  the  surrender 
and  exchange  of  first  preferred  stock  in  the  New 
Jersey  corporation  foiY  preferred  stock  in  the  new 
company." 

A  legacy  to  Parker's  Boston  Helping  Hand  Mis- 
sion had  elapsed,  according  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
as  it  was  conditional  upon  the  fact  that  George  W. 
Parker,  who  had  died,  should  be  alive  and  in  charge 
of  the  mission's  work. 

The  executors  of  the  will,  who  asked  for  instruc- 
tions, are:  Abby  Pope  of  €ohasset,  Albert  L.  Pope 
of  Hartford,  Harold  L.  Pope  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
Edward  W.  Pope  of  Lincoln  and  Robert  L.  Winkley 
of  Brookline. 

The  Court  rules  also  that  the  bequest  to  the 
'Tresh  Air  Fund"  shall  be  paid  to  Rev.  Daniel  W, 
Waldron,  for  the  City  Missionary  Society  of  Boston. 
The  bequest  to  the  "Library  Fund  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commandery  of  the  Military  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States,"  shall  be  paid  to 
the  commandery  of  the  Massachusetts  Military 
Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States. 


The  Percy  Banquet. — The  reception  and  banquet 
given  by  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club,  June  3d,  to  Mr. 
J.  C.  Percy,  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  deserves  a  more  ex- 
tended notice  than  we  were  able  to  give  it  in  our  last 
issue.  Mr.  Percy  is  a  former  president  of  the  Pick- 
wick Bicycle  Club  of  London  (the  oldest  bicycle  club 
in  the  world),  editor  of  the  Irish  Cyclist  of  Dublin, 
expert  cricket  and  lacrosse  player,  who  5till  rides 
the  bicycle  100  miles  frequently,  and  who  recently 
completed  a  bicycle  tour  in  Italy,  came  to  America 
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on  a  brief  visit,  and  it  seemed  most  fitting  that  the 
club  which  holds  the  second  place  in  seniority  should 
make  him.  welcome  and  extend  the  right  hand  of  fel 
lowship.  He  was  taken  to  a  base-ball  game  in  the 
afternoon  and  saw  our  national  game  for  the  first 
time. 

The  banquet  was  held  at  the  quaint  quarters  of 
the  Boston  Yacht  Club  and  there  was  a  very  large 
gathering  of  old-time  bicycle  riders.  The  dinner 
call  was  sounded  by  Charles  W.  Reed,  aged  70 
years,  of  Quincy,  on  the  same  bugle  with  which  he 
gave  the  signal  for  the  start  of  the  first  bicycle  club 
ride  in  America — from  Copley  Square  March  12, 
1878.  And  the  diners  marched  in  lock-step  to  the 
table.  A  quartette  from  the  Apollo  Club  gave  some 
rnost  excellent  vocal  music  during  the  courses.  The 
post-prandials  were  especially  fine.  President  John 
B.  Kelley  made  the  opening  speech  and  welcomed 
the  distinguished  guest  to  Boston  wheeldom. 
Quincy  Kilby  read  a  poem  of  welcome  in  which  he 
converted  club  members  into  Irishmen  with  Irish 
names  for  that  night  only.  Mr.  Percy,  in  respond- 
ing, said  that  pleasure  bicycling  was  as  popular  in 
the  British  Isles  today  as  it  had  been  in  America 
fifteen  years  ago.  He  was  pleased  with  what  he  had 
seen  of  this  country  and  the  people.  He  urged  the 
club  members  to  hold  hard  tO'  wheeling  and  to  keep 
the  club  alive.  The  Pickwicks  of  London  have 
nailed  their  club  flag  to  the  mast  and  do  not  propose 
to  have  it  down  while  a  member  still  lives  to  keep 
it  among  the  breezes.  A  most  delightful  thing  is 
the  carmaraderie  that  exists  among  wheelmen  the 
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world  over,  and  this  occasion  lie  pronounced  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  experiences  of  his  life.  He  had  a 
few  witty  stories  to  tell  and  gave  them  the  real  old 
Irish  flavor. 

Abbot  Bassett  furnished  a  poem  and  speeches 
were  made  by  Captain  Kendall,  Charles  C. 
Ryder,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Eugene  Hemmenway. 
Vocal  selections  were  given  by  -  the  Quartette ;  by 
Charles  W.  Reed,  who  sang  "The  Friar";  by 
Thomas  H.  Hall,  who  sang  the  Irish  song,  "Philadel- 
phia in  the  Morning,"  and  by  Arthur  Sherburne 
Kendall,  who  gave  several  of  his  own  musical  set- 
tings of  Kipling's  poems.  It  was  an  occasion  long 
to  be  remembered  by  everyone  present. 


A  St.  Louis  wheelman  writes: — 'T  have  yet  to  see 
the  motorcycle  that  can  reach  the  points  over  vari- 
ous conditions  of  roads  that  a  bicycle  can.  Yes. 
there  are  individual  cases  where  motorcycles  have 
made  record  breaking  runs  over  bad  roads,  but  how 
many  motorcyclists  out  of  the  thousands  who  ride 
can  do  what  these  individual  persons  have  done?  I 
know  of  one  road  in  Missouri  over  which  ten  mem- 
bers of  the  St.  Louis  Cycling  Club  rode  lOO  miles  in 
one  day's  actual  riding  time  on  bicycles.  On  one 
stretch  of  ten  miles  of  this  road  we  crossed  a  creek 
17  different  times,  and  the  depth  of  the  creek  varied 
from  ankle  deep  to  waist  deep,  and  the  width  from 
ten  feet  to  100  feet.  The  bicycle  riders  merely 
shouldered  their  wheels  and  waded.  Can  you  figure 
where  your  motorcyclists  would  be?  Can  you  figure 
a  motorcycle,   or  rather  ten  of  them,   making   100 
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miles   in   one   day   over   roads    of  this   description? 
•  Mind  you,  the  ten  bicycHsts  enjoyed  the  trip  and 
considered  it  a  huge  lark!" 


.  Visitor — Are  you  at  the  head  of  your  class  in 
school? 

Johnny — Not  exactly;  but  the  boy  that  is  at  the 
head  of  my  class  in  school  isn't  in  my  class  in  base- 
ball.   .      .    \  '        •  [      '  'J 

,  The  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  is  now  charging  for  car- 
rying bicycles  as  baggage.  There  is  no  law  to  pre- 
vent them.  The  charge  for  a  five-mile  trip  is  25 
cents,  although  the  fare  may  be  no  more  than  ten 
cents.  In  the  days., when  we. were  working  for  bag- 
gage bills  the  wheelmen  of  Pennsylvania  despaired 
of  going  to  the  Legislature  for  a  mandatory  bill  and 
resorted  to  patronage  pressure.  They  threw  erery 
influence  of  freight  and  passenger  patronage  in  favor 
of  the  Pennsylvania's  rival  lines,  the  P.  &  R.  and 
the  B.  O.,  which  lines  carried  wheels  free.  And  the 
Pennsylvania  Octopus  came  down  and  took  wheels 
free.  But  there  was  no  law  to  compel  them  to  keep 
up  the  practice  and  the  fee  has  been  resumed.  Un- 
fortunately we  are  not  as  strong  as  we  were,  but 
there  are  many  wheels  being  ridden  and  it  might 
not  be  a  half  bad  idea  to  resume  the  old  tactics.  If 
the  makers  of  wheels,  the  riders  of  wheels  and  the 
shippers  of  freight  will  patronize  friendly  roads  we 
may  get  back  to  the  old  condition  of  things.  Baby 
carriages  and  wheels  are  charged  as  50  lbs.  excess 
baggage   up   to   tickets    costing  $3,   and   after   that 
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amount  of  fare  a  greater  charge  is  made.  Will  the 
Veteran  Wheelmen's  Association  of  Philadelphia 
take. charge  of  the  work  in  the  East?  We  appeal  to 
the  wheelmen  of  the  Western  section  to  get  together 
and  help  in  the  cause  which  we  are  bound  to  pro- 
mote and  carry  to  a  solution. 


^    „  PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  are  sending  out  a  4S-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  club  prices  and  discounts 
on  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
it  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it.  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
zines 5tand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.  The  club  idea  pre- 
dominates and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no: 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
us  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines^ 
where-  we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscriptidhn 

List.  Our  Price. 

American  Magazine $1.50,  ^1.25- 

Bicyclffig  World 2,00  1.75 

Century  Magazine 4.00  3.85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7.00  5.60 

Current    Events 40  .35 

Good  Roads  Magazine  i.oo  .90 

Green  Bag  3.00  2.65 

Horseless  Age   .2.00  1.75 

Life     ; 5.00  4.50 

Motor  Boat 2.00  1.75 

Out-Door  Life    1.50  1.35 
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List.  In  Clubs. 

Philistine i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.00  4.50 

St.   Nicholas  (renewal)    3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
are  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  unless  two  or  more 

are  taken.    These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  each  magazine. 

List.  In  Qubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine $1.80  $1.10 

American    Boy    i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine   1.50  1.00 

Atlantic   Monthly    4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine  1.50  i^io 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.35 

Bookman        2.50  ^.40 

Book  News  Monthly  1.00  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School i.oo  .85 

Primary  Education 1.25  i.io 

Recreation        3.00  1.75 

Red   Book 1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews 3.00  1.75 

St.  Nicholas  (new) 3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new)   3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set    300  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine    1.50  i.io 

Suburban    Life    3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  .85 

Technical  World   1.50  i.io 

Vogue 4.00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion  1.50  i.io 

World   Today   1.50  i.io 

World's   Work   300  t.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scribner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers*  prices. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing^ 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


*'The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance" 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  one 
•who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


BHQULAB  IMPBOVKD 

Not Jike  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotcer  pins  or  other  devices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.  Send 
US  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.  We  will  fit  a  Columbia 
Nut  to  it— FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 

UNCOLN 


Susf^nders  Garters 

Belts 

1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

WM.  L,  LOCKHART, 
Treasurer 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEC 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magazine  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  firet-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anvthin?  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-91.50  an  Inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Bostoa 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  j^ustun 

Vol.  9.     No.  6  AUGUST  igii  5  Cents 

The   National  Assembly  impends.     The   nomina- 
tions for  officers  do  not  point  to  many  changes. 


The  fellows   all  seem  ready  with  one  more  year 
for  Freddy. 


It  looks  as  if  it  will  be  another  vear  for  Kilbv. 


A  new  man  now  is  on  the  trail,  and  so  all  uf  for 
Billv'Hale. 


And  they  do  say  if  he's  alive,  A.  B.  will  count  term 
twentv-five. 


And  once  more  there  will  count  the  cash,  as  au- 
ditor, our  old  friend  Nash. 


Maj.  Edward  A.  Weed,  70  years  old,  and  a  vet- 
'eran  of  the  Civil  War,  announced  the  other  day  that 
he  proposed  to  start  from  Los  Angeles  to  wheel 
across  the  continent.  He  declares  that  he  has 
pedaled  400,000  miles  in  all  during  the  last  few  years 
since  he  took  up  the  bicycle  and  that  he  was  never 
better  or  stronger  in  his  life.  The  Major  generally 
carries  a  hundred  pounds  of  luggage  on  his  trips. 
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Senator  Swanson  of  Virginia  wants  the  United 
States  to  appropriate  $20,000,000  to  improve  the 
post  roads  and  rural  deUvery  routes.  Mr.  Swanson 
explained  that  his  plan  would  open  up  more  than 
1,000,000  miles  of  roads  to  government  aid,  that  the 
states  or  local  authorities  w^ould  furnish  an  amount 
equal  to  that  appropriated  by  the  federal  government 
and  that  the  total  would  be  divided  among  the  states 
according  to  population.  Pie  said  the  limitation  to 
postal  roads  and  routes  eliminated  any  constitutional 
objections.  The  bill  would  create  a  road  depart- 
ment, consisting  of  engineers  and  capable  officials  to 
carry  out  the  project.  The  measure,  he  explained,, 
was  modeled  somewhat  after  the  Virginia  law. 
Seem  a  lot  of  money,  but  what  about  $50,000,000  for 
the  Spanish  War?  That  went  through  with  a  rush 
and  did  good  to  no  one  and  harm  to  many. 


Alvey  A,  Adee  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  veteran 
assistant  secretary  of  state,  who  goes  abroad  every 
year  with  his  bicycle,  arrived  in  New  York  on  July  i 
from  Havre  on  the  French  line  steamship  La 
Touraine.  He  said  he  had  ridden  two  thousand 
miles  on  his  bicycle  and  felt  better  than  when  he  left 
America.  The  steamship  encountered  a  school  of 
whales,  which  clung  so  tenaciously  to  the  course  of 
the  liner  that  their  presence  annoyed  Captain 
Mourand.  He  feared  that  their  antics  might  cause 
them  to  foul  his  propellers,  yet  he  was  unable  to 
drive  them  away.  The  whales  followed  the  Touraine 
for  ten  hours  and  suddenly  changed  their  course  tc>- 
the  south. 
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Wheelmen  who  wish  to  famiHarize  themselves 
with  the  topography  of  New  York  State  will  find  the 
topographic  maps  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey,  issued  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  C,  useful.  These  maps  are  issued 
on  sheets  covering  districts  of  from  15  minutes  to 
one  degree  of  latitude  and  longitude,  and  give  the 
height  of  elevations,  the  steepness  of  slopes,  other 
natural  conditions  and  also  show  all  works  of  man, 
such  as  roads,  location  of  houses,  bridges,  railroads 
and  other  landmarks.  On  the  reverse  side  of  the 
sheet  is  a  key  showing  how  to  read  the  various  in- 
dicator marks.  Copies  of  the  maps  may  be  obtained 
at  five  cents  each  on  application  to  the  Director  of 
the  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C.  Similar 
maps  of  other  States  also  may  be  obtained  for  cer- 
tain sections  where  the  survey  has  been  made.  One 
day  we  hope  to  have  the  entire  country  charted  and 
mapped. 


Charles  Patten  Shillaber,  an  old-time  wheelman, 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  died  at  his 
home  in  Sherborn,  Mass.,  on  Tuesday,  July  11,  after 
a  long  illness.  Mr.  Shillaber,  the  son  of  Jonas  G. 
and  Caroline  M.  Shillaber,  was  born  in  Boston,  Feb. 
2,  1853.  He  entered  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  in  the  class  of  1876,  but  did  not  grad- 
uate, owing  to  failing  health.  Leaving  his  studies  he 
went  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  spent  several  years  in 
travel,  visiting  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  other  places 
on  the  Pacific.  Restored  to  health  he  returned  to 
Boston    and    entered    upon    a    successful    business 
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career.  ''Charley,"'  as  we  used  to  call  him,  was  one 
of  the  first  to  become  interested  in  bicycling  and  was 
one  of  the  "high  wheel*'  pioneers.  He  was  active 
in  several  bicycle  clubs  in  the  early  days  of  the  sport 
and  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bicycle  Club.  He  had  a  large  circle  of  friends  both 
in  business  and  society,  owing  to  his  sterling  quali- 
ties and  attractive  personal  characteristics. 


Mr.  M.  J.  Gilbert  of  St.  Louis,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
M.  Butler  of  the  same  city — the  two  gentlemen  being 
veteran  members  of  the  L.  A.  W. — left  St.  Louis.  June 
22  en  route  for  Alaska.  They  took  steamer  Spokane 
from  Seattle  and  on  June  23  came  to  grief  on  Ripple 
Rock  in  Seym.our  Narrows,  near  Victoria,  B.  C. 
The  party  lost  all  their  baggage  and  most  of  their 
personal  belongings,  but  escaped  without  injury. 
There  is  very  much  criticism  of  the  crew  and  its  be- 
havior during  the  accident.  Messrs.  Butler  and  Gil- 
bert carried  League  tickets  which  no  doubt  exer- 
cised a  potent  influence  in  seeing  them  through 
safely. 


One  of  the  most  remarkable  cases  of  accidental 
death  of  a  cyclist  occurred  some  w^eeks  ago  at  High- 
bridge,  Somerset,  England.  The  body  of  a  man  was 
found  dead  at  the  top  of  a  hill,  with  his  bicycle  lying 
across  him.  At  the  inquest  it  was  found  that  the 
upper  part  of  a  set  of  false  teeth  had  become  w-edged 
across  the  man's  throat,  causing  suffocation.  It  was 
decided  that  the  extra  breathing  caused  bv  the  ex- 
ertion of  riding  uphill  had  drawn  the  teeth  back  in 
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the  throat  and  made  it  impossible  for  the  man  to 
breathe.  The  teeth  were  wedged  in  the  throat  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  the  victim  to  have  removed  them.  When  den- 
tists learn  how  to  fasten  these  things  in  with  a  tack 
such  accidents  and  many  awkward  experiences  will 
be  avoided. 


Strange  as  it  may  seem,  rubber-surfaced  roads  will 
be  a  commercial  possibility  within  the  next  five 
years.  This  prediction  comes  from  England.  The 
C.  T.  C.  Gazette  says : — 'This  is  to  be  brought  about 
by  improved  processes  in  the  re-making  of  scrapped 
rubber,  and  also  by  the  enormously  increased  prod- 
ucts of  the  numerous  rubber  plantations  established 
during  the  boom.  The  only  rubber  road  we  know — 
under  the  arch  of  the  Euston  Hotel — ^always  strikes 
up  as  somewhat  dead,  but  probably  it  is  of  much 
greater  thickness  than  the  skin  suggested.  We  re- 
member in  the  old  discussions  of  rubber  roads  it  was 
suggested  that  rubber  tires  would  no  longer  be 
necessary,  and  in  wet  weather  we  are  a  little  doubt- 
ful as  to  how  a  rubber  tire  would  grip  a  rubbered 
road.  We  live  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  boulder-strewn 
Honister  and  Amulree  as  smooth  as  a  skating  rink." 


Alonzo  D.  Peck  (Lon  of  the  Old  Guard)  has  retired 
from  business  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  is  down 
at  Emery's  Mills,  Me.,  trying  to  regain  the  good 
health  that  has  got  away  from  him.  His  family  and 
friends   have   been   anxious    about   him   for   several 
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years  and  now  he  has  responded  to  an  imperative 
demand  from  the  doctor,  sold  out  his  business,  and 
taken  to  the  woods.  He  intends  staying  in  Maine  till 
October  and  will  then  go  to  Florida  or  Jamaica  for 
the  winter.  His  business  will  be  carrier  on  by  the  N. 
E.  Motorcycle  and  Bicycle  Co.,  of  which  W.  F.  Halli- 
day,  formerly  with  Mr.  Peck,  is  manager.  Lon  has 
gone  out  of  cycling  but  he  is  still  with  us  in  the  flesh, 
and  his  friends  hope  he  will  remain  with  us  many 
years. 


GOVERNOR    BALDWIN    RIDES    A    WHEEL. 

Many  of  Connecticut's  recent  governors  have  used 
the  auto  for  recreation,  others  have  ridden  in  the 
saddle  for  recreation  and  exercise,  including  one 
near-governor  in  a  man  twice  candidate  for  this  high 
office,  but  Governor  Baldwin  remains  faithful  to  the 
bicycle  when  he  wants  exercise  and  recreation  com- 
bined. The  governor  when  a  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  and  for  years  before  was  a  familiar  figure  on 
the  byways  and  highways  about  the  city  and  adjacent 
towns  on  his  low-geared  wheel.  And  always  he 
dressed  for  the  occasion,  usually  wearing  a  blue  suit 
with  knickerbockers  and  cap  to  match. 

During  the  recent  hot  spell  Governor  Baldwin  had 
recourse  to  his  bicycle  to  keep  cool  and  his  blue  clad 
figure  as  a  familiar  sight  about  Hamden  and  North 
Haven  during  the  cool  hours  of  the  hottest  days. 

Governor  Baldwin  is  dignified  to  a  degree,  a 
marked  degree  too,  as  befits  his  station  as  the  state's 
chief  executive   and   as   ex-chief  justice  of  our   su- 
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preme  court,  and  he  carries  his  full  dignity  with  him 
on  his  pleasure  spins  through  the  town  and  country 
lanes  surrounding  the  city.  Never  could  the  gover- 
nor be  charged  with  speeding  and  never  has  he  been 
known  to  ride  on  a  foot  path  or  unpaved  sidewalk 
no  matter  how  bad  the  going  may  be  in  the  street. 

If  the  governor  is  dignified  he  also  is  an  early 
riser.  The  horseman,  on  gallant  steed,  races 
through  the  country  hereabouts  as  early  as  6  and  7 
o'clock,  but  the  report  comes  from  North  Haven  as 
€arly  as  4  o'clock  in  the  morning.  That  is  the  hour 
of  a  summer  day  when  probably  the  most  pleasure 
can  be  had  from  bike  riding  and  the  governor  knows 
it,  for  he  has  ridden  a  bike  for  years  and  even  though 
lie  has  crossed  the  70  year  mark  he  can  reel  off  mile 
after  mile  at  a  comfortable  speed  without  feeling 
fatigued. — New  Haven  Register. 


Brook  Farm. — Jn  the  old  days  we  used  to  urge 
riding- with  a  purpose;  and  a  worthy  purpose  used 
to  be  exploring  new  territory,  visiting  places  of  his- 
toric interest,  investigating  nature's  wonders  and 
secrets.  It  was  for  a  purpose  of  this  kind  that  those 
who  engaged  in  the  initial  Wheel  About  the  Hub 
made  a  visit  to  Brook  Farm.  They  found  but  one  of 
the  buildings  that  were  there  when  Brook  Farm  was 
occupied,  but  there  was  an  inspiration  to  be  taken 
in  when  standing  on  the  site  of  the  Phalanstery, 
while  viewing  the  place  where  stood  the  Eyrie,  when 
beneath  shadow  of  pulpit  rock  where  Jotm  Eliot 
preached  to  the  Indians,  or  when  walking  in  the 
grove  where  were  held  the  revels  of  those  who  were 
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of  the  community.  They  looked  upon  the  only  build- 
ing standing  at  the  present  time,  the  so-called  Mar- 
garet Fuller  cottage,  and  they  could  well  believe  that 
if  Margaret  did  not  really  live  there  she  must  have 
been  a  frequent  visitor. 

Did  ever  a  larger  company  of  interesting  men  get 
together  than  were  gathered  at  Brook  Farm?  The 
project  found  its  incipiency  in  George  Ripley,  a 
Unitarian  minister  of  Boston,  who,  like  Emerson, 
became  dissatisfied  with  his  life  as  a  minister.  In- 
fluenced by  the  German  philosophy  of  transcenden- 
talism he  determined  to  try  to  improve  on  social 
conditions,  to  insure  a  more  natural  union  between 
intellectual  and  manual  labor  than  nov/  exists.  He 
gathered  this  group  of  kindred  souls  and  started 
upon  the  experiment.  There  were  Nathaniel  Haw- 
thorne, Charles  A.  Dana,  John  S.  Dwight,  George 
Wm.  Curtis,  and  some  forty  more  regular  dwellers, 
while  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  Theodore  Parker,  A. 
Bronson  Alcott  and  Margaret  Fuller  were  frequent 
visitors.  The  story  of  their  life  at  the  Farm  is  too 
long  for  this  meditim.  Read  Hawthorne's  ''Blithe- 
dale  Romance"  for  a  pretty  picture  of  the  doings  of 
these  interesting  personages.  It  was  not  altogether 
an  experiment  in  Socialism,  for  to  Socialism  as  ad- 
vocated by  Fourier  may  be  attributed  its  downfall. 
Albert  Brisbane  came  over  from  France,  and  joining 
the  commimity  at  Brook  Farm,  forced  Fourierisn? 
upon  it.  From  that  moment  the  experiment  was 
doomed,  and  when  the  Phalanstry  burned  the  whole 
thing  came  to  an  end.  The  Phalanstr}^ — made  up 
from  the  word  phalanx — was  a  3-story  building.  175 
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feet  long,  containing  lOO  rooms.  Here  the  farmers 
proposed  to  live  in  one  large  community.  It  burned 
when  about  ready  for  occupancy.  The  Eyrie  was  a 
small  quadrangular  building  used  for  the  offices. 
Both  of  these  buildings  stood  on  a  high  bluff  com- 
manding a  view  reaching  for  miles  away.  The  ex- 
periment lasted  from  1841  to  1846.  Can  we  not  be- 
lieve that  the  wheelmen  going  about  the  Hub  drank 
in  an  inspiration  from  this  historic  ground  that  will 
be  fixed  in  their  memories  for  many  years? 


The  Massachusetts  light  law  is.  in  effect  and  the 
manufacturers  and  dealers  note  an  active  demand  for 
lamps.  The  demand  is  mostly  for  those  which  may 
be  attached  to  the  carriage  or  wagon  sides  or  dash- 
boards, though  many  teamsters  will  comply  with  the 
law  by  hanging  a  lantern  under  the  axle  of  their 
wagons.  The  vehicles  that  are  excepted  from  the 
law  are  those  designed  for  the  transportation,  as 
their  principal  freight,  of  hay  or  straw  while  loaded 
with  such  freight.  Other  freight  vehicles  may  be 
exempted  by  the  Highsvay  Commission  upon  written 
application.  So  far  the  Commission  has  received 
no  petitions  for  exemptions,  but  it  is  in  receipt  of 
inquiries  that  indicate  th^t  petitions  may  be  put  be- 
fore it  for  action.  The  law  also  does  not  apply  in 
well-lighted  cities  and  towns,  it  being  specifically 
provided  that  the  requirement  as  to  light  shall  not 
apply  to  any  vehicle,  while  upon  any  lighted  street 
where  sitreet  lights  are  maintained  at  a  distance  of 
500  feet  apart  or  less.  Hand-propelled  vehicles  are 
exempted. 
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The  Newton  (Mass.)  Bic}xle  Club  held  its  204th 
meeting  at  the  Point  Shirley  Club,  Winthrop,  as 
guests  of  President  Herbert  A.  Fuller,  on  Saturday, 
July  8.  A  fish  dinner  fit  for  the  gods  was  served  and 
the  boys  ate  it  after  the  manner  of  mortals.  A  run 
home  by  moonlight  finished  out  the  evening. 


Clad  in  khaki  and  mounted  on  every-day  bicycles, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Miller,  of  Toronto,  Canada, 
are  making  a  10,000  mile  tour  of  the  continent, 
which,  according  to  the  schedule  made  out,  will  last 
until  May,  1912.  They  have  already  covered  2,000 
miles  of  their  journey  and  are  at  present  in  the  New 
England  States,  having  left  Toronto  on  June  ist  last. 
When  they  started  out  they  were  absolutely  penni- 
less, as  they  intended  to  subsist  on  the  sale  of  photo- 
graphs while  on  the  road.  So  far  they  have  not  had 
the  semblance  of  an  accident,  neither  having  had  so 
much  as  a  puncture.  Mr.  Aliller  has  lost  twelve 
pounds  but  his  wife  has  gained  five  pounds,  even 
though  the  pair  has  put  in  some  hard  riding.  So  far 
their  record  for  one  day  has  been  108  miles,  but  this 
does  not  come  up  to  the  mark  which  they  set  on  a 
previous  tour,  when  they  rode  132  miles  in  one  day. 
During  the  hot  spells  they  drink  little  water  while 
they  are  in  their  saddles,  thereby  preventing  exces- 
sive perspiration. 

The  Millers  have  only  been  married  two  years, 
Mr.  M-iller  is  26  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  cele- 
brated her  19th  birthday  on  July  17th.  Their  am- 
bition is  to  meet  President  Taft  when  they  pass 
through  Washington  in  September. 
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The  trouble  with  nearly  all  of  us  is  that  the  pros- 
pect of  a  vacation  makes  us  summon  unconsciously 
all  our  reserve  energy  and  we  go  forth  and  put  in 
two  weeks  at  high  tention  and  then  plod,  home  un- 
conscious that  our  account  at  the  Bank  of  Stamina 
has  been  sadly  o'erdrawn.  Really  it  is  a  fine  art  to 
take  a  vacation  and  get  the  most  out  of  it. 


JOINED  IN  1897—1. 

A  list  of  those  who  joined  the  L.  A.  W.  in  1897,  Jan.  i 
to  June  30,  and  are  still  in  good  standing.  Old  series  of 
numbers  used.  Next  month  we  shall  publish  the  second 
half  to  Dec.  31,  1897. 

1623 — Frederick  A.  Fell,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  i. 

1624 — H.  C.  McKeever,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Jan.  i. 

1627 — Theodore  Siddall,  Manila,  Phil.  Islands,  Jan.  15. 

1629 — ^James  N.  Knipe,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Jan.  22. 

1630 — Edward  D.  Kichline,  Darwin,  Cal.,  Jan.  22. 

1631 — M.  W.  Baldwin.  Washington,  D.  C,  Jan.  29. 

^633 — F-  A.  Crowell,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  FelD.  5. 

1636 — George  A.  Smith,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  12. 

1639 — Herman  Kappes,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  26. 

1641 — E.  J.  Haskell,  Westbrook,  Me.,  March  5. 

1645— Edward  P.  Critcher,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  March  5. 

1647 — Charles  Nase,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  5. 

1648 — A.  H.  Sanborn,  Providence,  R.  I.,  March  5. 

1649 — Dana  W.  Fellows,  Portland,  Me..  March  12. 

1651 — Charles  C.  Jones.  Germantown,  Phila.,  Pa.,  March  12. 

1654 — James  V.  Heckler,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  March  19. 

1655 — Alex.  Krumbhaar,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  March  19. 

1657 — Mrs.  Libbie  E.  Wells,  Norwich,  Conn.,  March  26. 

1658— Albert  J.  Clark,  Mcntclair.  N.  J.,  March  26. 

1662 — Edwin  Jennings,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  March  26. 

1664— Neff  H.  Rhode,  Reading,  Pa.,  March  26. 

1666 — George  W.  Crampton.  Newton  Centre,  Mass.,  April  2. 

1668 — Harry  F.  Westervelt.  Newark,  N.  J.,  April  2. 

1669 — Delmer  Runkle,  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y.,  April  2. 

1675 — Thomas  R.  Maris,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  9. 

1679 — John  J.  Butler,  Providence,  R.  I.,  April  9. 
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1682 — Henry  A.  Holman,  Hinsdale,  N.  H.,  April  16. 

1683 — John  Weldon,  Jr.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  April  16. 

1685— R.  K.  Matlock,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  16. 

1686 — Wallace  A.  Smith,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  April  23. 

1687— R.  E.  Shuphelt,  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  April  23. 

1697 — Ara  N.  Sargent,  Salem,  Mass.,  May  7. 

1709— Everett  L.  Tindall,  Sag  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  May  7. 

1701 — W.  N.  Noble,  New  Milford,  Conn.,  May  7. 

1703 — Jacob  Vosseler,  Orange,  N,  J.,  May  7. 

1704 — L.  O.  Winckelback,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  May  14. 

1708— Joseph  B.  L.  Shea,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  May  14. 

1709 — George  Matheny.  McKeesport,  Pa.,  May  14. 

1710 — Charles  G.  Stackhonse,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14. 

171 1 — Charles  C.  Baker,  Altoona,  Pa.,  May  14. 

1712 — Howard  W.  Lippincott,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,   May  14. 

1713 — John  S.  Marks,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  May  14. 

1714 — *Dr.  John  McLernon,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14. 

1715 — Joseph  N.   Pearce,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14. 

1716 — J.  S.  Lovering  Whaiton.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14, 

1717 — J.  Carroll  Hayes,  West  Chester.  Pa.,  May  14. 

1721 — James  H.  Sanders.  Concord.  N.  H.,  May  21. 

1723 — ^J.  F.  Tomlinson,  Perr}^,  N.  Y.,  May  21. 

1727 — Harry  ]\Iiller.  Detroit.  Mich.,  May  21. 

1730 — Frederic  de  Belleville,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  May  28. 

^^72)3 — Ottomar  Jarecki.  Erie,  Pa.,  May  2B>. 

1734 — Arthur  S.  Freeman,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  May  28. 

1735 — Frank  X.  Moerk,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May, 28. 

1739 — J-  E.  Jarvis.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  4. 

1742 — Horace  R.  Hacker,  Philadelphia,   Pa..  June  4. 

1744 — William  H.  Powers.  Boston.  Mass.,  June  11. 

1745 — Edward  B.  Stevens,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  June  11. 

1746 — Charles  A.  W^harton,  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  June  11. 

1747 — C.  S.  Videon,  Prince  Bay,  N.  Y.,  June  11. 

1750 — W^illiam  R.  Howarth,  Lake  View,  N.  J.,  June  18. 

1752 — John  N.  Reeve,  Wildwood,  N.  J.,  June  18. 

1753 — George  H.  Howland,  So.  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  June  25. 

1755 — Charles  Murset,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  25. 

1765 — Horace  P.  Richards,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  25, 

We  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  anything  in  the  way  of 
corrections  to  the  above  list.  There  are  many  life  members 
in  the  group  and  we  are  not  sure  if  all  be  living  or  not. 
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NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  MEETING. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly,  L.  A.  W., 
will  be  held  Sept.  7,  at  Hotel  Dreyfus,  6  Beach  St.,  Boston, 
Mass.,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  A  dinner,  for  those  who  choose 
to  attend,  will  be  served  at  6  p.  m.,  $1.25  per  plate.  Notify 
the  Secretary  if  you  will  eat  with  us  and  drop  in  at  8  p.  m. 
if  not  hungry.  Ballots  for  officers  have  been  sent  to 
delegates.  Abbot  Bassett, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 


PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  are  sending  out  a  45-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  club  prices  and  discounts 
on  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
it  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it.  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
zines stand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.  The  club  idea  pre- 
dominates and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
us  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines 
where  we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscription 

List.  Our  Price. 

American  Magazine $1.50  $1.25 

Bicycling   WoHd    2.00  1.75 

Century  Magazine    4.00  3.85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7.00  5.60 

Current    Events    40  .35 

Good  Roads   Magazine   i.oo  .90 

Green   Bag  3.00  2.65 

Horseless  Age    2.00  1.75 

Life       500  4.50 

Motor  Boat 2.00  1.75 

Out-Door  Life    1.50  1.35 
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List.  In  Qubs. 

Philistine i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.00  4.50 

St.   Nicholas  (renewal)    3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
are  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  unless  two  or  more 

are  taken.    These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  each  magazine. 

List.  In  Clubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine  $1.80  $1.10 

American   Boy   i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine   1.50  i.oo 

Atlantic  Monthly    4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine  , 1.50  i.io 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.35 

Bookman        2.50  2.40 

Book  News  Monthly  i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School  i.oo  .85 

Primary  Education  1.25  i.io 

Recreation       3.00  1.75 

Red   Book    1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews 3.00  1.75 

St.  Nicholas  (new) 3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new)   3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set    3.00  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine    1.50  i.io 

Suburban   Life    3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  .85 

Technical  World   1.50  i.io 

Vogue      4.00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion 1.50  i.io 

World   Today 1.50  i.io 

World's   Work   3.00  1.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scrlbner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers*  prices. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


jrANUFACTCREKS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


^'The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance'' 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  on© 
who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


IMPROVED 


Not  like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotcer  pins  or  other  devices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.  Send 
U3  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.  We  wiB  fit  a  Columbia 
Nut  to  it— FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 

LINCOLN 

Suspenders  Garters 

Belts 

1307-0941   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 

Treasurer 


BaSSett'SSCi-apBooK 

A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OP      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates :— ^1.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  I'ost  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -u«jaiim 

Vol.  g.     No.  7  SEPTEMBER  igii  5  Cents 

The  thorns  which  I  have  reaped  are  of  the  tree 
I  planted — they  have  torn  me — and  I  bleed; 
I  should  have  known  what  fruit  would  spring  from  such  a 
seed. 

— Byron. 


Don't  put  your  wheel  away  just  yet.    It  is  the  gala 
time  for  wheelmen. 


In    the    cool    of    October    there    is    Httle    fear   of 
swettspiration. 


It  is  not  easy  to  contradict  one  who  asserts  that 
England  led  the  way  in  cycle  construction.  America 
saw  the  good  things  and  copied.  The  automobile 
will  create  not  a  few  tests  to  show  where  dwell  the 
best  inventors  and  mechanics. 


France  gave  us  the  velocipede;  England  presented 
us  with  the  bicycle  and  France  seemiS  to  be  the  pio- 
neer with  the  auto.  America  is  quite  up  to  the  front 
with  the  aeroplane. 


When  riding  home  the  other  evening-  we  met  a 
Dublin  doctor  on  his  bicycle.  He  had  been  an  en- 
thusiastic  motorist   for   two   years,   but   has   finally 
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given  up  his  car  as  he  found  that  the  bic}xle  really 
appealed  to  him  more.  He  informed  us  that  his  re- 
sumption of  the  pastime  had  resulted  in  his  getting 
rid  of  a  very  troublesome  complaint,  namely,  gout, 
which  had  developed  during  his  motoring. — Irish 
CvcHst. 


Contrary  to  pubHshed  reports  the  old  Capital 
Club,  of  Washington,  D,  C,  an  organization  of 
bicycHsts  formed  in  the  days  of  the  "high  vrheeler" 
(1879),  is  not  disbanded,  according  to  a  statement 
recently  made  by  the  society's  president,  Irving  Wil- 
liamson. What  gave  rise  to  the  rumor  was  the  fact 
that  the  government  had  bought  the  society's  club- 
house at  409  15th  Street,  but  despite  the  fact  that 
this  is  so,  the  organization  has  still  preserved  its  in- 
tegrity and  will  continue  to  hold  meetings  at  least 
once  a  year,  which  will  probably  be  in  the  form  of 
reunion  banquets. 


Having  long  enjoyed  a  monopoly  of  the  automo- 
bile show  privileges  in  Chicago,  S.  A.  Miles,  general 
manager  of  the  National  Association  of  Automobile 
Manufacturers,  which  conducts  the  Chicago  shows, 
and  will  also  invade  New  York  this  winter  and  hold 
an  open  show  at  the  new  Grand  Central  Palace,  has 
formed  a  company  which  has  secured  control  of  the 
Palace  for  all  future  exhibitions.  While  Miles  will 
run  both  of  the  N.  A.  A.  M.  shows  in  Chicago  and 
New  York,  his  connection  with  the  new  controlling 
interests  of  the  Palace  is  distinctly  a  separate  enter- 
Drise. 
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MARY'S  LAMB. 

Mary  bought  a  roast  of  lamb, 

It  made  the  butcher  laugh, 
For  when  he  asked,  "Which  quarter,  ma'am?" 

She  said,  "I'll  take  a  half." 

It  came  to  table  thirteen  days, 

And  Mary  did  her  best 
To  serve  it  up  in  various  ways. 

With  different  sauces  dressed. 

"I  didn't  know  you  loved  lamb  so," 

Her  doting  husband  sighed; 
"I  hate  it  worse  than  aught  I  know," 

Discouraged  Mary  cried. 

"I  didn't  know  lambs  ever  grew 

To  such  a  horrid  size; 
There's  still  enough  for  Irish  stew 

And  several  mutton  pies! 

"I  v/ish  you'd  take  the  rest  away 

And  bury  it  from  view; 
If  it's  around  another  day 

I  don't  know  what  I'll  do!" 

And  so  her  husband  took  it  out, 

And  hid  it  in  the  ground; 
And  now  when  Mary  is  in  doubt, 

She  says:     "A  half  a  pound!" 

— Francis  Wilson  Starner. 


The  man  who  rocks  the  boat  you  can  avoid.  The 
fly  paper  gives  you  more  or  less  revenge  upon  the 
six-footed  conveyor  of  disease.  But  what  chance 
have  you  against  the  road  hog  when  a  $30  fine  is 
punishment  for  an  offending  millionaire? 


A  philosopher  is  a  man  who  has  a  remedy  for  all 
weeds  that  do  not  grow  in  his  own  garden. 
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Spanish  cyclists  adopt  a  novel  method  of  convey- 
inof  orang^es.  Thev  carry  them  stuck  in  the  front 
wheel  just  below  the  crossing  of  the  s-pokes. 


Two  wheelmen  passed  along  since  our  last.  Henry 
Strugnell,  who  for  years  was  ofificial  outfitter  for  the 
wheelmen  of  New  York  City;  and  James  S.  Cope- 
land,  chief  designer  for  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  and  in- 
ventor of  many  bicycle  parts  and  accessories.  Resi- 
dent of  Hartford,  Conn. 


Automobilists  are  slow  to  learn  the  lesson  of  the 
law  of  the  road;  a  lesson  that  wheelmen  had  to  learn 
in  the  way  back  times.  In  turning  into  a  crossroad, 
if  they  go  to  the  right,  they  should  keep  to  the  right 
and  go  close  to  the  corner.  If  they  turn  to  the  left, 
they  should  cross  to  the  further  corner  on  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  road.  President  Taft's  chauffeur, 
disregarding  this  rule,  smashed  into  a  motor  car  re- 
cently and,  recognizing  the  reason  for  this,  the  Pres- 
ident said  to  the  owner  of  the  car:  "Go  and  get  your 
car  fixed  and  send  the  bill  to  me."  Many  of  the  acci- 
dents we  read  about  are  caused  by  turning  to  the  left 
close  to  the  curb.  But  the  automobilists  are  not  the 
only  ones  in  fault,  for  carriage  drivers  are  great  of- 
fenders in  this  respect. 


This  comes  from  Oak  Bluff.  One  more  argument 
to  show^  that  a  hog  is  always  a  hog  no  matter  where 
he  is  located,  and  it  will  also  be  found  that,  place  him 
where  you  will,  a  gentleman  will  always  be  a  gentte- 
man.  "I  have  owned  an  auto  for  four  years  and  I 
never   saw  such   an   exhibition  of  hoofsrishness   dis- 
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played  by  man  as  in  driving  an  auto.  By  far  the  ma- 
jority want  the  centre  of  the  road.  Recently  I  rode 
to  West  Tisbiiry  from  here  on  my  bicycle,  and  80 
per  cent,  of  the  many  autoists  that  passed  me  in 
either  direction  were  annoyed  because  I  held  the 
right-hand  wheel  track.  I  was  entitled  by  law  to  half 
of  the  road  from  the  centre.  I  have  been  forced  into 
three  inches  of  loose  gravel  by  auto  driyers  when  on 
my  wheel  holding  the  beaten  wheel  track.  An 
autoist  coming  down  hill  on  the  left  side  blew  his 
horn  for  me  to  get  away  from  the  right  side.  I  had 
to  dismount  and  stand  by  my  wheel  to  make  him  go 
where  he  belonged.  I  think  it  would  be  an  excellent 
plan  for  a  constable  to  be  employed  in  every  town 
on  a  motorcycle,  in  citizen's  clothes,  to  take  the  num- 
bers of  the  machines  that  are  driven  by  such  hogs 
and  report  them  to  the  commission  on  highways,  the 
expense  fines  for  not  turning  out  for  the  wheelmen 
to  be  paid  from  the  auto  licenses." 


Mr.  J.  C.  Percy,  of  the  Irish  Cyclist,  who  was  over 
here  in  June  last,  has  this  to  say  about  American 
bicycles: 

"During  my  recent  visit  to  America,  I  had  ample 
opportunity  of  contrasting  the  respective  merits  of 
American  and  English  machines.  I  may,  therefore, 
be  permitted  to  give  the  results  of  my  investigations 
and  observations,  which  are  altogether  in  favor  of 
the  British-made  article.  The  American  machine  al- 
ways strikes  me  as  being  nothing  more  than  two 
wheels  and  a  frame.  It  lacks  both  the  finish  and  re- 
finement of  the  British-made  bike.    And  so  a  bicycle, 
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which,  by  the  way,  is  called  'a  wheel'  in  America,  is 
simply  a  couple  of  wheels  and  'nothing  more.'  In 
brakework,  speed  gear  devices,  saddles,  handlebars, 
rims — in  fact,  in  every  essential  part — the  American 
bicycle  is  behind  our  leading  makes.  Such  luxuries 
as  mudguards  and  gear  cases  are  almost  unknown, 
the  result  no  doubt  of  different  climatic  conditions. 
What  struck  me  most  about  any  American  bicycles  I 
came  across  was  their  unfinished  appearance.  They 
were,  as  a  rule,  'naked,'  resembling  our  light  road- 
sters more  than  anything  else.  In  a  great  many 
cases  the  fitments  were  flimsy  and  the  accessories 
cheap  and  nasty-looking,  which  may  explain  in  a 
large  measure  why  the  American  manufacturer 
failed  to  get  a  hold  on  the  British  markets,  a  failure 
which  is  accentuated  by  the  success  of  enterprising 
Yankee  firms  in  the  manufacture  of  other  mechanical 
contrivances. 

''What  better  proof  could  one  have  as  to  the  out- 
standing merits  of  the  British  bicycle  than  the  action 
of  Mr.  John  B.  Kelley,  president  of  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Club.  Mr.  Kelley  came  to  Dublin,  saw  my 
little  Humber,  and  it  so  captivated  his  fancy  that  he 
immediately  placed  an  order  for  a  similar  machine. 
While  on  this  subject,  did  it  ever  strike  you  how 
little  America  has  done  toward  the  perfection  of  the 
bicycle?  For  a  mechanical  people,  distinguished  in 
all  other  branches  of  mechanical  progress,  they  have 
done  practically  nothing  to  develop  the  bicycle.  At 
no  stage  in  the  evolution  of  the  cycle  do  we  see  the 
hand  of  the  American  inventor,  if  we  except  a  few 
patents  relating  to  internal  hub  brakes.     From  the 
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hobby  horse  to  the  modern  safety,  France,  England, 
and  even  Ireland,  have  each  contributed  a  share;  but, 
so  far  as  my  researches  go,  I  can  find  no  outstand- 
ing feature  as  a  result  of  American  genius,  v^hich^ 
having  regard  to  their  ingenuity  in  other  directions, 
strikes  me  as  being  most  remarkable.  Somehow  or 
other  they  do  not  attach  the  same  importance  to  the 
bicycle  as  we  do  on  this  side,  which  explains  why 
they  have  'fallen  out  of  the  procession'  from  a  man- 
ufacturing point  of  view." 

What's  the  answer?  It  seems  to  us  he  has  given 
it  in  the  last  paragraph.  The  bicycle  on  the  market 
in  America  today  is  low  in  price  and  sold  at  small 
profit.  There  is  no  encouragement  for  the  inventor 
to  improve  the  wheel.  He  is  working  on  the  auto 
and  the  motorcycle.  Just  watch  the  motorcycle 
grow  to  perfection.  And  don't  look  away  from,  the 
auto.  See  if  the  American  inventor  does  not  come 
into  his  own  in  these  two  promising  fields  of  work. 


New  York's  cycle  path  from  Brooklyn  to  Coney 
Island  is  threatened  with  destruction.  It  is  one  of 
the  longest  and  best  of  the  cycle  paths  constructed 
when  such  things  were  the  rage.  The  Brooklyn 
Good  Roads  Association  undertook  the  work  of 
bringing  about  the  construction  of  the  path  in  Au- 
gust, 1894,  when  a  committee  of  that  organization 
appeared  before  the  Park  Board  and  urged  their 
claims  for  recognition  and  asked  for  the  necessary 
improvements.  The  members  of  the  committee  were 
George  T.  Stebbins,  president,  Brooklyn  Good 
Roads    Association;     Isaac    B.     Potter,    president, 
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Brooklyn  Bicycle  Club;  W.  O.  Tate,  president,  Mon- 
tauk  Wheelmen;  Mr.  Charles  Schwalbach,  of  the 
Kings  County  Wheelmen,  and  Mr.  Angell  of  the 
Long  Island  Wheelmen. 

During  the  conference  it  was  brought  out  that  the 
Park  Board  was  perfectly  willing  to  grant  the  im- 
provements, but  confessed  to  lack^oJ  the  necessary 
money  to  put  them  into  execution.  Finally  it  was 
agreed  that  $3,500  would  be  required,  and  the  wheel- 
men agreed  to  raise  the  sum  among  the  devotees  of 
the  sport.  From  then  on  the  work  progressed 
steadily  until  June  15th  of  the  following  year,  when 
the  path  was  completed  and  paid  for  by  popular  sub- 
scription, all  contributed  and  collected  by  wheelmen 
and  their  friends. 

In  the  succeeding  year  traffic  over  the  path  be- 
came so  heavy  that  a  return  path  was  found  to  be 
necessary.  Again  the  cycling  associations  took  up 
the  work,  and  this  time  an  act  of  legislature  of  New 
York  state  made  possible  the  financing  of  the  return 
path.  And  now  that  the  path  is  not  largely  patron- 
ized it  bids  fair  to  be  put  to  other  uses.  Alreadv  the 
horsemen  have  a  slice  of  it  and  it  is  proposed  to  give 
over  half  of  it  to  the  automobilists.  The  wheelmen 
of  New  York  are  putting  up  a  big  fight  to  save  the 
path. 


Three  motor  heroes  started  from  Dijon,  France. 
They  were  a  painter,  a  lawyer  and  a  doctor.  The 
doctor  was  at  the  wheel.  The  ride  was  to  be  to 
Chalons,  some  fifty  miles  away,  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening.    The  painter  was  smoking  his  pipe  and  the 
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lawyer  a  cigar  inside  the  automobile.  They  were 
very  comfortable,  and  all  three  were  enjoying  the 
ride.  Suddenly  the  brakes  were  put  on,  sparks  flew 
from  the  flinty  road,  and  the  car  came  to  a  sudden 
stop. 

"What's  the  matter?"  inquired  the  friends  at  the 
back. 

''Look  at  that  brute  there,"  exclaimed  the  doctor. 
"He  hit  me  with  a  stone  big  ate  your  fist."  The  doc- 
tor was  rubbing  his  stomach  with  pain.  A  man  at 
the  roadside  was  running  away  and  shouting  insults 
at  the  motorists.  They  took  in  the  situation  at 
once.  He  was  a  peasant  who  hated  automobiles  and 
flung  stones  at  the  drivers.  In  an  instant  the  painter 
and  the  lawyer  made  up  their  minds.  They  ran  after 
the  man,  and  brought  him  to  bay  near  a  ditch.  He- 
threatened  them  with  stones,  which  he  held  in  each; 
hand. 

The  painter  took  out  a  good-sized  revolver, 
pointed  it  at  him,  and  said:  "Now  you  drop  those 
stones." 

The  peasant  cowed  down  and  dropped  the  stones, 
so  the  two  friends  then  said:  "Now  w^e  will  teach  you 
a  lesson."  They  marched  him  back  to  the  automo- 
bile, made  him  get  in,  and  drove  some  thirty  miles. 
Then  they  put  him  on  the  road  again,  and  told  him 
to  walk  home.  "Thirty  miles  of  a  walk;  by  a  clear 
night  will  do  you  good,"  they  said.  To  make  sure 
that  he  would  walk,  they  took  his  old  silver  watch, 
his  knife,  his  vest  and  coat,  and  everything  he  had, 
and  sent  the  articles  back  to  the  village  by  parcel 
post  the  next  morning. 
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History  repeats  itself  and  human  nature  changes 
slowly.  DeQuincey  told  perhaps  seventy  years  ago 
how  his  sudden  cry  of  horror  roused  from  mutual 
preoccupation  a  pair  of  lovers  walking  in  an  English 
lane  one  night  just  in  time  to  save  them  from  being 
crushed  by  the  huge  mail  coach  upon  which  he  was 
riding,  and  an  automobile  under  like  conditions 
killed  near  Pawtucket  recently  one  of  a  pair  of 
lovers. 


One  million  dollars  a  day  is  the  record  that  will 
be  established  throughout  the  United  States  as  the 
expenditures  for  improving  and  maintaining  public 
roads.  Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  country 
has  there  been  such  interest  in  the  improvement  of 
highways,  and  with  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
appropriating  millions  of  dollars  for  this  purpose, 
the  good  roads  movement  has  received  its  greatest 
impetus  since  the  foundation  of  the  Republic. 


E.  H.  Hodgkinson  has  written  a  book  called 
"The  tyranny  of  Speed."  Motorists  have  become 
possessed  of  the  speed  mania  to  an  alarming  degree 
and  the  writer  of  this  book  submits  a  few  sugges- 
tions which  he  thinks  will  help  solve  the  problem  of 
regulation.  He  devotes  eight  chapters  to  a  discus- 
sion of  motor  speeds ;  the  danger  and  inconvenience 
of  high  speeds;  the  rules  of  the  road;  the  potential 
and  existing  remedies;  the  abuse  of  motors;  col- 
lisions, brake  tests,  legislators  and  legislations; 
rights  of  people  afoot;  speed  limits,  etc.,  in  a  very 
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attractive  manner.    Motorists  will  learn  a  great  deal 
from  this  admirable  discussion. 


Tennyson's  prophetic  vision  of  the  "nation's  airy 
navies,  grappling  in  the  central  blue"  bids  fair  to  be 
realized. 


There  is  not  now  a  more  liberal  law  for  the  regu- 
lation of  automobiles  in  the  country  than  the  new 
one  signed  by  Governor  Baldwin  of  Connecticut.  It 
provides  no  speed  limit,  it  makes  the  State  wide  open 
to  non-residents  and  there  is  no  limit  to  the  time  dur- 
ing which  they  can  run  their  machines  without  a 
Hcense  from  that  State.  Moreover,  there  is  quite 
an  active  movement  to  improve  the  roads  for  their 
accommodation. 


The  Lincoln  products,  including  suspenders,  gar- 
ters and  belts,  are  represented  in  Boston  by  Buttrick 
&  Bickford,  76  Chauncy  Street.  The  goods  are 
good,  as  we  know  by  personal  experience,  and  W. 
L.  Lockhart,  the  Treasurer,  is  an  old-time  wheel- 
man who  patronizes  the  Scrap  Book  in  the  interest 
of  the  cause.    Get  a  Lincoln  suspender  next  time. 


JOINED  IN  1897—2. 

A  list  of  those  who  joined  the  L.  A.  W.  in  1897,  July  to 
December,  and  are  still  in  good  standing.  Old  series  of 
num'bers  used. 

1760— Albert  Sjoselius,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  July  2. 
1761 — John  H.  Timmermann,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  July  2. 
1764 — G.  A.  Mueller,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  2. 
1765— J.  Frank  Rile,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  2. 
1767 — George  S.  Tuttle,  Newark,  N.  J.,  July  9. 
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1768— J.  D.  Nicoll,  Baltimore,  Md.,  July  9. 

1769 — Herbert  W.  Gwyn,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  9. 

1771 — Braxton  D.  Gibson,  Charles  Town,  W.  Va.,  July  9. 

1772 — A.  H.  Keniston,  Sheridan,  Wyo.,  July  16. 

1773 — Wm.  K.   Sinclair,  Malvern,  Pa.,  July  16. 

1774— C.  D.   Snedeker,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  July  16. 

1777— Wm.  C.  Towen,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  July  23, 

1778 — Alfred   C.   Marple,   Germantown,   Phila.,   Pa.,   July  23. 

1780 — E.   Carter  Hotchkiss,  West  Haven,   Conn.,  July  30. 

1781— S.  B.  Fisher,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  30. 

1782 — ^James  W.  Haines,  Medford,  N.  J.,  July  30. 

1783 — John  Nicholson,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  July  30. 

1784 — Mrs.   E.   L.  Alburtus,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  July  30. 

1785 — Eugene  T.  Pelouze,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  30. 

1786 — William  Seitter,   Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  30. 

1787 — George  N.  Bishop,  Hubbardston,  Mass.,  Aug.  6. 

1789 — Nelson  B.  Thayer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  6. 

1791 — Chas.  E.  DTnvilliers,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  6. 

1793 — J.  Francis  Cooper,  Brockton,  Mass.,  Aug.  13. 

1796— J.  A.  Smith,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  13. 

1797 — Waldo  W.  Stevens,  Mt.  Ranier,  Md.,  Aug.  20. 

1800— C.  S.  Egbert,  Port  Richmond,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  20. 

1801 — Jefferson  Justice,  Frankford,   Philadelphia,  Aug.  20. 

1803 — Dr.  Julia  C.   Loo?,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  20. 

1804 — Dr.  Louis  J.   Lautenbach,   Philadelphia.  Pa..  Aug.  20. 

1805 — William  McLntyre,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Aug.  20. 

iSc^ — Sidney  T.   Rosenheim,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  20. 

1807 — Eugene  De  Ford,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  20. 

1808— Dr.  W.  T.   Hamilton,   Philadelphia,   Pa.,  Aug.  20. 

1809 — Sylvan  Schenthal,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Aug.  27. 

181 1 — Chas.  A.   Crouch,  Branford,   Conn.,  Aug.  27. 

1816 — W.  H.   Knoepfel,  Scranton,  Pa.,  Aug.  27. 

1817— R.  W.  R.  Koester,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Sept.  3. 

1821— L.  Willard  Harris,  Philadelphia,   Pa..  Sept.  3. 

1822 — Robert  A.  Collins,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  10. 

1822A— C.  B.  Barker,  Central  Valley,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  10. 

1823 — ^Janies  G.  Peck,  East  Providence,  R.   I.,  Sept.   10. 

182^— Sidney  Faber,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Sept.   17. 

1827 — George  H.  Hyde,  Ridgway,  Pa.,  Sept.  17. 

1828— D.  Vincent  Smith,  South  Williamsport,  Pa..  Sept.   17. 

1830 — H.  C  Schafernocker,  Washingtonville,  O.,   Oct.   i. 

1832— Thomas  H.   Hall.   Charlestown,   Mass.,   Oct.  8. 
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1833— Herman  H.  Breuer,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  15. 
1835— Sidney  R.   Miner,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  Oct.   15. 
1836 — Edwin  E.  Rogers,  Bowling  Green,  O.,  Oct.   15. 
1838 — ^Janies   B.   Prior,   Dovlestown,   Pa.,   Oct.   22. 
1839— C.  D.  Hayes,  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  29. 
1845— Charles  H.  Ellis,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  Dec.  10. 

We  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  anything  in  the  way  of 
corrections  to  the  above  list.  There  are  many  life  members 
in  the  group  and  we  are  not  sure  if  all  be  living  or  not. 


PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  are  sending  out  a  45-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  dub  prices  and  discounts 
on  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
it  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it.  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
Eines  stand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.  The  club  idea  pre- 
dominates and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
us  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines 
where  we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscription 

List.  Our  Price. 

American   Magazine $1.50  $1.25 

Bicycling   World    2.00  1.75 

Century  Magazine     4.00  3.85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7.00  5.60 

Current    Events    40  .35 

Good  Roads   Magazine   i.oo  .90 

Green  Bag   3.00  2.65 

Horseless  Age    2.00  1.75 

Life       5.00  4.50 

Motor  Boat 2.00  1.75 

Out-Door  Life    1.50  1.35 
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List.  In  Qubs. 

Philistine       i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.CX)  4.50 

St.   Nicholas  (renewal)    3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
are  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  unless  two  or  more 

are  taken.    These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  eac'h  magazine. 

List.  In  Qubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine  $1.80  $1.10 

American    Boy    i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine   1.50  i.oo 

Atlantic   Monthly    4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine  1.50  1. 10 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.35 

Bookman        2.50  2.40 

Book  News  Monthly  i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School   i.oo  .85 

Primary  Education  1.25  i.io 

Recreation       3.00  1.75 

Red   Book    1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews   3.00  1.75 

St,  Nicholas  (new) 3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new) 3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set    3.00  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine    1.50  i.io 

Suburban   Life    3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  .85 

Technical  World    1.50  i.io 

Vogue 4-00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion  1.50  1,10 

World   Today   1.50  1,10 

World's   Work   300  1.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scribner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal.  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers'  prices. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stagelng, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


*'The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance" 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  one 
who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


IMPKOVED 


Not  like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotter  pins  or  other  devices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.  Send 
us  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.  We  will  fit  a  Columbia 
Nut  to  it— FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 


UNCOLN 


Suspenders 


Garters 


Belts 


1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treeisurer 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates :— gl.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  jgSl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  OfBce.  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879. 

Vol.  g.     No.    8  OCTOBER  igii  5  Cents 

Oh  who  can  forget  the  first  rides,  after  learning, 
When  wheeling  gave  life  a  new  edge  with  its  steel; 

And  the  soul,  like  those  cakes  made  delicious  by  turning. 
Gave  out  all  its  sweets  on  the  bicycle  wheel. 

— Am.  Bi  Journal,  1879. 


NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  L.  A.  W. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly, 
L.  A.  W.  was  held  at  Hotel  Dreyfus,  Boston,  on 
Thursday  evening,  Sept.  7th.  A  very  substantial 
and  appetizing  repast,  we  might  say  "banquet,"  was 
disposed  of  by  the  members  before  proceeding  to 
business. 

There  were  present  from  New  York,  Charles  J. 
Obermayer,  Milo  M.  Belding,  Jr.,  Wm.  H.  Hale, 
Wm.  M.  Frisbie  and  Chas.  F.  Cossum.  From 
Massachusetts,  Quincy  Kilby,  A.  P.  Benson,  Edward 
Burbeck,  John  Rush  Green  and  Abbot  Bassett. 
From  Rhode  Island,  George  L.  Cook  and  Howard 
L.  Perkins.  From  Connecticut,  Fred  Atwater  and 
A.  G.  Fisher.  From  Pennsylvania,  Walter  H.  Jack- 
son and  Frank  H.  Jackson. 

Forty  members  were  represented  by  proxy. 
There  has  been  so  much  harmony  and  unanimity  in 
the  Assembly  that  for  more  than  ten  years  such  a 


114  BASSETT'S  SCRAP  BOOK 

thing  as  a  proxy  vote  has  been  unknown,  and  there 
was  no  such  vote  on  this  occasion. 

Reports  from  the  officers  were  first  in  order. 

The  Secretary  reported  a  total  membership  of 
1,157.  Last  year  we  numbered  1,240.  A  loss  of  83 
members,  or  a  fraction  over  6  per  cent. 

The  membership  by  States  given  in  the  order  of 
numerical  strength  is  as  follows:  N.  Y.,  291;  Mass., 
220;  Pa.,  193;  N.  J.,  82;  R.  I.,  52;  111.,  44;  Conn.,  42; 
Ohio,  40;  Calif.,  23;  N.  H.,  18;  Mo.,  17;  Md.,  15; 
Mich.,  15;  D.  C,  10;  Ky.,  10;  Wis.,  9;  la.,  8;  Me.,  8; 
Ind.,  7;  Colo.,  6;  Tex.,  5;  Kan.,  4;  Minn.,  4;  W.  Va., 
3;  Canada,  3;  La.,  2;  Ida.,  2;  Ga.,  2;  Mont.,  2;  Fla., 
2;  Wash.,  2;  Phil.  Ids.,  2;  England,  2,  and  one  mem- 
ber in  each  of  the  following:  Del,  Tenn.,  Vt,,  Va., 
N.  C,  Utah,  Wyo.,  Ark.,  N.  M.,  Sandwich  Islands, 
Mexico,  France.    Total,  1,157. 

During  the  year  we  booked  845  renewals  and  10 
applicants. 

We  have  lost  by  death,  one  life  member,  the  late 
Frank  W.  Weston. 

The  Auditor  reported  the  following  financial  state- 
ment: 

Received : 

10  Applications  at  $1.00 $10.00 

838  Renewals  at  $1.00 838.00 

7  Renewals  at  75c 5.25 

Gifts  from  members 109.50 

Balance  on  hand  Sept.,  1910 SO.gi 

$993-66 
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Paid  expenses: 

Rent $60.00 

Postage       4475 

Secretary's  salary  21375 

Stationery       31 -90 

For  official  organ 424.00 

Sulbscriptions  of  Life  Members 124.50 

Moving  expenses   i i.oo 

Collections  on  checks   2.60 

Express      .40 

I  ■ 

$919.90 

Balance  on  hand    $80.76 


$993.66 

Expenses  less  than  last  year:  Rent,  $39.96; 
Postage,  $7.50;  Secretary,  $37.36.  The  balance  on 
hand  is  the  largest  we  have  had  in  five  years. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  . 46 

Necessary  for  choice   24 

For  President, 

Fred  Atwater,  Conn 40 

For  First  Vice  President, 

Quincy  Kilby,  Mass 40 

For  Second  Vice  President, 

Wm.  H.  Hale,  N.  Y 40 

For  Secretary-Treasurer, 

Abbot  Bassett,  Mass. 46 

For  Auditor, 

Geo.  W.  Nash,  Mass 40 
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A  vote  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Frank  W. 
Weston  was  passed. 

A  vote  of  sympathy  for  Alonzo  D.  Peck,  for  many 
years  a  hard  worker  for  the  L.  A.  W.  and  the  cause 
it  represents  was  passed  by  a  rising  vote. 

Adjourned. 


THE  WHEEL  ABOUT  THE  HUB. 

The  twenty-first  annual  Wheel  About  the  Hub, 
although  it  was  buckled,  started  from  the  usual 
place,  Cushing's  Corner,  Roxbury,  on  Friday,  Sept. 
8th. 

The  dates  of  the  original  ride  were  Sept.  ii  and 

12,    1879. 

After  thirteen  years,  on  Sept.  16  and  i7,  1892,  the 
ride  was  repeated  and  three  of  those  who  rode  in  the 
first  run  participated  also  in  this. 

Of  those  who  went  on  the  resumption  run  in  1892, 
there  were  5  present  on  this  run  of  191 1,  Capt.  W. 
G.  Kendall,  Augustus  Nickerson,  W^  W.  Stall,  Will 
R.  Pitman  and  Theodore  Rothe. 

Since  its  resumption  in  1892  the  ride  has  been 
carried  out  without  interruption  by  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Club. 

Dull  skies  greeted  the  riders  and  the  threatening 
weather  dissuaded  many  wheelmen  who  would  other- 
wise have  been  of  the  party. 

Those  who  reported  on  bicycles  were :  Capt. 
Walter  G.  Kendall,  Will  R.  Pitman,  Geo.  L.  Cooke, 
Allen  W.  Swan,  Theodore  Rothe,  Augustus  Nicker- 
son, John  Rush  Green  and  L.  S.  Kallamom. 
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In  automobiles:  C.  J.  Obermayer,  M.  M.  Belding, 
Jr.,  Wm.  H.  Hale,  Wm.  M.  Fri^ie,  R.  H.  Fieron, 
George  B.  Woodward,  Kenneth  Woodward,  Dr.  T. 
H.  Willard,  Charles  Crawford  and  Samuel  W.  Mad- 
den, all  of  New  York;  W.  W.  Stall,  Quincy  Kilby, 
A.  A.  Greenlaw  and  Abbot  Bassett  of  Boston;  Chas. 
F.  Cossum  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  Chas.  K.  Alley 
of  Pasadena,  Cal. ;  Fred  Atwater  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.;  Alvah  G.  Fisher  of  New  Haven,  Conn.; 
Thomas  P.  Himes  and  A.  W.  Martin  of  Providence. 

A  good  start  was^  made  and  the  rain  held  ofT 
during  the  day.  There  was  no  interruption  to  the 
lunch  under  the  pines  in  the  Grove  of  Pleasant 
Memories  and  the  climb  up  Blue  Hill  was  ventured 
despite  the  cloudy  sky.  A  call  at  Cobb's,  where  Miss 
Gertrude  and  the  family  received  the  company  in 
the  usual  hospitable  manner,  and  the  arrival  at 
Tudor  Farm  for  dinner  and  the  night. 

The  dinner  was  up  to  the  usual  standard  of  Tudor 
Farm.  Chickens  and  fixin's  and  golden  glow  corn, 
and  after  the  feed  we  had  a  symposium  of  talk. 

Mr.  George  B.  Woodward,  of  New  York,  first 
President  of  the  Club,  presided  and  in  his  opening 
remarks  said  he  was  glad  to  note  that  on  this  tour 
there  were  just  as  many  bicycles  as  autos.  And  a 
smile  went  around.  We  wonder  why?  What  he 
said  was  true. 

Mr.  Bassett  proposed  the  usual  toast  to  the 
"Absent  Ones,"  and  paid  a  tribute  to  the  "Big  Four 
of  Cycledom"  who  were  on  the  first  Wheel  About, 
Charles  E.  Pratt,  historian  of  the  tour;  Edward  C. 
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Hodges,  captain  of  the  ckib  and  the  run;  Col.  A.  A. 
Pope,  who  furnished  the  lunch  in  the  woods,  and 
Frank  W.  Weston,  the  Father  of  CycHng  in  Amer- 
ica (shortened  to  Papa),  all  gone  before.  Mr.  Bas- 
sett,  in  closing,  read  the  following  tribute  to  Frank 
Weston : 

We  note  tonight  a  vacant  chair, 

In  grief  our  heads  are  bowed. 
We  loved  him  for  the  man  he  was, 

Of  whom  this  club  was  proud. 

We  miss  indeed  our   ojd-time  friend, 
Whose  kindly  presence  gladdened, 

Full  many  a  Wheel  About  the  Hub, 
Now  by  his  absence  saddened. 

What  need  to  tell  of  famous  deeds, 

The  product  of  his  ample  years, 
We  knew  him  as  a  friend  to  man, 

And  yield  the  tribute  of  our  tears. 


Quinn  Kilby  told  the  tale  of  the  Percy  reception 
given  by  the  club  last  summer,  and  read  also  a  poem 
read  by  him  at  the  farewell  reception  given  to  Presi- 
dent Kelly  of  the  club,  just  before  his  departure  to 
Europe. 

The  rhymester  read  a  poem  full  of  personal  hits. 
We  give  the  verses  other  than  the  personal  ones, 
which  we  have  been  bribed  to  suppress. 

W.  A.  T.  H. 
1911. 


'Tis  two  and  thirty  years  ago 
"The  Wheel  About"  was  founded, 

And  Boston  wheelmen  saw  the  Hub's 
Periphery   surrounded. 
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They  wheeled  a  girdle  round  the  Hub, 

A  single  girdle  merely, 
But  we've  been  wheeling  girdles  on, 

So  frequently  as  yearly. 

And  now  Old  Mother  Boston  looks 

Another  Mother  Hubbard, 
So  many  belts  around  her  waist. 

That  all  the  world  has  rubbered. 

Toda}''  the  girdle's  going  on, 

Be  sure  it  is  a  bright  one, 
We'll  make  it  look  like  some  of  us, 

A  veritable  tight  one. 

The  decorations  we  have  put, 

Upon  the  belts  surrounding, 
We  find  with  pleasant  memories. 

And  Happy  Days  abounding. 

The  Grove  of  Pleasant  Memories, 

The  night  at  Tudor  Farm, 
The  climb  to  Blue  Hill's  rocky  height, 

And  Lady  Gertrude's  charm. 

But  better  far  than  all  you'll  find, 

A  wealth  of  kindly  feeling, 
Resultant  gladness  in  our  hearts. 

And  all,  the  fruit  of  wheeling. 

Long  live  the  W^eel  About  the  Hub, 

We'll  sing  it  and  we'll  shout  it; 
We  go  awheel  in  many  forms, 

But  soon  we'll  fly  about  it. 

Four  mystic  letters  on  the  belt, 

Confound  the  uninitiated. 
We'll  have  a  free  translation  made. 

That  all  may  be  propitiated. 

The  mystic  letter  W, 

Stands  first  of  all  for  "Wheeling," 
The  "A"  denotes  that  we're  "Away" 

And  mile  on  mile  are  reeling. 
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The   'T"  for  "To"  is  plain  enough, 
And  "H"  for  "Health"  is  standing, 

So  "Wheeling  Away  To  Health"— at  last 
Its  meaning  we  are  landing. 

But  wherefore  always  go  around, 
Who'll  tell  just  why  we  do  it? 

Why  not  play  axle  to  the  Hub 

And  ride  on  wheels  right  through- it? 

We're  harking  backward  here  tonight, 

Our  joyful  past  recalling. 
Our  old-time  friends  within  our  minds 

With  grateful  hearts  installing. 

We're  not  so  j^oung  as  once  we  were, 
*  Some  heads  with  grey  are  sprinkled. 

Companionship  has  warmed  our  hearts, 
And  left  them  still  unwrinkled. 

In  looking  back  we  note  a  list, 
Full  many  clubs  containing, 

And  yet  we  now  find  ver}/-  few 
Of  those  old  clubs  remaining. 

Wrecks  stranded  on  the  shores  of  time 

We  count  them  by  the  hundred, 
That  any  club  survived  the  wreck, 
.    Is  to  be  greatly  wondered. 

'Tis  tough  indeed  that  some  of  us. 

To  ride  no  more  are  able, 
But  we  can  get  some  solace  yet. 

With  old-time  friends  at  table. 

The  stalwart  souls  are  riding  still, 
The  lazy,  lame,  rheumatic, 

Are  pulled  along  by  gasoline, 
They  now   are   automatic. 

But  there's  no  time  of  all  the  year, 
More  grand  than  this  nor  pleasant, 

That  brings  out  universal  cheer, 
So  many  good  folks  present. 
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We  leave  our  burdens  at  the  door, 

And  enter  warm  and  glowing, 
The  glow  we  got  upon  the  wheel 

When  good  roads  made  good  going. 

But  5^ou  can  see  the  bloom  of  health, 

Upon  our  happy  faces, — 
The  Doctor's  auto  at  our  door, 

Leaves  no  obtrusive  traces. 

Tonight  we're  casting  up  accounts, 

And  placing  to  our  credit 
Gold  dollars  for  good  health  and  strength. 

And  ciphers  to  the  debit. 

Where  humor  permeates  the  soul. 

And  all  its  cells  unsealing, 
Up  spring  the  flow^ers  of  happiness, 

To  bloom  in  flowers  of  feeling. 

We  got  a  lot  of  joy  awheel. 

Our  steeds  we  firmly  trusted,    " 
And  yet  we  did  not  laugh  with  glee. 
When   ''bang" — a  tire  busted. 

The  evergreens  we  entertain, 

Have  most  enchanting  flavor. 
They  blossom  with  forget-me-nots, 

Of  kind  remembrance  savor. 

And  every  year  in  our  own, 

If  wise,  absurd  or  witt}^, 
We'll  ride  a  joyful  girdle  round  '   '' 

The  waist  of  Boston  city. 


And  then  to  bed  and  quiet  dreams.  In  the  morn- 
ing it  rained.  In  the  interim  between  showers  we 
went  over  to  the  pasture  to  see  the  pigs.  Full  five 
hundred  of  them.  Cooke  of  R.  I.  hypnotized  them 
with  a  "Chug!  chug!  chug!"  through  a  megaphone 
and  brought  the  whole  drove  up  to  the  fence  to  see 
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us.  We  waited  for  it  to  clear  up  but  it  didn't  pro- 
pose to.  Harder  it  came  and  harder.  We  held  a 
council  of  war  at  Cobb's  and  voted  to  make  our  way 
home  each  in  his  own  way. 


Geo.  L.  Cooke  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  celebrated 
his  sixty-third  birthday  last  month  by  riding  a  dis- 
tance sufficient  to  complete  50,000  miles  ridden  on 
the  wheel.     Going  some!  and  then  some  more. 


Will  R.  Pitman,  of  New  York,  is  making  a  good 
record  as  a  Referee  of  motorcycle  races  and  fully 
sustaining  the  reputation  he  acquired  in  bicycling 
days  at  the  celebrated  Irvington  &  Milburn  races  in 
New  Jersey. 


Ex-President  Charles  J.  Obermayer,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  goes  abroad  with  his  wife  next  month. 
Here's  hoping  that  Neptune  will  be  kind  and  exact 
no  returns. 


We  passed  through  quite  an  exciting  experience 
last  month  and  came  out  of  it  all  right.  We  sent  a 
check  to  our  printer  for  work  done  on  the  Scrap 
Book.  It  was  made  payable  to  the  Boston  Printing 
Co.  and  mailed  at  5  p.  m.  Aug.  30.  The  next  morn- 
ing it  was  presented  at  the  Bank,  made  payable  to 
Cash  and  the  amount  had  been  raised.  But  the 
Teller  knew  us  well  enough  to  know  that  we  never 
make  a  check  payable  to  ''Cash."  and  he  knew  that 
the  writing  was  not  ours.  It  was  handed  in  by  a 
l)oy  who  was  given  it  by  a  man  in  a  doorway  and 
sent  to  the  Bank  with  a  promise  of  $5  if  he  got  the 
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money.  He  didn't  get  the  money.  The  check  raiser 
got  away.  The  police  have  the  check  and  we  have 
spent  much  time  lately  in  the  company  of  detectives 
and  pohcemen.  Why  should  robbers  get  to  work  in 
Poverty  Lane? 


The  New  York  Bicycle  Club,  the  number  one  club 
of  the  League,  has  fallen  out  of  the  ranks.  Mem- 
bers growing  old,  losing  interest,  ride  no  more.  It 
is  the  old,  old  story.  Several  of  the  members  have 
come  back  to  us  as  individuals  and  all  these  take 
the  organ.  To  keep  up  an  interest  one  should  know 
what  is  going  on  and  this  cannot  be  done  unless  the 
member  gets  the  monthly  visitor.  The  New  York 
Club  has  a  history  closely  identified  with  that  of  the 
League  and  all  of  us  will  regret  the  parting. 


Boston  still  has  her  annual  "wheel  around  the 
hub,"  a  custom,  we  are  told,  dating  back  to  1879 — 
about  the  time  the  Hanlon  brothers  introduced  the 
bicycle  to  America.  How  the  old  town  clings  to  her 
manners  and  customs. — Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 

A  little  wrong  in  the  dates,  brother.  The  Hanlon 
brothers  did  not  introduce  the  bicycle  to  America. 
They  brought  over  a  few  velocipedes  from  France 
and  gave  stage  exhibitions  with  them  in  1868,  eleven 
years  earlier  than  the  "Wheel  About."  While  in 
Boston  by  popular  request  the  Hanlons  gave  an  out- 
door exhibition  on  Boston  Common  and  we  were 
among  those  who  saw  it. 


President  John  B.  Kelley  of  the  Boston  Club  is 
back  home  from  Europe.     He  has  some  interesting 
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experiences  to  tell  of  his  riding  on  British  and  Con- 
tinental roads.  We  will  give  some  of  these  in  our 
next. 


Massachusetts  loses  a  good  man  in  the  retirement 
from  the  Highway  Commission  of  Col.  Harold 
Parker.  He  will  henceforth  engage  in  his  profession 
of  road  building  in  connection  with  the  Hassam  Pav- 
ing Company,  which  has  headquarters  at  Worcester. 
In  the  Good  Roads  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  19 lo, 
when  experts  from  all  over  the  country  discussed 
road  building,  Col.  Parker  was  easily  the  giant  of 
them  all.    But  he  doesn't  give  up  road  building. 


In  October  the  rule  of  the  road  in  France  will  be 
changed  to  correspond  with-  that  of  Great  Britain. 
What  new  developments  and  arguments  have  ap- 
peared in  favor  of  driving  on  the  left  and  passing 
on  the  right  as  being  preferable  to  the  procedure  of 
America  is  not  explained. 


Thomas  P.  Himes  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  has  sent 
us  a  photograph  taken  on  the  road  Aug.  6.  It  is  the 
picture  of  a  man  riding  an  ordinary  bicycle  with  a 
bundle  strapped  to  the  handle  bar.  The  wheel  was 
in  good  condition  and  the  rider  was  making  good 
time.  This  kind  of  vehicle  disappeared  from  pubHc 
view  about  1888-90.  Where  did  he  get  it  and  how 
did  he  keep  the  tires  resilient?    You  tell! 


The  Bicycling  World  Co.,  publisher  of  the  Bicy- 
cling World  and  Motorcycle  Review,  announces  the 
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sale  and  transfer  of  its  capital  stock,  assets  and 
good-will  to  Mr.  A.  B.  Swetland  and  his  associates, 
the  transfer  bearing  date  as  of  September  ist.  Mr. 
Swetland,  who  succeeds  to  the  presidency  of  the 
company,  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the 
publishing  business.  Messrs.  Joseph  Goodman,  F. 
W.  Roche,  R.  G.  Betts  and  C.  D.  Wight,  together 
with  the  entire  staff,  retain  association  with  the 
publication. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  are  sending  out  a  45-page  catalogue  which  gives  a 
complete  list  of  periodicals  with  club  prices  and  discounts 
on  single  subscriptions.  A  postal-card  request  will  bring 
it  to  anyone  who  would  like  to  consult  it.  In  addition  to 
a  price  list  there  are  brief  descriptions  of  what  the  maga- 
zines stand  for,  and  the  whole  list  is  grouped  under  desig- 
nations which  indicate  their  purpose.  The  club  idea  pre- 
dominates and  while  discounts  are  liberal  on  two  or  more 
magazines,  a  large  majority  of  the  publishers  insist  on  no 
discount  on  single  subscriptions. 

There  are  many  combinations  to  be  made  beyond  those 
which  the  casual  reader  can  discover.  If  patrons  will  send 
as  a  list  of  magazines  desired  we  will  give  the  best  prices 
to  be  obtained. 

Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  more  popular  magazines 
where  we  can  discount  on  a  single  subscription 

List.  Our  Price. 

American  Magazine   $1.50  $1.25 

Bicycling  World    2.00  1.75 

Century  Magazine     4.00  3.85 

Century  and  St.  Nicholas  (new)   7.00  5.60 

Current   Events    40  .35 

Good  Roads  Magazine  i.oo  .90 

Green  Bag  3.00  2.65 

Horseless  Age    2.00  i  .75 

Life       5.00  4.50 

Motor  Boat   2.00  1.75 

Out-Door  Life    1.50  1.35 
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List.  In  Clubs. 

Philistine      i.oo  .85 

Puck       5.00  4.50 

St.   Nicholas  (renewal)   3.00  2.85 

Scientific  American  (renewal)    3.00  2.75 

Scientific  &  Supplement 7.00  6.00 

The  list  below  gives  the  more  popular  magazines  which 
arc  not  sold  for  less  than  list  prices  unless  two  or  more 
are  taken.  These  can  be  sent  to  one  address  or  to  a  differ- 
ent address  for  each  magazine. 

List.  In  Clubs. 

Ainslee's  Magazine  $1.80  $1.10 

American   Boy i.oo  .85 

American  Magazine   1.50  i.oo 

Atlantic   Monthly    4.00  3.85 

Automobile        3.00  2.35 

Base  Ball  Magazine  1.50  i.io 

Blue  Book   1.50  1.35 

Bookman        2.50  2.40 

Book  News  Monthly  i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School   1.00  .85 

Primary  Education  1.25  i.io 

Recreation       3.00  1.75 

Red   Book    1.50  1.35 

Review  of  Reviews   3.00  1.75 

St.  Nicholas  (new)   3.00  1.75 

Scientific  American  (new)    3.00  2.00 

Smart    Set    3.00  2.00 

Smith's   Magazine    1.50  i.io 

Suburban   Life    3.00  2.25 

Table  Talk  i.oo  .85 

Technical  World   1.50  i.io 

Vogue      4.00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion 1.50  i.io 

World   Today   1.50  i.io 

World's   Work   300  1.85 

Many  magazines,  notably  Scribner's,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Youth's  Companion,  the 
Munsey  list  do  not  allow  a  discount.  We  can  supply  these 
at  publishers*  prices. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTDKBRS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Cliairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

•     Certified 
Public  Accountant 


Rooin  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


"The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance" 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  on© 
who  knows  their  value.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


IMPKOVKD 


Not^like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotter  pins  or  other  devices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.  Send 
us  size  of  holt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.  We  will  fit  a  Columbi* 
Nut  to  it— FKEE.    A  booklet  with  ppices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn, 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 

LINCOLN 


Suspenders  Garters 

Belts 

1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  • 

WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treasurer 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-gl.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Tost  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -cuawju 

Vol.  g.     No.  9  NOVEMBER  igii  5  Cents 

Whoever  turns  his  outer  sense 

To  see  his  soul  aright, 
He  hears  when  no  one  speaks  to  him, 

Walks  seeing  through  the  night. 

— Maeterlinck 


In  writing  to  a  Liverpool  journal  on  the  subject  of 
cycle  thieves,  a  correspondent  describes  his  method 
of  foiling  the  light-fingered  gentry  as  follows :  "The 
precautions  I  always  take  when  leaving  my  machine 
unattended  is  to  deflate  one  or  both  tubes,  while 
sometimes  I  also  take  a  valve  away  and  carry  the 
pump  with  me."  An  additional  means  of  ensuring 
the  non-removal  of  this  gentleman's  bicycle  would 
be  to  take  away  the  handlebar  and  the  saddle! 


Mr.  x'Vlfred  Tennyson  Dickens  accuses  Boston 
girls  of  having  "beefy"  ankles.  His  standards  seem 
to  accord  with  those  of  the  late  Mr.  Pickwick. 


Now  that  airships  and  submarines  move  about  in 
their  respective  elements  the  Scriptural  phrase,  "in 
the  firmament  above,  in  the  earth  beneath  or  in  the 
waters  under  the  earth,"  begins  to  have  a  peculiarly 
practical  significance." 
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For  some  time  the  city  of  Lyons,  France,  has  been 
using  glass  for  sidewalks  instead  of  brick  or  stone. 
It  is  laid  in  blocks  eight  inches  square,  each  block 
containing  sixteen  squares  resembling  a  checker- 
board. It  has  proved  more  lasting  than  stone  and 
much  cheaper. 


A  good  roads  advocate  says  it  means  more  church- 
going.     By  all  means  widen  the  paths! 


Young  Lady — What  is  the  name  of  this  wheel? 
Bicycle  Clerk — That's  a  Belvidere. 
Young  Lady  (after  a  stony  glare) — Can  you  rec- 
ommend the  Belva? — Christian  Register. 


Quite  a  discussion  is  going  on  across  the  water  as 
to  who  was  the  first  lady  cycHst.  A.  J.  Wilson 
(Faed)  claims  that  his  wife  rode  a  wooden  tricycle 
in  1866.  It  would  be  hard  to  go  back  of  this.  The 
credit  for  first  lady  bicyclist  seems  to  lie  between 
the  Misses  Sparrow  and  Starley,  both  daughters  of 
well-known  cycle  inventors.  Starley  made  a  lady's 
bicycle  in  1874  and  Law^son  patented  one  in  1876. 
They  could  have  been  ridden  by  a  lady,  but  were 
they?  The  Sparrow  Lady's  Bicycle  w^as  ridden  by 
Miss  Sparrow  in  1879,  but  whether  Starley's  daugh- 
ter rode  one  in  1874  has  not  yet  been  clearly  shown. 


The  Nylaw  of  New  York  held  its  Fall  meeting  at. 
Poughkeepsie  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  7.  The  com- 
pany gathered  at  the  Nelson  House,  where  the  first 
thing  in  order  was  a  banquet  which  included,  among 
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other  things,  a  whole  chicken  for  each  eater.  It  was 
a  most  enjoyable  occasion,  quite  a  compliment  to 
the  Poughkeepsie  hosts  that  upwards  of  a  dozen 
members  went  up  from  New  York  to  partake  of  the 
good  things  gastronomic  and  intellectual.  Mr.  Ab- 
bot Bassett  of  Boston  was  the  special  guest  of  the 
occasion  and  talked  of  old-time  events  in  the  cycling 
world,  which  he  illustrated  with  seventy-five  stere- 
opticon  views  thrown  on  a  screen.  These  views  in- 
cluded pictures  taken  at  the  League  Meets  of  1880- 
1-2,  some  racing  views  taken  in  the  eighties  and  very 
many  views  taken  on  the  Wheel  About  the  Hub. 
Mr.  Wni.  H.  Hale  also  contributed  a  number  of 
viev/s  taken  at  New  Haven  and  illustrating  some  of 
the  events  the  New  Haven  wheelmen  stood  sponsor 
for.  The  Nylaw  is  one  of  the  institutions  provided 
to  allow  members  of  the  L.  A.  W.  in  New  York  to 
get  together  and  enjoy  themselves  with  genial  fel- 
lows all  of  one  kind.  It  pays  a  great  big  dividend  in 
good  fellowship. 


H.  G.  Wolzendorf,  of  St.  Louis,  writes:  'T  read 
with  much  interest  the  criticism  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Percy, 
of  Dublin,  on  American  bicycles.  I  suppose  he 
spent  a  week  or  two  here,  and  knows  all  about  it. 
We  will  say  nothing  about  his  contention  regarding 
mud  guards  and  gear  cases.  Any  one  who  wants 
them  can  get  them;  but  we  have  so  much  fair 
weather  in  this  country  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  riders 
do  not  need  these  incumbrances  on  their  bicycles. 

"Every  one  who  knows  anything  about  the  inside 
workings  of  the  game  in  the  early  days  of  the  safety 
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knows  why  the  American  makers  never  caught  on  m 
E,ngland.  They  simply  unloaded  all  the  junk  and 
out-of-date  models  they  had  on  their  hands  on  John 
Bull  and  poor  John  thought  those  were  specimens  of 
the  type  we  were  riding  over  here.  I  think  John 
Bull  did  a  little  unloading  on  his  own  account,  as  the 
absolutely  rottenest  bicycle  I  ever  rode  was  my  first 
safety,  a  'Rover,'  which  I  bought  in  1891,  and  which 
was  boosted  in  England  as  a  pretty  good  wheel. 
The  way  the  frames  of  the  'Swifts'  and  'Premiers' 
used  to  fall  to  pieces  in  this  neck  of  woods  was  a 
caution. 

"About  the  last  year  any  English  wheels  were 
sold  in  St.  Louis  was  in  1893  ^i^*^  from  that  time  on 
there  never  was  a  day  when  an  English  wheel  was 
superior  in  running  qualities,  finish,  or  looks  to  the 
high  class  American  bicycles.  Did  England  ever 
turn  out  anything  better  than  the  Columbia,  Pierce, 
Stearns  or  Tribune?  I  don't  think.  I  never  saw  an 
English  bicycle  stand  up  on  St.  Louis  and  Jefferson 
County  roads  like  the  21  to  25-pound  bicycles  that 
we  were  riding  around  here  in  the  middle  nineties; 
and  there  are  many  of  us  today  who  are  riding  bicy- 
cles weighing  with  heavy  road  tires,  road  saddles  and 
tool  bags  on,  not  over  25  to  28  pounds.  Broken 
frames,  forks  or  fork  stems  are  such  a  rare  occur- 
rence that  when  one  does  break  we  wonder  how^  it 
could  have  happened.  Of  course  I  am  not  referring 
to  the  Si 7.98  department  store  bicycle,  but  to  the 
high  grade  bicycles  of  past  and  present  times,  sold 
with  the  manufacturer's  own  name  plate  on  them. 

"In  my  own  case,  since  getting  rid  of  that  bunch 


BASSETT'S  SCRAP  BOOK  133 

of  Rover  junk  in  1892,  I  have  never  had  a  frame 
break,  have  never  had  a  front  fork  drop  off  nor 
broken  a  rim. 

•  "I  broke  a  fork  side  once  by  getting  a  tough 
branch  of  a  tree  jammed  between  the  fork  and  rim 
and  rode  20  miles  before  I  discovered  the  fork  side 
was  broken. 

"I  ride  about  3,000  miles  a  year  over  roads,  most 
of  which  would  not  be  called  roads  at  all  by  our 
English  friends,  and  there  are  lots  more  like  me 
right  here  in  St.  Louis." 


FATHER  ADAM'S  WOES. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had 

No  man  could  make  him  sore 
By  saying,  when  he  told  a  jest, 

"I've  heard  that  joke  before." 

— Success  Magazine. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had. 

He  was  a  lucky  man, 
He  was  not  nightly  told  to  dump 

The  icebox  water  pan. 

— Detroit  Free  Press. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had 

(We  hope  this  thing  will  rhyme), 
He  never  wept  o'er  punk  like  this 

In  the  good  old  summer  time. 

— New  York  Tribune. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had — 

How  much  we  cannot  guess — 
He  never  had  to  worry  about 

Eve's  bill  for  hat  or  dress. 

— Binghamton  Press. 
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Whatever  troubles  Adam  had 

He  had  no  cook  to  hire, 
Nor  was  his  heart  or  Eve's  made  sad, 

By  an  auto's  busted  tire. 

— Schenectady  Union. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had 

To  prey  upon  his  mind, 
He  didn't  have  to  hear  Eve  say, 

'"Hook  up  my  gown  behind." 

— Brattleboro  Reformer. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had, 

And  he  had  some,  I  s'pose. 
He  never  sat  behind  a  hat 

At  moving  picture  shows. 

— Houston  Post. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had — 
And  griefs  the  old  man  bore — 

No  crazy  yap  e'er  yelled  at  Ad: 
"Say!  old  boy,  what's  the  score?" 

— Scranton  Tribune-Republican. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had 

One  blithely  did  he  miss; 
He  never  had  to  tack  a  verse 

On  such  a  string  as  this! 

— Boston  Herald. 

Whatever  troubles  Adam  had — 

He  never  had  to  fly, 
And  steer  his  bi-plane  air-ship  through 

The  clouds  up  in  the  sky. 


The  breaking  of  the  dam  at  Austin,  Pa.,  developed 
a  hero  on  a  bicycle.  Edward  Young,  a  workman  in 
the  Standard  lumber  mill  in  yVustin,  whose  home  is 
In  Costello,  heard  the  roar  of  the  flood  while  it  was 
half  a  mile  away,  and  his  fii'st  thought  was  of  his 
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wife  and  little  ones,  three  miles  from  the  mill.  Coat- 
less  and  hatless,  he  jumped  on  his  bicycle  and  sped 
for  Costello.  Down  the  three-mile  valley  he  ped- 
alled, with  the  roar  swelling  in  volume  behind  him. 
He  shouted  a  warning  as  he  dashed  past  isolated 
houses,  whose  occupants  fled  to  the  hilltops.  Two 
minutes  in  the  van  of  the  flood,  he  rode  like  mad  into 
Costello,  shrieking  his  message,  and  Costello's  peo- 
ple fled.  Young  gained  his  home,  burst  into  the 
house,  shouted  to  his  wife,  and  between  them  they 
carried  their  children  to  safety.  Give  cheers  to  the 
hero  and  speak  a  good  word  for  the  bicycle  that 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  do  the  deed. 


Karl  Kron  is  no  more.  By  this  name  we  knew 
him  in  the  cycling  world.  To  his  family  and  friends 
he  was  Lyman  Hotchkiss  Bagg.  He  died  Oct.  23d 
at  the  home  of  relatives  in  West  Springfield,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale, 
in  1869,  and  from  1878  to  1883  was  a  graduate  man- 
ager of  the  Yale-Harvard  boat  races.  When  in  col- 
lege he  was  editor  of  the  Yale  Literary  Magazine 
and  afterward  was  editor  of  the  College  Courant, 
and  he  contributed  to  the  College  Chronicle,  the 
New  York  World  and  other  papers.  Later  he  was 
for  several  years  librarian  of  the  University  Club  of 
New  York.  He  returned  to  West  Springfield,  the 
town  of  his  birth,  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Bagg  was  the 
author  of  "Four  Years  at  Yale,  by  a  Graduate  of 
'69,"  ''Ten  Thousand  Miles  on  a  Bicycle,"  "The  His- 
tory of, Yale  Boating,"  and  other  books.     He  was 
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never  married.  In  the  cycling"  world  Karl  Kron  was 
a  most  unique  personality.  We  met  him  first  in 
1881  when  he  was  writing  the  College  Chronicles  for 
the  N.  Y.  World  over  the  signature  Kol  Khron. 
When  the  paper  discontinued  this  column  he  recon- 
structed the  pen  name  and  became  Karl  Kron.  He 
was  always  insistent  that  his  family  name  be  not 
used  in  the  press  nor  in  correspondence  and  within 
a  year  we  know  of  his  resenting  a  letter  from  a 
wheelman  addressed  to  him  by  the  family  name.  He 
was  at  Newport  when  the  League  was  organized  and 
his  picture  is  in  the  group  photograph  on  the  rocks. 
This  is  the  only  picture  known  to  have  been  taken 
of  him  in  connection  with  cycling.  He  was  with  us 
at  the  early  Meets  and  took  pride  in  being  the  last 
man  in  the  parade.  His  book  "Ten  Thousand  Miles 
on  a  Bicycle"  is  a  most  comprehensive  history  of 
the  early  cycling  days,  and  of  the  tours  which  Karl, 
arrayed  in  white  flannel,  made  on  his  No.  234  Co- 
lumbia, nickle  plated.  The  book  was  not  a  success 
financially  and  this  was  owing  to  the  erratic  course 
taken  by  the  author  in  bringing  it  out.  Postpone- 
ment succeeded  postponement  until  those  who  had 
subscribed  for  it  got  tired  and  quit.  It  was  a  bitter 
disappointment,  to  the  author.  He  rode  the  high 
wheel  up  to  a  very  short  time  before  his  death.  He 
never  joined  the  L.  A.  W.  and  would  not  connect 
himself  with  a  club  of  any  kind.  And  yet  with  all 
his  eccentricities  he  w^as  a  most  lovable  man  and  a 
writer  of  good  ability  with  a  graceful  and  graphic 
style.  He  made  his  mark  in  the  cycling  world 
although  he  was   not  gregarious  and  his  riding  on 
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the  wheel  was  always  done  alone.     He  died  in  the 
same  house  in  which  he  was  born  in  1846. 


Cycling,  Hterature  and  pigeons — a  strange  com- 
bination of  hobbies  for  an  octogenarian — yet  one 
that  has  kept  Thomas  W.  Davis,  of  Peoria,  III.,  vig- 
orous in  mind  and  well  in  body  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  With  over  137,892  miles  of 
travel  on  a  bicycle  to  his  credit,  a  library  of  bird 
literature  that  stands  pre-eminent  among  such 
libraries  in  the  country,  and  a  flock  of  rare  pigeons 
with  which  he  spends  an  hour  every  day,  Mr.  Davis 
remains  one  of  the  most  remarkable  young  old  men 
in  Illinois  today. 

Mr.  Davis  fell  in  love  with  cycling  when  he  had 
reached  an  age  at  which  most  men  are  glad  to  forget 
the  more  strenuous  things  of  life.  He  was  61  years 
old  when  he  first  formed  that  attachment  for  the 
bicycle  that  has  remained  with  him  ever  since  and 
to  which  he  ascribes  his  suppleness  of  body  and  vigor 
of  mind.  Since  that  time  there  has  seldom  been  a 
day,  weather  conditions  permitting,  that  he  has  not 
taken  a  ride,  and  in  many  of  the  years  he  has  made 
between  six  and  twelve  thousand  miles.  Even  now, 
after  passing  the  four  score  mark,  he  is  doing  be- 
tween three  and  four  thousand  miles  a  year,  although 
he  uses  a  tricycle  on  most  of  his  pleasure  jaunts  at 
present. 


'The  Tramp,"  the  pen  name  of  J.  C.  Percy  of  the 
Irish  Cyclist  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  more 
than  one  clock  time  on  the  borders  of  the  standard- 
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time  zones.  He  speaks  of  having  run  up  against 
two  times.  For  ourselves  we  have  always  run  up 
against  two  times  in  the  western  cities,  solar  and 
standard,  and  when  you  are  on  the  borders  there  are 
others.  At  Detroit  we  find  standard  and  solar  times 
and  those  who  work  in  Detroit  and  live  in  Windsor 
across  the  ferry  carry  watches  showing  time  an  hour 
later.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  one  of  our  members 
during  the  Detroit  Meet  asked  the  hotel  clerk:  "Is 
there  any  one  in  this  town  that  can  tell  me  what 
time  it  is  at  half-past  eight?"  This  is  what  Percy 
got  from  his  own  journal  when  he  got  back  to  Ire- 
land: ''That  The  Tramp  had  not  been  in  his  office 
more  than  an  hour  when  he  wrote  the  word  'cheque' 
— c-h-e-c-k!" 


The  Mass.  Highway  Commission  and  the  auto- 
mobilists  are  up  in  arms  against  each  other.  The 
automobilists  resent  the  notion  of  the  torn-up  road 
at  their  busy  season;  they  think  resurfacing  and  re- 
building should  be  saved  for  a  more  convenient  sea- 
son, if  perhaps  they  could  agree  upon  one.  They  be- 
Heve  repairs  are  needlessly  dragged  out;  that  a  spirit 
of  expedition  should  replace  that  of  measured  delib- 
eration which  now  pervades  highway  construction. 

The  Highway  Commission,  on  the  other  hand, 
says  that  the  drivers  of  automobiles  have  adopted  a 
rule  or  ruin  policy.  They  displace  and  upset  the  bar- 
riers put  up  to  protect  the  public,  and  never  think  of 
restoring  anything;  they  disregard  the  commission's 
notices  absolutely  and  run  down  the  men  at  work 
on  the  roads  as  if  they  were  trespassers.     The  ma- 
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chines  frequently  refuse  to  stop  when  politely  re- 
quested to  do  so  by  the  Highway  Commission's  rep- 
resentative to  accommodate  operations  to  the  pe- 
culiar needs  of  construction  w^ork.  In  fine,  a  long 
tale  may  be  told  of  contemptuous  treatment  of  the 
road-builders  at  the  hands  of  the  autoists.  Wher- 
ever a  road  is  closed,  or  partially  closed,  the  commis- 
sion puts  up  a  notice  several  miles  back,  at  the  inter- 
section of  other  roads  which  lead  around  the  stretch 
of  highway  under  construction,  in  order  that  the 
drivers  may  have  the  choice  of  a  Httle  more  round- 
about route  freed  from  all  annoyance.  How  to  get 
the  autoists  to  read  these  notices  is  an  unsolved 
.problem.  Unless  the  automobilists  reform  they  may 
be  excluded  altogether  from  state  highways  under 
repairs^a  most  drastic  punishment  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  contractors  would  have  little  or  no  re- 
pairing to  do  but  for  the  automobiles. 


New  York  state  seems  to  have  arrived  at  the  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  of  how  to  rid  the  highways  of 
the  state  of  disfiguring  advertisements.  As  we  have 
mentioned,  the  legislature  voted  that  such  should  not 
be  allowed  and  the  measure  had  teeth,  too,  for  it 
permitted  anyone. to  tear  down  the  offending  signs 
thus  providing  for  action  even  if  the  local  authorities 
proved  lax.  The  law  is  now  in  vogue  and  the  auto- 
mobiles have  appointed  themselves  as  prosecuting 
officers  and  the  signs  are  now  being  torn  down  with 
a  rapidity  that  ensures  their  final  disappearance  in  a 
twinkling. 
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That  Brooklyn  preacher  Who  declared  that  if  St. 
Peter  were  alive  today  he  would  be  a  baseball  ''fan" 
and  attend  all  the  games  on  the  home  ground  has 
little  authority  for  his  statement.  Peter  didn't  be- 
long to  the  leisure  class.  He  would  certainly  ride  a 
bicycle  on  his  tours — ^the  poor  man's  vehicle. 

The  firefly,  solus,  noting  the  operation  of  the  new 
law  that  requires  all  vehicles  on  public  thorough- 
fares to  carry  a  light  at  night:  "Odd  how  slow  those 
smart  Yankees  were  at  catching  on  to  my  trick." 


Emdee — ^That  last  case  has  made  me  miss  the  big 
dinner  this  evening  to  the  distinguished  Dr.  Jay. 
It's  too  late  now. 

His  wife — Never  mind,  dear,  the  speeches  will  be 
published. 

Emdee — Yes,  but  the  dinner  won't. 


Dr.  Wiley  opposes  smoking  in  pubHc,  but  why 
should  not  he  teach  men  how  to  consume  their  own 
smoke? 


What  inference  are  we  permitted  to  draw  from  the 
fact  that  four  churches  in  the  Connecticut  Valley 
were  struck  by  lightning?  It  recalls  the  old  York 
State  Dutchman,  who,  having  given  Hberally  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  church,  Avas  asked  to  contribute 
toward  the  installation  of  lightning  rods.  This  he  re- 
fused, with  the  remark:  'Tf  the  Lord  wants  to 
donder  His  own  house  he  mav  donder  it  for  all  me." 


^ 
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The  Wheel  Spoke  through  the  Hub,  and  said: 

Many  will  hate  you  if  you  love  yourself. 

Who  masters  his  tongue  saves  his  head. 

A  load  that  is  cheerfully  borne  becomes  light. 

When  the  danger  is  passed  the  saint  is  mocked. 

Despise  not  the  world,  for  thou  cannot  do  without 
it. 

Who  laughs  the  last  doth  laugh  with  great  success. 

Two  watermelons  cannot  be  carried  under  one 
arm. 

He  who  grieves  before  it  is  necessary  grieves  more 
than  is  necessary. 

Some  are  born  great,  some  achieve  greatness, 
while  others  just  naturally  grate  upon  you. 

It  is  a  wise  crew  that  knows  the  crow  of  its  own 
cox. 

There  are  no  joy  riders  on  the  water  wagon. 

A  sick  excuse  is  better  than  none. 

A  check  is  invaHd  when  it  has  been  doctored. 

A  word  on  the  cufif  is  worth  two  in  the  book. 

A  running  account  should  not  be  left  standing. 

A  drinking  man  will  clutch  at  a  straw. 


What  a  well-known  doctor  says:  "Nearly  all  the 
diseases  of  our  time  are  the  result  of  lack  of  exer- 
cise. Exercise  is  just  as  necessary  to  the  human 
body  as  food.  The  increasing  number  of  cases  of 
nervous  disorders,  particularly  among  men,  is  caused 
by  the  lack  of  proper  exercise.  But  the  question  of 
what  kind  of  exercise  to  prescribe  for  the  patient  is 
constantly  before  us.  We  cannot  ask  them  to  run 
for  two  miles  each  morning  and  each  night;  nor  can 
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we  ask  them  to  saw  wood,  as  in  the  old  days.  But 
we  can  persuade  them  to  ride  a  wheel,  and  in  doing 
so  have  cured  them,  if  they  will  follow  out  our  sug- 
gestions, and  it  is  the  exercise  they  need.  Take  the 
fight  against  tuberculosis.  If  every  person  with 
weak  lungs  or  who  is  at  all  inclined  toward  this  dis- 
ease would  ride  a  bicycle,  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis  would  be  unnecessary  in  a 
comparatively  short  time.  The  average  person,  be- 
cause he  does  not  exercise  sufficiently  to  properly 
expand  the  lungs,  only  uses  about  75  per  cent,  of  the 
air  vesicles,  making  the  lungs  the  favorite  spots  of 
infection." 


There  are  those  of  us  who  are  despondent  that 
they  cannot  own  an  auto.  They  should  look  at  the 
fellow  not  rich  enough  to  own  a  bicycle  if  they  would 
be  happy.  Some  who  are  unable  to  buy  a  bicycle 
have  to  be  content  with  the  monocycle  that  has  to  be 
pushed.  Those  with  ambition  to  own  an  auto  should 
reflect  upon  the  possibility  of  approaching  the  at- 
tainment of  that  ambition  by  first  contenting  them- 
selves with  a  slower  and  less  expensive  vehicle,  the 
wheelbarrow.  To  be  sure  no  man  can  hope  to 
marry  his  daughter  into  a  rich  and  fashionable  circle 
or  promote  the  glittering  social  ambition  of  a  wife 
upon  the  strength  of  his  wheelbarrow.  On  the  other 
hand  the  man  who  happens  to  be  wheeling  his  laden 
barrow  when  he  meets  the  local  tax  assessor  is  much 
more  likely  to  find  that  dread  minion  of  the  law  mer- 
ciful than  he  who  sails  by  the  assessor  in  a  luxurious 
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motor  car  at  forty  miles  an  hour.  Besides,  the 
wheelbarrow  is  a  useful  and  convenient  vehicle  in 
places  where  the  motor  car  would  be  only  an  em- 
barrassment. Finally,  the  economies  incidental  to 
the  use  of  the  barrow  may  in  time  enable  the  ambi- 
tious householder  to  acquire  the  auto  without  doing 
violence  to  conscience  or  endangering  his  home. 
Think,  too,  how  much  more  graceful  and  seemly  the 
easy,  gradual  and  triumphant  ascent  from  barrow  to 
motor  car,  than  the  sudden  and  awful  descent  from 
motor  to  barrow! 


LAZY. 

When  a  feller's   good   and  hungry, 

Then  he  cain't  work  no  mo'; 
He's  got  to  do  some  eatin' 

To  make  the  old  wheels  go; 
An'  when  he's  ben  to  dinner 

An'  stowed  away  a  heap, 
Then  what's  the  use  o'  workin'? 

A  feller's  got  ter  sleep. 

O,  when's  that  good  time  comin' 

When  we  don't  work  no  mo'? 
I'd  like  to  go  a  struttin' 

To  that  there  golden  sho'. 
An'  loosen  all  my  buttons 

An'  eat  a  mighty  heap 
Of  yalluh  yams  an'  possum 

An'  sleep  an'  eat  an'  sleep! 

I'd  love  to  go  a-fishin' 

In  th'  everlastin'  stream, 
An'  hook  the  line  ter  my  big  toe 

An'  perch  up  there  an'  dream; 
I'd  like  ter  ketch  a  catfish 

An'  fry  him  in  de  pan. 
I'm  a  sleepin',  eatin',  sleepin', 

A  sleepin'.  eatin'  man! 

— J.  M,  Lewis. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
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For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing 
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53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS       OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-$\M  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  §1.00  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  BostoH 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -Duatua 

Vol.  g.     No.  10  DECEMBER  igii  5  Cents 

CHRISTMAS  ON  MONDAY. 

An  old  poem,  the  authorship  of  which  is  unknown,  puts 
up  a  scare  for  us  until  we  come  to  the  last  line,  which 
cheers  us.  Very  glad  that  no  one  will  die  the  coming  year, 
but  it  will  be  hard  on  the  undertakers. 

"If  Christmas  Day  on  Monday  be, 
A  great  winter  that  year  you'll  see. 
And  full  of  winds  both  loud  and  shrill; 
But  in  summer,  truth  to  tell, 
High  winds  shall  there  be,  and  strong. 
Full   of  tempests  lasting  long; 
While  battles  they  shall  multiply, 
And  great  plenty  of  beasts  shall  die. 
They  that  be  born  that  day,  I  ween. 
They  shall  be  strong  each  one.  and  keen; 
He  shall  be  found  that  stealeth  aught; 
Tho'  thou  be  sick,  thou  diest  not." 


The  L.  A.  W.  will  have   seen  thirty-two   Christ- 
mases. 


Santa  had  discarded  his  velocipede  and  taken  to 
the  bicvcle. 


In  1883  to  1889  he  came  on  a  tricycle. 


After  that  he  came  on  a  safetv. 
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Now  he  is  trying  out  an  automobile  and  an  aero- 
plane.    He  finds  the  latter  better  for  chimney  work. 


"The  term  'amateur'  has  come  to  be  one  of  re- 
proach. It  signifies  ineptitude,  incompleteness,  in- 
competence. .  .  .  There  is  nothing  that  the  amateur 
does  which  is  not  better  done  by  the  bread-and- 
butter  man."  But  then,  this  comes  from  a  musical 
journal.     It  isn't  legs  he  means,  it's  voice. 


The  term  push-cycle,  which  many  riders  object  to, 
distinguishes  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  "bike" 
of  today  from  the  motor-cycle.  The  word  "bike"  is 
one  which  has  never  appealed  to  us.  When  first  in- 
troduced it  was  considered  as  an  absolute  vulgarism. 
We  can  remember  Mr.  E.  R.  Shipton,  then  editor  of 
the  C.  T.  C.  Gazette,  strongly  protesting  against  its 
adoption,  and  the  cycling  papers  of  the  day  as  a  rule 
tabooed  it.  Then  came  the  society  craze,  and 
strange  to  say,  the  leaders  of  fashion  adopted  the 
term  "bike,"  which,  so  hall-marked,  came  into  gen- 
eral use,  as  has  occurred  in  the  case  of  many  other 
slangy  colloquialisms. — Irish  Cyclist. 

Wonder  if  R.  J.  or  the  Tramp  can  remember  the 
wordy  contest  of  the  "eighties"  when  we  were  debat- 
ing if  it  should  be  "cyclist"  or  "cycler"? 


The  man  who  originated  it  needn't  retire.  Let  him 
stay  up  and  give  us  some  more.  Fred  I.  Willis  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  retire  from  the  presidency 
of  the  Indianapolis  Auto  Association.  The  associa- 
tion gave  him  a  banquet,  fed  him  well  and  presented 
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him  with  a  night  shirt  in  order  that  he  might  be  well 
equipped  for  retiring. 


Visitor — So  you've  had  three  dogs,  eleven  cows 
and  two  horses  killed  by  autos  so  far  this  year.  Why 
don't  you  put  in  a  complaint? 

Farmer — Never.  I'm  willing  to  take  my  medicine. 
I  was  one  of  the  yaps  that  kept  hollering  for  good 
roads. — Puck. 


"Sky  pilot"  is  the  term  now  applied  to  balloon 
navigators.  Haven't  we  heard  that  term  appUed  to  a 
dif]ferent  sort  of  folk? 


The  "air  mile"  is  a  imit  of  measurement  that  has 
come  into  use  with  the  advancement  of  aviation. 
We  had  the  land  mile  and  the  sea  niiile,  which  is  ap- 
proximately one-seventh  longer  than  the  land  mile 
of  America.  The  nautical  mile  is  often  incorrectly 
called  a  knot,  but  a  knot  is  a  measure  of  both  distance 
and  time.  It  is  correct  to  say  that  a  vessel  makes 
ten  knots,  but  to  say  that  she  makes  ten  knots  an 
hour  is  tautology. 

The  air  mile  is  measured  diflerently  from  the  land 
mile  and  the  sea  mile.  It  is  a  land  mile  minus  the 
retardation  of  an  adverse  wind  or  plus  the  accelera- 
tion of  a  favoring  wind.  Thus  an  aviator  could  cover 
many  air  miles  wdiile  hovering  over  a  given  point  on 
the  earth's  surface. 


xA.n    aluminum   bicycle   rim    has   appeared   on  the 
EngHsh    market.      It   is    made    of   a    patented    alloy 
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known  as  chrome  aluminum,  which  is  claimed  to 
possess  all  the  advantages  of  aluminum  without  any 
of  its  defects.  It  is  so  constructed  that  it  has  no 
rivets  or  joints.  In  addition  to  being  rustless,  the 
makers  guarantee  it  to  be  as  strong  and  stiff  as  a 
steel  rim,  these  claims  being  based  on  the  results  of 
severe  tests  carried  on  during  the  past  two  years 
under  service  conditions. 


To  protect  pedestrians,  St.  Paul  baby  carriages 
are  to  carry  lights.  What  a  quiet  lot  of  babies  St. 
Paul  must  have.  Why  not  pass  the  hat  and  give 
every  baby  a  rattle. 


Gift  Language. — A  correspondent  asks  if  there  is  a 
gift  language?    Of  course!     Here  are  a  few  spokes: 

The  gift  of  a  bicycle — ^The  auto  will  come  later. 

Of  an  alarm  clock — For  goodness  sake,  wake  up! 

Of  a  valise — I  do  hope  you'll  go  away  somewhere. 

Of  an  umbrella — You  haven't  sense  enough  to  go 
in  when  it  rains. 

Of  a  necktie — I  consider  your  own  taste  simply 
execrable. 

Of  a  piece  of  jewelry — You  are  so  plain,  a  little 
decoration  will  improve  you. 

Of  a  purse — You  should  take  better  care  of  the 
little  money  you  have. 

Of  a  book  of  poems — You  are  a  clod.  Read  this 
and  get  a  little  sentiment  into  you. 

Of  a  waste  basket — Don't  print.    Put  them  in  this. 

Of  a  cake  of  soap — ^Don't  forget  the  towel. 

Of  a  drum — Make  more  noise  in  the  world. 
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Karl  Kron. — Geo.  Chinn,  League  member  No.  50, 
writes:  "I  have  just  learned  by  the  last  issue  of 
the  Scrap  Book  of  the  passing  away  of  an  old-time 
friend,  Karl  Kron.  The  news  was  a  shock  to  me  as 
I  had  looked  upon  Karl  as  a  sturdy  oak,  likely  to 
outlast  the  most  vigorous  of  the  wheelmen  of  former 
days.  But  the  wheel  of  time  spins  ruthlessly  on, 
overtaking  one  after  another  of  the  men  who  were 
prominently  identified  with  wheeling  from  its  earliest 
days,  and  the  ranks  are  getting  to  be  sadly  depleted. 
You  refer  to  a  picture  of  Karl  Kron,  taken  on  the 
rocks  at  Newport,  as  the  only  picture  known  to  have 
been  taken  of  him  in  connection  with  cycling.  I 
should  Hke  to  say  that  among  my  treasures  of  the  old 
days  are  the  Lamson  photographs  of  the  Elwell 
'Down  East  Tour'  of  1883.  Among  them  is  a  group 
taken  in  front  of  the  Cobscooke  House,  at  Lubec,  in 
which  Karl  is  seen  sitting  on  the  floor  of  the 
veranda,  with  the  soles  of  his  shoes  prominently 
displayed.  A  reproduction  of  these  soles  with  the 
words  'Karl'  and  'Kron'  printed  on  the  right  and 
left  soles  respectively,  was  used  to  represent  the 
wearer  in  the  wheel  group  of  the  participants  drawn 
by  Hy  Sandham  to  illustrate  J.  F.  Phillips'  account 
of  the  tour  published  in  the  'Wheelman'  during  1884. 
(We  remember  the  picture  and  the  reproduction. 
Strange  that  we  should  forget,  but  then,  such  a  thing 
is  not  unusual.     Ed.) 

"I  "beHeve  that  Karl  Kron  never  was  aware  that 
the  photographer  had  caught  an  impression  of  his 
features,  as  he  thought  that  when  the  picture  was 
taken  he  was   concealed  behind  those  of  the  party 
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who  were  seated  or  standing  near  him.  He  re- 
marked this  to  me  at  the  time.  His  was  a  unique 
personaHty  and  he  was  a  man  of  real  worth,  and,  as 
you  truly  say,  possessed  of  a  lovable  nature.  In  his 
passing  away  an  enthusiastic  votary  of  cycling  and  a 
valuable  contributor  to  the  literature  of  the  wheel, 
particularly  of  the  early  days  of  wheehng,  has  passed 
into  history." 


Another  press  agent  "world's  dirt  track  lOO  mile 
record,"  this  time  an  "amateur"  one,  was  made  at 
San  Jose,  Cal.,  on  Oct.  15,  when  Ben  Broderick,  of 
San  Francisco,  reeled  ofif  the  century  in  98  minutes 
and  48  seconds,  an  average  of  61  miles  an  hour. 
Budd  Northrup,  a  local  boy,  was  second,  in  99  min- 
utes and  5  seconds,  or  17  seconds  behind  the  winner. 
It  w^as  gasoline,  not  muscle,  that  did  it.  Compare  it 
with  a  locomotive,  not  with  wheeling  records. 


The  Worcester  Telegram  suggests  that  it  may  not 
be  out  of  place  for  law-makers  to  see  to  it  that  the 
prison  term  of  a  burglar  who  uses  an  automobile  in 
his  work  shall  be  longer  than  that  of  the  burglar  who 
does  not  use  a  motor  car  and  also  that  highwaymen 
who  hold  up  automobiles  shall  receive  more  strin- 
gent punishment  than  the  criminal  mulcting  a  pedes- 
trian. The  suggestion  may  seem  a  bit  odd,  but  the 
Telegram  argues  that  since  automobiles  became  so 
comm.on  the  crime  of  highv/ay  robbery  has  increased 
at  an  amazing  rate  while  the  use  of  autos  by  burglars 
is  greatly  assisting  them  in  escaping  punishment  and 
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that  some  action  is  essential  to  lessen  this  variety  of 
crime.  Looks  Hke  introducing  caste  in  the  ranks  of 
burglars.  Why  not  make  it  amateur  and  profes- 
sional? 


The  Boston  Bi  Club  held  its  four  hundred  and 
iifty-seventh  called  run  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  The 
run  took  them  out  to  Mattapan,  and  around  Blue 
Hill,  the  usual  Thanksgiving  route,  and  then  the 
crowd  went  to  Turkey. 


Prof.  James  K.  Hosmer,  indulging  in  reminis- 
cences tells  this  about  Charles  Sumner:  "My  father, 
in  the  late  twenties  a  divinity  student  at  Harvard, 
was  at  the  same  time  a  proctor,  living  in  the  entry  of 
Stoughton  Hall,  for  the  good  order  of  which  he  was 
expected  to  care.  The  only  man  he  ever  reported 
was  Charles  Sumner,  and  this  was  my  father's  story: 

"Sumner,  an  undergraduate,  though  still  a  boy, 
had  nearly  attained  his  full  stature  and  weight.  He 
was  athletic  in  his  tastes,  and  given  to  riding  the 
velocipede  of  those  days,  a  heavy,  bone-breaking 
machine,  moved,  not  by  pedals,  but  by  thrusting  the 
feet  against  the  ground.  This  Sumner  kept  in  his 
room,  carrying  it  painfully  up  the  stairs,  and  he  prac- 
ticed on  it  in  his  room,  with  the  result,  his  size  and 
energy  being  so  unusual,  that  the  building,  solid  as 
it  was,  w^as  fairly  shaken,  to  the  detriment  of  plaster 
and  woodwork,  and  the  complete  wreck  of  the  proper 
quiet  of  the  place.  My  father  remonstrated  mildly, 
but  without  effect.     A  second  more  emphatic  remon- 
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strance  was  still  without  effect,  whereupon  came  an 
ultimatum.  If  the  disturbance  continued  the  of- 
fender would  be  reported  to  the  college  authorities. 

"The  bone-breaker  crashed  on,  and  the  stroke  fell. 
Sumner  was  called  up  before  President  Kirkland  and 
received  a  reprimand.  He  came  from  the  faculty- 
room  to  the  proctor's  apartment  in  a  very  boyish  fit 
of  tears,  complaining  between  the  sobs  that  he  was 
the  victim  of  injustice  and  upbraiding  the  proctor. 
My  father  was  short  with  him;  he  had  brought  it 
upon  himself;  the  penalty  was  only  reasonable,  and 
it  would  be  manly  for  him  to  take  it  good-naturedly. 
Long  afterward,  when  Sumner  rose  into  great  fame,, 
mv  father  remembered  the  incident  perhaps  too  vid- 
idiy." 

Now  let  us  look  it  over.  Charles  Sumner  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1830.  The  ''Draisene''  or 
"Hobby-Horse"  appeared  in  England  in  1819.  In 
1830  it  was  used  by  postmen  in  England-  In  1836 
Gavin  Dalzell  put  cranks  on  it.  We  must  put  down 
Sumner  as  one  of  the  earlier  wheelmen. 


"Jim/'  our  lively  Paris  correspondent,  corrects  us: 
*T  read  in  the  October  number  of  the  'Scrap  Book*" 
that  'in  October  the  rule  of  the  road  in  France  will 
be  changed  to  correspond  with  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain,' that  is,  all  of  us  Frenchmen,  after  centuries  of 
driving  to  the  right,  will  suddenly,  between  one  day 
and  the  next,  simply  by  higher  order,  begin  driving 
to  the  left. 

'Tt  thus  becomes  necessary  for  the  Special  Corre- 
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spondent  of  the  'Scrap  Book'  to  announce  that  the 
'Scrap  book'  announcement  is  premature,  to  say  the 
least.  There  has  been  some  talk  of  this  change  of 
driving  from  right  to  left,  but  heavings !  between  talk 
and  action  in  French  doings  there  is  a  wide  margin. 
You  must  give  'em  time.  It  required  several  cen- 
turies to  build  the  Louvre.  There  is  a  public  build- 
ing not  far  from  where  I  am  writing  which  was  be- 
gun 15  years  ago  and  isn't  yet  finished — in  New  York 
it  would  have  been  planned,  started  and  ended  in  18 
months. 

"Confidentially,  I  don't  think  the  rule  of  the  road 
will  be  changed  in  France  at  all.  Changes  do  not 
occur  in  France  as  rapidly  as  in  Newtonville.  More- 
over, even  in  France"^and  then  "Jim"  pushes  a  lot 
of  French  at  us.  As  we  are  in  doubt  if  our  readers 
can  sense  it  we  give  a  translation:  "The  more 
changes  are  made  the  more  it  is  the  same  thing." 


H.  Hewitt  GrifSn,  F.  S.  S.,  M.  J.  I.,  writes  to  the 
Irish  Cyclist  and  gives  a  deal  of  information  about 
early  patents  that  will  surprise  many  of  those  who 
are  not  aware  of  what  America  was  doing  way  back 
in  the  "sixties:" 

"My  friend  Mr.  Renouf  does  not  think  'the  Ameri- 
cans were  making  velocipedes  in  1869.'  No;  they 
were  building  bicycles.  I  can  show  him  the  complete 
list  of  U.  S.  A.  patents  on  my  file  of  the  Scientific 
American  of  the  period. 

"I  ask  him  or  anyone  else  to  show  me  an  earlier 
drawing  of  a  bicycle  than  that  of  the  patent  taken 
out  by  J.  Carroll,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  jointly  with 
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Lallement  (a  then  recent  immigrant  after  reinventing 
the  bicycle  in  Paris),  on  20th  November,  1866.  The 
next  U.  S.  A.  cycle  patent  was  by  F.  G.  Hoeppner, 
26.  May,  1867 — one  more  that  year,  12  in  1868.  Then 
they  rolled  in  by  hundreds.  In  November,  1868,  a 
race  meeting  under  cover  was  held  there.  In  1869 
the  Americans  were  far,  far  ahead  of  England  in 
bicycle  making.  There  was  a  big  boom  on,  and 
many  machines  were  sent  over  here. 

"Renouf  has  apparently  acted  on  my  hints  in  the 
Irish  Cyclist,  and  has  been  studying  some  of  the  old 
patents  at  the  P.  O.  Next  time  he  is  there  let  him 
look  up  the  Lallement-Carroll — it  will  interest  him. 
Do  not  think  I  am  backing  up  the  U.  S.  A.,  but  facts 
are  facts.'' 


NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  DELEGATES. 

Under  the  Constitution,  L.  A.  W.,  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  National  Assembl}^  must  be  made  from 
the  membership  Dec.  i,  in  each  year. 

The  membership  Dec.  i,  1910,  gives  to  the  States  the 
number  of  representatives  as  below  set  forth: 

New  York,  12;  Mass.,  10;  Penn.,  8;  N.  J.,  3. 

Two  each  from  R.  I.,  111.,  Conn.,  and  Ohio. 

One  each  from  Calif.,  N.  H.,  Mo.,  Md.,  Mich.,  D.  C,  Ky., 
Wis.,  Iowa,  Me.,  Ind.,  Colo.,  and  Texas.     Total,  56. 

Article  V  of  the  Constitution  provides  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  candidates. 

Sec.  2.  Nominations  for  the  office  of  representative  may 
be  made  by  not  less  than  five  members,  who  shall  file  the 
same  with  the  Secretary-Treasurer  during  the  month  of 
January. 

The  election  takes  place  in  March. 

ABBOT  BASSETT.  Sec.-Treas. 
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PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  offer  an  opportunity  for  Magazine  Readers  to  pro- 
cure Periodicals  at  Club  Prices.  We  print  a  very  few  titles, 
but  we  are  able  to  supply  any  Periodical,  American  or  For- 
eign, at  lowest  rates.  All  Professional  and  Technical  Mag- 
azines are  on  our  list.  Write  for  prices  on  any  list  of 
Periodicals  wanted  and  get  the  lowest  possible  rates. 

Club 

List.  Price. 

Ainslee's  Magazine  $i.8o  $i-35 

All  Story  Magazine  (Munsey)    i.oo  i.oo 

American  Boy    i.oo  .85 

American  Historical  Review  4.00  3.65 

American   Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Argosy  (Munsey)   i.oo  i.oo 

Atlantic  Monthly   4.00  3.85 

Bibelot       I.oo  i.oo 

Bird  Lore,   Bi-Monthly   i.oo  i.co 

Black  Cat i.oo  .80 

Blackwood's    Magazine    3.00  3.00 

Blue  Book  Magazine   1.50  1.35 

Bookman       2.50  2.35 

Book   News,   Monthly   i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School  'Magazine   i.oo  .85 

Boy's   Magazine    i.oo  ,                .85 

Boy's   World    :     .50  .40 

Cassell's  Little  Folks   1.50  1.35 

Century  Magazine   4.00  4.00 

Checker  World     5.00  4.50 

Collier's   Weekly    5.50  5.00 

Commoner,    Weekly    i.oo  .75 

Cooking  Club  Magazine   i.oo  .80 

Cosmopolitan       1.50  i.oo 

Cosmopolitan,     Good    Housekeeping    and 

World-to-day,   same   address    6.00  3.00 

Country  Life  in  America,  Semi-Monthly  . .  4.00  3.50 

Current   Literature    3.00  1.75 

Current   Events     40  .35 

Delineator 1.50  1.05 

Dial — Literary,    Semi-Monthly 2.00  1.85 

Dial   (New)     2.0:)  1.65 
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Electrical   World    3.00  3.00 

Etude  (for  all  music  lovers)   1.50  1.15 

Everybody's   Magazine     1.50  1.15 

Everyday  Housekeeping   75  .60 

Every  Woman's  Magazine 50  .45 

Forum        2.50  2.50 

Gardening  (New),   Semi-Monthly    2.00  2.00 

Garden    Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Good  Government  i.oo  .85 

Good  Health   1.50  1.15 

Good    Housekeeping 1.50  i.oo 

Good   Roads,   Weekly    2.00  2.0a 

Good  Roads  (Monthly)   i.oo  .90 

Green   Bag   ' 3.00  2.65 

Hampton-Columbian  Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Happy  Days,  Weekly  2.50  2.25 

Harper's    Bazar    1.25  i.oo 

Harper's  Magazine  or  Weekly 4.00  3.50 

Hints,  an  entertainment  magazine   i.oo  ,50 

House  and  Garden  3,00  2.50 

Housekeeper        1.50  1.15 

Illustrated    London    News    6.00  6.00 

Independent   3.00  1.75 

India   Rubber   World    3.00  2.90 

Industrial   Magazine    i.oo  .85 

International        i.oo  .85 

International  Who's  Who    5.00  4.25 

Judge        5.00  4.75 

Ladies'    Home  Journal    1.50  1.50 

Ladies'  World   50  .40 

Ladies'      World,     Modern     Priscilla     and 

Pictorial    Review    2.25  1.50 

Leslie's   Weekly 5.00  4.75 

Life        5.00  4.50 

Lippincott's   Magazine    3.00  1.75 

Literary   Digest    3.00  3.00 

Little  Folks    , i.oo  i.oo 

Little  Folks  (New)    i.oo  .85 

^Magazine  of  American  History   i.oo  .90 

Magazine   of  History 5.00  5.0G 

McCall's  Magazine  and  Pattern 50  .45 

McClure   Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Metropolitan    Magazine     1.50  1.15 
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Modern  Priscilla    75  -^o 

Munsey   Magazine     i-oo  i.oo 

Musician        i-5o  i-i5 

Nation        3-00  3-00 

National   Magazine    1.50  i-^S 

New  England  Magazine    1-75  i-75 

New  Idea  Woman's  Magazine   , 75  -^o 

North  American  Review    4-00  3-50 

Open  Court   i.oo  i-OO 

Out  Door  Life    1.50  1.20 

Outing    Magazine    3.00  2.50 

Outlook       3-00  300 

Overland    Monthly    1.50  1.25 

Pearson's   Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Philistine       i.oo  .85 

Pictorial    Review    i.oo  .85 

Popular  Magazine,  Semi-Monthly 3.00  3.00. 

Puck        5-00  450 

Red  Book   1.50  1.15 

Review  of  Reviews   3.00  1.75 

Saint   Nicholas    3.00  3-00 

Saint  Nicholas   (New)    3.00  2.00 

Saturday   Evening    Post    1.50  1.50 

Scientific  American   3.00  2.75 

Scientific  American   (New) 3.00  2.50 

Scientific  American   Supplement   5.00  5.00 

Scientific  American  and  Supplement   7.00  7.00 

Scribner's    Magazine    3.00  3.00 

Smart  Set 3.00  2.25 

Strand  Magazine    1.50  1.50 

Suburban    Life    3.00  2.50 

Success   Magazine i.oo  .85 

Sunset  Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Table  Talk   i.oo  .95 

Technical   World    1.50  1.15 

Travel    Magazine    3.00  1.75 

Twentieth  Century  Magazine  2.00  1.50 

Vanity   Fair    4.00  3.40 

Vogue,    Semi-Monthly    4.00  3.50 

Woman's  Home  Companion 1.50  1.15 

World's   Work    3.00  1.85 

World  To-Day   3.00  1.75 

Youth's    Companion    2.00  2.00 
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WHEELING. 

Club 

List.  Price. 

Automobile       $3.00  $2.35 

Automobile  Topics    2.00  i.oo 

Bicycling  World  2.00  1-75 

Cj^cle  and  Auto  Trade  Journal 2.00  1.75 

Horseless   Age    2.00  1.75 

Motor       3.00  3-00 

Motor  Age .  3.00  2.35 

Motor  Boat,  Semi-Monthly   2.00  1.75 

Motor   Boating   3.OO  3.00 

Motorcycle,  Illustrated,  Semi-Monthly  .  . .   i.oo  .90 

Motorcycling,   Bi-Monthly i.oo  .95 

Motor  Field   i.oo  .85 

Motor  World     2.00  1.75 

PHOTOGRAPHY. 

Club 

List.  Price. 

American  Photography   $1.50  $1.20 

Camera       1.50  1.15 

Camera   Craft    i.oo  i.oo 

Camera  Work   8.00  7.75 

Photo-Era       1.50  1.20 

Photographic   Times     1.50  1.35 

Photo    Miniature    2.50  2.50 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Club 

List.  Price. 

American  Primary  Teacher   $1.00  $  .85 

Child   Lore   i.oo  .85 

Elementary  School  Teacher   1.50  1.35 

Kindergarten    Primary  Magazine    i.oo  i.oo 

Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine  (New)  .  .    i.oo  .80 

Kindergarten   Review i.oo  .75 

Primary  Education    1.25  i.io 

Primary    Plans    1.00  .90 

School  Arts  Book  1.50  1.25 

x\ddress  Abbot  Bassett,  105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville, 
Mass. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Cfiairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

S3  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Telephone  Main  3007 


New  England  Motorcycle  and 
Bicycle  Company 

W.  F.  HALLIDAY,       -       Manager 

DISTRIBUTER  FOR 

Pope  Manufacturing  Co. 

Columbia,  Hartford,  Phoenix 
Crown,  Cyrus  and  Fay 

BICYCLES 

AND  THE 

NEW  POPE  MOTOR  CYCLE 

ALSO 

Reading  Standard  Motor  Cycles 

178  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MASS. 

Boston  Office  of  Call  for  League  of  American 
Wheelmen.  Make  appointments  to  meet  Secretary 
Bassett  here,  by  postal  or  telephone.  L.  A.  W« 
telephone  Newton  North  1247  W. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Onr  rates  :-$l.bO  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  fost  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass^  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ^"atun 

Vol.  g.     No.  II  JANUARY  1912  5  Cents 


He  nut  away  his  meerschaum  pipe, 
Upon  the  shelf  he  let  it  lie, 

The  time  for  his  reform  was  ripe, 
The  happy  New  Year  time  was  nigh; 

He  put  away  his  pipe,  oh,  my! 

But  to  it  did  not  say  goodby, 

He  simply  murmured  with  a  sigh: 
"Auf  weidersehen." 


1887 — 1912. 

We  are  on  the  verge  of  an  anniversary  of  much 
importance  to  ourself  if  not  to  others,  and  if  we  do 
a  deal  too  much  talking  about  it,  we  pray  you  charge 
it  to  the  garrulity  of  advancing  years  and  cover  it 
with  the  mantle  of  charity.  Jan.  17,  1887,  the  pres- 
ent Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  L.  A.  W.  was  first 
elected  Secretary-Editor,  as  the  office  was  then  de- 
nominated. Parlor  A  of  the  Grand  Union  Hotel  in 
New  York  City  saw  one  of  the  hardest  foug'ht  bat- 
tles known  to  League  history.  xAmong  the  contest- 
ants in  the  battle  of  ballots  were  the  delegates  from 
New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Ohio  leading  one 
side,  and  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  leading  th« 
other.     Our  first  President,  Charles  E.  Pratt  of  Bos- 
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ton,  stood  with  Massachusetts  and  was  ably  sec- 
onded by  Herbert  W.  Hayes,  Dr.  W.  H.  Emery  and 
W.  I.  Harris.  T.  J.  Kirkpatrick  and  James  R.  Dunn 
stood  for  Ohio  and  Dr.  Beckwith,  George  R.  Bid- 
well,  John  C.  GuHck,  Chas.  H.  Luscomb  and  Dr.  C. 
S.  Butler  were  with  New  York.  Eugene  M.  Aaron 
and  John  A.  Wells  dhampioned  the  cause  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  J.  Kemp  Bartlett  was  with  Maryland. 
Isaac  B.  Potter  and  Chas.  S.  Davol  made  their  initial 
bow  at  a  League  meeting  on  this  occasion.  Look 
them  over  and  see  how  many  you  of  the  earlier  days 
can  recognize.  Pratt  and  Beckwith  died  a  long  time 
since;  Dunn,  Kirkpatrick  and  Luscomb  were  hon- 
ored with  the  Presidency  but  have  left  the  ranks. 
Bidwell,  Hayes,  Gulick,  Potter  and  Davol  are  still  on 
deck.  Davol  had  a  keen  interest  in  racing  and  we 
may  3'et  see  him  cheering  the  motorcycle  contest- 
ants. 

It  is  not  often  that  we  see  at  an  Assembly  meetings 
one  of  those  who  was  with  us  a  quarter  century  ago. 
The  contestants  at  the  ballot  box  divided  136  votes; 
Abbot  Bassett,  85;  John  A.  Wells  of  Philadelphia, 
51.  That  was  twenty-five  years  ago  and  there  hasn't 
been  anything  like  it  since. 

The  man  who  carried  the  greater  number  of  votes 
out  of  the  contest  has  seen  the  League  membership 
gTOw  from  10.000  in  1887  to  103,000.  He  .has  seen 
the  Good  Roads  movement  started  and  grow  to  the 
magnificent  proportions  it  now^  can  boast.  He  has 
seen  racing  fostered  and  developed  and  the  flag  of 
amateurship  never  lowered.     He  has  seen  a  fraternal 
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spirit  growing  out  of  the  association  of  splendid  fel- 
lows interested  in  the  cause.  He  has  seen  evidenced 
by  word  and  deed  over  and  over  again  the  love  and 
confidence  that  the  wheelmen  have  for  and  in  the 
organization  that  has  been  so  much  to  them  and 
done  so  much  for  them. 

In  Lord  Nelson's  report  of  the  Battle  of  the  Nile, 
he  wrote:  "I  had  the  happiness  to  command  a  band 
of  brothers."  To  a  fleet  thus  manned  nothing  was 
impossible.  The  L.  A.  W.  has  been  truly  a  band  of 
brothers  working  shoulder  to  shoulder  towards  a 
common  end. 

They,  the  members,  are  fashioned  upon  the  lines 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Micawber  who  declared  again  and 
again  that  she  never  would  desert  the  thing  she 
loved;  in  her  case,  Wilkins  MicaAvber;  in  our  case, 
the  League.  Witness  very  many  letters  received  at 
headquarters. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  greets  his  silver  jubilee 
with  a  cry  of  good  cheer,  and  looks  back  upon  a  past 
which  has  to  him  no  clouded  sky  and  little  else  than 
sunshine.  To  all  his  friends  he  gives  assurance  of 
his  love  and  appreciation  of  all  the  favors  that  have 
been  showered  upon  him. 

And  just  on  the  eve  of  the  great  anniversary,  '*out 
of  the  Ever3^where  into  here,"  comes  a  new-born 
grandson  to  help  in  the  celebration. 

And  at  the  end  of  this  little  talk  so  decidedly  per- 
sonal let  the  old  man  remark:  ''We  looks  towards 
you  kindly  and  we  likewise  respectfully  bows." 
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HARKING  BACK. 

What,   Charley,  old  bo.v,   I'm  glad  you've   dropped  in, 

I  was  drowsy  and  lonely  tonight; 
Sit  down  in  that  cosy,  and  take  out  a  'Sveed/' 

Or  set  that  old  hookah  alight! 

I  was  thinking — egad,  I  was  dreaming  almost, 
-  Of  the  days  when  we  started  from  scratch. 
And  puffed  round  the  laps  when  it's  death  to  alight, 
Though  we  found  one  another  a  match! 

Ah,  those  were  the  days  that  would  open  the  eyes 

Of  the  old  Spartan  heroes  of  Greece. 
And  the  registered  "scorchers"  would  beat  the  "old  time: 

To  be  found  in  the  records  of  knees  (Nice) ! 

Oh,  hoAv  I  should  relish  a  spin  for  a  mile. 

Or  a  spurt  for  a  neck-and-neck  lead; 
But  th'  lanes  are  now  many  feet  deep  in  the  snow 

That  has  drifted  from  wayside  and  mead. 

And  the  bicycle's  taking  a   much-needed  rest. 

With  its  component  parts  in  a  heap. 
And  the  backbone  and  saddle  must  wait  for  the  time 

When  the  chrysalis  wakes  from  its  sleep. 

Tust  hark  at  the  shivering  wind  of  the  North, 
How  it  howls  round  this  shanty  of  mine. 

But  why,  snug  at  home,  with  some  crusted  old  port. 
Should  the  hearts  of  two  wheelmen  repine? 


The  Newton  Bicycle  Club  has  arranged  to  give  a 
dinner  in  honor  of  its  long-time  Secretary-Treasurer 
who  has  reached  his  Silver  Jubilee  as  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  L.  A.  W. 


Take  a  look  at  your  bicycle  in  the  shed,  and  see 
how  it's  wintering. 


The   horse   must   have   his   oats,   but   the   bicycle 
exists  on  air. 
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The  wheelmen  of  the  London  suburbs  are  engag- 
ing in  paper  "thascs.  Sounds  like  an  echo  from  the 
past. 


League  members  have  found  the  way  to  subscribe 
to  Periodicals.  We  have  had  orders  for  reading 
matter,  technical,  fictional,  sporting  and  pictorial. 
If  you  can  read  this  you  oug^ht  to  read  magazines. 


Motormaniac — What  do  you  think  is  the  most 
difficult  thing  for  a  beginner  to  learn  about  an  auto- 
mobile? 

Frankenstein — To  keep  from  talking  about  it  all 
the  time. — Toledo  Blade. 


Scribner's   Magazine    was    started   January,    1887. 
Twenty- five  years  ago.     There  are  others. 


The  Lancet  says  not  to  lick  stamps.     Pin  them  onj^ 


"Ah,  Mum;  T'm  a  'eap  better  in  my  'eart  since  last 
time  you  come  'ere,  a  districk-visitin'.  It's  all  along 
o'  thisher  little  book,  'Hernest  Words  to  the  Young' 
as  I  pinched  outside  a  bookshop  w'en  the  propper- 
rieter  was  a-lookin'  the  other  way.  A  power  o'  good 
it  'ave  done  me!'' 


James  G.  Peck,  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.,  made 
the  last  run  of  the  season,  Sunday,  Dec.  10,  191 1, 
50  miles  without  dismounting,  m  four  hours,  fifty- 
nine  and  a  half  minutes.  Beat  the  bogey  of  five 
hours  by  thirty  seconds.  And  he  is  in  his  68th  year. 
Then  he  wrapped  his  bicycle  in  vaseline  and  put  it 
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into  cold  storage  for  the  winter.     Go  thou  and  do 
likewise!     Ride,  not  store. 


"Ye  say  }'e  haven't  traveled  faster'n  fifteen  miles 
an  hour,"  said  the  constable,  "and  yet  this  here  speed 
register  o'  yourn  p'ints  to  forty-three." 

"Oh,  that!"  smiled  the  motorcyclist,  pleasantly. 
"That  isn't  a  speed  register,  sir — that's  my  gas- 
meter,  showing  how  much  gasoline  I've  consumed 
since  leavinsf  home." 


'fe 


We  had  quite  a  few  Christmas  Cards  during  the 
season  of  good  will.  To  answer  them  singly  would 
be  a  task  greater  than  we  could  hope  to  accomplish. 
They  warmed  up  the  cockles  of  our  heart  and  started 
it  a'glowing.  Little  things  in  themselves,  but  they 
mean  a  lot  in  the  way  of  friendship  and  good  cheer. 


Dr.  L.  C.  Le  Roy  sa.w  Jiis  automobile  go  up  in 
smoke.  It  was  well  insured  and  the  Doctor  is  not 
losing  sleep.  Bicycles  don't  burn  up  and  perhaps 
the  Doctor  will  take  up  pushing  again. 


The  Federation  of  American  Motorcyclists  has 
adopted  an  amendment  to  its  by-laws  which  spells 
"success."  In  the  past  the  national  treasurer  re- 
tained three-fourths  of  the  fee  paid  by  the  member, 
and  gave  one-fourth  to  the  district  treasurer.  Under 
the  amendment  the  national  treasurer  will  retain  all 
of  the  money  and  pay  all  the  bills.  In  this  way  have 
been  the  affairs  of  the  C.  T.  C=  conducted  and  that 
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organization  has  a  large  treasury.  In  that  way  were 
not  the  affairs  of  the  League  managed  and  we  are 
now  missing  the  money  that  was  wasted  by  un- 
bonded treasurers  of  divisions.  The  F.  A.  M.  has 
seen  the  rocks  on  which  the  L.  A.  W.  bumped  and 
has  avoided  it. 


January  i  is  when  we  turn  over  a  new  leaf.  We 
can  devote  the  other  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
days  to  turning  it  back. 

It's  a  sad  custom  many  have  fallen  into  of  reform- 
ing on  one  day  of  the  whole  year  and  of  being  toler- 
ably good  one  day  in  seven. 

Every  man  should,  now  and  then,  take  a  day  off 
and  get  acquainted  with  himself.  He  should  look  in 
the  mirror  some  morning  Avhile  his  wafe  is  down- 
stairs struggling  with  a  balky  furnace  fire  and  ask 
himself: 

'-If  the  people  knew  me  just  as  I  am,  would  it  be 
possible  for  me  to  remain  in  this  neighborhood  ?" 


C.  J.  Obermayer  and  wife,  likewise  R.  H.  Fiero 
and  wife  have  returned  from  their  trip  abroad,  and 
are  doing  a  lot  of  resting  over  in  Brooklyn.  They 
all  think  America  good  enough  to  live  in  because  it 
is  so  quiet. 


The  United  Cyclists,  an  organization  recently 
formed,  with  headquarters  in  New  York,  for  the 
purpose  of  boosting  cycling,  has  taken  up  the  work 
of  raising  $4,500  for  the  purpose  of  sending  a  team 
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of  12  bicycle  riders  to  compete  in  the  Olympic  Bicy- 
cle Road  Race  to  be  held  in  connection  with  the 
Olympic  games  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  next  July.  A 
committee  has  been  formed  and  active  work  begun 
to  raise  this  amount.  \'olnntary  contribution  must 
be  relied  upon  to  a  large  extent  and  everyone  that 
possibh^  can,  that  is  interested  in  cycling,  is  re- 
quested to  send  some  kind  of  a  donation  to  the  treas- 
urer, R.  F.  Kelsey,  914  Tribune  Bldg.,  New  York 
City.  A  large  dinner  is  being  planned  by  the  organ- 
ization for  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  January  loth, 
at  the  Hotel  Earlington,  West  27th  Street,  Xew 
York.  This  dinner  is  given  in  conjunction  with  the 
Alotorcycle  Dealers'  Association  of  Greater  Kew^ 
York  to  the  motorcycle,  bicycle  and  accessory  man- 
ufacturers who  will  be  attending  the  show  at  jMad- 
ison  Square  Garden.  It  is  expected  that  the  affair 
will  be  the  largest  of  its  kind  ever  held  and  will  be 
more  of  a  reunion  of  all  who  were  so  actively  inter- 
ested in  cycling  in  the  days  gone  by.  Gov.  Dix  of 
New  York,  Gov.  Wilson  of  New  Jersey,  Mayor 
Gaynor  of  New  York  and  Borough  President  Steers 
of  Brooklyn,  as  well  as  many  prominent  men  in  the 
trade,  are  expected  to  be  present  and  speak.  The 
members  of  the  L.  A.  W.  are  particularly  invited  and 
the  tickets  may  be  secured  from  J.  A.  Hall,  president 
of  the  United  Cyclists,  at  914  Tribune  Bldg.,  New 
York,  the  cost  of  which  will  be  $2.00  per  cover. 


If  every  year  is  a  New  Year  how  can  the  world 
grow  old?    You  needn't  answer. 
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The  changing  coloration  of  the  year  is  ahiiost  a 
calendar  in  itseh'.  April  and  May  are  in  delicate 
grays,  pinks  and  sage  greens;  June  and  July,  luscious 
full  green,  almost  blue  green  and  "red  as  a  rose";  in 
August  comes  into  the  sunlight  something  of  chrome 
yellow,  and  the  trees  are  cinnabar  greens.  Light  red 
creeps  into  the  tone  of  the  landscape  with  September 
and  purple  with  October.  By  November  the  field 
and  pastures  are  in  the  sere  and  yellow  period.  In 
some  of  the  sharper  touches  of  frost  the  face  of  the 
scenery  is  pinched  till  it  is  pink  again,  and  then  with 
opening  December  comes  a  freeze  that  takes  all 
charm  out  of  the  color,  reducing  it  to  the  pale  saffron 
of  parchmicnt. 


This  is  leap  year  and  every  man  that  works  by  the 
day  vnW  get  a  larger  income  than  he  had  last  year. 


Joseph  G.  Goodman,  formerly  president  of  the 
Bicycling  World  Co.,  New  York,  now  owned  by  the 
A.  B.  Swetland  Co.,  has  become  identified  with  the 
Frank  Presbrey  Co.,  a  large  advertising  agency,  of 
that  city.  He  will  open  a  branch  office  in  Hartford,. 
Conn.,  where  he  resides. 


The  most  curious  question  I  have  noticed  raised 
in  the  cycle  Press  is  that  cycling  is  tiring.  The  man 
who  raised  this  question  was  not  a  cyclist.  Of 
course,  cycling  is  tiring.  So  is  lying  in  bed.  Every- 
thing is  tiring.  A  cyclist — a  real  cyclist — could  never 
talk  of  cycling  being  tiring.  That  is  to  say^  speaking 
of  cycling  as  a  pastime.     Discussions  of  this  kind 
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should  find  no  place  in  cycling  columns  and  cycling 
papers.  Cycling  has  been  so  long  established  that 
its  devotees  know  too  well  what  its  effects  are.. 
There  is  no  pastime  which,  indulged  in  in  accordance 
with  one's  strength  and  physique,  that  tires  one  less. 
Feats  of  endurance  are  not  being  considered,  but 
merely  cycling  as  a  pastime,  and  given  a  decent  ma- 
chine suited  to  the  size  and  weight  of  the  rider,  with 
proper  adjustments,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
cycling  is  refreshing.  Of  course,  if  a  man  wants  to 
do  double  what  he  is  able  for,  he  will  be  tired.— ''The 
Tramps'  in  the  Irish  CycHst. 

It  might  be  added  that  the  strength  required  for 
walking  is  as  six  to  one  compared  with  the  bicycle. 
The  man  who  has  never  ridden  a  bicycle  can  have 
no  appreciation  of  its  exhilaration  nor  its  freedom 
from  hard  work.    "The  Tramp"  does  not  tramp. 


The  editor  of  the  Irish  Cyclist  has  been  talking 
with  Colonel  Pope. 

'While  cycling  through  Coventry  we  were  over- 
taken by  a  big  Daimler  car  driven  by  Mr.  Knight, 
the  inventor  of  the  famous  engine,  and  on  board  this 
car  was  Colonel  Pope,  wlho  was  paying  his  first  visit 
to  England  and  appeared  to  be  much  interested  in 
the  Daimler  productions.  We  had  an  interesting 
chat  with  him  on  the  question  of  the  sensational 
American  invasion  which  took  place  about  the  year 
1896.  At  that  period  the  Columbia  bicycle  made  by. 
the  Pope  firm  was  one  of  the  finest  machines  in  the 
world  for  excellence  of  material  and  workmanship. 
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and  there  were  other  American  bicycles^  such  as  the 
Cleveland  and  G.  and  J.,  which  were  also  in  the  first 
rank," 

The  answer  to  this  is  that  there  \vere  two  Colonel 
Popes.  Colonel  George,  it  must  have,  been,  for  he  is 
still  in  the  flesh. 


The  United  Cyclists  announce  their  intention  to 
boost  cycling.  In  what  direction  will  they  boost  it 
and  by  what  means.  Their  initial  effort  w^ould  seem 
to  indicate  that  they  intend  to  promote  and  foster 
the  racing  interests.  But  is  not  this  in  the  hands  of 
the  F.  A.  M.?  Can  it  be  that  they  hope  to  revive 
racing  on  the  push  bicycle?  We  shall  watch  their 
effort  with  no  little  interest;  not  to  discourage  in 
any  way  but  to  stand  ready  to  applaud  success  i-n 
any  form. 


New  Year's  thought:  Let  our  goodness  be  a 
steady  grow'th  like  that  of  the  oak.  It  doesn't  jump 
to  its  full  size  in  a  minute.  It  grows  a  little  every 
day. 


According  to  a  Paris  contemporary,  the  whip  has 
become  a  motor  accessory  in  Germany.  Motorists 
have  discovered  that  animals  on  the  highway  show 
a  contempt  for  the  warning  horn,  and  make  no  at- 
tempt to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  car,  but  they 
respond  with  alacrity  to  the  injunctions  of  the  whip. 
One  German  firm,  we  read,  has  made  a  special  kind 
of  whip  for  the  use  of  automobilists. — London  Globe. 
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PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  offer  an  opportunity  for  Magazine  Readers  to  pro- 
cure Periodicals  at  Club  Prices.  We  print  a  very  few  titles, 
but  we  are  able  to  supply  any  Periodical,  American  or  For- 
eign, at  lowest  rates.  All  Professional  and  Technical  Mag- 
azines are  on  our  list.  Write  for  prices  on  any  list  of 
Periodicals  wanted  and  get  the  lowest  possible  rates. 

Club 

List.  Price. 

Ainslee's   Magazine .$i.8o  $i-35 

All  Story  Magazine  (Munsey)    i.oo  i.oo 

American   Boy     i.oo  .85 

American  Historical   Review  4.00  3.65 

American    Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Argosy  (Munsey) i.oo  i.oo 

Atlantic  Monthly   4.00  3.85 

Bibelot       I.oo  i.oo 

Bird   Lore,   Bi-Monthly   i.oo  i.oo 

Black  Cat   i.oo  .80 

Blackwood's    Magazine    3.00  3.00 

Blue  Book  Magazine   1.50  1.35 

Bookman       2.50  2.35 

Book   News.    Monthly    i.oo  .85 

Boston  Cooking  School  Magazine   i.oo  .85 

Boy's   Magazine    i.oo  .85 

Boy's    World    50  .40 

Cassell's  Little  Folks   1.50  1.35 

Century  Magazine   4.00  4.00 

Checker  World     5.00  4.50 

Collier's   Weekly    5.50  5.00 

Commoner,    Weekly i.oo  .75 

Cooking  Club  Magazine    i.oo  .80 

Cosmopolitan       1.50  i.oo 

Cosmopolitan,     Good     Housekeeping    and 

World-to-day.   same   address    6.00  3.00 

Country  Life  in  America,  Semi-Monthly  .  .  4.00  3.50 

Current    Literature    3.00  1.75 

Current   Events     40  .35 

Delineator        v 1.50  1.05 

Dial — Literary.    Semi-Monthly    2.00  1.85 

Dial  (New)     2.0:)  1.65 
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Electrical   World    3.00  300 

Etude  (for  all  music  lovers)    1.50  i.iS 

Everybody's  Magazine     1.50  i-i5 

Everyday  Housekeeping   75  -^o 

Every  Woman's  Magazine   50  .45 

Forum        2.50  2.50 

Gardening  (New),   Semi-Monthly 2.00  2.00 

Garden    Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Good  Government  i.oo  .85 

Good  Health   1.50  1.15 

Good    Housekeeping    1.50  i.oo 

Good   Roads,    Weekly    2.00  2.00 

Good  Roads  (Monthly)    i.oo  .90 

Green  Bag   3.00  2.6; 

Hampton-Columbian   Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Happy  Days,  Weekly  2.50  2.25 

Harper's    Bazar    1.25  i.oo 

Harper's  Magazine  or  Weekly  4.00  3.50 

Hints,  an  entertainment  magazine i.oo  .50 

House  and  Garden  3.00  2.50 

Housekeeper        1,50  1.15 

Illustrated    London    News    6.00  6.00 

Independent   3.00  1.75 

India   Rubber  World  -....' 3.00  2.00 

Industrial   Magazine    i.oo  .85 

International        i.oo  .85 

International  Who's  Who    5.00  4.25 

Judge 5.00  4.75 

Ladies'    Home  Journal    1.50  1.50 

Ladies'  World   50  .40 

Ladies'     World,     Modern     Priscilla     and 

Pictorial    Review    2,25  1.50 

Leslie's   Weekly    5.00  4.75 

Life        5.00  4.50 

Lippincott's   Magazine    3.00  1.75 

Literary   Digest    3.00  3.00 

Little  Folks    i.oo  i.oo 

Little  Folks  (New)    i.oo  .85 

Magazine  of  American  History  i.oo  .90 

Magazine  of  History 5.00  5.00 

McCall's  Magazine  and  Pattern 50  ,45 

McClure   Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Metropolitan    Magazine    1.50  1.15 
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Modern  Priscilla .75  -^ 

Munsey   Magazine     i.oo  i.oo 

Musician        1.50  1.15 

Nation        3.00  3-00 

National  Magazine   1.50  1.15 

New  England  Magazine    1.75  1.75 

New  Idea  Woman's  Magazine 75  .60 

North  American  Review    4.00  3.50 

Open  Court i.oo  i.<X) 

Out  Door  Life   1.50  1.20 

Outing    Magazine    3.00  2.50 

Outlook 3.00  3.00 

Overland    Monthly    1.50  1.25 

Pearson's   Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Philistine       i.oo  .85 

Pictorial    Review    i.oo  .85 

Popular  Magazine,  Semi-Monthly 3.00  3.0a 

Puck        5.00  4.50 

Red  Book 1.50  1.15 

Review  of  Reviews 3.00  1.75 

Saint   Nicholas 3.00  3.00 

Saint  Nicholas   (New)    3.00  2.00 

Saturday  Evening    Post    1.50  1.50 

Scientific  American   3.00  2.75 

Scientific  American    (New)    3.00  2.50 

Scientific  American   Supplement   5.00  5.00 

Scientific  American  and  Supplement   7.00  7.00 

Scribner s    Magazine     3.00  3.00 

Smart  Set   3.00  2.25 

Strand   Magazine    1.50  i. so- 
Suburban    Life    3.00  2.50 

Success   Magazine i.oo  .85 

Sunset  Magazine    1.50  1.15 

Table  Talk i.oo  .95 

Technical   World    1.50  1.15 

Travel    Magazine 3.00  1.75 

Twentieth  Century  Magazine    2.00  1.50 

Vanity   Fair 4.00  3.40 

Vogue,    Semi-Monthly 4.00  3-50 

Woman's  Home  Companion 1.50  1.15 

World's   Work    3.00  1.85 

World  To-Day    3.00  1.75 

Youth's    Companion    2.00  2.00 
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WHEELING. 

Club 

List.  Price. 

Automobile $3.00  $2.35 

Automobile  Topics 2.00  i.oo 

Bicycling  World  2.00  1.75 

Cycle  and  Auto  Trade  Journal  2.00  1.75 

Horseless   Age    2.00  1.75 

Motor 3.00  3.00 

Motor  Age     3.00  2.35 

Motor  Boat,  Semi-Monthly 2.(X)  1.75 

Motor  Boating   3.00  3.00 

Motorcycle,  Illustrated,   Semi-Monthly   .  . .    i.oo  .90 

Motorcycling,   Bi-Monthly    i.oo  .95 

Motor  Field i.oo  .85 

Motor  World     > 2.00  1.75 

PHOTOGRAPHY. 

Club 

List.  Price. 

American  Photography   $1.50  $1.20 

Camera 1.50  1.15 

Camera   Craft i.oo  i.oo 

Camera  Work 8.00  7.75 

Photo-Era 1.50  1.20 

Photographic  Times 1.50  1.35 

Photo   Miniature    2.50  2.50 

EDUCATIONAL. 

■  ^  Club 

List.  Price. 

American  Primary  Teacher  $1.00  $-85 

Child  Lore .....;.,.. .,.   i.oo  .85 

Elementary  School  Teacher   1.50  1.35 

Kindergarten   Primary  Magazine i.oo  i.oo 

Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine  (New)  ".  .  i.oo  .80 

Kindergarten   Review i.oo  .75 

Primary  Education .   1.25  i.io 

Primary   Plans    ............:...:.;.......   i.oo  .90 

School  Arts  Book  1.50  1.25 

Address  Abbot  Bassett,  105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville^ 
Mass. 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.   G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing^ 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 
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To  know  thyself — in  others  seh'  concern; 
Wouldst  thou  know  others?  read  thyself — and  learn  I 

— Schiller. 


By  the  street  of  By-and-By 

One  arrives  at  the  House  of  Never 

— Cervantes. 


The  pedigree  of  honey 

Does  not  concern  the  bee; 
A  clover,  any  time,  to  him 

Is  aristocracy. 

— Emilv  Dickinson. 


1887 — 1912. 

It  was  indeed  a  gallant  company  that  gathered  in 
Dnpont's  restaurant,  Boston,  U.  S.  A.,  on  Thursday 
evening  of  Jan.  i8,  1912,  to  celebrate  the  25th  anni- 
versary of  the  election  of  the  present  Secretary- 
Treasurer  to  the  position  of  Secretary-Editor  of  the 
L.  A.  W.,  as  the  office  was  then  called.  The  celebra- 
tion was  one  day  late  for  the  election,  but  on  Jan.  18 
of  1887  the  Secretary-Editor  left  New  York  City  to 
take  possession  of  the  office  at  Philadelphia,  and 
that  is  just  as  good  a  thing  to  celebrate  as  is  the 
actual  balloting. 
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The  Newton  Bicycle  Club,  of  which  Mr.  Bassett 
has  been  Secretary-Treasurer  for  many  years,  was  in 
charge  of  the  function.  It  was  made  a  "ladies' 
night,''  and  the  members  brought  their  wives  along. 
Evers^  member  of  the  club  was  present  and  there 
were  several  invited  guests.  The  dinner  was  ample, 
satisfactory,  savory.  The  company  was  jolly,  jovial, 
temperate,  congenial.  President  Herbert  A.  Fuller 
presided.  The  post  prandials  elicited  short 
speeches  from  the  President,  Sterling  Elliott,  Capt. 
Frank  S.  Wilson  and  W.  W.  Stall.  Arthur  P.  Ben- 
son was  called  upon  for  a  contribution  of  words  and 
did  more,  for  he  acted.  He  placed  before  the  aston- 
ished Secretary  a  huge  box  containing  a  massive 
silver  fruit  bowl  mscribed: 

ABBOT    BASSETT, 

Secretary  of  the 
LEAGUE     OF     AMERICAN    WHEELMEN 

1887— January    17 — 191 2 

From    Members    of    the 

League  of  American  Wheelmen 

Presented  at  the 

January  Meeting  of  the 

NEWTON    BICYCLE    CLUB 
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More  than  this,  for  in  the  bowl  was  a  chamois  bag 
which  upon  being  opened  disclosed  a  very  large 
number  of  gold  coins  of  the  realm — Double  eagles, 
Eagles,  Fivers  and  many  very  bright  pieces  of  silver. 
The  whole  aggregated  a  very  substantial  sum.  We. 
should  not  estimate  generosity  by  the  measuring  rod 
of  dollars  and  cents,  for  we  cannot  believe  that  he 
who  gives  much  should  have  a  higher  place  in  one's 
esteem  than  he  who  at  some  sacrifice  gives  much  less. 
It  was  a  most  munificent  gift;  large  enough  to  warm 
up  the  cockles  of  our  heart  and  raise  a  smile  that 
will  drive  away  anxiety.  But  the  end  is  not  yet,  for 
George  L.  Cooke  took  the  floor  and  on  behalf  of 
the  wheelmen  of  Rhode  Island^ — the  State  in  which 
the  L.  A.  W.  was  born — a  little  State  one-half  of 
which  is  water,  and  the  other  half  land,  with  an  occa- 
sional rock — presented  a  prettily  encased  double 
eagle  to  represent  the  land  and  another  to  represent 
the  water.  He  also  presented  some  language  some- 
what ornate,  a  few  rhymes  and  all  very  compli- 
mentary. 

And  then  the  Secretary-Treasurer  was  expected 
to  say  something.  Just  what  he  said  we  cannot  tell/ 
for  we  cannot  remember.  Having  not  the  slightest 
idea  that  his  friends  were  actively  at  work  he  was 
taken  completely  by  surprise  and  knocked  speech- 
less. 

And  now  that  the  thing  is  all  over  what  shall  be 
said?  Again  we  are  at  a  loss.  We  know  that  we 
are  now  talking  to  a  larger  audience  than  that  gath- 
ered at  the  feast,  and  we  are  fully  aware  that  in  this 
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large  audience  are  friends  who  have  been  with  us 
many  years  and  ahvays  loyal,  appreciative,  kindly, 
generous,  charitable.  For  what  they  have  done  in 
the  past  and  for  what  they  are  doing  now  we  are 
indeed  grateful.  It  is  no  easy  task  to  live  up  to  the 
ideas  and  the  expectations  of  our  friends  and  if  w^e 
have  done  so,  we  have  to  confess  that  our  efforts 
have  been  crowned  with  success  beyond  our  anticipa- 
tions buit  not  in  excess  of  our  desires. 

To  Arthur  P.  Benson  and  his  good  wife  who  got 
at  the  list  of  League  members  through  a  friendly 
connivance  with  the  daughter  of  our  house,  very 
much  credit  is  due.  He  covered  his  tracks  com- 
pletely and  carried  through  his  undertaking  with 
comDleteness  and  with  great  success. 

To  one  and  all  in  our  grand  membership  who  were 
instrumental  in  making  our  anniversary  the  delight- 
ful occasion  it  certainly  was — to  those  who  contrib- 
uted their  presence,  to  those  who  contributed  their 
messages  of  congratulation  and  good  will,  to  those 
who  contributed  much  to  the  purse  and  those  who 
contributed  their  mite,  we  offer  our  sincere  thanks 
with  all  the  heartiness  within  our  capability. 


Quinc}'    Kilby   could   not   be   present    at    the   anniversary 
dinner  and  so  he  sent  a  contribution: 

There's  a  noticeably  gratifying  fact. 

In  connection  with  our  Secretary  Bassett, 

That  the  roster  of  his  friends 

Makes  a  list  which  never  ends. 
And  they  constitute  an  enviable  asset. 
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SIX    MONTHS   FROM    NOW.. 

Six  months  from  now  you'll  wish  that  you  could  see  a  flake 

of  snow 
And  tread  upon  the  icy  pond  and  feel  the  cold  wind  blow; 
You'd  eagerly  reward  the  youngster  who,  just  for  a  lark, 
Made  at  you  with  a  snowball,  even  if  it  hit  the  mark. 

Six  months   from   now  you'll   yearn   to   see    the    icicles    so 

bright 
That  sparkle  like  great  jewels  in  the  early  morning  light. 
Six  months  from  now  you'll  view  the  leaves  and  blossoms 

with  a  frown 
And  wail  because  the  mercury  goes  up  instead  of  down. 

So  wherefore  waste  the  moments   that   are   swiftly  fleeting 

.    by     .     . 

In  irate  agitation  or  a  melancholy  sigh.'' 
The   weather  which  at  present  makes  you  want  to  raise  a 
row 

Will  seem  ideal  if  vou'll  wait  until  six  months  from  now. 


Reckless  automobile  drivers  have  still  another  fear 
to  face  now  in  the  Highway  Safety  League,  organ- 
ized in  Massachusetts  under  the  leadership  of  Moor- 
field  Storey,  former  Atty.-Gen.  Pillsbury  and  Law- 
rence G.  Brooks,  with  over  200  members. 


If  the  waters  could  speak  as  they  flow,  how  would 
Lone  Island  Sound? 


Jack  Frost  has  been  working  on  the  window  pane. 
He  is  a  fine  artist  h)Ut  his  pictures  lack  warmth. 


The  automobilists  are  in  many  ways  following  the 
paths  laid  out  by  the  L.  A.  W.  Believing  that  high- 
speed motor  car  racing  no   longer  serves  a  useful 
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purpose,  besides  bringing  discredit  upon  motoring 
and  the  motor-car  trade,  Benjamin  Briscoe,  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  Motor  Company,  has  pre- 
pared a  letter  to  the  American  Automobile  Associa- 
tion advising  that  it  abandon  the  control  of  speed 
contests  and  devote  its  time  to  the  promotion  and 
encouragement  of  touring  and  reliability  contests, 
and  particularly  furthering  its  work  for  good  roads, 
a  work  which  the  national  organization  has  done 
with  excellent  results  during  the  past  five  years. 
Except  in  the  case  where  cars  of  abnormal  horse- 
power are  built,  our  American  makers  have  proved 
that  they  can  build  just  as  fast  motor  cars  as  any 
manufacturer  m  the  world.  It  is  a  fact,  however, 
that  many  people  dislike  to  buy  cars  that  are  famous 
in  racing,  because  of  the  thought  that  they  may  not 
be  proper  for  use  in  touring  and  general  utility, 
which  after  all,  is  the  real  work  of  the  modern 
vehicle  of  transportation. 


Otto  Zeigler,  who  pedalled  into  fame  as  a  racing 
man  at  the  L.  A.  W.  Meet  at  Denver  in  1894,  is 
totally  blind  at  his  home  in  Alameda,  Cal.  He  has 
been  in  retirement  for  many  years,  owing  to  failing 
eyesight.  Zeigler  was  the  first  rider  to  reel  ofT  a 
mile  in  less  than  two  minutes,  making  the  distance 
in  1.50  fiat  on  the  Alameda  straightaway  course. 
After  the  Denver  meet  he  made  the  grand  circuit  of 
races  through  the  east  and  proved  himself  a  marvel. 


If  a  bull-frog  wore  a  hobble  skirt  would  the  lily 
pad  ? 
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Senator  Alclrich's  currency  l)ill  is  called  a  plan 
for  "mobile  money."  But  what  a  large  section  of 
the  public  appear  to  want  is  automobile  money. — 
New  York  World. 


Francis  Rodman,  the  veteran  rider  of  Eastern 
Massachusetts,  is  riding  the  shell  roads  a,t  Daytona, 
Fla.  He  is  one  of  our  all-the-year  riders, — north  in 
summer,  south  in  winter. 


The  C.  T.  C.  of  Great  Britain  is  supplying  to  its 
members  at  2s.  6d.  each  a  German  silver  badge  to 
be  attached  to  the  handle  bar  of  a  cycle.  A  good 
thing.    Why  didn't  we  think  of  it  in  the  long  ago? 


First  Motorist — Fve  just  ordered  a  heavy  coat  for 
my  man. 

Second — What  kind  of  fur? 

First — Chaufifeur. 

Probablv  wants  him  to  make  the  fur  fiv. 


If   a   single   car   weighs    several   tons,   how    much 
does  the  whole  subwav? 


The  good  men  and  true  who  are  to  stand  for  us 
in  the  Assembly  are  now  in  line  for  election.  Read 
their  names  elsewhere. 


Indictments  were  handed  down  by  the  Federal 
Grand  Jury  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  Monday,  January 
8,  charging  that  a  trust  bearing  no  name  has  secured 
control  of  90  per  cent,  of  the  business  of  manufac- 
turing and  selling  coaster  brakes   for  bicycles  .  and 
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motorcycles  and  a  large  percentage  of  other  bicycle 
accessories  and  has  violated  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
law.  First  thing  you  know  they'll  be  saying  that 
marriage  is  a  trust  and  then  there  will  be  nothino- 
but  bachelors  and  old  maids.  And  then  production 
will  stop. 


"That  chauffeur  was  a  great  disappointment." 

"I  thought  he  w^ould  be." 

''But  you  gave  him  a  letter  of  recommendation.*^ 

"Of  course.  And  I  advise  you  to  do  the  same. 
It's  the  only  way  to  get  him  to  go  peaceably." — 
Washino^ton  Star. 


An  English  lady,  Mrs.  Elliott  by  name,  not  the 
first  lady-rider  of  the  wooden-wheel  bicycle,  for  she 
was  a  Yankee,  covered  over  18,000  miles  awheel  in 
1911. 


''A  Wheel  About  London,"  after  the  plan  to  a  lim- 
ited extent  of  our  "Wheel  About  the  Hub"  is  pro- 
posed. England's  cycle  governing  body,  the  Na- 
tional Cyclists'  Union,  is  fathering  the  proposition 
which  at  present  is  being  planned  to  occur  some  time 
in  June  next.  The  plan  of  the  run,  submitted  by  a 
cycling  enthusiast,  James  Blair,  provides  that  the 
run  shall  be  open  to  all  bona  fide  cycling  clubs  and 
companies  of  cycling  corps  attached  to  the  local 
militia.  Any  number  can  enter,  but  the  minimum 
number  to  score  for  the  prizes  and  medals  would 
probably  be  five,  and  the  maximum  15. 

The  riders  will  be  started  from  four  different- 
points  round  London,  at  a  distance  of  about  15  miles 
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from  Charing  Cross.  They  will  ride  in  a  clock-wise 
direction  right  round  London,  crossing  the  Thames 
by  the  Tilbury-Gravesend  ferry,  until  they  reach  the 
starting-point  again. 

The  distance  would  be  approximately  loo  to  120 
miles.  A  hmit  of  speed  of  10  to  12  miles  an  hour 
would  be  fixed,  and  the  riders  would  have  to  keep  to 
a  time  table,  with  "controls"  at  various  points.  They 
would  be  penalized  for  arriving  early  or  late  at  con- 
trols, and  in  each  would  have  to  wait  15  minutes 
before  proceeding.  A  trophy  and  medals  are  pro- 
posed for  the  winning  team,  as  well  as  other  prizes. 

The  proposal  now  before  the  Union  is  to  start  the 
ride  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  a  Saturday  in 
June,  the  ride  to  finish  in  the  small  hours  of  Sunday 
morning.  Does  seem  to  be  like  our  W.  A.  T.  H.  to 
a  very  limited  extent.  We  go  slowly  and  for  fun, 
not  prizes. 


Back  in  1897,  when  I  was  in  the  bicycle  manufac- 
turing business,  about  the  time  when  the  bicycle  in- 
dustry was  coming  to  a  crux — ^that  is,  a  period  when 
its  boom  was  about  over — ^I  can  recall  how  at  a  bicy- 
cle show  in  Madison  Square  Garden,  there  was  a 
"horseless  carriage"  exhibited.  That  was  what  self- 
propelled  vehicles  w^ere  called  in  those  days.  It  was 
a  curiosity.  Probably  not  5  per  cent,  of  the  people 
who  looked  at  it  would  have  been  willing  to  ride  in 
it,  let  alone  learn  to  drive  it,  for  it  was  generally  con- 
sidered a  dangerous  contraption.  Tlie  fact  that  it 
developed  about  live-horsepower  did  not  alter  the 
case   any.      Asstmiing   that    a    self-propelled   vehicle 
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was  dangerous  in  itself,  the  wiseacres  declared  there 
was  nothing  in  it  as  an  industrial  proposition. — 
George  Pope. 


"Willie"  Windle  of  Millbury,  a  former  high  bicycle 
champion,  is  still  an  enthusiastic  follower  of  the  bicy- 
cle racing  game.  "Wilhe"  still  rides  a  wheel,  al- 
though not  in  competition,  but  from  present  appear- 
ance he  could  mount  a  wheel  today  and  give  half  of 
the  present  day  cycHng  aspirants  a  good  race,  but  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  he  will  never  have  to  appear  in 
active  competition  again,  as  he  has  a  very  comfort- 
able business,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  homes  in  Worcester  county. 


A  quart  of  bees's  honey  is  said  to  represent  48,000 
iles    of    flight    from    flower    to    fl 
doesn't  seem  to  be  in  it  with  honey. 


miles    of    flight    from    flower    to    flower.      Gasoline 


If  a  Harvard  oarsman  rows  in  a  shell,  in  what  does 
the  salmon  roe? 


"Tobogocycling"  is  a  new  sport.  Tobogoc3'Cles 
are  a  Swiss  invention  recently  introduced  at  the 
Grindelwald  and  other  popular  resorts  in  Switzer- 
land, and,  as  Mr.  T.  Henshaw,  the  well-known  Dub- 
lin cycHst  and  motorist,  remarked,  they  ''go  like  the 
wheels  of  Hades" — fast  enough,  we  presume,  to 
satisfy  the  most  ardent  of  ''scorchers."  They  are 
made  on  somewhat  similar  lines  to  bicycles,  runners 
taking  the  place  of  wheels.  Visitors  have  taken  to 
the  new  toboganning  instruments  with  great  vim, 
the  sensation  experienced  during  the  flashlike  jour- 
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ney   down   the   snowy   "run"   being  thrilling   in   the 
highest  degree. — Irish  CycHst. 


The     subscriptions     pledged     to     the     American 
Olympic  Bicycle  Team  fund  are  coming  in  very  fast. 


We  have  received  our  supply  of  1912  C.  T.  C. 
button  tickets.  Those  of  our  membership  .  who 
travel  abroad  this  year  may  be  supplied  on  applica- 
tion.   . 


"You  must  take  exercise,"  said  a  physician  to  a 
patient.  "The  motor  car  in  a  case  like  yours  gives 
the  best  exercise  that " 

"But  doctor,  I  can't  af¥ord  to  keep  a  motor  car," 
the  patient  growled. 

"Don't  buy,  just  dodge!"  said  the  doctor. 


The  boys  in  New  York  City  are  using  chains  on 
their  bicycle  wheels.  We  have  seen  the  time  when  a 
chain  would  have  saved  a  fall,  but  wasn't  it  easier  to 
stay  ^at  home  than  to  go  out  when  chains  were  nec- 
essarv? 


Enthusiastic  cyclists  are  still  protesting  against 
any  qualification  being  used  when  one  desires  to 
refer  to  the  ordinary  everyday  bicycle  which  is  pro- 
pelled by  the  rider's  own  efforts.  Perhaps  they  have 
not  experienced  the  necessity  to  the  same  extent  as 
in  our  .case.  Almost  invariably  when  we  refer  to 
having  cycled  to  such  and  such  a  place,  or  to  having 
enjoyed  a  delightful  cycling  tour,  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  the  machine  used  was  a  motor  cycle. 
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So  few  people  nowadays  continue  to  tour  on  a 
machine  which  necessitates  physical  exertion  on  the 
part  of  its  rider  that  they  are  inclined  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  those  who  tour  or  go  in  for  long  rides 
have,  as  Dr.  Turner  put  it,  ''sold  their  ibirthright  for 
a  mess  of  petrol."  Even  when  dealing  with  cycling 
subjects  editorially,  there  is  often  a  possibility  of  the 
readers  not  understanding  which  type  of  machine  is 
referred  to. — Irish  Cvclist. 


If  no  grass  is  grown  in  the  frozen  North,  what 
then  does  the  Eskimo? 


If  a  thief  broke  into  a  drugstore,  do  you  think  that 


the  dogwood  bark? 


And  now  can  it  be  said  that  much  fat  will  keep  a 
man  v/arm?  "Baby"  Bliss  was  found  frozen  to  death. 
Leonard  Bliss  was  his  name  and  he  was  a  familiar 
figure  at  the  League  meets  during  the  nineties,  where 
he  rode  a  bicycle  for  short  distances.  His  dimen- 
sions w^ere :  Height,  6  feet  4  inches ;  waist,  72  inches  ; 
hips,  86  inches;  chest,  66  inches;  thigh,  42  inches; 
calf.  2.y  inches;  collar,  21  inches;  hat,  7  5/8;  socks. 
12  1/2;  shoes,  13;  weight,  540  pounds. 

"Baby"  v.-as  found  dead,  January  4,  at  his  home  in 
Bloomington,  111.,  where  he  had  been  living  alone. 
Having  been  missed  by  his  neighbors,  the  door  was 
forced  in  by  the  police  and  the  body  was  found 
seated  in  a  mammoth  arm  chair  of  his  own  manufac- 
ture, in  front  of  a  gas  stove.  The  cocks  had  been 
accidentally  turned  on  and  death  resulted  from 
asphyxiation. 
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It  was  back  in  1898  or  1899  that  "Baby"  sprung 
the  sensation  of  the  year  by  covering  the  entire  route 
of  the  annual  July  4th  race  to  Pullman.  He  had 
been  a  regular  starter  for  years,  generally  being 
given  a  handicap  of  25  minutes  or  so,  but  he  usually 
stopped  at  the  first  refreshment  parlor  instead  of 
going  through  the  race. 

BHss  was  known  the  world  over.  He  started  his 
career  in  the  cycling  world  about  1893  and  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Fowler  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.  to  advertise 
its  products.  He  visited  county  fairs  all  over  the 
United  States,  gave  exhibitions  at  race  meetings 
and  afterward  journeyed  to  Australia  and  Europe 
to  advertise  bicycles. 

When  his  services  were  no  longer  required  in  the 
bicycle  business,  Bliss  went  into  the  show  business, 
traveling  with  circuses  to  manv  countries,  and  w^as 
shown  as  the  world's  heaviest  man. 


A  cycling  club  run  in  which  all-black  machines  are 
exclusively  used  is  stated  to  strongly  resemble  a 
funeral.  We  fail  to  see  it,  any  more  than  that  a  run 
which  only  cyclists  on  all-bright  bicycles  take  part 
resem.bles  a  weddino-  procession! — Irish  Cvclist. 


Not  so  very  long  ago  a  New  York  publisher 
brought  out  a  magazine  and  appropriated  our  name. 
The  world  will  know  it  no  more  for  it  has  been 
merged  with  another  publication  under  another 
name.  This  is  one  of  the  ways  taken  by  pubhshers 
to  give  an  unprofitable  magazine  an  easy  death.  We 
were  here  several  years   before  our  namesake   was 
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born  and  we  hope  to  stay  on  top  of  the  earth  many 
years  more. 


If  a  parrot  can  swear  can  a  crocus? 


President  Taft  on  Good  Roads. — The  question  of 
good  roads,  I  say,  is  a  difficult  one,  not  only  for  the 
perfection  of  a  road  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  this 
much  heavier  traffic,  but  also  because  of  the  ques- 
tions. Who  is  to  pay  for  the  roads?  Are  they  to  be 
built  by  the  State?  Are  they  to  be  built  by  the 
county?  And  who  is  to  take  care  of  them?  This  is 
a  much  more  important  question;  but  I  hear  the 
earnest  patriot — and  it  does  not  make  any  difference 
how  he  construes  the  Constitution,  if  there  is  any 
plan  of  running  a  National  road  near  his  farm — I 
hear  the  earnest  patriot  say:  'Tt  is  the  business  of 
the  general  Government  to  build  these  roads.  Let's 
have  a  National  road  running  from  New  York  to 
San  Francisco,  to  teach  the  world  what  a  model  road 
is."  ''But  what  would  it  cost?"  ''Oh,  what  differ- 
ence does  it  make  what  it  costs?  You  can  strive  and 
'hunt  ways  of  saving  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
the  matter  of  employes  at  Washington,  but  when  it 
comes  to  building  roads,  w^hat  is  a  hundred  million 
between  friends?" 


Diving  and  finding  no  pearls  in  the  sea. 
Blame  not  the  ocean,  the  fault  is  in  thee. 

— Firdanci. 


Be  wise  with  speed; 

A  fool  at  forty  is  a  fool  indeed. 

— Young. 
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NOMINATIONS  FOR  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY. 

The  following  delegates  have  been  regularly  nominated 
for  the  National  Assembly,  L.  A.  W. : 

New  York,  12— Geo.  T.  Stebbins,  Frank  P.  Share,  L. 
P.  Cowell,  C.  Lee  Abell,  John  F.  Clarke,  Will  R.  Pitman, 
Fred  G.  Lee,  F.  W.  Brooks,  Jr.,  Dr.  Wm.  D.  Kempton,  L. 
P.  Coleman,  A.  D.  Wait.  VVm.  H.  Portef. 

Massachusetts,  10 — A.  P.  Benson,  J.  Fred  Adams,  D.  E. 
Miller,  Herbert  A.  Fuller,  Edward  Burbeck,  J.  Rush  Green, 
Augustus  Nickerson.  Wm.  W.  Stall,  Chas.  C.  Ryder.  Dr. 
W.  G.  Kendlall. 

Pennsylvania,  8 — George  T.  Bush,  George  D.  Gideon, 
Wm.  L.  Lockhart,  D.  B.  Landis,  A.  D.  Knapp,  Warren  H. 
Poley,  Dr.  Clarence  Wright,  Chas.  E.  Minnemeyer. 

Connecticut,  2 — A.  G.  Fisher,  L.  P.  Case. 

Illinois,  2— C.  M.  Fairchild,  M.  X.  Chuse. 

New  Jersey,  3 — Robert  Gentle,  L.  H.  Porter,  A.  G. 
Batchelder. 

Ohio,  2— H.  C.  G.  Ellard,  F.  T.  Sholes. 

New  Hampshire,  i — Elmer  G.  Whitney. 

California,  i — Charles  K.  iVlley. 

District  of  Columbia,    i — x\lvey  A.  Adee. 

Kentucky,  i — O.   VV.  Lawson. 

Missouri,   i — ^W.   H.   Cameron. 

Colorado,  i — W.  I.  Doty. 

Indiana,  i — W.  G.  Heberhart. 

Iowa,  I — W.  F.  Reinecke. 

Maine,  i — R.  A.  Fairfield. 

Maryland,  i — H,  V.  Casey. 

Michigan,  i — W.  M.  Perrett. 

^linnesota,  i — M.  R,  Brock. 

Texas,  i — E.  W.  Hope. 

Wisconsin,  i — W.  H.  Field. 

Rhode  Island — Robert  A.  Kendall,  John  H.  Barrett. 

Abbott  Bassett, 

Sec.-Treas. 


When  the  motorist's  speed  is  a  hot  one, 
The  judge  "roasts"  him  well  for  his  game: 

Quite  naturally  then  he  is  "boiling" 
And  thinks  it  a  "burning  shame." 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
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President: 
Fred  Atwater,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

ist  Vice  President: 
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The  objects  of  this  association  are  (a),  to  promote  and 
encourage  bicycle  riding  for  business,  pleasure  and  health; 
(b),  to  protect  and  defend  the  rights  of  wheelmen  who  are 
members  of  this  association;  (c),  to  encourage  and  facili- 
tate touring  at  home  and  abroad;  (d),  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage and  enforcement  of  laws  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  highways  and  bicycle  paths;  to  promote  a 
fraternal  spirit  among  its  members  by  frequent  meets  and 
reunions. 

We  are  here  to  stay!  We  do  not  propose  to  lower  our 
flag  so  long  as  there  remains  with  us  one  of  the  old  guard 
to  pull  on  the  halyards. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertlsiug  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.  <■  Our  rates :— gl.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  §1.00  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Oflce,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ^^avua 

Vol.  lo.     No.  I  MARCH  1912  5  Cents 


No,  life  is  a  waste  of  wearisome  hours, 
Which  seldom  the  rose  of  enjoyment  adorns; 
And  the  heart  that  is  soonest  awake  to  the  flowers 
Is  always  the  first  to  be  touched  by  the  thorns. 

— Moore. 


The  night  has  a  thousand  eyes, 

And  the  day  but  one — 
Which  perhaps  is  the  reason  night 

Sees  so  much  fun. 

—Judge. 


BOSTON  BI  CLUB  DINNER 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Boston  Bi 
Club  took  place  at  the  Rathskellar  of  the  Copley 
Square  Hotel  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  February 
loth.  There  was  assembled  the  largest  number  of 
guests  that  this  function  has  known  for  many  years, 
and  old-time  friends  little  seen  of  late  years  were 
observed  on  every  hand.  It  was  a  notable  assem- 
blage of  wheelmen  and  numbered  many  from  distant 
points. 

The  club  has  been  for  some  time  planning  a  suit- 
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able  souvenir  badge  to  be  used  at  the  Wheel  About 
the  Hub,  and  to  indicate  the  record  of  times 
which  the  wearer  has  participated  in  the  tour.  The 
badges  were  distributed  on  this  occasion.  Sur- 
mounting all  is  a  bar  bearing  the  legend:  "Boston 
Bicycle  Club;  Wheel  About  the  Hub."  Suspended 
from  this  is  the  Star  emblem  of  the  club,  and  chains 
support  the  circular  medal  below,  which  shows  very 
many  wheels  circling  about  a  central  hub  which 
bears  the  date  1879.  From  below  the  medals  hangs 
a  figure  indicating  the  number  of  times  the  wearer 
has  been  with  the  company.  The  whole  is  of 
sterling  silver.  Three  badges  of  gold  were  given  to 
three  men  who  were  on  the  first  tour  in  1879: — 
Josiah  S.  Dean  of  Boston,  Willis  Farrington  of 
Lowell  and  Herbert  W.  Knight  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
It  is  one  of  the  things  that  a  man  is  bound  to  feel 
proud  of  and  to  hand  down  to  his  children.  Among 
the  many  good  things  that  come  to  a  resident  of 
Boston  is  the  easiest  way  to  be  in  at  the  W.  A.  T.  H. 
Down  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  went  we  to 
reach  the  tables.  We  approached  an  hungered  and 
departed  full  of  good  things  gastronomic,  intel- 
lectual, musical,  smoky.  A  quartet  from  the  Apollo 
Club  furnished  the  vocal  music.  Abbot  Bassett,  in 
honor  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  service 
as  Secretary  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  was  made  the  guest  of 
honor  on  this  occasion.  The  board  was  cleared  for 
action  and  the  intellectual  engagement  began  with 
a  speech  by  President  John  B.  Kelley,  who,  after  a 
few  introductory  remarks'  complimentary  to  the 
guest,  called  upon  Charles  J.  Obermayer  of  Brook- 
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l\n,  for  remarks.  Mr.  Obermayer  put  the  guest  of 
honor  to  not  a  Httle  embarrassment  by  making  him 
the  target  for  much  that  was  reminiscent,  apprecia- 
tive and  comphmentary  and  wound  up  by  presenting 
a  silver  dish,  appropriately  inscribed  and  containing 
a  purse  of  gold  which  very  emphatically  testified  to 
the  good  will  and  generosity  of  the  donors.  The 
Secretary  found  it  hard  indeed  to  respond  as  he 
would  like  to  on  such  an  occasion,  although  these 
things  have  become  so  common  that  one  would 
think  he  would  rise  easily  to  the  situation;  but  un- 
preparedness  defeats  often  our  best  endeavor.  The 
Secretary  acknowledged  his  thanks  briefly  and 
offered  as  his  response  the  following  bit  of  verse: — 

OUR  HALL  OF  FAME. 

Another  dinner,  and  another  call, 
To  write  a  verse  to  please  you,  one  and  all; 
To  seek  the  summit  of  Pajnassus  height, 
And  on  the  Muses  make  a  draft  at  sight; 
\  draft  of  inspiration  for  my  rhyme,  ^ 

To  compensate  for  want  of  leisure  time. 

***** 

I  sought  the  Muses,  found  them  busy  all, 
Requested  me,  another  day  to  call. 
The  fact  is  they  were  helping  out  our  Quin, 
To  concoct  rhymes  to  make  you  felJows  grin; 
But  Hebe  came,  with  Nectar  quenched  my  thirst, 
Regretted  Quincy  reached  the  summit  first; 
She  told  me  Quin  had  acted  very  queer, 
Refused  her  Nectar,  said  he  wanted  Beer; 
Then  Hebe  said  she  told  him  quite  at  random, 
"De  gustibus  non  est  disputandum." 
Ill  fairs  the  man  who  thus  can  play  with  fate. 
Who  drinks  but  Beer,  can  ne'er  be  laureate. 
On  Hebe's  beautv  let  me  not  dilate. 
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With  Hebe  mine,— Quin,  take  the  other  eight! 

She  volunteered  a  hint  to  help  me  through, 

And  gave  the  details  of  just  what  to  do. 

"Your  rhyme,"  said  she,  "should  have  the  broadest  scope, 

I  recommend  you  make  a  draft  on  Pope." 

Thus  speaking,  Hebe  vanished  from  my  sight. 

And,  thanks  to  her,  I'm  on  my  feet  tonight, 

To  sing  the  past,  the  future  fill  with  hope, 

And  all  because  I  take  a  hint  from  Pope. 

I  don't  mean  Pope  who  made  the  spider  wheel. 

That  swiftly  gliding  silent  steed  of  steel; 

The  Pope  that  stood  not  with  our  classic  scholars, 

But  topped-i  us  all  in  piling  up  the  dollars. 

A  well-bred  man,  we  all  must  think  him  so, 

For  like  good  bread  he  took  a  lot  of  dough. 

The  pile  of  dough  he  was  not  loth  to  spend. 

His  purse  was  always  open  to  a  friend. 

Great  fortunes  never  come  in  these  hard  times. 

To  those  who  give  themselves  to  making  rhymes. 

Sweet  Hebe's  Pope  lived  many  years  ago, 

And  taught  us  all  our  inner  selves  to  know, — 

And  now  that  Hebe  kindly  puts  me  next. 

We'll  draw  on  Alexander  for  our  text. 


"Know  then  thyself,  presume  not  God  to  scan. 
The  proper  study  of  mankind,  is  man." 


'Tis  good  advice,  observe  it  if  you  will. 

And  yet.  T  think,  I  can  give  better  still. 

The  kind  of  man,  the  poet  failed  to  mention. — 

Should  all  mankind  have  every  one's  attention? 

A  better  plan.  I  think  we  all  may  find. 

Tf  we  shall  study  but  the  choicest  kind. 

The  choicest  kind  of  men  we  all  may  know. 

To  search  them  out  we  have  not  far  to  go. 

Good,  sterling  men  are  easy  to  be  found, 

If  you  would  know  them,  take  a  glance  around. 

The  proper  study  of  mankind  I  feel. 

Is  that  of  men  devoted  to  the  wheel. 
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The  men  who  in  the  open  often  ride 

And  see  earth's  beauties  spread  on  every  side, 

Who  ride  the  hills,  and  through  the  valleys  rove. 

Drink  in  the  wonders  of  the  shady  grove, 

Who  travel  paths  by  others  seldom  trod. 

And  **look  from  Nature,  up  to  Nature's  God." 

When  winter  clothes  the  beaten  roads  in  white, 

Their  active  genius  seeks  the  warm  delight 

That  clusters  closely  all  the  table  round. 

Where  gastronomic  pleasures  most  abound; 

Where  heart  to  heart  in  unison  is  beating, 

And  kindred  souls  in  harmony  are  meeting. 

Their  creed  is  broad  and  acts  upon  their  life, 

Discord  unknown  and  banished  every  strife, 

A  happy  company  where  tastes  agree, 

The  wheel  the  common  base  of  unity. 

If  e'er  conflicting  their  ideas  may  be, 

It  hard,  on  many  things,  to  quite  agree. 

Let  but  the  slogan  be  a  cycle  feast, 

And  instantly  inharmony  has  ceased. 

The  clink  of  glasses  with  their  converse  blends, 

And,  feuds  forgot,  all  harmonize  as  friends. 

'Twas  ever  thus,  the  cycle  leads  to  peace; 

Beneath  its  gentle  swaj'^  all  discords  cease. 

Call  up  the  past,  its  noble  record  scan, 

And  note  thereon  the  highest  type  of  man. 

As  one  builds  castles  to  his  mind  in  Spain, 

The  airy  figments  of  a  fertile  brain. 

So  we  tonight  in  fancy  may  project, 

The  Hall  of  Fame  v/e  one  day  may  erect. 

-And  if  it  be  but  yet  an  airy  wonder. 

Some  day,  perhaps,  we'll  put  foundations  under. 

For  many  men  there  are  that  we  can  name 

Deserving  niches  in  our  Hall  of  Fame. 

*  *  *  *  >it 

Charles  Edward  Pratt  was  with  us  from  the  first, 
'Tis  well  that  here  his  fame  should  be  rehearsed. 
He  was  our  leader, — pointed  out  the  way, 
That  gave  us  much  that  we  enjoy  today. 
The  League,  an  early  prodluct  of  his  hand, 
Was  organi;^ed  at  Newport  as  he  planned. 
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They  named  him  ''Father/'  and  with  one,  assent, 
They  honored  him  as  their  first  President. 
He  stood  god-father  to  the  Boston  Club, 
Arranged  the  first  great  Wheel  About  the  Hub, 
The  Bi-World  started  and  it  lives  today, 
Although  the  push-bike  it  has  pushed  away, 
And  stands  as  sponsor  for  that  new  machine, 
That  gets  its  push  by  using  gasoline. 
We  loved  him  well,  "but  still  the  wonder  grew, 
That  one  sm.all  head  could  carry  all  he  knew." 

Prince  of  good  fellows,  see  Ned  Hodges  stand, 

For  years  the  leader  of  this  cycling  band. 

A  merry  soul,  indeed  a  laughing  sprite. 

That  glorified  the  day  and  gladdened  night. 

We  liked  to  hear  the  music  of  his  laugh. 

For  joy  was  of  his  life  the  better  half. 

His  was  the  mind  that  guided  us  for  years. 

Inspired  our  hopes  and  conquered  all  our  fears. 

His  head  was  keen,  his  heart  of  purest  ore, 

His  hand  unsullied, — sterling  to  the  core. 

The  work  he  did  is  potent  with  us  yet, 

This  was  a  man  we  never  can  forget. 

"So  are  the  good  remembered  when  they're  past, 

y\nd  all  their  worth  is  valued  at  the  last." 

One  other  inmate  for  our  Hall  of  Fame, 

You  know  him  well,  he  bore  an  honored  name; 

His  life  was  balanced  by  an  humble  soul. 

And  wisely  spent  'neath  virtue's  grand  control. 

He  from  the  love  and  wish  of  doing  gooc]. 

Personified  a  grand  beatitude. 

Seeking  no  glory  in  a  public  way. 

Shedding  abroad  rare  blessings  every  day. 

A  grander  man  we've  surely  never  met, 

Our  hearts  are  full  of  love  for  Everett. 

Another  comrade  missed  by  us  tonight. 

Another  man  whose  soul  has  taken  flight. 

Who  knew  him  best  have  often  heard  him  say. 

"On  English  soil  I  saw  the  light  of  day; 

And  greatly  to  my  credit  is  my  birth, 

On  \yhat  to  nie's  the  dearest  spot  on  earth. 

It  might  have  been  I  had  been  Russian  born, 
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Italian  birth  would  rouse  exceeding  scorn. 

Temptations  many  I  have  had  to  ban, 

Despite  them  I  remain  an  Englishman." 

And  we  have  cause  indeed  to  bless  the  day 

When  'crost  the  water  Weston  made  his  way, 

To  lend  his  intellect  and  splendid  powers. 

To  cheer  and  benefit  this  land  of  ours. 

He  was  the  inspiration  of  our  club, 

The  genius  of  the  Wheel  About  the  Hub 

A  boon  companion,  trusty,  true  and  tried, 

A  man  most  worth}'-  of  our  grateful  pride. 

He  loved  to  ride  and  'twas  a  sorry  day. 

When,  strength  impaired,  he  put  the  wheel  away. 

And  if  'twere  mnie  his  epitaph  to  pen, 

I'd  write, — "He  dtearly  loved  his  fellow  men." 


These  are  the  four  that  I  would  gladly  name, 

For  niches  in  our  airy  Hall  of  Fame. 

Four  splendid  fellows,  sound  their  praises  loud, 

Of  them  indeed  this  club  is  justly  proud. 

More  we  could  name  whose  record  we  could  trace, 

And  find  them  worthy  of  a  foremost  place. 

Among  the  worthies  that  the  club  has  known, 

Right  glad  w^e  are  to  claim  them  for  our  own. 

Good  fellows  they,  whose  names  we  all  revere, 

We  give  to  each  of  love,  a  title  clear; 

But  our  Big  Four  were  leaders  in  their  day, 

Tn  Fame's  bright  temple  let  them  lead  the  way. 

And  'tis  for  us  to  follov/  in  their  lead. 

To  emulate  their  every  word  and  deed; 

So  shall  we  leave  behind  an  honored  name, 

And  win  a  niche  within  Our  Hall  of  Fame. 


Comrade  Hall  said  a  kind  word  for  the  verse  and 
moved  it  be  spread  upon  the  records  and  filed  at  the 
Public  Library. 

Quincy  Kilby,  unable  to  be  present  on  account  of 
siclcness,  sent  the  following:: — 
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ABBOT  BASSETT. 

By  a  man  who  has  known  him  forty-five  years,  and  who 
else  among"  you  can  say  that? 

There's  a  noticeably  gratifying  fact, 

In  connection  with  our  Secretary  Bassett; 

That  the  roster  of  his  friends 

Makes  a  list  which  never  ends, 
And  they  constitute  an  enviable  asset. 

May  his  pathway  underfoot  be  strewn  wnth  flowers. 
May  the  skies  forevermore  be  bright  above  him. 

Though  in  former  feeble  factions 

We  have  criticised  his  actions, 
Individually  and  collectively  we  love  him. 

BUT  ALSO 

I  remember  the  days  of  the  bicycle  craze, 
When  the  world  was  on  w^heels  every  summer, 

And  I  give  you  my  word  I  have  heard  it  averred, 
Abbot  Bassett  rode  races.     Oh.  mamma! 


^^^  U.   Lawson  of  New  York  sent  the  following 
verse:— 

Here's  the  health  of  Abbot  Bassett, 
Who  has  served  us  many  years  around  the  Hub. 

He  has  been  a  lamous  asset 

For  the  wheelmen  of  our  dear  old  B.  Bi.  Club. 

Then  again  to  dear  old  Bassett. 

We  for  him  a  warm  attachment  leally  feel. 
Our   afifection — sure  he   has   it. 

Of  those  who've  loyal  been  so  many  years  awheel. 

Once  more  to  our  own  Bassett, 
Thrice  we  toast  our  honored  guest  tonight. 

While  we  have  this  chance  don't  pass  it, 
Three  cheers  for  Abbot  Bassett,  ''for  he's  all  right." 
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Judge  J.  S.  Dean  made  a  telling  speech  and  so  did 
George  B.  Woodward  of  New  York.  Charlie  Reed 
sang  the  grand  bass  solo  of  "The  Friar  and  the  Lady 
Phayre'';  Arthur  Sherburne  Kendall  sang  several  of 
his  Kipling  arrangements;  "Tom"  Hall  sang  "Phila- 
delphia in  the  Morning"  and  Charles  Kendall,  a  son 
of  Capt.  W.  G.  Kendall,  danced  the  ''Highland 
Fling." 

The  Rathskellar  was  decorated  for  the  occasion 
by  many  old-time  pictures  and  by  a  group  of  wheels, 
including  the  Humber  bicycle  brought  across  the 
water  by  President  Kelley. 

Among  those  present  were:  John  B.  Kelley, 
Augustus  Nickerson,  Frederick  Whitney,  W.  W. 
Stall,  Charles  G.  Copeland,  Charles  C.  Ryder,  J. 
Rush  Green,  Frank  Wilde,  George  F.  Steele,  Capt. 
W.  G.  Kendall,  Chas.  Kendall,  Joseph  W.  Swan, 
Arthur  S.  Kendall,  George  B.  Young,  Arthur  W. 
Robinson,  Henry  W.  Robinson,  Edward  H.  Norris, 
Edward  H.  Lowrie,  Edward  F.  Kelley,  Chas.  W. 
Reed,  Judge  Josiah  S.  Dean,  William  H.  Edmands, 
Fred  D.  Irish,  J.  S.  Hathaway,  John  J.  Fecitt,  An- 
drew O.  McGarrett,  Thomas  P.  Hall,  Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Horton,  Abbot  Bassett,  all  of  Boston  and 
vicinity;  C.  J.  Obermayer,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  George 
B.  Woodward  and  Geo.  C.  Pennell  of  New  York; 
Willis  Farrington,  Lowell;  Arthur  P.  Benson,  Ded- 
ham;  Elmer  Whitney  and  son  Grenville,  of  Dover, 
N.  H.;  George  L.  Cooke,  Howard  L.  Perkins, 
Thomas  P.  Himes,  Providence,  R.  L,  and  Messrs. 
Hobbs,  Glendenning  and  Berry  of  the  quartet. 
There  were  six  guests  besides  and  in  the  list  were 
two  junior  members. 
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One  more  contribution  on  a  subject  which  has,  perhaps, 
l^een  overworked  of  late. 

THE  OLD  L.  A.  W. 

How  dear  to  my  heart  is  the  old  L.  A.  W. 
When  fond  recollections  present  them  to  view; 

Their  securing  of  laws  that  would  otherwise  trouble  you, 
To  a  right  to  the  road  when  the  wheelmen  were  few. 
^  The  wonderful  strides  that  were  made  by  the  order, 
As  the  "Bulletin"  rapidly  brought  them  to  fame. 

Through   the    efforts   of   men   such   as    Pope    and   friend 
Potter, 
And  e'en  Brother  Bassett,  who  edited  same. 

The  soul-stirring  Bassett,  the  hard-working  Bassett, 

The  old  faithful  Bassett  who  edited  same. 

That  officer  Bassett  I  hail  as  a  treasure, 
For  often  at  night  when  returned  from  my  jaunts, 

I  perused  with  a  source  of  exquisite  pleasure. 
What  the  "Bulletin"  said  of  our  favorite  haunts. 

To  ardently  seize  it  with  hands  that  were  glowing, 
And  quickly  peruse  what  it  said,  was  my  aim; 

It  was  filled  with  trite  sayings  of  truth  overflowing. 
From  the  old  faithful  Bassett  who  edited  same. 

The  soul-stirring  Bassett,  the  hard-working  Bassett. 

The  old  faithful  Bassett  who  edited  same. 

As  fresh  from  the  post  office  box  to  receive  it. 
When  the  "Bulletin"  sayings  were  right  in  their  prime, 

Not  the  finest  art  journal  could  tempt  me  to  leave  it, 
Though  filled  with  the  sayings  of  Solomon's  time. 

And  now  far  removed  from  that  loved  situation, 
A  tear  of  regret  always  comes  with  his  name. 

As  fancy  reverts  to  that  loved  desertation. 
And  sighs  for  the  times  when  he  edited  same. 

The  soul-stirring  Bassett,  the  hard-working  Bassett, 

The  old  faithful  Bassett  who  edited  same. 

W.  H.  Field. 

Green  Bay,  Wis. 


The  so-called  Century  Prize,  offered  by  Cycling,  a 
London  periodical,  goes  this  year  to  Mr.  Marcel 
Planes,    a   young   Frenchman   residing   in    London. 
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who  completed  no  less  than  332  centuries  and 
34,366  miles  during  191 1,  beating  the  professional 
Hale's  record  by  nearly  2,000  miles.  Planes  rode 
230  centuries  in  225  consecutive  days.  His  mount 
was  five  years  old,  and  during  the  year  he  replaced 
his  back  tire  four  times,  his  front  one  thrice,  and 
his  knickers  thrice.  He  had  also  to  renew  his  chain, 
handlebar,  bracket  spindle  and  the  front  wheel  balls. 


Gibbs — So  the  automobile  you  bought  arrived 
yesterday.  By  the  way,  wasn't  that  Dr.  Evans  I  saw 
in  it  with  you? 

Dibbs — Yes;  I  thought  I'd  be  on  the  safe  side  and 
have  a  doctor  alongf  in  case  I  needed  one. 


A  well  known  Bostonian  recently  found  in  his 
trunk  an  old  diary  with  this  entry:  "August  10, 
1887.  Went  to  the  railroad  station  to  see  my  sister 
ofif,  and  by  some  chance  Harry  Blank  was  there  to 
see  his  sister  off,  and  in  the  rush  and  noise  and  con- 
fusion we  got  mixed  and  I  hugged  bis  sister  and  he 
hugged  mine." 


An  English  youth  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
rode  from  London  to  John^o'-Groats  and  back  on 
an  old  crock  which  he  purchased  for  6s.  Only  once 
did  he  sleep  under  a  roof;  on  the  other  occasions  he 
rolled  himself  in  his  mackintosh  and  slumbered  un- 
der a  hedge  or  such  Hke  shelter.  He  had  no  luggage 
and  not  .even  a  ground  sheet,  and  his  food,  consisted 
of  bread,  jam  and  tea.  He  took  a  month  to.  do  the 
journey  of  1,600  miles. 
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The  old-time  wheelmen  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  held 
a  reunion  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  13th.  A  very  large 
company  was  present.  Messrs.  R.  A.  Kendall  and 
Nelson  H.  Gibbs  steered  the  wheels  of  arrangement 
and  George  L.  Cooke  cooked  the  toasts.  There 
were  speeches,  reminiscences,  small  talk  and  large 
talk  and  lots  of  good  cheer.  Among  those  present 
was  Mr.  R.  E.  Hamlin,  who  has  a  record  of  130,000 
miles  on  a  bicycle  since  1895. 


Sometimes  w^e  think  w^e  are  talking  to  the  minor- 
ity when  we  give  advice  about  early  spring  riding, 
but  then  a  lot  of  us  ride  in  our  minds. 


In  these  days  wdien  our  kindly  thoughts  are  given 
to  Charles  Dickens  let  us  regret  that  he  didn't  live 
in  the  days  of  the  wheel.  A  great  walker,  a  lover  of 
the  ''open,"  may  we  not  believe  he  would  have  been 
one  of  us?  And  then  w^hat  an  inspiration  for  a 
story!  What  a  lot  of  good  things  the  early  ones 
missed.  The  early  bird  may  have  his  worm.  He 
gets  little  else. 


The  14th  annual  reunion  of  the  New  Haven 
Bicycle  Club  Veteran  Association  was  held  Jan.  24th 
at  the  Cafe  Calahan.  There  w-as  a  large  attendance, 
including  Vice  President  W.  H.  Hale  of  the  L.  A. 
W.  and  Wm.  M.  Frisbie  of  New  York  City.  Tlie 
association  is  much  interested  in  the  fate  of  its  late 
member,  John  M.  Verhoefif,  who  went  with  Peary  to 
the  Arctic  regions,  and  whom,  it  is  claimed,  was  left 
to  perish  there  in  a  most  heartless  manner. 

Club  officials  recentlv  wrote  to  Commodore  Pearv 
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and  to  Dr.  F.  A.  Cook,  who  were  on  the  expedition 
with  which  Verhoeff  enHsted,  and  while  both  sent 
letters  of  reply,  which  were  read,  the  mystery  is  far 
from  cleared — at  least  to  the  minds  of  the  club 
members. 

Commodore  Peary  referred  the  club  members  to 
his  book,  "Northward  Over  the  Great  Ice,"  in  which 
he  says  that  Verhoeflf  was  lost  in  a  great  glacier. 
Efforts  to  locate  him  proved  futile  and  indeed  not 
even  the  slightest  clue — save  for  footsteps  leading 
to  dangerous  crevasses — was  ever  found. 

Dr.  Cook,  who  was  the  physician  on  the  expedi- 
tion, rather  gives  the  idea  that  he  could  throw  some 
further  light  on  the  case.     His  letter  in  part  says: 

"I  knew  VerhoefT  very  well.  In  my  book  just  off 
the  press,  'My  Attainment  of  the  Pole,'  I  have  tried 
to  uncover  some  of  the  injustice  done  to  my  old 
comrade.  The  story  is  a  long  one.  ...  I  will  be 
glad  to  tell  you  all  about  the  martyrdom  of  Verhoeff 
and  others  in  this  blind,  ruthless  quest  of  money — 
and  the  pole.  In  the  near  future,  when  I  get  to  New 
Haven,  I  will  be  glad  to  publicly  state  at  the  club 
what  I  know  about  this  unfortunate  affair." 

At  the  ninth  annual  banquet  of  the  New  Haven 
Business  Men's  Association  held  in  the  Tontine 
Hotel,  February  i6,  1903,  Commodore  Peary  was 
the  honored  guest.  Several  of  the  business  men 
present  who  were  members  of  the  old  Bicycle  Club, 
approached  Commodore  Peary  during  the  evening 
and  requested  him  to  give  them  details  of  Verhoeff's 
death.     Commodore  Peary  appeared  reticent  about 
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speaking  of  the  matter,  his  reply  being  meagre  and 
the  interview  ended  rather  unsatisfactorily. 

Cook  is  to  return  to  New  York  March  15  from 
a  southern  lecture  tour,  and  EL  F.  Russell,  of 
Bridgeport,  the  new  president  of  the  club,  is  making 
arrangements  to  see  Dr.  Cook  at  this  time,  and 
learn,  if  possible,  the  real  story  of  Verhoefif's  fate. 

The  association  has  purchased  a  burial  lot  in  the 
local  cemetery  and  is  raising  a  fund  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  its  departed  members.  The  fund  has 
reached  such  proportions  that  it  is  expected  that  the 
monument  will  be  erected  this  spring. 


TO   BE  REGRETTED. 

John  F.  Clarke  passed  away  Oct.  18,  191 1,  after 
an  illness  lasting  over  a  year.  One  who  knew  him 
well  says  of  him:  "He  died  as  he  had  lived,  bravely, 
cheerfully,  happily,  maintaining  ever  a  perpetual 
contentedness  notwithstanding  the  'slings  and  ar- 
rows of  outrageous  fortune'  meted  out  in  such  gen- 
erous and  unwarranted  proportions  to  him."  He 
lived  at  Great  Kills,  N.  Y.  We  called  him  "Father 
Clarke"  who  knew  him  well.  He  was  for  many 
years  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  New  York  Divi- 
sion and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  a  member  of 
the  Nylaw.  It  was  through  his  efforts  that  the 
Junior  Membership  of  the  L.  A.  W.  was  instituted, 
since  set  aside  by  the  repeal  of  the  age  limit.  He 
was  a  familiar  figure  in  the  cycling  world  and  one 
who  was  respected  and  loved.  He  joined  the  L.  A. 
W.  April  4,  1890.  and  held  number  432. 
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Walter  S.  Cox  of  Philadelphia  died  at  his  home  in 
December,  191 1.  He  joined  the  L.  A.  W.  June  7, 
1895,  and  held  number  796. 


Mrs.  Theodore  A.  Zimmerman  died  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  N.  J.,  on  Sunday,  Feb.  ir,  1912.  She  was 
80  years  of  age  and  two  sons  and  a  daughter  survive 
her,  besides  her  husband.  They  are  Arthur,  of 
Point  Pleasant,  one-time  bicycle  champion;  Howard 
of  Manasquan,  and  Mr§.  Joseph  McDermott. 

Major  Taylor,  the  former  bicycle  racer,  has  in- 
vented a  sectional  metal  spring  tire  which  he  says 
will  revolutionize  the  commercial  truck  tire  industry. 


The  N.   C.  U.  "Utility  Ride"  round  London  has 
been  provisionally  fixed  for  22-23  June. 


The  Veteran  Association  ©f  the  Century  Wheel- 
men held  its  13th  annual  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Ma- 
jestic, Philadelphia,  on  February  6th  last.  Among 
the  speakers  were  Wm.  F.  Wagner,  whose  topic 
was  "Fire-side  Chairs";  J.  Fred  Hartmann,  ''The 
New  Pushomobile";  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Moore,  'The  Way 
We  Do  it  To-day";  John  W.  Benson,  "All  Wool  and 
a  Yard  Wide";  Warren  Cawley,  "One  of  the  Infant 
Pets."  All  the  speeches  were  new  whines  from  old 
bottles,  metaphorically  speaking.  Everything  was 
decorous  except  the  "Century  Punch." 

Get  an  early  start  this  year.  Have  your  bicycle 
ready  for  the  first  thing  that  happens  along. 
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ANNUAL  ELECTION. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  no  case  is  there  more  than  one 
nomination  for  the  office  of  Representative,  it  seems  un- 
necessary to  go  to  the  expense  andl  trouble  of  an  election 
by  mail. 

In  pursuance  therefore  of  the  authority  invested  in  me, 
I  now  declare  the  several  members  who  have  been  nomi- 
nated, to  be  duly  elected,  and  I  am  anxious  that  as  many 
as  are  able  to  arrange  their  plans  to  that  end  will  attend 
the  National  Assembly  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Sep- 
tember I2th,  1912. 

Fraternally, 

Fred  Atwater, 

President. 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Feb.  23,  1912. 


William  H.  El^dmands 

Optician 


Room   31 

01  West  Street  -      -  Boston 

Elevator 
TelepKone  4387  "W  Oxford 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTUREKS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  5tageing, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

AUGUSTUS    NICKERSON 

Certified 
Public  Accountant 

Room  708  Exchange  Building 

53  State  Street  BOSTON,  MASS- 

Telephone  Main  3007 


*'The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance'' 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  one 
who  knows  their  vahie.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de- 
scription was  not  misapplied. 


REGULAR 


IMPROVKD 


Not  like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotter  pins  or  other  devices  needed.    Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.    Send 
us  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterday.    We  will  fit  a  Columbia 

Nut  to  it— FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    NUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn, 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 


LINCOLN 


Suspenders 


Garters 


Belts 


1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treasurer 


Bassett'SSCi-apBook: 

A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

-,/^^.*^^"®  *,^**  *f  ^^*^  ^\°^  ^°^®^  *«  ^'over  and  therefore  a  first-class 
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You  have  no  enemies,  you  sa}^? 

Alas,  my  friend,  the  boast  is  poor! 
He  who  has  mingled  in  the  fray 

Of  duty,  that  the  brave  endure, 
Must  have  made  foes.     If  you  have  none 
Small  is  the  work  you  have  done; 
You've  hit  no  traitor  on  the  hip, 
You've  dashed  no  cup  from  perjured  Up, 
You've  never  turned  the  wrong  to  rigHt. 
You've  been  a  coward  in  the  fight. 


THE  GET-OUT  MONTH. 

This  used  to  be  the  month  for  getting  out.     We 
used  to  oil  up,  rub  up,  get  up  and  ride. 


Way  back  in  1881  we  used  to  have  Fast  Day  runs 
in  April,  and  under  cover,  the  first  races  of  the 
season. 


The  mile  record  first  went  below  3  minutes  in 
April  of  1882  and  the  two-m.ile  figures  dropped  be- 
low 6  minutes. 
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Those   were   indeed   great    days,   but   then   about 
every  thing  we  did  was  great  for  we  were  young. 


Now  we  look  for  old  friends  at  the  Auto  shows. 
Old  age  likes  the  ease  and  luxury  of  power-driven 
wheels. 


Some  few  of  our  members  have  chased  warm 
weather  and  good  roads  down  into  Florida  and  we 
get  good  news  and  picture  postal  cards  that  make  us 
think  of  summer  in  the  north.  Happy  is  he  who  can 
keep  warm  by  keeping  company  with  Old  Sol  at  his 
best. 


The  birds  are  coming  back  and  nests  are  going 
up.  If  birds  were  as  lazy  as  some  men  they  would. 
occupy  the  same  nest  year  after  year. 


Lon  Peck  surprised  his  friends  by  showing  up  at 
the  Auto  exhibition  last  month.  Very  much  better 
and  looking  forward  to  warm  weather. 


Brothers  Obermayer  and  Belding  have  been  keep- 
ing warm  down  at  Palm  Beach. 


Dentist  (to  patient) — How  many  teeth  have  you? 

Patient  (a  bicyclist,  absent-mindedly) — Eight  in 
the  rear  and  nineteen  in  front. 

Hope  you  are  not  too  far  away  from  the  wheel  to 
see  the  point. 


The    British    cycle    exports    for    191 1    exceeded 
i2, 000,000  in  value. 
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THE  NOSE  HAS  IT. 

Between  Eyes  and  Nose  a  strange  contest  arose; 

The  spectacles  set  them  unhappily  wrong; 
The  point  in  dispute  was,  as  all  the  world'  knows, 

To  which  the  said  spectacles  ought  to  belong. 

So  Tongue  was  the  lawyer,  and  argued  the  cause. 
With  a  great  deal  of  skill,  and  a  wig  full  of  learning, 

While  chief  baron  Ear  sat  to  balance  the  laws, 
So  famed  for  his  talent  in  nicely  discerning. 

"In  behalf  of  the  Nose,"  it  will  quickly  appear, 
And  your  lordship,"  he  said,  "will  undoubtedly  find. 

That  the  Nose  has  had  spectacles  always  to  wear. 
Which  amounts  to  possession  time  out  of  mmd." 

Then  holding  the  spectacles  up  to  the  court — 

"Your  lordship  observes  they  are  m.ade  with  a  straddle 

As  wide  as  the  ridge  of  the  Nose  is!  in  short. 
Designed  to  sit  close  to  it,  just  like  a  saddle. 

Again,  would  your  worship  a  moment  suppose, 
('Tis  a  case  that  has  happened,  and  may  be  again), 

That  the  visage    or  countenance  had  not  a  Nose, 
Pray,  who  would,  or  who  could,  wear  spectacles  then? 

On  the  whole  it  appears,  and:  my  argument  shows. 
With  a  reasoning  the  court  will  never  condemn, 

That  the  spectacles  plainly  were  made  for  the  Nose, 
And  the  Nose  was  as  plainly  intended  for  them." 

Then,  shifting  his  side  (as  a  lawyer  knows  how), 

He  pleaded  again  in  behalf  of  the  Eyes: 
But  what  were  his  arguments  few  people  know. 

For  the  court  did  not  think  they  were  equally  wise. 

So  his  lordship  decreed,  with  a  grave,  solemn  tone, 
Decisive  and  clear,  without  one  "if"  or  "but" — 

That  whenever  the  Nose  put  his  spectacles  on. 
By  daylight,  or  candlelight— Eyes  should  be  shut. 

— Author  unknown. 
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The  old-time  cycle  editor  used  to  talk  about  rac- 
ing, the  amateur  role  and  the  mechanism  of  the 
wheel.  The  modern  c.  e.  has  to  talk  against  time. 
The  old  topics  are  gone  out.  We  have  to  talk  and 
say  nothing. 


To  "give  the  devil  his  due"  is  all  very  well,  but 
many  persons  give  him  much  more  than  that. 


The  new  side-car  does  not  improve  over  the  tri- 
cycle.   The  girl  used  to  do  her  share  of  the  work. 

William  Charles  Towen,  Life  member  No.  134  of 
the  L.  A.  W.,  died  last  month,  at  his  home  in  New 
York  City.  He  was  president  of  the  American  Es- 
tates Managing  Company  and  the  Eastern  Shipyard 
Company,  and  vice  commodore  of  the  National 
Yacht  Club.  He  had  been  ill  for  five  months.  He 
was  fifty-one  years  old.  Born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  he 
went  to  New  York  with  his  parents  when  he  w^as  a 
boy  and  finished  his  education  in  the  schools  there. 
He  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  from  1875  to 
1879,  o^  "t^^  Vermont  and  later  on  the  Tennessee, 
the  flagship  of  the  Asiatic  squadron.  Mr.  Towen 
spent  a  year  traveling  around  the  world  for  the 
United  States  Naval  service  in  1894.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  the  movement  for  good  roads  and  joined 
the  L.  A.  W.  in  July  of  1897.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
one  daughter. 


"The  car  rode  light  over  your  face,  you  say?    Do 
you  feel  any  effects  from  it?" 
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"Yes,  I've  had  a  taste  of  india  rubber  in  my  mouth 
ever  since!" — ^^London  Opinion. 


We  are  sweetest  when  we  are  mad.  So  said  Dr. 
W.  B.  Cannon,,  of  Harvard,  the  other  day.  This 
interesting  condition,  the  doctor  explained,  is  due 
to  a  greater  ■  demand  for  sugar  on  the  part  of  the 
muscles  concurrent  with  an  outburst  of  anger.  He 
said  he  had  experimented  with  animals,  but  that  the 
same  results  would  follow  in  a  human  being.  Any 
kind  of  emotion,  he  said,  would  produce  a  large 
amount  of  sugar  in  the  blood. 

"How  much  more  sugar,  then,  does  a  scared  cat 
contain  than  when  it  is  in  a  normal  condition?"  was 
a  question  asked  Dr.  Cannon,  but  it  received  no 
reply.  The  lecturer  did  say,  however,  by  w^ay  of  en- 
lightenment, that  "when  a  cat  throws  up  its  tail  and 
its  hair  stands  on  end,  it  is  angry.  That  is  the  time 
to  look  for  sugar!"  Isn't  it  quite  foreign  to  our 
experiences  that  our  best  girl  is  sweetest  when  her 
temper  is  ruffled? 


"Tell  me  about  Spain,  romantic  Spain." 
"Well,"  said  the  motorist,   "there  are  a  few  bad 
places  as  you  come  down  the  mountains,  but  in  the 
main    the    roads    are    pretty    good." — ^Washington 
Herald. 


The  St.  Louis  Cycling  Club,  composed  of  men 
who  ride  the  push  bicycle,  elected,  March  14,  the 
following  officers:  President,  William  M.  Butler; 
vice-president,    H.    G.    Wolzendorf;    secretary    (re- 
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elected),  O.  F.  Hassemer;  treasurer,  Fred.  Hunicke; 
captain,  Carl  Lindenschmidt. 


Remote  checks  we  have  to  pay  a  collection  fee  of 
ten  cents  on.  A  few  of  these  we  redeem  by  mailing 
them  to  the  bank  on  which  they  are  drawn  and  re- 
questing payment  in  one  cent  postage  stamps.  This 
means  our  risk  in  two  mailings.  We  prefer  Postal 
Money  orders  which  are  safe,  and  if  lost  in  the 
mails,  easily  made  good  by  a  duplicate. 


'Twas  ever  thus!  Those  who  now  control  motor- 
cycle racing  are  living  over  again  the  experiences 
which  wheelmen  have  had  in  the  past.  The  Bicy- 
cling World  has  this  to  say  about  the  unsavory  side 
of  motor-cycle  racing: 

"It  is  no  wonder  that  professional  motor-cyclists 
bear  such  an  unsavory  reputation  as  a  class,  when 
some  of  them  are  detected  in  such  barefaced  cheat- 
ing as  'ringing  in'  for  double  expense  money,  from 
both  promoters  and  factories.  A  prominent  manu- 
facturer, who  has  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  rac- 
ing in  the  past,  remarked  recently  that  he  is  pretty 
thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  crookedness  of  some 
professional  riders,  and  is  very  much  inclined  to 
retire  from  the  track,  until  a  fresh  and  cleaner  crop 
of  professionals  and  amateurs  are  developed.  Upon 
being  pressed  for  reasons,  he  stated  that  he  had 
learned  of  occasions  where  some  of  his  men  had  had 
their  expenses  advanced  by  promoters  and  then  had 
collected  again  from  the  factory  on  the  same 
account. 
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"It  is  sad  but  true  that  motor-cycle  racing  in  this 
country  today,  as  a  whole,  has  descended  to  a  dis- 
graceful state  of  chicanery  and  petty  crookedness 
and  lawlessness,  and  a  clean,  honest  rider  cannot 
long  remain  in  it  without  becoming  seriously 
warped  morally.  'Get  the  money,'  and  'win  any  old 
way,  but  win,'  seem  to  be  the  only  creeds  or  rules 
that  most  riders  know  or  profess. 

''Evasion  of  the  rules  is  a  popular  pastime,  and 
the  riders  who  are  successful  in  this  respect  take 
pride  in  boasting  of  it,  and  are  looked  upon  as 
'clever'  by  their  satellites." 


"I'm  pressed  for  money,"  said  the  pedal  on  the 
racing-man's  wheel. 


Penning  the  above  recalls  to  my  mind  an  experi- 
ence of  "sleeping  in"  after  "camping  out"  which  was 
mine  some  years  back.  With  all  the  novices'  en- 
thusiasm we  (my  wife  and  self)  were  with  difficulty 
persuaded  to  make  use  of  a  bedroom  when  calling 
upon  some  friends  in  Leeds.  In  the  middle  of  the 
night  I  put  my  hand  out  of  bed  expecting  to  feel 
the  ground,  and  encountered  space!  I  woke  my  wife 
up  with  the  remark,  "Maggie,  don't  move,  we've 
camped  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice!" — ^C.  T.  C.  Ga- 
zette. 


Speaking  of  newspapers,  Col.  Watterson  remarks 
in  a  Manhattan  Club  interview  that  the  tone  of  a 
journal,  like  the  character  of  a  gentleman,  is  easier 
to  feel  than  to  explain.     As  the  good  words  and 
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deeds  of  a  good  man  are  seldom  paraded  on  the  high 
road;  those  of  a  good  newspaper  are  more  palpable 
to  the  sense  than  to  the  eye,  he  says,  and  a  news^ 
paper  can  remain  robustly  alive  without  being  un- 
clean. The  colonel  characterizes  us  with  flattering 
accuracy. 


A  good  spring  bicycle  saddle  ought  to  be  just  as 
good  for  summer  and  autumn. 


The  Olympic  committee  of  the  National  Cycling 
Association  has  decided  upon  a  course  in  Xew 
Jersey,  with  the  finish  on  the  Newark  velodrome 
track,  for  the  final  eliminations  trial  on  Saturday, 
]May  25.  In  conjunction  with  the  affair  the  velo- 
drome will  conduct  a  regular  sprint  race  meet  and 
will  donate  the  entire  proceeds  to  the  committee's 
fund.  Something  like  $3,500  is  needed  to  send  the 
team  of  twelve  men  to  Stockholm,  Sweeden. 

The  race  will  be  at  the  full  distance  of  the  Olym- 
pic struggle,  200  miles.  All  except  25  miles  of  this 
will  be  on  the  roads,  the  wind-up  to  come  on  the 
velodrome  track.  A  suitable  approach  will  be  built 
to  the  velodrome  from  the  road,  the  entrance  being 
by  subway,  and  then  another  runway  from  the  arena 
to  the  track,  so  that  the  contestants  may  ride 
directly  from  the  road  to  the  track. 

Preliminary  tryouts  will  be  held  in  five  different 
cities — Xew  York,  Boston,  St.  Louis,  Chicago  and 
Buffalo — and  the  dates  for  these  meets  have  been 
set  for  Saturday.  They  will  be  held  on  May  5.  with 
Saturday.  ^lav  12.  as  a  rain  date.     Tune  i  also  was 
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selected  as  the  rain  date  for  the  Newark  run,  should 
a  postponement  be  necessary.  All  those  who  qualify 
in  the  various  sections  must  have  their  names  in  to 
the  committee  for  the  final  race  by  May  20. 


The  Inspector  (collecting  details  from  the  man  in 
charge  of  one  end  of  the  "measured  mile") — An' 
was  'is  motor  goin'  very  fast? 

The  Subordinate— Fast,  sir?  Why,  it  was  goin' 
so  fast  that  the  bulldog  on  the  seat  beside  'im  looked 
like  a  dachshund. — Sketch. 


WAY  BACK  RULES  AND  RACING. 

We  have  b^en  asked  by  one  of  our  veterans  for 
information  concerning  the  first  Racing  Board,  the 
first  Racing  Rules  and  the  first  Races  of  the 
L.  A.  W. 

The  L.  A.  W.  was  organized  at  Newport,  May  31, 
1880.  A  brief  Constitution  was  adopted,  in  which 
the  objects  of  the  League  were  stated.  Racing,  its 
promotion  and  regulation,  was  not  one  of  the  ob- 
jects set  down.  No  mention  was  made  of  cycle 
competition  on  the  track.  It  was  left  for  the  Board 
of  officers  to  adopt  By-Laws  at  a  later ^  date,  Sept. 
18,  1880.  First  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Officers  at  New  York.  By-Laws  adopted.  A  good 
deal  of  discussion  on  the  amateur  question  but  no 
move  towards  the  control  of  racing. 

Oct.  6,  1881,  New  York,  Falf  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Officers.  A  committee  on  Racing  Rules 
appointed.  L.  H.  Johnson.  Orange.  N,  J. ;  Clvmer 
Wlivte,  Baltimore:  Alfred  Elv  of  Cleveland. 
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Mar.  2^,  1882,  New  York,  Spring  meeting  Board 
of  Officers.  Committee  on  Racing  Rules  reported 
unable  to  get  together  to  formulate  rules  and  rec- 
ommended a  Racing  Committee  be  appointed.  A 
Racing  Committee  of  3  appointed,  each  with  power 
to  appoint  an  associate.  Clymer  Whyte,  Baltimore; 
L.  H.  Johnson,  Orange,  N.  J.;  Edward  C.  Hodges, 
Boston. 

May  30,  1882.  Annual  Meet  at  Chicago.  New 
By-Laws  adopted.  They  provided  a  Racing  Board 
of  six  members,  and  Championship  races  yearly. 

Racing  Rules  printed  in  the  official  organ  (Bicy- 
cling World),  June  30,  1882.  Signed  by  E.  C. 
Hodges,  Boston;  A.  A.  Hathaway,  Milwaukee; 
Clymer  Whyte,   Baltimore,  Racing  Committee. 

Jan.  19,  1883.  President  Wm.  H.  Miller  com- 
pletes the  first  Racing  Board  of  the  L.  A.  W.  S.  A. 
Marsden,  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Fred  Jenkins,  New 
York;  George  D.  Gideon,  Philadelpliia ;  George  H. 
Strong,  San  Francisco;  Abbot  Bassett,  Boston;  F. 
E.  Yates,  Chicago. 

Josiah  S.  Dean  of  Boston  and  Burley  B.  Ayers 
of  Chicago  were  asked  to  serve  but  declined.  S.  A. 
Marsden's  death  occurred  very  soon  after  his  ap- 
pointment and  Fred  Jenkins  succeeded  to  the  Chair- 
manship. 

The  first  race  meeting  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  L.  A.  W.  was  held^at  New  York,  Oct.  6,  1881, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Fall  Meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Officers.  This  was  before  there  were  Rules  or  a 
Racing  Board.     As  there  were  participants  in  this 
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Meet  who  are  better  known  in  the  official  circles  of 
the  League  than  on  the  race  track  it  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  some  of  our  readers  if  we  show  them  up. 

Two  Mile  Open  Championship.  Won  by  Wm. 
Smith  of  Bristol,  England.  Time  6.35  3/4.  L.  H. 
Johnson,  second,  in  6.36  1/4.  Think  of  it.  Our 
champion  beaten  by  an  Englishman  in  an  American 
championship!  We  never  heard  of  Smith  after- 
wards. 

One  mile  handicap.  Fred  Jenkins,  100  yards, 
3.31  1/4;  Kirk  Munroe,  second,  time  not  taken. 
Scratch  man  withdrew.     Probably  frightened. 

Five-mile,  scratch.  W.  M.  W^oodside,  19.30  1/4; 
G.  E.  Alden,  19.31;  Josiah  S.  Dean,  19.32  1/2. 
Woodside  became  a  professional  later. 

Three-quarter  mile,  ride  and  run — Fred  Jenkins, 
3.52  1/2;  Kirk  Munroe,  second. 

One-mile  championship,  L.  A.  W. — Lewis  T. 
Frye,'3.i2  1/2;  W.  M.  Woodside,  3.18  1/4;  L.  H. 
Johnson,  third. 

Tricycle  Race,  twice  around  the  track.  G.  H. 
Fowler,  New  Haven,  5.50  1/2;  Kingman  N.  Put- 
nam, 5.51. 

The  track  was  irregular.  It  required  fourteen  and 
one-half  laps  to  make  five  miles  and  in  no  single 
case  did  the  scratch  and  the  finish  coincide. 

Geo.  M.  Plendee  won  the  mile  championship  from 
Frye,  the  next  year,  at  Boston,  Oct.  20,  1882.  Frye 
was  a  close  second.  This  was  Hendee's  first  appear- 
ance as  a  racing  man. 
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Harper's  Weekly — Special  Offer.  We  will  send 
Harper's  Weekly  from  the  time  we  receive  the  order 
until  after  the  November  election,  for  Two  Dollars. 
This  is  half  the  yearly  rate  and  beginning  April  first 
there  will  be  thirty-four  numbers.  The.  paper  will 
picture  the  news  of  the  day  and  treat,  editorially,  the 
questions  of  the  campaign.  Send  orders  through 
the  Secretary-Treasurer,  L.  A.  W. 


Ladies'  Home  Journal,  Special  Offer.  On  ]\Iay 
I  St  the  subscription  price  will  be  increased  to  Two 
Dollars  a  year.  Between  now  and  May  ist  the 
magazine  will  be  supplied  by  us  at  the  old  rate.  We 
can  extend  a  subscription,  at  the  old  rate,  from  the 
time  of  expiration,  for  those  who  are  already  sub- 
scribers, but  for  no  more  than  one  year.  Send 
orders  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  L.  A.  W. 


Bicycle  riding  in  this  country  is  said  to  be  having 
a  slight  revival,  but  in  some  parts  of  Europe  it  en- 
joys a  great  vogue.  In  fact,  an  American  traveHng 
in  Holland  and  Switzerland  and  some  parts  of  Ger- 
many finds  that  the  sight  of  a  bicyclist  is  about  the 
most  novel  thing  that  he  runs  across  on  his  trip. 
In  Italy  the  priests  are  beginning  to  use  the  bicycle, 
much  to  the  scandal  of  their  superiors.  Just  why 
any  theological  heresy  should  be  accompanied  by 
bicycle  riding  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  the  Rome 
correspondent  of  the  London  Tablet,  a  very  careful 
wn-iter,  speaks  about  the  trouble  in  the  Province  of 
Parma.  He  says:  "Bicycle  riding  is  forbidden  to 
the  clerg\'  in  Italy  because  it  still  excites  'admira- 
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tion'  among  the  people,  and  because  Italian  priests 
are  obliged  to  wear  the  cassock  always,  and  cassock 
and  bicycle  can  never  be  made  to  harmonize  sweetly. 
For  these,  and  doubtless  other  reasons,  Mgr.  Con- 
forti,  archbishop  of  Parma,  last  August  issued  a 
decree  forbidding,  under  severe  canonical  penalties, 
the  growing  habit  of  bicycle  riding  among  his  priests. 
Many  of  these,  however,  entertained  modernistic 
ideas  about  episcopal  authority  and  not  only  dis- 
obeyed the  decree  but  violated  the  rules  on  clerical 
dress  by  doffing  the  cassock  whenever  they  went  for 
a  ride.  But  the  matter  did  not  end  there.  When 
the  decree  was  issued  one-third  of  the  clergy  were 
in  retreat,  and  many  of  these  held  a  meeting  in 
which  they  determined  to  organize  a  general  gath- 
ering of  the  clergy  favorable  to  the  wheel  on  the 
day  the  retreat  ended.  The  gathering  was  duly  held, 
and  a  resolution  was  passed  declaring  that  the  bicy- 
cle would  be  used  as  heretofore  in  spite  of  ecclesi- 
astical decrees.  One  of  the  more  excitable  of  the 
young  priests  was  suspended  for  some  days  in  con- 
sequence, then  other  meetings  were  held,  and  more 
suspensions  have  since  followed,  but  the  archbish- 
op's decree  continues  to  be  frequently  violated." 
Doesn't  that  sound  rather  odd  to  American  priests? 


"The  high  cost  of  living  has  been  unjustly  laid  at 
the  door  of  the  automobile,"  said  Charles  R.  Culver 
of  the  old  Springfield  Club.  "The  fact  is  that  every 
pleasure  car,  truck  or  tractor  sold  to  take  the  place 
of  horses  does  its  share  toward  reducing  the  price 
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of  foodstuffs.  The  real  essential,  after  all.  It  takes 
seven  times  as  many  pounds  of  food  for  a  horse  as 
it  does  for  a  man;  therefore,  an  automobile  truck 
that  displaces  six  horses  gives  to  the  country  food 
for  42  men.  There  are  24,000,000  horses  in  the 
United  States;  with  these  horses  displaced  by  motor 
vehicles,  there  would  be  available  enough  land  to 
produce  food  for  168,000,000  people.  Does  this 
look  as  though  the  auto  is  altogether  responsible 
for  the  high  cost  of  food?" 


SPARKS  THROWN  OUT  FROM  THE  CLUB 
FIRE. 

Is  a  blow  from  a  kicking  cow  a  real  milk  punch? 

Everybody  has  to  hustle;  even  the  egg  is  com- 
pelled to  scramble,  oftentimes. 

Those  who  rise  early  in  the  morning  are  the  more 
likely  to  rise  above  their  troubles. 

Men  are  Hke  hens,  the  harder  they  have  to  scratch 
for  a  living  the  more  useful  they  become. 

What  a  cynic  that  Mrs.  Black  is.  She  declares 
that  an  ideal  husband  is  a  dead  one. 

Mercy!  you  mustn't  sing  through  your  veil;  don't 
you  know  that  it  strains  the  voice? 

It's  a  shame  the  way  they  crowd  these  cars.  The 
passengers  should  rise  up  and  insist  on  getting  a 
chance  to  sit  down. 

You  may  send  me  up  the  complete  works  of 
Shakespeare,  Goethe  and  Emerson — also  something 
to  read. 

I'd  like  to  dance  and  I  should  dance,  only  the 
music  puts  me  out  and  the  girl  gets  in  my  way. 
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NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Charles   J.    Obermayer,    Esq.,   498    Fifth   Ave.,    Brooklyn. 
N.  Y. 

George  L.  Cooke,  Esq.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Augustus  Nickerson,  53  State  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  hereby  notified  that,  acting  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  I  have  appointed  you  as 
a  Committee  to  make  nominations  for  national  officers  to 
be  voted  for  at  the  next  Annual  Election,  and  will  ask  the 
first  named  gentleman  to  act  as  Chairman  and  to  communi- 
cate with  the  others  as  to  matters  of  procedure. 
Yours  fraternally, 

Fred  Atwater, 

President. 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  March  12,  1912. 


William  H.  E^dmands 

Optician 
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31  West  Street  -      -  Boston 

E^levator 
TelepKone  4387  "W^  Oxford 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  Gr.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Augustus     NicKersori 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel   B.    Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R.oom  708,  f^xcHang'e  Btxilding 

53  state  Street,    -    Boston,  Mass. 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


Bassett'SSCfapBooK 

A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  aavthins  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates:— gl.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  §1.00  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -""owu 

Vol.  lo.     No.  3  MAY  1912  5  Cents 


MAY  AND  ITS  FLOWERS. 

This  is  our  birthday  month.    Remember  the  31st, 
32  years. 


John  Jacob  Astor  used  to  be  one  of  us.  He 
opened  his  beautiful  grounds  to  all  wheelmen.  They 
abused  the  privilege,  but  that  was  not  his  fault.  He 
contributed  liberally  to  our  Good  Roads  fund. 


The  man  who  is  always  expecting  to  win  in  the 
long  run  generally  gets  out  of  breath  before  he 
does  it. 


Thomas  H.  Hall  of  the  Boston  and  the  Rovers 
Club  is  being  congratulated  on  becoming  a  grand- 
father.   The  list  of  grandfathers  is  growing  very  fast. 


Robert  D.  Mead,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  L.  A.  W.,  num. 
ber  84,  reports  a  mileage  of  91,000  miles.  Going 
some. 


'Good  Roads  Earle,"  that's  what  he  is  called  in 
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his  shirt  sleeves;  but  in  his  dress  suit  he  is  Senator 
Earle.  He  still  issues  the  Good  Roads  Bulletin,  and 
we  take  from  it  some  advice  to  those  who  vote. 

Vote! 

As  the  horse  would  if  he  could. 

He  has  to  draw  the  loads  over  or  through  bad 
roads,  and  will  have  to  draw  the  loads  to  improve 
the  roads. 

Vote! 

As  the  children  would  if  they  could. 

They  have  wallowed  through  mud  and  dust  ankle 
deep  to  and  from  school. 

Vote! 

The  way  the  women  would  if  they  could. 

They  have  been  kept  at  home  by  mud  and  the 
horses  standing  in  the  barn;  and  when  the  roads 
were  good  the  horses  were  too  busy. 

One  of  our  members  wants  to  find  a  Climax  sad- 
dle.   Can  any  one  help  him  out?    Notify  us. 


An  old  glove  is  recommended  as  a  "handy"  recep- 
tacle for  bicycle  tools,  the  spanner,  wrench,  tire- 
remover,  etc.,  fitting  into  the  fingers.  Folded  and 
secured  with  an  india-rubber  band,  the  chance  of 
rattle  in  the  toolbag  is  very  remote. 


Holding  their  33d  annual  banquet,  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  history  of  the  organization,  the  De- 
troit Wheelmen,  to  the  number  of  150,  recently  gatli- 
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ered  'round  the  festive  board  and  fittingly  celebrated 
the  occasion  by  enjoying  to  the  utmost  the  good 
things  provided,  both  appetizing  and  intellectual. 

The  tables  were  placed  in  the  billiard  room,  around 
the  long  line  of  green-topped  tables,  which  were  set 
with  flowers  and  potted  plants.  It  was  a  picturesque 
combination  of  the  green  of  the  felt  and  the  soft 
colors  of  the  flowers.  The  speakers  were  Horatio  S. 
Earle,  Edward  Hines,  A.  H.  Griffith,  A.  S.  Burkart, 
Charles  E.  Steger,  W.  J.  Dawson  and  William  H. 
Steger,  president  of  the  society.  About  each  of  the 
speakers  a  humorous  account  appeared  in  the  clever 
menu  card. 


"The  trouble  is,"  said  Wilkins  as  he  talked  the 
matter  over  with  his  counsel,  "that  in  the  excitement 
of  the  moment  I  admitted  that  I  had  been  going  too 
fast,  and  wasn't  paying  any  attention  to  the  road 
just  before  the  collision.  I'm  afraid  that  admission 
is  going  to  prove  costly." 

"Don't  worry  about  that,"  said  his  lawyer.  'T'll 
bring  seven  witnesses  to  testify  that  they  wouldn't 
believe  you  under  oath." — Harper^s  Weekly. 


To  make  one's  self  interesting  a  subject  about 
which  one  knows  nothing  should  be  taken.  For  in- 
stance:— 

Any  question  concerning  the  nature  of  a  cocktail 
is  of  interest  to  thousands,  who  would  apply  to  the 
drink  the  line  of  Marlowe:  "Infinite  riches  in  a  little 
room";  yet  the  inquiry  into  the  purity  of  a  "Mar- 
aschino cherry"  is   of  little  importance  to  one  that 
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has  risen  above  cherries  and  prefers  his  cocktail 
without  truit,  as  he  shuns  those  that  taste  as  hair 
oil  smells.  '"'Marasca,  a  small  wild  cherry;  Mar- 
aschino, a  liqueur  made  from  this  cherry."  The 
liqueur  is  delightful  at  the  right  time,  although  much 
of  the  pleasure  in  sipping  is  in  the  sight  of  the 
peculiar  bottle;  but  a  ''Maraschino  cherry"  is  not  by 
any  means  a  necessary  ingredient  of  a  cocktail.  It 
would  be  more  profitable  for  the  pure  food  experts 
to  inquire  into  the  number  of  cocktails  that  should 
be  taken  before  dinner;  whether  one  is  enough  for  a 
grown  man;  whether  the  appetite  whetted  by  three 
is  as  fictitious  as  it  is  wolfish.  The  experts  should 
publish  a  pamphlet  "On  the  Use  and  the  Abuse  of 
Bitters." 


The  Rovers  Cycle  Club  of  Charlestown,  Mass., 
which,  now  that  the  New  York  Bi  Club  has  gone 
out,  has  become  Number  one  League  Club,  held  its 
annual  banquet  at  the  Boston  Athletic  Club  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  April  27th.  Among  the  guests  were 
Quincy  Kilby,  Vice  President  of  the  L.  A.  W. ;  John 
B.  Kelly,  President  of  the  Boston  Bi  Club,  and 
Walter  G.  Kendall  its  Captain  and  Abbot  Bassett, 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  L.  A.  W.  The  post 
prandials  were  very  much  enjoyed.  The  President 
presided  in  his  usual  satisfactory  manner  and  each 
of  the  guests  had  to  respond  to  a  toast.  Mr.  Kilby 
recited  a  rhyme  with  a  refrain  and  Mr.  Bassett  told 
of  a  remarkable  ride  home  from  the  last  dinner  of 
the  club  wherein  a  distance  of  eight  miles  was  cov- 
ered in  three  hours  and  a  half.     A  humorist  opened 
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a  budget  of  remarkably  clever  stories  in  Irish  and 
in  Scotch  dialect.  An  orchestra  of  three  pieces — a 
pianist,  the  piano  and  the  stool — gave  some  excel- 
lent music.  The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  Thomas  H.  Hall;  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Byron  G.  Morgan;  Captain,  Harry  E.  Carter;  Lieu- 
tenant, E.  G.  Wiswell.  It  was  voted  to  decorate  the 
graves  of  deceased  members  on  Decoration  Day. 
This  is  an  annual  custom. 


The  Newton  Bicycle  Club  held  its  30th  annual 
meeting  and  its  207th  dinner,  at  Dreyfus  hostelry, 
Boston,  on  Saturday  evening,  April  6th.  It  was  a 
very  jolly  occasion.  Under  the  rules  of  the  Club  at 
the  annual  dinner  every  member  must  make  a 
speech,  sing  a  song,  read  a  poem  or  tell  a  story. 
The  program  was  carried  out  to  the  letter.  The 
speeches  were  eloquent,  the  poetry  was  witty,  the 
songs  were  delightful  and  the  stories  were  thrilling. 
The  following  officers  were  elected:  President, 
Herbert  A.  Fuller;  Vice  President,  Frank  A.  Hoyt; 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Abbot  Bassett;  Captain,  Ar- 
thur P.  Benson. 


A  vaudeville  smoker,  supplemented  by  things  to 
eat  was  given  by  the  Veteran  Wheelmen's  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia,  on  the  evening  of  April  12th,  at 
the  club  house  of  the  Century  Motor  Club,  formerly 
the  Century  Wheelmen.  The  membership  of  the 
Association  is  125  and  they  get  together  once  a  year 
in  remembrance  of  the  old  days  and  for  a  good 
sociable  time. 
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DER  OAK  UND  DER  VINE. 

I  don't  vas  preaching  voman's  righdts, 

Or  anyding  like  dot, 
Und  I  likes  to  see  all  beoples 

Shust  gondented  mit  dheir  lot: 
Budt  I  vants  to  gondradict  dot  shap 

Dot  made  dis  leedle  shoke; 
"A  voman  vas  der  glinging  vine, 

Und  man,  der  shturdy  oak." 

Berhaps,  somedimes,  dot  may  be  drue: 

Budt,  den  dimes  oudt  off  nine, 
I  find  me  oudt  dot  man  himself 

Vas  peen  der  glingmg  vine; 
Und  ven  hees  friendts  dhey  all  was  gone, 

Und  he  was  shust  "tead  proke," 
Dot's  vhen  der  voman  shteps  righdt  in, 

Und  peen  der  shturdy  oak. 

Shust  go  oup  to  de  pasebai!  grounds 

Und  see  dhose  "shturdy  oaks" 
All  planted  roundt  ubon  der  seats — 

Shust  hear  dheir  laughs  und  shokes! 
Dhen  see  dhose  vomens  at  der  tubs, 

Mit  glothes  oudt  on  der  lines; 
Vhich  vas  der  shturdy  oaks,  mine  frendts, 

Und  vhich  der  glinging  vines? 

Vhen  sickness  in  der  houseoldt  comes, 

Und  veeks  und  vceks  he  shtays. 
Who  vas  id  fighdts  him  mitoudt  resdt, 

Dhose  veary  nighdts  und  days? 
Who  beace  und  gomfort  alvays  prings,, 

Und  cools  dot  fefered  prow? 
More  like  id  vas  der  tender  vine 

Dot  oak  he  glings  to,  now. 

"Man  vants  but  leedle  her  pelow." 

Der  boet  von  time  said: 
Dhere's  leedle  dot  man  he  don'd  vant, 

I  dmk  id  means,  instead; 
Und  vhen  der  years  keep  rolling  on. 
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Dheir  cares  und  droubles   pringing. 
He  vants  to  pe  der  shturdy  oak, 
Und,  also,  do  der  glinging. 

Maype,  vhen  oaks   dhey  gling  some  more 

Und  don'd  so  shturdy  peen, 
Der  glinging  vines  dhey  haf  some  shance 

To   helb  run  life's  masheen. 
In  belt  und  sickness,  shoy  und  pain. 

In  calm  or  shtormy  veddher, 
'T  was  beddher  dot  dhose   oaks  und  vines 

Should  alvays  gling  togeddher. 

— Chas.   Follen  i\dams. 


GIDEON  WAS  THERE,  AND  KNOWS. 

George  D.  Gideon,  of  Philadelphia,  writes: — 
"In  the  'Scrap  Book'  I  notice  in  your  account  of 
the  first  Race  Meet  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  October  6,  1881,  you  speak  of  WilHam 
Smith  as  winner  of  the  two-mile  championship  and 
that  you  never  heard  of  him  afterwards.  I  did!  He 
was  in  the  New  York  fifty-mile  in  December,  1881, 
with  C.  D.  Vesey,  and  the  precious  pair  of  English- 
men put  up  as  hard  a  team  race  as  any  green  racing 
inan  (as  I  was  at  that  time)  need  care  to  have  been 
mixed  up  with.  They  had  me  'all  in'  at  the  end  of 
thirty  miles,  but  used  themselves  up  in  doing  it; 
then  in  the  spring  of  '82  he  came  over  here  to  the 
Belmont  Track  and  made  an  attempt  to  capture  the 
one-mile  and  the  five-mile,  but  by  that  time  I  had 
learned  my  lesson,  and  used  a  little  head  work  my- 
self." 

Gideon  refers  to  the  race  promoted  by  Jack  Keen, 
the  professional  champion  of  England  who  came 
over   in    1881   to   capture   American    championships 
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and  to  try  a  race  with  John  S.  Prince,  who  had  come 
over  from  England  earlier  and  announced  himself  as 
the  American  champion.  Keen  brought  with  him^ 
Cuthbert  D.  Vesey,  of  the  Surrey  Bicycle  Club  and 
with  him  he  proposed  to  win  the  amateur  champion- 
ships. Keen  announced  a  50-mile  amateur  cham- 
pionship to  be  run  at  the  American  Institute  Build- 
ing, New  York  City,  Dec.  19,  1881.  Gideon  won  the 
race  in  3  h.  13  min.  8  1/2  sec.  Gideon  rode  a 
splendid  race  and  won  a  notable  victory.  The  party 
next  came  to  Boston  where  the  great  championship 
race  between  Keen  and  Prince  was  to  be  held,  and. 
where  Vesey  was  to  meet  Lewis  T.  Frye,  our  ama- 
teur champion.  We  remember  very  well  a  letter  we 
received  from  Gideon  just  before  the  race:  "Tell 
Frye  not  to  be  afraid  of  Vesey,  he  can  beat  him 
hands  down."  We-told  Frye  and  it  put  a  lot  of  heart 
in  him.  Frye  won  the  ten-mile  race  in  35  min.. 
44  1/2  sec.  Vesey  finished  in  36.10.  Keen  beat 
Prince  in  the  ten-mile  championship  in  33  m.  3  sec.  r 
Prince,  33  min.  5  sec.  Neither  one  of  the  defeated 
parties  was  satisfied  and  it  was  arranged  that  an- 
other meeting  should  take  place,  the  defeated  ones 
being  the  challenging  parties;  but  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  the  races  were  to  occur  both 
Keen  and  Vesey  took  a  steamer  for  Europe.  Vesey 
appeared  later  at  the  Springfield  and  Hartford 
tournaments  as  a  tricycle  rider,  but  our  riders  were 
too  swift  for  him. 


Philip  Hale  has  been  talking  about  certain  sayings 
often  used  in  cycling  circles: — 
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This  wishing  of  health  when  there  is  a  dehberate 
undermining  of  health  is  no  doubt  a  survival  of  old 
customs,  as  when  wine  was  poured  on  the  ground 
or  floor  to  propitiate  a  deity.  There  are  many 
forms,  from  the  stately,  "Sir,  a  glass  of  wine  with 
you"  to  "Here's  another  nail  in  your  cofftn."  Some 
time  ago  a  man  died  and  newspapers  mourned  him 
as  the  originator  of  the  phrase  "Happy  days!"  He 
probably  did  not  deserve  the  honor.  We  have  a 
fondness  for  the  odd  "I  looks  toward  you,"  and  the 
courteous  answer,  "And  I  likewise  bows."  When. 
Rawdon  Crawley  was  detained  in  Mr.  Moss's  spmig-. 
ing  house  we  are  told  that  "asked  whether  he  would, 
'stand'  a  bottle  of  champagne  for  the  company,  he^ 
consented,  and  the  ladies  drank  to  his  'ealth,  and  Mr._ 
Moss,  in  the  most  polite  manner,  'looked  towards 
him/  " 

We  have  always  given  our  own  Will  Pitman  credit 
for  the  "Happy  Days"  salutation,  but  he  is  able  to 
defend  his  title  without  our  assistance.  The  toast, 
"I  looks  towards  you  and  likewise  bows,"  was 
spoken  by  the  Putney  Pet  in  "Verdant  Green,"  when 
he  was  anxious  to  do  the  correct  thing  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  students  who  w^ere  loading  him  up  pre- 
paratory to  fighting  with  the  Gown  in  the  Town  and 
Gown  contests. 


Where  respiration  is  rhythmical  there  is  no  loss  of 
breath  in  walking  fast,  running  up  hill  or  going  up- 
stairs. The  method  of  preventing  breathlessness 
consists  in  maintaining  the  rhythm  and  the  speed  of 
respiration.     When   the   breathing  is   rhythmic   the 
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breathing  keeps  pace  with  the  step.  The  outbreath- 
ing  must  be  twice  the  length  of  the  inbreathing,  and 
not  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty  complete  breath 
circuits  must  be  made  per  minute. — Harper's 
Weekly. 


Chas.  W.  Reed,  the  artist  member  of  the  Boston 
Bi  Club,  is  going  abroad,  and  some  of  his  friends  are 
going  to  banquet  him  before  he  goes.  He  sails 
June  nth.  Reed  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  cycling 
artists.  He  rode  a  wheel  and  knew  how  to  picture 
it.  His  hand  has  not  lost  its  cunning  even  now  for 
though  he  has  turned  seventy  years  he  is  still  young 
in  spirit. 


George  Lang,  Jr.,  of  St.  Louis,  writes:  "There 
are  many  unfamiUar  faces  among  the  famiHar  ones 
on  the  Sunday  runs  of  the  St.  Louis  Cycling  Club 
this  spring.  Riding  for  recreation  and  pleasure  will 
again  hold  its  own  this  season  as  far  as  St.  Louis  is 
concerned.  We  are  convinced  that  cycling  is  as  fine 
a  sport  as  it  ever  was,  and  that  nothing  has  appeared 
to  supplant  it.  The  one  big  question  is,  How  is  this 
fact  going  to  be  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  young 
men  of  today  who  have  never  given  cycling  a 
thought?  Answer  that  question  and  we  will  have  a 
true  revival  of  cycling  for  pure  recreation  and 
pleasure." 

He  gives  us  a  hard  one.  The  non-cycler  doesn't 
appreciate  the  pleasure  and  the  exhilaration  of  rid- 
ing.    It  must  be   known  to  be   appreciated.     Once 
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get  a  man  on  to  the  wheel  and  it's  hard  to  get  him 
off.  But  how  get  him  on?  In  the  eighties  many 
men  came  to  the  bicycle  by  way  of  the  tricycle. 
There  was  no  great  trouble  to  learn  to  ride  the 
three-wheeler.  Tricycles  would  be  of  little  use  in  St. 
Louis  but  in  the  East  they  could  be  ridden.  An- 
other problem  confronts  us.  The  bicycle  today  is 
ridden  largely  for  utiHtarian  purposes.  Why  don't 
those  who  ride  to  school,  to  the  post-office  or  to  the 
factory,  once  in  a  while  ride  out  into  the  open  and 
see  the  country?  Wouldn't  you  think  they  would 
be  tempted?    Is  it  because  they  can't  smoke? 


The  New  York  pedestrian  took  his  time  in  cross- 
ing Broadway.  He  knew  his  rights  and  meant  to 
assert  them.  Just  the  day  before  a  learned  judge 
had  declared  from  the  bench  that  pedestrians  were 
not  required  by  law  to  avoid  vehicles  in  the  streets. 
The  pedestrian  had  read  this  decision  and  knew  the 
statutes  were  on  his  side.  He  advanced  smartly. 
The  next  moment  he  was  scraped  by  a  motorcycle, 
jostled  by  a  taxicab,  hit  by  a  runabout,  bumped  by 
a  touring  car  and  run  over  by  an  auto-truck.  He 
wrote  to  the  learned  judge  from  the  hospital,  detail- 
ing the  facts.  And  the  learned  judge  wrote  back: 
"You  acted  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  law." 


At  the  recent  special  session  of  the  Maine  Legis- 
lature, a  resolution  was  passed  almost  unanimously 
for  a  road  bond  amendment  to  the  state  constitution, 
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to  be  voted  on  by  the  people  at  a  special  election  in 
September.  The  plan  is  that  proposed  by  Lyman  H. 
Nelson  of  Portland,  a  prominent  member  of  the  A. 
A.  A.  Maine  Automobile  Association.  The  bond 
issue  is  along  entirely  new  lines  and  involves  the 
capitalization  of  the  annual  registration  and  other 
automobile  fees,  which  fees  are  to  be  used  to  pay 
the  interest  and  provide  a  sinking  fund  for  the  $2,- 
000,000  of  road  bonds.  In  this  way  the  money  may 
be  spent  in  improving  the  roads  at  once,  without  any 
increase  in  taxation.  The  farmers  favor  the  meas- 
ure because  it  is  an  improvement  for  which  they  do 
not  have  to  pay,  and  the  automobilists  favor  it 
because  it  assures  early  road  improvement,  and  the 
expenditure  of  automobile  funds  where  they  belong, 
on  the  highways. 


In  the  English  army  it  has  been  ordered  that  the 
rear  man  of  each  unit  must  carry  a  reflex  lens  at- 
tached to  the  back  of  his  belt.  Recent  encounters 
with  motorists  is  responsible  for  the  order. 


Wm.  B.  Eldred,  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of 
Wakefield,  Mass.,  has  recently  celebrated  his  86th 
birthday.  During  the  five  years  that  he  has  lived 
in  Wakefield,  Mr.  Eldred  has  covered  about  500 
miles  a  year,  with  a  record  of  1,470  miles  in  1902, 
when  he  was  76  years  old.  Mr.  Eldred's  riding  days 
began  as  far  back  as  1869,  when  he  rode  one  of  the 
old-time  velocipedes.  In  1889  he  mastered  the 
modern  two-wheeled  cycle  and  has  been  a  constant 
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rider  ever  since.  He  was  born  in  North  Kingston, 
R.  L,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  his 
native  State  and  in  Connecticut. 


"We  keep  our  automobile  in  the  mirage,"  said 
Mrs.  Blunderby. 

"That's  where  most  of  us  keep  our  automobiles," 
returned  her  caller  with  an  inward  smile. 


Knicker — Thought  Jones  bought  a  runabout? 
Bocker — Yes,  but  after  the  bills  came  in  he  called 
it  a  runup. — New  York  Sun. 


HOW  WE  BRAKE  UP  LANGUAGE. 

The  road  is  easy  if  love  is  the  vehicle. 

Wise  men  mail  their  love  letters  in  a  waste  basket. 

Is  the  manufacturer  of  a  hair  restorer  a  nature 
faker? 

Make  it  easier  for  your  fat  friends  by  calling  them 
portly. 

There's  room  at  the  top  because  somebody  is 
always  coming  down. 

When  poverty  comes  in  at  the  window  it  never 
stops  to  wipe  its  feet. 

Many  a  man  has  landed  in  the  poorhouse  in 
attempting,  to  get  rich  quick. 

Some  women  feel  the  need  of  an  excuse  for  being 
married  and  some  others  for  not  being. 

It  is  better  to  mend  your  ways  than  to  darn  your 
luck.  '  ^  • 
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It  is  not  flattering  to  find  that  a  man  who  does 
nothing  has  done  3-ou. 

The  trouble  with  the  airship  is  that  it  is  so  apt  to 
be  out  of  its  element. 


Yes,  her  husband  robbed  her  of  every  cent  she 
had — and  just  think,  she  only  married  him  because 
she  was  afraid  of  burglars! 

The  roadbed  as  perchance  you  know  is  where  the 
tired  wheels  all  go. 

Is  the  handsomest  woman  in  the  choir  the  belle 
of  the  bawl? 


William  H.  Bdmands 

Optician 
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For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing, 
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sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
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The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  can  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
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There  was  a  blooming  sparrow  flew  up  a  blooming  spout, 

There  came  a  blooming  thunderstorm,  and  washed  the 
sparrow  out. 

Then  ceased  the  blooming  thunder,  and  stopped  the  bloom- 
ing rain. 

The  bloody  blooming  sparrow  flew  up  the  spout  again. 


Our  candidates  for  the  League  offices  are  in  the 
field. 


No  rush  for  a  third  term  unless,  perhaps,  by  those 
at  the  tail  end  of  the  ticket. 


No   calling   names,   no   big  stick,   no   liars.     Just 
good  fellows  who  are  willing  to  serve. 


When  the  job  seeks  the  man  it  carries  honor  in 
its  grip. 


History  repeats  itself.  We  once  had  a  president 
more  than  six  feet  tall.  He  rode  a  62-inch  wheel. 
We  are  going  to  have  more  than  six  feet  in  the 
presidential  chair,  but  no  feet  on  the  pedals  of  a  62 

inch. 
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We  are  to  have  one  racing  man  in  office.  The 
only  one  that  ever  raced — much.  But  Hke  the  rest 
of  us  he  has  outgrown  the  speed  disease. 


Milo  Belding,  Jr.,  is  just  getting  back  from  a  lo,- 
ooo  mile  trip  extending  from  the  sunny  south  to  the 
frozen  north,  and  we  have  been  getting  picture 
postal  cards  from  everywhere.  We  don't  think  he 
traveled  on  his  wheel,  but  we  can  give  a  good  guess. 

A  Brighton  hotel  proprietor  chatting  to  me  the 
other  day  about  the  discriminating  and  anxious  care 
with  which  he  selected  food  for  the  house,  said:  "I 
wouldn't  'ave  no  tinned  stuff  in  the  'ouse--not  me. 
I'm  so  frightened  of  this  'ere  potmaine  poisoning." 
And,  seeing  that  he  was  speaking  of  potted  stuff  I 
think  that  ''potmaine"  is  decidedly  good. — The 
Tramp  in  the  Irish  Cyclist. 


We  have  to  add  to  our  necrology,  this  month,  the 
name  of  Robert  Coleman  Hall  Brock,  recently  de- 
ceased. He  joined  the  L.  A.  W.  Oct.  30.  1896,  and 
held  number  1008;  life  number  256. 


Charlotte  Smith,  noted  woman  reformer,  has 
started  a  campaign  against  the  automobile.  She 
says  that  ''it  is  the  devil's  wagon"  and  causes  most 
of  the  divorces. 


It  has  been  stated  that  "the  automobile  has 
divided  society  into  two  classes,  those  that  ride  in 
their  own  automobiles,  and  those  that  ride  in  their 
friends'  automobiles."     People  not  in  this  category 
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are  presumably  outside  the  social  whirl.  There  is, 
however,  still  room  for  them  in  that  previous  classi- 
fication put  forth  by  a  clever  Bostonian,  who 
affirmed  that  the  automobile  had  divided  the  com- 
munity into  two  parts,  "the  quick  and  the  dead." 
The  thoughtful  may  suggest  after  reflection,  and  a 
brief  reference  to  statistics,  that  the  careful  pedes- 
trian may  still  claim  a  division  by  himself,  as  it  is 
certain  that  the  ''quick"  are  more  apt  to  be  num- 
bered with  the  "dead"  than  any  other  on  the  road. 
In  fact,  the  motto,  "the  quicker  the  deader,"  might 
be  adopted  as  admirably  suited  to  the  needs  of  the 
motor-world.  All  of  which  leaves  an  ample  field  for 
the  happy  pedestrian,  if  he  clings  to  the  sidewalk. 


The  C.  T.  C.  British  and  Irish  Handbook  for  1912 
has  been  received.  It  is  full  from  cover  to  cover 
with  just  the  information  that  a  touring  cyclist 
needs.  C.  T.  C.  hotels  with  tariffs,  farm  and  board- 
ing houses,  country  lodgings,  coffee  taverns,  local 
consuls,  repair  shops,  etc.  Those  who  go  abroad 
should  procure  this  book.  Under  our  agreement 
with  the  C.  T.  C.  any  League  member  can  purchase 
the  book  for  one  shilling.  Address  Cychsts'  Tour- 
ing Club,  280  Euston  Road,  London,  N.  W. 


Will  the  man  on  horseback  give  way  to  the  man 
at  the  steering  wheel? 


Negotiations  are  pending  between  Charles  Fuller 
Gates,  editor  of  "Pacific  Motorcycling,"  Los 
Angeles,    and    L.    J.    Berger,    formerly    editor    of 
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"Motorcycling,"  Chicago,  having  for  their  object 
the  association  of  Berger  with  the  Cahfornia  con- 
temporary. Mr.  Berger  has  taken  up  his  residence 
in  Los  Angeles  to  mend  his  impaired  health. 


Gates  and  Berger  will  make  a  good  team  and  rmi 
well  in  double  harness.  The  former  was  well-known 
years  ago  in  the  cycling  press  over  the  pseudonym 
of  "Setagec."  Study  his  name  to  see  where  he  gets 
the  word.  Berger  was  a  veteran  cycle  editor  way 
back  in  1887  and  wrote  an  account  of  the  St.  Louis 
L.  A.  W.  Meet  for  four  or  five  eastern  cycle  papers. 
More  power  to  the  push  of  the  two  pencils. 


"Do  you  take  any  regular  exercise?"  asked  the 
doctor. 

"Yes,  of  course  I  do.  I  walk  from  my  automobile 
to  the  elevator  every  rnorning  and  from  the  elevator 
to  my  automobile  every  evening." 


x\t  one  time  the  man  who  is  seeking  a  third  term 
in  the  President's  Chair  was  given  to  riding  a 
bicycle.  He  joined  the  L.  A.  W.  One  dollar  would 
have  given  him  a  second  term,  but  it  was  not  forth- 
coming. If  he  had  remained  with  us  we  might  have 
made  him  our  President  and  given  him  a  third  term. 
It  wiil  take  a  lot  of  dollars  to  give  him  the  third 
term  he  seeks.  Once  we  gave  a  popular  President 
a  fourth  term.  There  is  no  precedent  in  the  way. 
This  is  one  of  the  things  that  might  have  been. 


The    N-w    Haven   Bi    Club   ^^eter-^-"    Association 
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dedicated  its  new  monument  in  Evergreen  Ceme- 
tery on  Sunday,  June  2,  191 2.  To  the  memory  of 
deceased  members. 


Having  no  money,  and  not  being  likely  ever  to 
have  any,  I  don't  read  the  financial  papers — which, 
in  any  case,  would  be  the  last  I  should  dream  of 
consulting  about  such  matters — so  I  missed  the 
statement,  quoted  in  our  last  issue,  that  the  safety 
bicycle  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  When  one  comes  up 
against  such  a  statement  as  that,  in  a  paper  whose 
proprietors  possibly  expect  sane  people  to  read  it — 
although  of  this  there  is  no  direct  evidence — one's 
faith  in  the.  intelligence  of  humanity  is  staggered. 
The  man  w^-^n  writes  such  a  piece  of  obvious  folly 
writes  himself  down  an  ass,  and  I  would  prefer  not 
to  say  what  I  think  of  the  editor  who  allows  such 
piffle  to  appear  in  print.  Strange  to  say,  during  the 
Easter  holidays  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  never 
had  I  seen  so  many  cyclists  on  the  roads.  I  favor 
with  my  presence,  as  a  rule,  the  most  popular  roads 
out  of  London — those  leading  to  the  coast,  south, 
south-east  and  south-west.  I  suppose  that  there 
can  hardly  be  a  doubt  from  a  cycling  point  of  view, 
the  traffic  on  these  roads  is  thicker  than  on  any 
other  in  the  world.  Manchester  miight  possibly 
demur  to  this,  but  with  all  respect  for  the  great  cap- 
ital of  the  north,  it  is  not  yet  London. — ^''Scorcher" 
in  Irish  Cvclist. 


Wheelman  James  M.  McGinley,  who  rode  an  ordi- 
nary bicycle  longer  than  any  other  man  in  the  lati- 
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tude  of  Boston,  but  now  of  New  York,  will  tour  in 
the  north  of  England  for  a  month  in  July.  If  any 
of  our  English  readers  happen  to  notice  a  very  tall 
and  husky  rider  on  the  road  they  can  take  off  their 
liats  .to  him,  but  they  had  better  not  try  to  keep  up 
with  him  unless  exceeding  strong  of  limb  and  of 
good  breathing  capacity. 


Wheelman  Wm.  M.  Thomas,  of  x\lbany,  N.  Y., 
once  a  Vice-President  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  has  a  re- 
m.arkable  story  to  tell: 

'T  received,  this  morning,  ]\Iay  2,  1912,  through 
the  mail,  a  package  containing  one  of  the  old  L.  A. 
W.  Honor  Certificates  for  loyal  work  done  in  the 
year  1897,  which  has  been  15  years  coming  from 
New  York  here.  It  was  postmarked:  "New  York, 
May  29,  1897,'  and  also  'Albany,  May  i,  1912.'  The 
certificate  is  signed  by  Ike  Potter,  who  was  then 
Chief  Consul.  The  loyal  work  that  I  did  was  secur- 
ing fifty  odd  members  for  the  League.  It  wouldn't 
be  so  easv  to  get  that  many  members  now,  would 
it?" 

A  case  where  "Honor  long  delayed  is  welcome 
yet,"  or  shall  we  quote  and  say,  ''Zounds!  I  should 
have  had  this  thing  long  ago?"  If  our  good  friend 
Ike  Potter  could  be  found  we  should  ask  him  about 
it,  and  he  would  be  sure  to  have  a  new  story  to  tell; 
but,  then,  Isaac  was  last  heard  of  at  Goldfields, 
Nevada,  and  he  Is  inclined  to  have  no  speech  with 
his  friends.  AVe  are  glad  the  honor  has  come  to 
Brother  Thomas.  Perhaps  it  has  been,  like  many 
another  thing,  laid  away  in  cold  storage. 
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FOR  THE  TOURIST. 

Your  baggage  is  "luggage"  in  England, 
Your  trunk  is  your  "box,"  you  will  find, 
You'll  avoid  quite  a  bit  of  confusion 
By  bearing  these  changes  in  mind. 

Locomotives  draw  "coaches"  in  England, 
Not  conductor  but  "guard"  is  the  word, 
A  train  isn't  switched  it  is  "shunted." 
The  street  cars  are  "trams,"  as  you've  heard. 

A  cop  is  a  "bobby"  in  England, 
A  cane  is  a  "stick,"  don't  you  know! 
You  must  call  it  a  "jug,"  not  a  pitcher, 
Don't  say:     "Have  a  drink" — "Have  a  go." 

Overshoes  are  "goloshes"  in  England. 
Not  faucet  but  "tap,"  you  must  say: 
If  you're  cooking  and  say:    "Fetch  a  spider," 
They'll  shrink  from  you  startled  away. 

They  don't  mail  their  letters  in  England, 

But  always  they  "post"  them  instead; 

Molasses  they  speak  of  as  "treacle" 

And  Z  isn't  zee.  it  i?  "zed."  — G.  H.  W. 


The  Newton  (Mass.)  Bicycle  Club  is  planning  an 
outing  at  Point  Shirley.  Clams  and  lobsters  at  the 
Point-Shirlev-Club  house. 


We  used  to  think  that  a  horseless  vehicle  on  two 
wheels,  propelled  by  the  feet,  was  a  bicycle.  But  it 
isn't  a  bicycle  if  you  push  it  with  gasoline. 

Riding  a  motorcycle  on  the  sidew^alk  is  not  a  vio- 
lation of  the  statute  forbidding  the  riding  of  a 
l)icycle  on  the  same  thoroughfare,  in  Connecticut, 
according  to  a  decision  just  handed  down  in  a  test 
case.    The    court,    in   ruling,   sustained   a   demurrer 
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from  a  lower  court  that  a  bicycle  and  motorcycle 
were  not  similar  vehicles  within  the  meaning"  of  the 
statute.  Frederick  Baker,  of  Hamden,  was  arrested 
for  riding  his  motorcycle  on  the  sidewalk  in  that 
town.  His  counsel  appealed  to  the  common  pleas 
court,  fihng  a  demurrer  to  the  complaint  on  the 
ground  that  the  term  "bicycle"  did  not  include 
motorcycles. 

In  sustaining  the  decision,  Judge  Wolfe,  of  the 
common  pleas  tribunal,  said:  "A  motorcycle  is  not 
a  bicycle  in  my  judgment  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute.  At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  upon 
which  this  prosecution  is  based,  motorcycles  were 
unknown  and  the  legislature  could  not,  therefore, 
have  intended  to  include  them  within  the  act  of  pro- 
hibition. As  this  is  a  penal  statute  it  is  to  be  strictly 
construed  against  the  State  and  any  reasonable 
doubt  as  to  its  meaning  is  to  be  resolved  in  favor  of 
the  accused.  The  court  cannot  legally  read  into  the 
statute  something  that  is  clearly  not  within  its  in- 
tendment. The  remedy  for  the  condition  of  things 
presented  by  this  case  is  with  the  legislature  and  not 
wdth  the  court." 

Webster's  Dictionary — ^"A  vehicular  machine  of 
various  forms,  but  consisting  primarily  of  two 
wheels  placed  in  line,  connected  by  a  fork  and  back- 
bone, and  supporting  a  saddle  for  the  rider,  the  ma- 
chine being  propelled  by  means  of  treadles  attached 
to  cranks  or  levers." 

The  Standard  Dictionary  puts  it — "A  two-wheeled 
vehicle  having  a  tandem  arrangement  of  the  wheels, 
a  saddle  or  saddles  for  the  rider  or  riders,  a  steering 
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handle  and  cranks  or  levers  for  its  propulsion  by 
the  feet/' 

Worcester's  Dictionary  is  very  brief — "A  veloci- 
pede with  two  wheels  running  in  the  same  track." 

At  the  decision  it  is  to  smile  and  be  astonished. 


"Now,  Pat,"  said  the  prosecuting  attorney,  "we 
need  your  testimony  in  this  automobile  case  to  se- 
cure a  conviction.  You  say  the  defendant  was  going 
at  a  terrific  rate  of  speed.  Now  just  how  fast  do  you 
mean  by  that?" 

"Sure,"  said  Pat,  "he  was  goin'  so  dommed  fast  I 
nivver  even  seen  the  kvarl" 


''Curiosity  is  the  mother  of  know^ledge,"  said 
President  Hibben  at  Wellesley,  and  then  he  left  his 
fair  auditors  nettled  with  curiosity  to  know  who  the 
father  may  be. 


''I  am  going  to  learn  to  swim  this  summer." 
"I  thought  George  taught  you  last  summer." 
''But  I  am  no  longer  engaged  to  George." 


Over  in  Maiden,  Mass.,  the  other  day,  a  man  rid- 
ing a  bicycle  rode  up  close  to  Mrs.  Finkelstein  and 
grabbed  a  hand  bag  from  her  hand.  He  not  only 
failed  to  escape  with  the  hand  bag,  but  took  a  severe 
pummeling  from  Mrs.  Finkelstein  before  he  could 
get  away. 

Quick  as  a  flash  the  woman  caught  at, the  rear 
wheel  and  upset  the  rider.  As  he  fell  she  recovered 
the  bag  and  then  jumped  upon  him,  at  the  same  time 
crying  loudly  for  aid. 
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The  young  man  fought  furiously,  however,  and 
broke  loose  from  his  captor,  regained  his  bicycle 
and  sped  away. 


"Ho!"  sneered  Tommie,  "you  ain't  anybody. 
Your  papa  ain't  got  an  ortymobile  like  mv  papa 
has." 

"Maybe  he  ain't,"  retorted  Billie,  "but  we've  got  a 
camphor-chest  upstairs  in  our  attic  that  smells  like 
one. 


Some  of  the  spring  fishermen  are  born  great, 
some  achieve  greatness,  and  some  regularly  get  their 
names  and  their  catches  into  the  papers. 


The  National  Cyclists  Union  of  England  has  au- 
thorized a  competition  on  Sunday,  June  23d.  The 
Utility  Ride  around  London  will  be  run  on  that  day. 
A  road  race  on  Sunday  is  just  a  little  bit  more  than 
our  authorities  could  stand  over  here,  and  perhaps 
the  average  citizen  would  frown  at  it.  The  Puritans 
and  Pilgrims  left  England  and  brought  puritanism 
with  them  and  there  is  a  lot  of  it  that  we  haven't 
■outgrown. 


KWEER  KWIPS  FROM  KWINN  KILBY. 

June  days  that  are  really  perfect  hold  more  sweet- 
ness in  their  sunny  hours  than  any  others  in  the 
year. 

The  longest  day  comes  this  month  and  gives  us 
15  1/2  hours  of  daylight. 

The  shortest  day  for  us  is  generally  just  after 
Chris  tolas. 
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You  use  the  word  ''snappy."  I  object  to  it.  Also 
the  word  ''gripping-."  A  clothing  store  this  week  is 
advertising  snappy  suits.  Both  words  were  great 
till  overdone.  (Kilby  has  just  bought  a  dictionary 
and  is  studying  up  on  words.) 

I  have  been  showing  an  Eastport  friend  around 
this  week.  On  Wednesday  we  climbed  to  the  top  of 
Blue  Hill.  It  was  a  beautiful  day  though  a  bit  hazy. 
There  was  hardly  any  breeze  on  top  and  the  atmos- 
phere was  deHcious.  On  Thursday  we  were  going 
by  Mount  Auburn  when  I  suddenly  remembered 
that  Frank  Millet's  funeral  was  about  to  take  place 
there,  so  we  went  to  it.  The  chapel  was  well  filled 
and  the  service  was  pretty  good. 

"'Aviatrice"  is  the  new  word  for  a  petticoat 
aviator.  Of  course  the  janitor's  spouse  is  the  jani- 
trice,  and  the  feminine  orator  is  an  oratrice,  and  the 
leading  lady  is  an  actrice,  and  the  doctor  of  the 
gentler  sex  is  a  doctrice. 

If  I  had  a  bicycle  I  would  not  be  writing  to  you 
today.  No,  sir.  I  would  be  walking  up  a  hill  some- 
where, or  watching  the  other  fellows  mend  a  punc- 
ture in  my  tire.  (Kilby  went  abroad  last  year  and 
we  have  expected  to  see  him  spell  it  "tyre,"  but  he 
still  stands  to  what  he  learned  when  he  sat  under 
our  teaching.) 

I  met  Arthur  Kendall  and  Charley  Sparks  to- 
gether recently.  Arthur  says  that  he  is  fifty-nine 
years  old  and  his  singinsf  voice  is  better  than  it  was 
twenty  years  ago.  Charley  told  me  that  Al  Skinner 
has  just  had  an  operation  for  appendicitis.  Teddy 
Rothe  tell?  me  that  Jack  Fecitt  recentlv  fell  from  his 
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motorcycle  and  landed  on  his  head.  He  was  laid  up 
for  a  day  or  two  but  is  now  all  right. 

Don't  fail  to  show  up  at  the  Charlie  Reed  fare- 
well. 'Tis  always  fair  weather  when  good  fellows 
get  together  and  CharHe  is  a  good  one  if  he  does 
draw  pictures  with  his  left  hand. 

The  two  Kelley  boys  and  I  lunch  together  every 
Monday  at  the  Hotel  Venice,  the  best  of  all  the 
table  d'hote  places,  (Looks  like  an  advertisement. 
We  shall  send  a  bill  to  Venice.) 

(All  right,  Quinn!  Come  again  soon.  When  you 
are  President  you  will  have  to  put  on  dignity,  wear 
a  plug  hat  and  stop  being  funny.) 


BRIDES  OF  THE  BRIDAL  MONTH. 

All  blondes  are  not  light-headed. 

Girls  with  liquid  voices  should  be  careful  not  to 
strain  them. 

Some  women  are  a  delight  to  the  eye  and  a  drug 
to  the  mind. 

Never  tell  a  grass  widow  that  she  is  in  the  hey- 
day of  life. 

If  woman's  age  counts  against  her  she  knows 
enough  to  keep  down  the  count. 

The  girl  who  marries  for  a  lark  often  finds  out 
that  she  was  a  jay. 

The  idea  of  marrying  will  haunt  a  woman  if  she 
has  the  ghost  of  a  chance. 

Girls  feel  proud  of  having  many  new  admirers,  but 
one  old  one  is  reallv  more  to  her  credit. 
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One  can  admire  a  girl  at  the  same  time  for  her 
modesty  and  her  cheek. 

The  alarm  a  girl  feels  when  kissed  is  generally  a 
still  alarm. 

Warm  love  will  melt  some  girls;  it  takes  cold  cash 
to  melt  others. 

It  is  easier  for  a  girl  to  be  vain  without  being 
pretty  than  to  be  pretty  without  being  vain. 


ANNUAL  ELECTION.    CANDIDATES  FOR  OFFICE. 

In  accordance  with  Article  4,  Section  2,  of  the  by-laws 
of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen,  and  by  virtue  of 
the  authority  vested  in  the  undersigned,  a  committee  on 
nominations  appointed  by  the  President  March  12th,  1912, 
to  make  nominations  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  following 
named  gentlemen  are  nominated  for  the  respective  offices 
set  opposite  their  names: 

Quincy  Kilby,  Boston,  Mass.,  President 

W.  H.  Hale,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  ist  Vice  President 

George  D.  Gideon,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,      2nd  Vice  President 
Abbot  Bassett.  Newtonville,  Mass.,  Sec'y-Treasurer 

George  W.  Nash.  x\bington,  Mass.,  Auditor 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.   Obermayer, 
George  L.  Cooke, 
Augustus   Nickerson, 

Committee. 

Further  steps  in  the  election  will  take  place  under  the 
following  Article  of  the  Constitution: 

Article  IV,  Section  i. — The  officers  of  the  League  shall 
be  a  President,  First  and  Second  Vice  Presidents,  a  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, and  an  Auditor,  to  be  elected  as  hereinafter 
provided. 

Section  i. — Not  later  than  April  i  in  each  year  the  Presi- 
dent shall  appoint  a  Nominating  Committee  of  three,  which 
shall  report,  not  later  than  June  i.  a  list  of  candidates  for 
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the  elective  offices.  This  list  shall  be  published  in  the 
official  organ  of  June  15.  Any  five  members  of  the  League 
may  nominate  additional  candidates  by  filing  a  certificate 
to  that  effect  with  the  Secretary-Treasurer  not  later  than 
July  I.  All  names  placed  in  nomination  shall  be  printed  on 
a  ballot  and  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Assembly  at  the 
time  of  sending  the  official  notification  of  the  meeting. 
Each  member  shall  express  his  preference  by  marking  the 
ballot  as  per  instructions  thereupon,  signing  the  same  and 
sending  it  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer;  provided,  however, 
that  any  member  who  attends  the  meeting  may  present  his 
vote  in  person.  The  votes  shall  be  canvassed  during  the 
meeting  of  the  Assembly  by  a  special  committee  appointed 
by  the  President.  The  candidates  having  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected  and  shall  take  office 
at  the  close  of  the  Annual  Meeting. 


William  H.  Bdmands 

Optician 


F^oom   31 

31  West  Street  -      -  Boston 

Elevator 
TelepKone  4387  "W  Oxford 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing^ 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Augustus     Nickerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel   B.   Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R.oofn  708,  CxcKange  Btiilding 

53  State  Street.    -    Boston,  Mass< 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS    AGENCY   furnishes    a   means    by    which  any  person, 
desiring  to   subscribe  for   various    Magazines   or   News- 
papers,   may  do   so    with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense.      To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions,  it  offers  peculiar  facilities. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  which  we  offer  by 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  can  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  generally  at  a  discount  from  full 
price. 

Send  for  our  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville,  Mass. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-$lM  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Fost  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ouatuu 

Vol.  10.     No.  5  JULY  1912  5   Cents 


If  you  can  keep  your  bed  when  all  around  you 
Are  leaving  theirs — all  tumbling  out  but  you; 
If  you  can  sleep  yourself  when  others  hound  you, 
And  make  no  answer  when  they're  calling,  too, 
If  you  repose  and  still  keep  on  reposing, 
And  never  rise  when  you've  been  asked  to  rise, 
If  you  can  doze  and  not  be  kept  from  dozing 
Why,  then  you're  making  good,  and  you  are  wise. 

If  you  can  dream,  and  dream  without  disaster. 

If  you  can  snooze,  as  you  in  bed  remain, 

And  then  wake  up — and  dust  a  little  faster, 

If  you  can  gulp  your  breakfast — catch  your  train, 

It  you  can  figure  this  down  to  a  minute 

And  every  morning  extra  sleep  enjoy, 

The  night  is  yours  and  everything  that's  in  it 

And — what  is  more — you'll  hold  your  job,  my  boy! 


Two  Presidential  campaigns  in  full  swing-.  The 
L.  A.  W.  and  the  U.  S.  We  can  predict  the  result 
in  the  one,  but  the  other  is  chaos.  'Teace  hath  her 
victories  no  less  renowned  than  war." 


Our  presidential  candidate  is  not  on  the  stump. 
He  writes : — 'T  am  in  for  a  week  in  early  July  at  Sag 
Harbor,  two  or  three  weeks  in  Eastport  after  that, 
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and  a  month  or  so  in  the  ,  White  Mountains  stil! 
later.  The  idle  rich  are  a  curse  to  this  country.  I 
will  probably  not  see  you  till  the  Annual  Meeting. 
A  pleasant  summer  to  you.  Sit  on  the  lid  while  1 
am  away  and  don't  tumble  off  your  wheel." 


If  a  pawnbroker's  wife  should  present  him  with 
crying  triplets  would  he  need  any  other  sign  for  his 
business? 


Wilbur  Wright,  the  "papa  of  aviation,"  died  May 
30,  1912.  In  the  early  days  of  wheeling  he  and  his 
brother  Orville  kept  a  bicycle  agency  and  school  of 
instruction  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  L.  A.  W.  and  a  firm  believer  in  all  that  it  stands 
for.  Out  of  his  love  for  the  wheel  grew  an  idea 
looking  to  higher  flights  and  the  first  practical  aero- 
plane came  from  his  hand  and  that  of  his  brother. 
He  lived  long  enough  to  demonstrate  that  the  air 
could  be  safely  navigated. 


''When  you  pray  for  fair  winds  to  take  your  ship 
over  the  sea,  don't  forget  those  who  are  on  the  other 
side  trying  to  come  this  way." — R.  G.  Ingersoll. 


Chairman  Dr.  J.  P.  Thornley  of  the  F.  A.  M.  com- 
petition committee  has  offered  ''Happy  Days"  Pit- 
man of  New  York  the  position  of  honorary  referee 
at  the  national  meet  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  which  will 
be  held  July  17  to  21.  In  his  tender  of  the  honor 
the  chairman  said,  in  part:  "In  view  of  your  long 
and  faithful  services  to  motorcycle  and  bicycle  rac- 
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ing,  I  feel  that  the  F.  A.  M.  is  conferring  an  equal 
compliment  on  itself  in  offering  you  this  office." 


With  a  look  of  settled  gloom  on  his  face  Mr.  Jipes 
was  adding  up  the  various  amounts  that  his  limou- 
sine had  cost  him  for  repairs  during  the  six  months 
it  had  been  in  his  possession. 

"What  are  you  doing,  Jasper?"  inquired  his  wife. 

"Writing  my  auto  biography."  he  snapped. 


Naturally  we  miss  the  June  brides  during  the  first 
few  days  of  July,  but  cherry  pie  is  with  us,  and  some- 
where the  sweetheart  watermelon  is  ripening  in  the 
radiant  sunlight. 


"What  a  changing,  expressive  face  Mabel  has!" 
"Yes,  her's  is  a  mobile  face." 
"And  what  a  fixed,  stonv,  vacant  stare   Maude 
has!" 

"She's  got  the  automobile  face." 


There  is  an  evident  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
auto  men  from  wooden  wheels  back  to  the  wire 
wheels.  We  cannot  see  good  reason  for  it,  but  the 
practical  users  know  more  about  it  than  we  do.  The 
apostle  of  the  wooden  wheel  is  out  of  it  just  now 
and  there  is  no  successor  for  preaching  purposes. 


When  Elliott  was  advocating  the  wooden  wheel 
he  made  a  proposition  to  Colonel  Pope  that  he 
would  drop  a  wooden-wheel  bicycle  from  Bunker 
Hill  Monument  if  the  Colonel  would  drop  a  spider- 
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wheeled  bicycle  from  the  other  side  of  the  monu- 
ment at  the  same  moment.  And  look  for  results. 
The  Colonel  did  not  accept.  Why  not  try  it  with 
the  autos?  They  could  be  hoisted  from  the  outside. 
Here's  betting  that  it  will  not  be  done. 


An  English  baker  who  was  summoned  for  selling 
bread  from  a  vehicle  unprovided  with  a  pair  of  scales^ 
pleaded  that  as  the  bread  was  carried  in  a  basket 
fitted  on  a  bicycle  he  was  not  liable,  but  the  court 
held  that  a  bicycle  in  such  a  case  became  a  cart  or 
carrias^e  under  the  law. 


"Exceeding  the  limit?"  cried  Dawson.  "Why, 
Judge,  your  roads  around  here  are  so  rotten  a  man 
couldn't  go  faster  than  ten  miles  an  hour  without 
endangering  his  life." 

"That's  the  p'int,"  said  the  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
"You  was  eX'Ceedin'  the  limit  o'  safety,  and  we  find 
ye  guilty  of  attempted  suicide.  Ten  cases,  if  ye 
please." 


Everybody  Hkes  to  see  cycling  well  done  but  not 
scorched. 


They  call  him  "The  Scorcher."  Perhaps  his  red- 
hot  pen  scorches  the  paper  it  travels  upon.  He  is 
coming  to  America,  and  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club 
will  entertain  him,  it  may  be  at  the  "Wheel  About 
the  Hub."  He  runs'  a  very  bright  column  of  com- 
ment in  the  "Irish  Cyclist,"  and  this  is  the  way  he 
catches  up  and  hugs  to  his  bosom  the  invitation, — 
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What  do  you  think?  You'd  never  guess.  The 
Tramp  writes  me  to  the  effect  that  the  Bahoys  of 
the  Boston  Bicycle  Club  has  got  wind  of  the  news 
that  I  am  thinking  of  visiting  the  States  this  year, 
and — wait  till  I  tell  you — they  want  to  know  when 
I'm  coming  so  that  they  can  get  my  hair  cut,  take 
me  for  a  jaunt,  and  make  a  fuss  of  me  generally. 
Did  you  ever  know  the  Hke?  And  this  although 
they  don't  know  who  I  am,  what  I  am,  where  I 
am,  when  I  am,  which  I  am,  or  why  I  am.  They 
only  know  that  I'm  the  bloke  wot  writes  the  stuff  in 
the  Irish  Cyclist,  and  that  is  good  enough  for  them. 
I  don't  know  how  they  came  to  hear  of  my  move- 
ments. Since  the  great  demonstration  in  my  honor 
in  Limerick,  when  poor  Coley  O'Connell  got  up  in 
his  night  gown  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  to 
open  oysters  and  bottles  of  stout  for  me,  I  have  al- 
ways tried  to  avoid  the  torchlight  procession  and 
the  tar-barrel.  It's  the  one  thing  that  kings,  em- 
perors, presidents,  and  parties  of  that  sort  have  to 
go  through,  which  I  do  not  envy  them.  So  I  always 
travel  incognito.  But,  by  the  Lord  Harry!  a  recep- 
tion from  the  Boston  B.  C.  is  a  thing  that  falls  to 
the  lot  of  few  men.  Kings  and  emperors  might,  and, 
I  daresay,  do,  sigh  for  it  in  vain.  It  hangs  before 
them,  as  the  precious,  luscious  fruit  hung  before 
Tantalus,  seemingly  within  their  grasp,  but,  oh!  so 

far  away, 

*  *  * 

And,  now,  I  have  it.  The  thing  is  offered  to  me 
with  glad  hands  and  honest  hearts.     Truly,  I  have 
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tasted  of  American  hospitality.  It  is  boundless  as 
the  ocean;  cordial,  kindly,  friendly,  with  no  formality 
or  fuss  in  it.  There  is  nothing  quite  like  it  in  this 
hemisphere.  And  Boston,  of  course,  bang  in  the 
Hub  of  the  Universe,  and  for  other  reasons,  proffers 
the  real  cream-laid,  copper-bottomed  brand — the 
very  highest  grade.  May  it  be  mine  to  see.  On  my 
previous  visits  to  America,  Boston  was  on  my  "tine- 
rinery,'"'  or  whatever  you  call  it — who  the  deuce  in- 
vents these  hard  words? — ^but  on  each  occasion  New 
York  refused  to  lend  me  even  for  a  week,  or  to  hire 
me  out.  When  a  poor  Irish  chap  is  amongst  rela- 
tives and  friends  whom  he  hasn't  seen  for  years,  and 
whom,  at  the  best,  he  cannot  hope  to  see  much  of  in 
this  world,  they  are  apt  to  freeze  on  to  him.  So  it 
has  been  with  me;  but  this  year  I  shall  try  to  be 
brave  and  dare  all.  There  are  a  few  places  on  the 
globe  that  I  still  want  to  see,  and  Boston  is  one  of 
them.  Will  my  kind  friends  of  the  Boston  Club  ac- 
cept my  assurance  that,  whether  I  have  the  good 
luck  to  find  myself  amongst  them  or  not,  I  shall  not 
forget  the  sweet  thought  that  prompted  them  to  ex- 
tend their  kindly  greetings  to  a  poor  orphan  and  a 
Pickwickian,  and  one.  moreover,  who  has  read  much 
of  the  Boston  Boys  and  their  Wheel  About  the  Hub. 
P'raps  I  shall  not  see  New  York  Harbor,  or  Boston 
Harbor  either.  The  sense  of  security  is  no  longer 
with  us,  and  it  may  be  that  one  would  be  safer  on 
Qapham  Common  or  in  the  Phoenix  Park  than  in 
the  middle  of  the  Atlantic.  Still,  I  fancy  that  I  shall 
risk  it. 
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In  this  little  incident  we  have  a  beautiful  example' 
■of  the  freemasonry  of  the  wheel,  of  the  brotherhood 
of  sport.  I  always  thank  my  lucky  stars  that  from 
my  tenderest  years  I  was  a  citizen  of  the  wondrous 
republic  that  knows  no  distinctions  of  class  or  creed. 
I  began  with  India  rubber  balls  out  of  which  I 
squirted  dirty  water  on  nice  ladies'  dresses,  from 
which  I  passed  on  by  easy  stages  to  peg  tops,  tops 
that  had  to  be  lashed,  marbles,  hop-scotch,  cap-on- 
the-back,  duck-on- the-granny,  football,  swimming, 
rowing,  cricket,  cycling,  and  anything  else  that  came 
handy.  By  this  means  I  became  pals  with  practically 
all  the  men  I  have  ever  known.  My  intimate  friends 
of  today  include  staid  fathers  with  whom  I  made 
mud  pies  and  snowballs.  As  to  the  men  I  have 
made  friends  with  through  cycling  and  motoring, 
their  name  is  legion.  There  must  be  some  beautiful 
goddess  of  sport  and  pastimes  that  plays  on  the  hu- 
man heart-strings,  attuning  them  in  harmonious 
-chords.  You  can  go  out  with  a  stranger  qn  a  motor 
car,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  you  will  feel  as  if 
you  had  known  him  all  your  life.  I  have  made  al- 
most all  my  friends,  and  the  entire  of  my  huge  for- 
tune, through  my  connection  with  the  cycle  and 
motor  Press,  and  so  it  happens  that  even  in  strange 
countries,  amongst  men  whom  I  have  never  met,  I 
find  the  right  hand  of  good  fellowship  always  ex- 
tended. What  is  true  in  my  case  is  true  in  hosts  of 
others.  What  a  splendid  thing  it  is.  There  must  be 
something  fine  in  sport  when  it  is  able  to  weld 
friendships  that  last  as  long  as  life  itself.    And,  yet. 
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there  are  miserable  people  who  go  about  abusing- 
this  benignant  growth;  wretched  creatures  who 
don't  know  what  good  fellowship  means. 


No  wonder  we  hate  to  pay  the  hotel  clerk  good 
dollars  for  poor  quarters. 


This  is  the  way  the  invitation  ran: — 

"C.  W.  Reed  is  the  Nestor  of  the  Boston  Bicycle 
Club.  Bulfin'ch's  'Age  of  Fable'  tells  us  that  Nestor 
ruled  over  three  generations  of  men,  and  that  he  was 
renowned  for  his  wisdom,  justice  and  knowledge  of 
war.  That's  Charley,  all  right.  But  it  al50  states 
that  he  is  mentioned  among  the  Calydonian  hunt- 
ers, which  would  argue  that  Charles  is  forever  chas« 
ing  Scotch,  said  conclusion  being  untrue,  as  Charles 
is  a  very  temperate  man. 

"Now,  what  I  was  gittin'  at  is  this:  C.  W.  Reed  is 
and  always  has  been  the  bugler  of  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Club.  It  was  he  who  on  March,  12th,  1878^ 
started  the  first  bicycle  club  run  ever  held  in 
America,  the  club  being  us,  and  the  run  starting^ 
from  Copley  Square. 

"Now  this  same  C.  W.  Reed,  mark  you,  is  ^oing 
abroad  in  June,  and  we  want  to  give  him  a  little 
dinner  before  he  sails.  Not  a  big  occasion  like  the 
Percy  dinner  or  the  Annual,  but  one  of  those  spag- 
hetti-fests  that  we  had  when  Smithy  went,  and  when 
Quin  went,  and  John,  and  Rush.  We  always  had  a 
good  time,  and  the  man  who  went  away  knew  that 
the  others  cared  for  him.  No  presiding  officer,  no 
speeches,  no  music  except  the  restaurant  orchestra. 
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but  just  real  good-fellowship.  You'd  better  come, 
for  you  never  know  when  vou'U  be  going  over  your- 
self. 

"The  dinner  will  be  at  the  Hotel  Sorrento,  on  the 
corner  of  North  Street  and  North.  Square,  Boston, 
at  6.30  P.  M.  on  Saturday,  June  8,  1912." 

And  so  a  lot  of  us  went  through  the  Latin  quarter 
to  the  Sorrento.  There  were  present: — The  guest  of 
honor,  Charles  W.  Reed;  President  John  B.  Kelley, 
Captain  Walter  G.  Kendall,  Secretary  Augustus 
Nickerson,  Judge  Josiah  S.  Dean,  Rhymester 
Quincy  Kilby,  Chorister  Arthur  S.  Kendall,  Choris- 
ter Thomas  H.  Hall  and  just  ordinary  members,  Wm.. 
H.  Edmands,  Fred  J.  Stark,  Edward  F.  Kelley,. 
Elmer  G.  Whitney,  Edward  H.  Norris,  Charles  C. 
Ryder,  Fred  H.  Ruggles,  Frank  Wilde,  Fred 
Crocker,  Frank  D.  Irish  and  Abbot  Bassett. 

It  was  an  occasion  social,  companionable,  musical 
and  jolly.  We  toasted,  complimented  and  congrat- 
ulated Charley  the  Bugler.  Kilby  read  certain 
verses  in  which  he  wanted  to  know  what  did  CharHe 
read,  and  asked  searching  questions  concerning 
other  names  which  state  facts  without  the  details. 

Vice-President  Hale  sent  over  from  New  York  a 
bundle  of  limericks  which  were  pat,  pretty  and  per- 
tinent. 

Captain  Kendall  paid  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  guest, 
as  follows: — 

'T  have  been  interested  in  listening  to  the  good 
things  that  have  been  said  of  our  guest  tonight,  be- 
cause I  realize  how  little  any  of  you  know  the  real 
Charlie  Reed. 
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**The  Charlie  Reed  that  you  know  is  modest,  un- 
assuming, conspicuous  only  from  his  physical  pro- 
portions, and  the  last  man  whom  you  would  take  to 
be  a  fire  eater,  although  he  is  a  veteran  of  the  great- 
est war  of  modern  times. 

"You  would  never  learn  it  from  his  lips,  but  that 
man  is  entitled  to  wear  upon  his  breast  on  his  trip 
abroad  a  decoration  such  as  not  even  many  generals 
who  have  commanded  our  armies  can  wear. 

''Every  patriotic  nation  has  its  one  order  into 
which  no  conceivable  amount  of  w^ealth  or  influence 
can  procure  admission.  Where  the  only  open  se- 
same is  conspicuous  valor  on  the  field  of  battle. 

''England  has  its  order  of  the  Victoria  Cross,  Ger- 
many that  of  the  Iron  Cross,  and  Russia,  France, 
Italy  and  even  Japan  have  each  their  one  special 
order  of  Hke  nature. 

"That  'republics  are  ungrateful'  is  a  stock  phrase,, 
but  our  own  country  is  in  line  with  the  others  in 
this  one  respect,  for  we  have  the  Medal  Of  Honor 
League,  which  takes  its  name  from  the  fact  that 
each  recipient  of  its  decoration  has  it  conferred  upon 
him  by  special  act  of  Congress  for  some  unusually 
meritorious  deed  of  gallantry  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

"Charlie  Reed  would  never  tell  you  of  it,  but  the 
United  States  Congress  years  ago  by  special  enact- 
ment bestowed  upon  him  a  medal  of  honor  for  con- 
spicuous braverv  on  the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg/' 

The  act  of  bravery  referred  to  by  Capt.  Kendall 
occurred  during  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Reed's 
commander  was  shot  during  the  engagement  and  his 
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command  was  driven  back.  He  lay  on  the  field  be- 
tween the  two  armies  which  were  actively  engaged. 
Under  a  pelting  fire  of  shot  and  shell  Reed  ran  for- 
ward, picked  up  the  fallen  officer  and  mounted  him 
upon  a  riderless  horse  which  very  luckily  happened 
to  be  passing  near.  He  brought  his  commander  out 
of  the  fight  and  beyond  a  few  wounds  escaped  un- 
scathed. 

Reed  is  an  artist  and  uses  his  left  hand.  A  very 
severe  cut  during  the  war  from  an  enemy's  sabre 
dlisabled  his  right  hand  and  he  was  forced  to  learn 
to  use  his  left  hand. 

The  Medal  of  Honor  League  has  four  hundred 
members. 

And  Charlie  says  it  was  a  very  good  send  off. 

It  all  depends  upon  the  point  of  view. 

"Life's  a  hard  grind,"  said  the  emery  wheel. 

"It*s  a  perfect  bore,"  returned  the  auger. 

"It  means  nothing  but  hard  knocks  for  me," 
sighed  the  nail. 

"You  haven't  so  much  to  go  through  as  I  have,*' 
put  in  the  saw. 

"I  can  barely  scrape  along,"  complained  the  plane. 

"And  I  am  constantly  being  set  upon,"  added  the 
bench. 

"Let's  strike,"  said  the  hammer. 

"Cut  it  out!"  cried  the  chisel,  "here  comes  the 
boss." 

And  all  was  silence. 


There  are  three  million  cyclists  in  France,  each  of 
whom  pay  an  annual  tax  of  half-a-crown. 
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VACATION  TIME. 

A  fool  there  was,  and  he  went  away — 

Even  as  you  and  I. 
His  home  was  a  pleasant  place  to  stay — 
A  dandy  place  for  a  holiday — 
But  the  fool  was  a  fool,  and  he  went  away — 

Even  as  you  and  I. 

Oh,  the  wits  we've  lacked,  and  the  grips  we've  packed 

In  Summer  time  and  Fall, 
And  the  times  when  having  had  our  fling 
We've  come  home  gravely  v/ondering 

Just  why  we  went  at  all! 
A  fool  there  was,  and  his  savings  spent — 

Even  as  you  and  L 
The  roof  of  a  Pullman  for  his  tent, 
And  lived  the  life  of  an  emigrant — 
But  a  fool  will  follow  his  natural  bent — 

Even  as  you  and  I. 
Oh   the  fools  we  meet,  and  the  dust  we  eat, 

And  the  tendency  to  roam. 
The  hardships  that  we  all  abhor — 
And  the  rest  that  we  are  looking  for 

Awaiting  us   at  home! 


You  will  generally  find — 

That  a  "sure  thing"  is  mighty  uncertain. 

That  a  plain  duty  like  a  plain  girl  has  few  wooers. 

That  rhymes  are  less  difficult  for  the  poet  to  find 
than  postage. 

That  there  are  more  people  preaching  economy 
than  are  practising  it. 

That  the  summer  girl  can  drop  a  man  in  a  very 
summary  manner. 

That  the  kind  of  love  that  makes  the  world  go 
round  is  self-love 
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That  the  race  usually  goes  to  the  fellow  who  does 
the  swift  thinking. 

That  men  don't  like  to  He,  but  their  wives  ask  too 
many  questions. 

That  it  takes  the  eves  of  a  millionaire  to  see  the 
blessings  of  poverty. 


Charles  William  Eliot,  president-emeritus  of 
Harvard  university,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  has  v/rit- 
ten  a  letter  explaining  the  methods  by  which  he  has 
so  remarkably  conserved  his  health  and  vigor. 

Dr.  Eliot  says: 

"In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  March  22,  I  beg  to 
say  that  my  health  and  capacity  for  work  at  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age,  are  unusually  good.  I  attribute 
this  result  to  a  good  constitution,  moderation  in 
eating  and  drinking,  a  habit  of  taking  some  exercise 
and  some  fresh  air  every  day,  and  of  avoiding  all 
sorts  of  luxury  and  the  constant  use  of  any  drug, 
such  as  alcohol,  coffee,  tea  and  tobacco. 

"Since  I  was  twelve  years  old  my  sports  have 
been  walking,  riding  horseback,  driving,  rowing, 
sailing,  to  which,  after  I  was  sixty-five,  I  added  rid- 
ing of  a  bicycle.  I  am  still  good  for  all  these  sports 
in  moderation  and  still  enjoy  them. 

"The  use  of  dumb  bells  and  clubs  has  been  for  me 
only  an  inferior  sport  in  bad  weather,  or  when  I  am 
prevented  from  getting  my  exercise  in  the  open  air. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  still  use  light  dumb 
bells. 

"When  I  am  asked  about  the  habits,  which  are 
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most  conducive  to  long,  active  life,  I  generally 
answer,  moderation  in  eating,  a  full  allowance  of 
sleep,  and  no  regular  use   of  any  stimulant  what- 


Capt.  John  B.  Kelley,  of  the  Boston  Bi  Club,  is 
riding  his  Humber  wheel  over  English  roads  this 
month.  Our  English  friends  have  converted  him 
to  an  EngHsh  make  of  wheel,  but  he  has  not  given 
up  his  preference  for  wood  rims. 


When  you  lay  your  heart  at  a  girl's  feet  she  ex- 
pects you  to  put  a  ring  on  her  finger. 


William  H.  Bdmands 

Optician 
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31  *West  Street  «      -  Boston 

^levator 
TelepHone  4387  W  Oxford 
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FOR    AUGUST— BIKE-CHLORIDE    OF    SUN- 
SHINE. 

A  [any  a  man's  vacation  is  spoiled  by  thinking  of 
the  coal  he  ought  to  put  in. 


And  while  they  are  devising  ways  and  means  of 
aerial  transportation,  the  dig-ging  for  subways  goes 
on  just  the  same. 


When  a  man's  wife  comes  in  town  to  lunch  with 
him  the  chances  are  he  will  consider  his  accustomed 
eating  place  isn't  good  enough  for  her. 


Frequent  acts  of  the  English  suffragettes  are  the 
b)est  arguments  against  suffrage. 


.Straw  hats  mav  come,  straw  hats  may  go.  but  the 
derby  goes  on  forever. 


A  man  may  do  just  as  he  pleases,  but  he  doesn't 
enjoy  it  unless  he  has  a  wife  to  object. 
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Dngan — Oh  my,  oh  my!  Isn't  Casey  puttin'  on 
g-rand  airs  wid  his  new  autymobile?  An'  over  in 
the  ould  counthry  I  daresay  he  went  barefutted. 

Ryan — Faith,  not  be  his  own  accoimts.  He  says- 
he  had  a  turnout  over  there  thot  atthracted  great 
attintion. 

Dugan — Av  coorse,  an  eviction  always  does. 


The  Wheel  About  the  Hub  starts  on  Friday,  Sept. 
13,  at  the  usual  time  and  from  the  usual  corner. 
Lunch  in  the  usual  grove  and  sleep  in  the  usual 
place.  The  second  day  will  be  as  usual.  New  York, 
Phila.,  Conn.,  N.  H.  and  R.  L  will  be  represented 
and  it  is  possible  that  Ireland  will  send  a  scorcher. 
This  will  be  the  twenty-third  run,  twenty-two  of 
which  have  been  held  by  the  Boston  Bi  Club  and 
one  by  the  C.  T.  C.  The  Boston  Bi  Club  has  is- 
sued a  souvenir  badge  which  indicates  the  number 
of  times  that  each  wearer  has  participated.  Here 
are  the  figures:  Will  R.  Pitman,  21;  W^  G.  Elendall, 
20;  Joseph  A.  Hendrie,  16;  John  J.  Fecitt,  Thomas 
H.  Hall,  Theodore  Rothe,  14;  John  B.  Kelley,  12; 
C.  J.  Obermayer,  Edward  F.  Kelley,  Geo.  B.  Wood- 
ward, 10;  M.  M.  Belding,  Jr.,  E,.  S.  Hemmenway,  C. 
C.  Ryder,  W.  W.  Stall,  Fred  J.  Stark,  9:  George  L. 
Cooke,  J.  Rush  Green.  T.  H.  W^illard,  Dr.  A.  F. 
Wyman,  8;  Josiah  S,  Dean,  Abbot  Bassett.  Ken- 
neth Woodward,  George  B.  Young,  7:  Fred  G.  Lee,_ 
W.  M.  Meserole,  Allen  W.  Swan,  Ouincy  Kilby,. 
Joseph  W.  Swan,  6;  C.  K.  Alley,  Henry  Crowther,. 
W.  H.  Edmands,  Nathaniel  Heath,  Elmer  G.  Whit- 
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^T^ey,  5;  Fred  Atwater,  Marriott  C.  Alorris,  4;  Her- 
bert W.  Knig-ht,  J.  Fred  Adams,  Paul  Butler. 
Thomas  P.  Himes,  Frank  D.  Wilde,  3;  A.  G.  Fisher, 
2;  WiUis .  Farrington,  H.  G.  Wynn,   i. 

The  list  includes  only  club  members  to  whom  the 
badges  have  been  given.  Each  year  there  have  been 
guests,  but  they  do  not  wear  the  badge. 


Shall  it  be  the  "pedal  bicycle"?     But  the  motor- 
cycle has  a  pedal.     Shall  it  be  the  "push  bicycle"? 
But  a  rider's  weight  without  a  push  does  a  lot  of  it. 
Why  not  "bicycle"?    Just  that  and  no  more.     Other 
things  can  be  named  from  the  adjunct,  be  it  a  motor, 
#L.  carrier  or  an  extra  wheel  or  tw^o.     No  reason  why 
i  /the  two-wheeler  should  be  pushed  out  of  a  name 
/  that  it  has  made  historical. 


A  girl  may  laugh  at  love,  but  later  she  may 
realize  that  there  is  nothing  better  to  cry  on  than  a 
man's  shoulder. 


They  have  been  giving  Charlie  Reed  a  great  time 
in  England.  Have  made  him  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Pickwick  Club,  dined  him  at  the  Savage  Club 
and  speeched  him  speechless.  But  they  call  him 
"the  old  gentleman."  Think  of  it  and  he  only  71. 
Charlie  is  never  regarded  old  by  his  Boston  friends. 
If  this  keeps  up  we  will  all  have  to  go  across  the 
water  and  hob-nob  with  Pickwick,  Sam  Weller  and 
Sergeant  Buzfuz. 


How  very  little  we  hear  of  the  old-timers  across 
the  water.    In  the  old  davs  Sturmev.  Hillier.  "Faed*"" 
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Wilson  and  Shipton  were  very  much  in  the  lime  light. 
These  are  the  men  that  Judge  Dean  and  the  wr^'ter 
would  look  up  first  of  all  should  we  go  abroad.  Can 
it  be  that  they  are  old  gentlemen  resting. on  their 
laurels?  Going  to  bed  by  candle-hght  and  too  old 
to  ride.  Heaven  save  the  mark!  If  it  should  hap- 
pen that  one  day  we  should  cross  the  pond  we  might 
give  ■  some  time  to  the  new  lights  of  cycling,  but 
first  of  all  we  should  want  to  see  the  ''old  euard." 


Our  old  friend,  Lincoln  Holland,  formerly  of 
Framingham,  Mass.,  now  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
writes  us : — 

■"I  get  a  call  from  E.  P.  Burnham  quite  often,  and 
a  son  of  Chas.  H.  Lamson  comes  in  frequently. 
Charles  H.  himself  has  an  establishment  in  Oxnard, 
Cal.,  about  fifty  miles  from  here,  and  I  expect  to 
look  him  up  sometime.  There  is  just  one  wish  I 
have  for  you,  and  that  is  that  you  might  live  here  in 
Southern  California.  It  is  the  only  place  where  any 
man  ought  to  live.  I've  lived  'back  there,'  and  so  I 
know.  No  snow,  no  slush,  and  no  sweltering 
weather  here,  I  know.  No  rain  since  last  ]\Iarch 
and  no  more  till  January  next  of  any  account,  and 
yet  we  do  not  miss  it.     Come  out  and  live." 

They  all  sing  the  same  song, — those  who  go  to 
the  Pacific  slope.  Pretty  good  kind  of  Heaven  it 
would  seem.  But  then  some  of  us  are  tied  down  to 
the  rocks  of  New  EnHand  and  we  can't  o-et  awav. 


The    Olympic    games   bring   out   the    usual    after- 
math in  the  foreign  press,  a  persistent  affirmation. 
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sometimes  made  as  a  complaint  and  sometimes  as 
an  apology,  that  American  supremacy  at  Stockholm 
was  attained  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  our  athletes 
"specialized."  They  insinuate  that  our  distance  run- 
ners are  unable  to  vault  or  jump,  our  shot-putters 
can  do  nothing  except  put  the  shot,  and  all  our  rep- 
resentatives are  men  who  have  trained  for  one  event 
and  are  helpless  in  any  other  field  of  sport.  This  is 
the  plaint  of  the  defeated,  and  false  as  it  is  foolish. 
It  was  not  by  luck  that  an  American  won  the  decath- 
lon, the  severest  test  of  all-around  athletic  ability. 
It  is  no  overstatement  to  say,  furthermore,  that  in 
this  same  exacting  event  fully  seven-tenths  of  the 
American  team  could  have  made  an  excellent  show- 
ing. 


Healthy  and  sound  and  lithe  of  limb,  Harris  L. 
Gilson  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  at  85,  may  well  be  said 
to  be  a  remarkably  active  man  for  his  years,  but  his 
chief  claim  to  distinction  lies  in  the  fact  that  in  the 
past  decade  and  a  half,  since  he  was  70  years  old, 
he  has  ridden  his  bicycle  nearly  32,000  miles.  He 
doesn't  ride  as  much  as  he  used  to,  because  the 
novelty  of  the  pleasure  has  worn  of¥;  but  on  pleas- 
ant days,  when  the  roads  are  in  good  shape,  he  is 
frequently  seen  pedalling  about  the  streets  of  his 
home  town,  especially  if  he  has  an  errand  to  do  and 
wants  to  make  a  quick  trip.  In  1897,  his  first  year 
as  a  cyclist,  he  covered  3.238  miles.  His  banner 
year,  however,  was  1899.  when  the  cvclometer  regis- 
tered 6.184  miles.     In  three  other  years  the  record 
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was  better  considerably  than  4,000.  Five  different 
times  he  made  records  of  100  miles  or  better  in  ten 
hours.  One  mark  was  106  miles  in  that  period  of 
time  and  the  next  best  was  102  miles. 


.  Our  good  old  friend,  Jack  Fecitt,  writes: — *"I  have 
a  very  large  bone  to  pick  with  you  and  I'm  going  to 
pick  it  clean.  You  quote  Quin  Kilby  as  saying  I  fell 
off  my  motor-cycle.  That  is  a  gross  libel  and  good 
for  a  suit  for  damages  not  less  than  $20,000.  Fancy 
me  falling  off  anything  that  has  two  wheels  I  I  did 
not  fall,  I  was  thrown,  chucked,  catapulted  and  fired 
from  my  machine  with  considerable  violence,  and 
landing  on  my  face  in  the  roadway,  I  bit  the  dust, — 
a  whole  mouthful  of  it,  and  it  didn't  taste  very  good. 
The  flexible  shaft  of  my  speedometer  caught  in  the 
front  wheel,  stopped  it  instantly,  but  I  kept  on  and 
flew  over  the  handle  bar.  One  minute  I  was  there, 
the  next  miinute,  where  was  I.  Do  you  want  to 
know  where  I  am  now?  That's  easy!  I  am  still 
ridine." 


When  we  note  the  condition  of  the  men  at  the 
end  of  the  Marathon  race  we  call  to  mind  that  it 
was  not  so  with  the  cycle  racers.  One  man  has  died 
from  the  effects  of  the  Stockholm  Marathon  and 
others  are  seriously  ill.  It  was  a  common  thing  for 
cycle  racers  to  enter  several  races  in  an  afternoon 
and' they  were  seldom,  if  ever,  ''done  up"  at  the  end. 
They  didn't  carry  their  own  weight. 
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TO  SEE  THE  THING  GO  ON. 

"What's  all  this  thing  about?"  says  he. 

"Wall,  I  dunno,"  says  I. 
"What  good  is  all  this  world  to  me, 

This  Ian'  sen'  sea  an'  sky? 
The  same  ol'  thing!     Git  up  an'  dress, 

An'  eat  an'  work  like  sin; 
Then  go  to  bed,  git  up  an'  dress 

An'  eat  an'  work  ag'in. 
What's  all  this  thing  about?"  says  he. 

Says  I:     "Can't  tell  ye,  John; 
But,  as  for  me,  I  like  to  see, 

To  see  the  thing  go  on. 

"There  ain't  no  end  to  this  machine, 

An'  no  man  hereabout. 
So  fur  as  I  have  ever  seen, 

Can  tell  what  it  grinds  out; 
Its  belts  are  hitched  to  far-off  gears, 

Far  out  be-end  the  sun. 
An'  I've  no  doubt  'twill  run  for  years 

The  way  it  alius  run." 
"But  what's  the  thing  about?"  says  he: 

Says  I,  "Can't  tell  ye,  John; 
But,  as  for  me,  I  like  to  see, 

To  see  the  thing  go  on." 

"^''  'Tis  day  an'  night  an'  night  an'  day. 

The  same  ol'  thing."  says  John. 
"I  guess  it  is,"  says  I,  "but  say, 

Let's  watch  the  thing  go  on; 
Tor  all  the  grass  an'  things  that  grow, 

An'  stars,  it  seems  to  me, 
Are  jest  a  free-for-nothin'  show. 

For  us  deadheads  to  sec. 
An'  I  ain't  tired  of  it  yit. 

It's  pretty  middlin',  John: 
An',  as  for  me,  I  like  to  see, 

To  see  the  thing  go  on. 

*T  like  to  see  the  thing,   my  friend, 
'Tis  healthy  sport  for  man. 
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Though  I  can't  tell  ye  where  "t  will  end. 

Nor  where  the  thing  began," 
"What's   all  the  thing  about?'"     "Dunno: 

"Tis   fun  enough  for  me 
To  jest  lay.  Uack  an    see  the  show 

An'  wonder;  yes,   sir-ee! 
An'  so  I  guess  that  we  are  here, 

An'  that's  our  business.  John, 
To    vvork  an"  git   ourselves  in  gear 

To  help  the  thing  go  on." 

— Sam  Walter  Fo; 


One  of  the  mysteries  of  life  we  all  of  us  admit,  is 
how  we  gather  rings  of  keys  and  don't  know  what 
they  fit. 


She — I  don't  care  mnch  for  canoeing.. 

He— Why  not? 

She — Because  vou  have  to  sit  tandem  all  the  time. 


"Care  to   our   coi^n   adds   a    nail,"   they   say;   but 
"tisn't  care  that  makes  a  wheel  decav. 


"A.t  what  age  should  a  person  give  up  cyclin?;^'* 
was  a  query  ptit  recently  to  the  cycle  noter  of  the 
People,  and  the  latter  replied  that  so  long  as  the 
rider  had  health  and  a  moderate  amount  of  strength 
there  was  no  age  limit.  That  is  perfectly  true_ 
The  late  Major  Knox  Holmes  rode  in  a  race  with 
Lacy  Hillier  when  he  was  over  eighty  years  of  age, 
the  handicap  being  based  on  the  difference  in  ages 
between  the  two  men.  The  veteran  won.  At  the 
same  time  this  was  an  extreme  case,  for  he  must 
have  incurred  very  great  risk  of  heart  injury.  As  a 
man  gets  older  the  blood-vessel >  lose  their  elasticity^ 
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but  the  penot!  differs  greatly  accurdiiig  to  circum- 
stances, and  what  would  be  dangerous  in  one  case  is 
safe  in  another.  To  be  on  the  safe  side  a  man 
should  begin  to  use  caution  when  he  is  past  the  half 
century,  and  wdien  he  has  reached  sixty  years  he 
should  be  exceedingly  careful  as  regards  the  riding 
of  hills  and  should  invariably  dismount  when  the 
work  becomes  so  hard  as  to  ailect  heart  and  lungs. 
In  the  case  of  a  very  old  man  nothing  but  pottering 
should  be  indulged  in,  and  all  but  comparatively 
moderate  hills  should  be  walked. — Irish  Cvclist. 


WAR^l  WEATHER. 

^^'hat's   the  use   a-workni", 

What's  the  use? 
Folks  kin  live  by  shirkin', 

What's  the  use? 
What's  the  use  a-tuggin', 
What's  the  use  a-luggin". 
Life   warn't  made  fur  pkiggin', 

What's  the  use? 

What's  the  use  to  worry. 

What's  the  use? 
\Miat's  the  use  to  hurrv, 

What's  the  use? 
Take  your  time  a-settin' 
On  the  fence  a-lettin' 
Others  do  the  frettin'. 

What's  the  use? 

What's  the  use  to  labor. 

What's  the  use? 
Borry  frum  your  neighbor. 

What's  the  use? 
P'raps  the  world  don't  need  you, 
But  don't  let  it  bleed  you. 
Make  it  clothe  an"  feed  3-ou; 

^^'hat's  the  use? 
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The  news  that  men's  spring  wear  will  be  higher 
m  1913  will  set  many  a  man  to  an  early  and  prayer- 
ful examination  of  his  winter  suit  with  the  hope  that 
it  may  prove  seaworthy  for  another  season.  But 
then,  some  of  us  may  have  to  recall  the  old  .saying, 
— ■"The  higher,  the  fewer." 


President  Kelley  of  the  Boston  Bi  Club  is,  per- 
haps, wheeling  in  England.  He  left  us  in  bad  shape, 
with  a  swollen  ankle,  when  he  sailed,  and  had  to 
take  crutches  with  him.  He  hoped  that  long  days 
of  laziness  with  his  foot  in  a  steamer-chair  position, 
-with  salt  water  bathing  every  day  (in  a  tub,  not 
overside)  would  put  him  on  both  feet  again,  so  that 
he  might  begin  his  wheeling  at  Liverpool.  Hope  he 
-will  not  get  anklicized  in  the  mother  country. 


They  call  it  an  "Aviette."  It  is  a  combination 
"bicycle  and  flying  machine.  Gabriel  Poulain,  a 
French  cyclist,  has  won  the  championship  of  the 
world  by  covering  a  distance  of  11  feet  and  to 
inches.  But  then,  a  man  can  jump  twice  the  dis- 
tance. 


llie  American  bic}'cle  team  won  third  place  in  the 
Stockholm  Olympic  cycle  road  race  of  200  miles. 
Sweden,  first;  England,  second;  America,  third. 
The  margin  for  second  place  was  close  between  the 
English  and  American  riders,  but  three  minutes,  six- 
teen and  one-tenth  seconds  separated  them  in  the 
team  aggregate  of  riding  times  made.  And  the  race 
was  no  w^alk-over  for  the  winning  team,  as  but  nine 
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minutes  and  four  seconds  was  the  separating  mark 
between  the  combined  times  of  the  Swedish  contin- 
gent and  the  EngHsh  team. 


Gov.  Foss.  of  Massachusetts,  has  appointed  Judge 
Josiah  S.  Dean,  of  ours,  a  member  of  the  Licensing 
Board  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Mayor  Fitzgerald, 
when  informed  of  Judge  Dean's  appointment  said 
that  it  was  ideal  and  that  the  city  of  Boston  was  in- 
deed fortunate  to  have  such  a  man  on  this  highly 
important  board.  Dean  is  of  the  law  firm  of  Dean 
&  Cushman.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Benjamin 
Dean,'  and  qualified  to  follow^  his  father  in  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law  at  the  Harvard  Law  School.  He 
was  a  wheelman  before  he  was  a  lawyer  and  was  one 
of  the  "Fortunate  Five"  wheelmen  who  toured  Eng- 
land in  1881,  was  on  the  first  Wheel  About  the  Hub, 
the  first  100  mile  club  run  in  America,  the  first  club 
tricvcle  run  in  America,  and  was  in  the  early  days  a 
racing  man  in  club  contests.  He  was  on  the  first 
list  of  members  taken  by  the  L.  A.  W.  and  has  al- 
ways occupied  a  prominent  place  in  cycling  affairs. 
Everyone  knows  and  respects  "Joe  Dean,"  and  over 
across  the  pond  he  is  known  as  ''London  W."  an 
early  writer  in  the  cycling  press. 


The  Newton  Bicycle  Club  held  its  208th  meeting 
at  the  Point  Shirley  Club  on  July  20.  The  club  was 
the  guest  of  President  Fuller.  A  kindly  message,  in 
verse,  was  sent  from  the  table  to  Arthur  P.  Benson, 
at  Faulkner  Hospital,  where  he  was  just  safely  over 
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an  operation,  and  it  was  signed  by  all  present. 
There  are  no  dams  like  Shirley  clams  and  the  club 
chef  is  a  past  master  with  fishes  and  things.  This 
is  the  club  that  has  four  banquets  a  year  and  doesn't 
think  thev  come  too  often. 


Kenneth  A.  Libby,  of  Winchester,  ^lass.,  com- 
pleted, what  might  be  called  a  blind  run,  last  month. 
He  is  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  started  out  on 
his  bicycle  and  very  soon  lost  his  way.  He  spent 
two  days  and  two  nights  looking  for  his  home  and 
finahy  turned  up  at  Lonsdale,  R.  I.  The  lad  slowly 
pedalled  his  bicycle  into  Lonsdale  after  dark  and 
almost  fell  off  the  wheel  in  front  of  a  Lonsdale 
boarding  house.  Standing  outside  the  door  were 
some  men,  including  a  poHceman.  who  ran  forward 
when  they  saw  that  the  youngster  was  staggering 
and  about  to  fall.  Young-  Libby  showed  signs  of 
his  experiences.  His  face  was  drawn  with  hunger 
and  exposure,  his  eyes  were  heavy  from  lack  of 
sleep,  and  his  whole  figure  bespoke  utter  fatigue. 
The  bicycle  was  covered  with  mud.  After  he  had 
been  taken  into  the  boarding  house  and  been  given 
a  meal,  he  w^as  pressed  to  give  an  account  of  himself. 
He  seemed  bewildered  and  was  so  tired  that  he  kept 
dropping  off  to  sleep  as  questions  were  put  to  him. 
Of  his  experience  since  he  wandered  away  he  could 
give  no  connected  account,  simply  sr^ying  that  he 
had  kept  traveling  in  the  hope  that  he  would  finally 
reach  home,  and  stating  that  it  had  rained  very 
heavilv,    and   he   had   been    soaked.      Meantime   the 
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police  of  Winchester,  the  iire  department  and  very 
many  citizens  had  been  searchin?-  and  draR'srinsf 
ponds  for  liim. 


The  bicycHng-  exploits  of  Alvey  A.  Adee,  second 
assistant  Secretary  of  State  and  our  only  permanent 
diplomat,  are  recalled  to  mind  by  his  arrival  home 
from  Europe.  Mr.  Adee  is"  nearly  seventy  years  of 
age,  and  this  spring  and  summer  covered  almost 
1, 800  miles  in  Germany.  As  his  hearing  is  not  good 
and  he  often  rides  in  the  evening,  his  success  in 
cycHng  without  accident  is  remarkable.  About  ten 
years  ago  he  did  meet  with  an  accident  in  Washing- 
ton which  spoiled  his  winter,  but  this  is  the  only  one 
of  the  sort  in  his  record.  In  m.any  respects  Mr. 
Adee  is  a  unique  character  and  is  really  the  most 
useful  man,  armed  with  the  most  useful  information-, 
of  any  public  man  in  Washington.  Other  officials 
in  his  department  come  and  go,  but  he  stays  on  for- 
ever. On  his  recent  trip  he  traveled  nearly  1,800 
miles  on  his  bicycle,  his  itinerary  covering  a  large 
loop  which  began  and  ended  at  Havre.  Consul- 
General  and  Mrs.  Thackera,  stationed  at  Berlin,  ac- 
companied Mr.  Adee  through  a  great  part  of  bis 
trip. 


The  price  of  gasoline  is  chasing  everything  else 
upward.  It  has  an  idea  that  automobihsts  will  catch 
it  at  any  height. 

Thev  call  it  ''petrol"  in  England,  and  all  grades 
are  called  the  same.    We  like  our  American  classifi- 
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cation — gasoline,   naphtha,    kerosene.      Each   grade 
has  its  uses. 


The  girl  who  delights  in  keeping  a  man  on  the 
rack  may  find  herself  later  on  the  shelf. 


NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  MEETING. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly,  L.  A.  W'.. 
will  be  held  Sept  12th,  at  Hotel  Dreyfus,  6  Beach  St.,  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  A  dinner,  for  those  who 
choose  to  attend,  will  be  served  at  6  p.  m.,  $1.25  per  plate. 
Notify  the  Secretary  if  you  will  eat  with  us  and  drop  in  at 
8  p.  m.  if  not  hungry.  Ballots  for  ofhcers  have  been  sent 
to  delegates.  Abbot  Bassett, 

Secretar>'-Treasurer. 


William  H.  E^dmands 

Optician 


R^ooxn   31 

31  'West  Street  -      -  Boston 

elevator 
TelepKone  4387  W  Oxford 


A.   W.   FLINT  A.  G.  FISHKR 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn, 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  5tageing^ 

Carpenters  Brackets,   Porch  Chairs,   Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Augustus     Nickerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel   B.   Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R^ooxn  70s,  KxcHange  Building 

53  State  street.    -    Boston*  Mass. 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS    AGENCY   furnishes    a    means    by    which  any  person, 
desiring  to   subscribe   for   various    Magazines   or   News- 
papers,   may   do   so    with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense.      To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions.,  it  offers  peculiar  facilities. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  which  we  offer  by 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  can  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  generally  at  a  discount  from  full 
price. 

Send  for  our  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonviile,  Mass. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magazine  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  inediuni  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men. «.  Our  rates  :—$lM  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879. 

Vol.  lo.     No.  7  SEPTEMBER,   1912  5  Cents 


SEPTEMBER,   AUTUMN'S   GRACIOUS    GIFT, 
IS  HERE. 


The  finest  cycling  month  of  all  the  year. 


Let  those  now  ride  who  never  rode  before. 


And  those  who  always  ride  now  ride  the  more. 


When  roads  are  right  the  load  is  Hght. 


The  horse  trader  likes  to  drive  a  good  bargain. 


The  bicycle  is   a  transportable  gymnasium.     Did 
you  ever  think  of  that? 


They  make  a  fine  distinction  in  the  horse  world 
between  riding  and  driving.  He  rides  on  horseback 
and  he  drives  from  the  carriage  seat.  Why  not 
make  the  same  distinction  in  the  bicycle  w^orld?  He 
rides  a  w^heel  who  propels  it  himself.  He  drives  a 
wheel  who  drives  the  engine  that  propels  it.  There 
is  a  difference  and  there  should  be  a  distinction. 
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The  London  Daily  ]\Iirror  states  that  the  aris- 
tocracy has  taken  to  cycUng  again,  "almost  as 
keenly  as  in  1896."  The  reason  given  is  that  the  use 
of  the  bicycle  has  been  recommended  by  prominent 
Harley  Street  medicoes  as  the  best  possible  means 
of  overcoming  the  ill  effects  of  excessive  motoringi 


Massachusetts  passed  a  wide  tire  law  several  years 
ago,  but  it  is  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  books.  It 
has  been  found  that  it  is  the  sucking  wheel  and  not 
the  cutting-in  wheel  that  injures  the  roads.  A  light 
law  for  all  vehicles  has  been  passed  and  it  is  com- 
plied with  by  about  one  in  five  of  horse-drawn 
vehicles. 


We  are  quite  ready  to  call  this  our  "Resurrection 
Number,"  since  it  brings  up  both  Potter  and  Bid- 
well.     Thev  used  to  work  side  by  side,  but  now  the 


The  old  Waltham  cycle  track  is  now  an  open  field 
where  the  boys  play  base  ball  to  the  delight  of  on- 
lookers from  the  old  grand  stand. 


A  race  on  the  ordinary  bicycle  was  one  of  the  ex- 
traordinary  features  of  a  race  meeting  of  champions 
at  Heme  Hill  England,  Sept.  14.  It  cannot  be  put 
down  and  out  forever. 


John    A.    Wherry,    Xo.    955,    of    Pittsburg,    Pa., 
writes  a  line  with  his  renewal.     "I  don't  intend  to 
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give  up  my  League  membership  yet  awhile.  I  don't 
ride  much,  but  will  stay,  with  you  a  while  longer.  I 
am  75  years  old,  but  can  ride  as  well  as  a  kid  of  ten 
years."  Here's  hoping  he  may  live  many  years 
longer  and  put  a  lot  of  riding  into  every  one  of 
them. 


A  new  electric  bicycle  lamp  has  been  introduced  in 
Amsterdam,  for  which  electricity  is  generated  by  the 
operation  of  the  bicycle.  A  small  wheel  attached  to 
the  shaft  of  the  dynamo  rests  on  the  front  or  rear 
wheel  of  the  bicycle,  making  many  revolutions  for 
each  one  made  by  the  larger  wheel.  When  the  lamp 
is  not  needed,  the  little  wheel  can  be  sent  free  from 
the  bicycle  wheel  by  a  lever.  A  very  powerful  light 
is  obtained  at  a  speed  of  15  kilometers  (9.32  miles) 
an  hour,  but  suf^cient  light  is  obtained  at  even  less 
speed. 


Riding  pillion  on  a  motorcycle  is  not  to  be  allowed 
in  Milwaukee.  The  pillion  seat  is  rigged  up  over  the 
back  wheel,  and  the  lady  (it  is  generally  a  lady)  sits 
facing  sideways.  It  is  a  development  of  the  idea  of 
taking  a  passenger  tandem  on  the  carrier,  but  has 
the  disadvantage  that  the  passenger  has  not  nearly 
as  good  means  for  retaining  his  or  her  place  in  the 
pillion  seat  or  for  escaping  from  it  when  occasion 
arises,  as  when  sitting  astride  the  carrier.  City 
Clerk  Leuch  of  Milwaukee  thus  states  his  objection 
to  the  practice:  "The  question  involved  is  not  only 
one  of  safetv  but   of  decencv.     In  the  course   of  a 
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short  trip  through  one  of  our  city  parks  on  Sunday 
I  saw  no  less  than  fifteen  youths  driving  motorcycles 
at  the  greatest  speed  the  law  allows,  with  girls  cling- 
ing to  them  in  the  intimate  manner  required  when 
two  people  try  to  occupy  a  space  arranged  for  one. 
No  man  can  drive  an  automiobile  \yith  a  girl's  arms 
around  his  neck  or  stomach,  to  say  nothing  of  a  .two- 
wheeled  vehicle,  where  absolute  equilibrium  and  con- 
trol must  be  maintained  constantly." 

Isn't  it  queer  that  a  man  should  say  in  one  breath 
that  a  thing  cannot  be  done,  and  in  the  next  tell  of 
seeing  it  done.  And  the  doer  not  only  does  it  but 
enjoys  it.  It  almost  seems  that  we  should  like  to  do 
it  ourselves  if  we  could  pick  our  companion. 


Our  old  friend,  George  R.  Bidwell,  who  has  been 
out  of  sight  for  several  years,  regrets  his  inability  to 
be  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  L.  A.  W.  "I  certainly 
was  glad  to  get  a  line  from  you.  The  old  friends 
after  all  are  the  most  enduring.  I  wish  I  might  at- 
tend the  dinner,  although  I  suppose  I  would  be  a 
stranger  to  all  except  Gideon  and  yourself."  Oh  no, 
George!  There  will  be  a  lot  of  old  timers, — Belding, 
Stall,  Obermayer,  Elmer  Whitney,  Frisbie,  Hale, 
George  L.  Cooke  and  many  others.  Bidwell  is  with 
the  Utility  Car  Co.  and  seems  to  be  once  more  in  the 
game. 


ISAAC  B.  POTTER,  VETERAN 


We  know  very  well  that  everyone  who  was  in  the 
struggle  with  his  coat  off  and  his  sleeves  rolled  up, 
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that  time  we  were  pushing  for  good  roads,  wdll  be 
glad  to  hear  from  the  commander  of  our  forces  at 
that  time,  the  only  Isaac  B.  Potter.  Being  an  ex- 
President  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  he  is  ex-officio  a  member 
of  the  National  Assembly,  and  we  succeeded  in  dig- 
ging him  out  of  his  obscurity  with  an  invitation  to 
be  with  us  at  the  annual  meeting  and  to  play  with  a 
knife  and  fork  at  the  banquet. 

Here  is  what  he  has  to  say  in  response: 

"Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Aug.  15,  1912. 

"My  Dear  Abbot: — Alay  God  bless  you  for  send- 
ing me — away  out  in  this  distant  neck  o'  the  w^oods 
— those  prmted  reminders  of  the  September  meet- 
ing. They  bring  back  vivid  memories  of  the  old 
days;  and  how^  I  should  hke  to  be  w-ith  you  at  Boston, 
next  month.  Occasionally  I  am  cheered  by  the  sight 
of  one  of  the  old  boys  whom  I  knew,  and  more  often 
by  old  L.  A.  W.  members  who  live  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia, and  w^ho  have  not  lost  the  old  fraternal  inter- 
est. Last  month  A.  G.  Batchelder  was  here  for  a 
day  or  two.  He  took  luncheon  w4th  me  at  the  Uni- 
versity Club,  and  gave  me  a  lot  of  news  from  the  old 
home  State.  He  isn't  a  minute  older  than  when  I 
saw  him  in  New  York,  four  years  ago.  The  same 
sane,  interesting,  genial,  companionable  "Batch." 
Ten  days  ago  he  wrote  me  a  short  letter  from  New^ 
York,  enclosing  the  June  copy  of  Bassett's  "Scrap 
Book,"  w"hich  of  course  I  read  with  no  less  interest 
because  it  informs  me  that  my  old  friend  Berger  is  in 
town.  I  shall  look  him  up.  A  few^  wrecks  ago  I 
called  on  Frank  H.  Kerrigan,  at  San  Francisco.    He 
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is  now  a  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Appeals. 
You  will  recall  him  as  the  California  Chief  Consul  in 
the  stormy  period  of  1897  when  the  question  of  Sun- 
day race-meets  was  paramount  in  California.  Kerri- 
gan was  loyal  then,  and  did  much  to  keep  the  ballast 
in  the  right  place.  I  had  known  him  so  well  as  a 
correspondent  in  the  old  days  that  it  did  me  good  to 
meet  him  personally,  and  I  hope  to  get  up  to  San 
Francisco  this  fall  to  attend  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
wheelmen  of  that  city. 

"Well,  my  letter  will  soon  get  away  from  me  if  I 
'  don't  put  on  the  brakes.  It  was  only  my  intention  to 
thank  you  and  to  say  that  I  think  of  you  very  often 
and  would  enjoy  nothing  so  much  as  the  opportunity 
of  again  meeting  you  and  the  old  League  friends  in 
the  East.  Remember  me  to  all  of  them.  Their  work 
has  made  the  country  greater  and  better,  and  if  any 
of  you  ever  travel  in  this  direction  I  hope  you  will 
honor  me  by  making  your  presence  known. 
"With  kindest  regards, 

"I.  B.  Potter." 


After  the  death  of  Wilbur  Wright  a  number  of  the 
directors  of  the  Wright  Company  of  New  York, 
such  men  as  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Theodore  P. 
Shonts,  Andrew  Freedman  and  August  Belmont, 
concluded  that  the  interests  of  aeronautical  science 
would  be  best  served  if  Orville  Wright  would  fly  no 
more.  They  requested  Wright  to  pledge  himself  not 
to  fly  anv  more,  but  he  promptly  and  good  naturedly 
declined  and  left  the  citv. 
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A  WHEF.LING  SONG. 


A  wing  for  a  bird,  a  fin  for  a  fish, 
And  a  sail  for  the  boat  on  the  sea. 
To  each  his  need  and  to  all  their  wish, 
A  wheel  is  the  mount  for  me. 
When  the  sprockets  purr 
And  the  pedals   whirr, 
A  wheel  is  the  mount  for  me! 

Steam  for  the  car  and  a  horse  for  the  cart 
And  a  seat  for  the  feeble  of  knee. 
Let  those  who  will  play  the  lazy  part, 
A  wheel  is  the  mount  for  me. 
When  the  sprockets  purr 
And  the  pedals  whirr, 
A  wheel  is  the  mount  for  me! 

Swift  as  a  wing  and  as  quick  as  a  fin, 
And  as  silent  as  sails  far  at  sea, 
And  strong  as  the  cart  which  you  are  in 
Is  the  wheel  that  carries  me. 
When  the  sprockets  purr 
And  the  pedals  whirr, 
A  wheel  is  the  mount  for  me: 

Ere  you  start  your  steam   or  hitch  up  your  horse, 
Ere  you  spread  out  your  sail  to  the  breeze, 
I'll  reach  the  end  of  a  five  mile  course 
With  a  wheel  between  my  knees. 
While  the  sprockets  purr 
And  the  pedals  whirr, 
On  the  wheel  between  my  knees. 

— James   Clarence  Jones. 


Assistant  Secretary  Adee  of  the  State  Department 
has  recently  returned  from  his  annual  bicycle  trip  in 
France.  He  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  the  vet- 
eran loyal  legion  of  wheelmen,  and  in  his  seventieth 
year  enjoys  the  cycle  as  much  as  ever. 
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After  his  return  he  met  a  friend  whom  he  had  not 
seen  for  several  years,  who  exclaimed:  "Why  you 
look  the  picture  of  perfect  health.  What  tonic  do 
you  use?" 

Adee  replied,  "Iron.'*' 

"In  what  form?" 

"In  the  form  of  a  bicycle." 

Mr.  Adee  writes:  "The  New  York  Herald  had  an 
article  about  my  trip  in  which  it  made  the  startling 
assertion  that  I  rode  over  i,8oo  moles." 


There  are  others  than  us  who  believe  there  is  a 
place  now  for  the  long  ago  discarded  tricycle.  Here 
is  what  the  Irish  Cyclist  says: 

"Elderly  people  generally  find  mounting  and  dis- 
mounting- difficult,  and,  of  course,  a  fall  is  a  serious 
consideration.  A  broken  limb  at  such  an  age  may 
end  fatally  or  permanently  cripple  the  rider.  For 
these  reasons  we  have  always  thought  that  the 
tricycle  is  the  most  suitable  machine  for  a  man  of 
over  sixty.  The  absence  of  the  necessity  for  balanc- 
ing renders  it  possible  to  go  at  a  very  slow  pace 
without  inconvenience,  and,  of  course,  the  difficulty 
as  regards  mounting  and  dismounting  is  entirely  ob- 
viated. As  a  matter  of  fact,  for  an  elderly  rider  a 
light  tricycle  would,  we  should  think,  involve  less 
labor  than  a  bicycle.  It  is  extraordinary  how  effi- 
cient these  machines  are  as  has  been  proved  by  the 
feats  of  young  men  whose  performances  compare 
favorablv  wath  bicvcle  riders. 
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"In  England  there  are  quite  a  number  of  crack 
riders  who  still  use  the  three-wheeler,  and  find  it  an 
admirable  machine  for  touring  purposes.  They  ex- 
perience no  difficulty  in  keeping  up  on  club  runs, 
even  when  the  pace  is  hot  and  the  distance  long.  On 
the  several  occasions  on  which  we  have  taken  part  in 
Anfield  tours  there  have  always  been  tricyclists,  and 
they  were  well  able  to  hold  their  own.  Up  hills  they 
set  a  pace  which  gave  us  quite  enough  to  do  to  main- 
tain, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  behind  a  three- 
Avheeier  the  shelter  is  very  ample  indeed.  As  a  rule 
these  tricyclists  rode  in  close  order,  their  steering 
wheels  almost  touching  the  axles  of  the  machines  in 
front,  in  fact,  that  they  did  frequently  touch  was  in- 
dicated by  the  polished  sections  on  the  axles.  On 
our  last  tour  with  this  club  four  of  these  machines 
thus  observing  close  order  with  the  editorial  tandem 
tucked  in  close  behind  the  last  one  gave  the  impres- 
sion of  a  huge  multi-cycle.  They  all  seemed  to  form 
part  of  a  united  whole." 


Eight  wheelmen  from  St.  Louis  have  been  touring 
in  Yellowstone  Park.  H.  G.  Wolzendorf  writes  us 
that  the  roads  were  dusty  but  the  riding  good.  The 
party,  consisting  of  H.  G.  Wolzendorf,  T.  N.  Davis, 
H.  W.  Lang,  A.  P.  Laing,  R.  M.  B.  Tidd,  Carl  Lin- 
denschmidt,  Ered  W.  Hunicke  and  C.  L.  Barr,  spent 
seven  days  of  the  tour  seenig  the  park  on  their  bicy- 
cles. Plenty  of  cameras  were  taken,  and  it  is 
planned  to  have  some  lantern  slides  made  to  illus- 
trate the  story  of  the  trip  at  the  next  club  meeting. 
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Leigh  Carpenter,  an  automobilist  offers  the  fol- 
lowing symphony  for  the  consideration  of  autoists: 
*'Teach  us  to  drive  through  Hfe  without  skidding  into 
other  people's  business.  Preserve  our  brake  Hning 
that  we  may  stop  before  we  are  ditched.  Help  us 
to  find  the  knocks  in  our  own  motors  and  harken 
not  so  much  to  the  clashing  of  the  other  man's 
gears.  Teach  us  that  lying  about  sales  is  not  sales- 
manship. Lead  us  not  into  the  temptation  of  joy- 
riding with  other  men's  wives,  and  do  the  same  for 
our  wives.  Keep  the  screws  in  our  head  as  tight  as 
we  would  like  to  have  the  screws  in  our  automobiles 
and  never  let  us  overlook  the  fact  that  people  who 
live  in  gasoHne  houses  should  not  throw  lighted 
matches  around  other  people's  houses." 


An  English  magistrate  has  decided  that  a  Chinese 
lantern  suspended  from  the  handlebar  of  a  bicycle 
does  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  lighting-up 
law.  It  seems  that  the  view  taken  by  the  magistrate 
was  that  as  the  lantern  was  only  hanging  from  the 
bicycle  by  a  piece  of  string  it  could  not  be  regarded 
as  being  attached  to  the  machine! 


"The  Scorcher"  of  the  "Irish  Cychst"  has  been 
scorching  after  our  Kelley.     Just  hear  him: — 

''Has  anyone  here  seen  Kelley?  No;  not  Kelly 
from  the  Isle  of  Man,  but  Kelley  from  Boston, 
Kelley  the  President  of  the  Boston  B.  C,  Kelley 
who  wrote  m.e  that  nice  letter  from  the  Hub  that  I 
mentioned  a  few  weeks  ago.     Since  this  greatest  of 
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all  the  Kelleys  arrived  in  Europe,  he  and  I  have  been 
playing  a  game  of  hide  and  seek.  When  I  first 
looked  for  him  he  had  gone  to  Eastbourne.  When 
he  returned  to  London  and  looked  for  me  T  had 
gone  to  Ireland.  When  I  had  got  back  and  looked 
for  him  again,  he  had  gone  to  Liverpool  (having  also 
had  a  turn  at  Hamburg).  W^here  he  is  now  I  don't 
know;  but  as  I  am  just  off  to  the  East  Coast  for  a 
few  days,  I  daresay  that  he  is  hurrying-  back  to  Lon- 
don; and  by  the  time  I  am  home  again,  he  will  have 
vanished  to  Siberia  or  Constantinople  or  Andalusia 
or  Helsingfors  or  Aberdeen  or  Ballyderrydruma- 
gulya — there's  no  knowing  where  he  will  disappear 
to.  That's  why  I  ask  if  you  happen  to  have  seen 
him.  If  you  see  him  again  you  might  just  mention 
the  matter  to  him.  You'll  easily  know  him.  He 
wears  a  touring  suit  and  a  soft  hat  and  he  has  the 
Kelley  eye.     You  couldn't  mistake  him  anywhere." 


The  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift,  but  they  have 
a  better  chance  of  winning  a  bride  on  the  way. 
Henry  E.  Wood,  a  Texas  cow-puncher,  was  so  far 
ahead  in  a  bicycle  contest  from  Houston,  Texas,  to 
New  York,  that  he  had  time  to  woo  and  win  Miss 
Florence  Barry  in  Rochester,  and  now,  the  marriage 
over,  he  will  proceed  as  a  certain  winner.  Wood 
met  Miss  Barry  in  the  reception  committee  which 
greeted  him  on  his  arrival. 


Joseph  Pennell,  after  visiting  Boston  on  a  sketch- 
ing tour,  has  returned  to  Philadelphia  complaining 
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of  wasted  time.  He  is  quorc-d  as  saving:  "Tliere 
may  be  some  things  in  Boston  worth  reproducing, 
but  not  the  swagger  things  one  finds  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Chicago  and  Pittsburg.  It  is  all  so  ter- 
ribh^  flat.     There  are  no  vistas." 

Is  Boston,  with  its  three  hills,  to  be  called  "flat"' 
in  comparison  with  Chicago  and  the  rest?  But  then, 
we  know  Penned  for  a  chronic  kicker.  He  w^as  one 
of  us  in  the  beginning  and  was  such  a  confirmed 
growler  at  things  that  we  never  took  him  seriously. 
It  W'as  always  to  laugh  W'hen  Pennell  broke  loose. 
Boston,  built  upon  three  hills,  can  laugh  at  the  man 
who  calls  her  "flat." 


With  the  approval  given  her  first  big  construcrive 
work  by  the  Alassachusetts  Hig'hway  Commission, 
Miss  Eva  Cressey,  the  25-year-old  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Walter  Cressey  of  Gloucester,  Mass.,  now 
enjoys  the  novel  distinction  of  being  New  England's 
only  practical  woman  road  builder. 

]\Iiss  Cressey's  father  is  one  of  this  city's  most 
prominent  contractors  and  has  undertaken  consider- 
able w^ork  for  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commis- 
sion. The  young  woman  has  always  taken  an  ani- 
mated interest  in  her  father's  work  and  has  acted  as 
his  ''right-hand  man"  on  many  big  jobs.  Recently 
Mr.  Cressey  was  called  to  New  Hampshire  to  per- 
sonally supervise  a  big  contract,  leaving  two  or  three 
contracts  pending  in  Massachusetts.  One  of  these 
was  on  a  road  at  the  entrance  to  this  city,  and  with- 
out the  least  hesitation  ^liss  Cressey  jumped  in  to 
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fill  the  breach,  taking  personal  charge  of  every  detail, 
even  to  the  laying  of  each  load  of  stone. 

Every  morning  she  was  on  the  job  with  the  earli- 
est of  the  laborers  and  worked  each  day  without  a 
let-up.  When  the  road  was  finished  Miss  Cressey 
was  complimented  on  all  sides,  many  declaring  that 
the  work  would  have  done  credit  to  a  first-class 
engineer. 


That  it  must  have  been  of  the  proprietor  of  a  cycle 
car  that  Kipling — in  a  prophetic  mood,  no  doubt — 
wrote:  ''The  owner  of  this  class  of  vehicle  is  rated 
neither  with  the  angels  nor  the  devils." 


The  Princess  Royal,  of  Great  Britain,  apd  her  two 
daughters,  have  purchased  Humber  bicycles  for  their 
own  use.  Will  Mrs.  Taft,  ''the  first  lady  of  the  land," 
observe  and  do  likewise?  Miss  Helen  rides  a  horse, 
but  horses  are  back  numbers  nowadays.  The  wheel- 
man's vote  is  a  large  one  and  presidential  candidates 
have  been  known  to  bid  for  it. 


Thomas  W.  Davis  of  Peoria,  111.,  Life  Member 
191  of  the  L.  A.  W.  and  84  years  of  age,  has  covered 
some  ground  on  a  bicycle  since  he  took  to  the  sport 
at  the  "''youthful"  age  of  60.  Davis  has  kept  an 
account  of  his  mileage  since  he  started  cycling  on 
the  old-fashioned  "ordinary,"  and  figures  show  a 
grand  total  of  over  140,000  miles  covered  by  this 
devotee  of  the  two-wheeler.  Davis  took  up  cycling 
at  an  age  when  most  men  rehnquish  strenuous  ef- 
forts.   Since  taking  to  cycling  there  has  seldom  been 
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a  day,  weather  permitting,  that  he  has  not  taken  a 
ride,  and  in  quite  a  few  of  these  years  he  has  cov- 
ered between  6,000  and  12,000  miles.  Even  at  the 
present  day  he  manages  to  add  at  least  3,000  miles 
to  his  score  each  year.  In  1907  he  rode  12,665  "liles, 
which  w^as  his  best  yearly  total,  while  between  1896 
and  1900  he  had  covered  55,000  miles. 

Davis  has  a  trunk  full  of  medals,  has  covered  18 
"centuries"  and,  in  his  24  years  of  riding,  has  com- 
pletely worn  cut  eleven  bicycles. 

Air.  Davis  has  designed,  and  had  carved  in  marble, 
the  tombstone  which  he  intends  shall  stand  over  his 
grave.  It  has  upon  it  a  bicycle  of  marble  and  an 
appropriate  inscription. 


William  H.  Edmands 

Optician 


R^oom   31 

31  'West  Street  -      -  Boston 

£.levat6x* 
TelepKoxie  4387  W  Oxford 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing^ 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Augustus     Nickerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel   B,   Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R.oom  708,  KxcHange  Building 

53  State  Street,    -    Boston,  Mass, 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently. 
Carried  Out. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS    AGENCY   furnishes    a    means    by    which  any  person, 
desiring  to   subscribe  for   various    Magazines   or   News- 
papers,   may   do    so    with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  a7id 
expense.      To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions,  it  offers  peculiar  facilities. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  whjch  we  offer  by 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  can  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publisheps  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  generally  at  a  discount  from  full 
price. 

Send  for  our  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville,  Mass. 


BaSSett'SSCi-apBooK 

A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-clasa 
advertising  niedmm  for  l)icycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-gl.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  $IM  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ouawa 

Vol.  10.     No.  8  OCTOBER,   1912  5  Cents 


NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  L.  A.  W. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly, 
L.  A.  W.  was  held  at  Hotel  Dreyfus,  Boston,  on 
Thursday  evening,  Sept.  12th.  A  very  substantial 
and  appetizing  repast  was  disposed  of  by  the  mem- 
bers before  proceeding  to  business. 

There  were  present,— Fred  Atwater,  President; 
Quincy  Kilby,  Vice-President;  Abbot  Bassett,  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer. From  Massachusetts, — Arthur  P, 
Benson,  W.  W.  Stall,  Chas.  C.  Ryder,  J.  Rush 
Green.  From  New  York, — Ex  President  C.  J. 
Obermayer  and  Ex  Vice-President  ML  M.  Belding, 
Jr.  From  Rhode  Island, — Ex  President  George  L. 
Cooke  and  Ex  Vice-President  Howard  L.  Perkins. 
From  Connecticut, — Alvah  G.  Fisher.  Also  59  rep- 
resented by  proxy. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  made  his  annual  report, 
as  follows: — 

One  year  of  the  L.  A.  W.  in  the  present  century 
is  very  much  like  another.  We  are  no  longer  mak- 
ing history.     No  longer  engaged  in  political  strife.. 
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No  longer  discussing  the  amateur  status  of  this  man 
or  that.  We  do  not  find  one  striking  event  follow- 
ing another  in  rapid  succession.  Nothing  to  wrangle 
over.  All  such  things  have  gone  down  the  back 
entry  of  time  and  within  our  jurisdiction  all  is  peace 
and  quiet,  and  decidedly  restful. 

Racing  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  When  the  racing 
men  left  us  they  removed  unceasing  war  to  their 
present  jurisdiction,  and  over  there  they  are  repeat- 
ing the  experiences  that  we  went  through  when  they 
were  children  of  ours.  Muscle  and  endurance  have 
given  place  to  machinery  and  the  old-time  club  in- 
terest and  the  personal  equation  as  well  as  the  graft 
we  know  and  recognize  no  more. 

We  remain  the  undisputed  pioneer  in  the  matter 
of  improved  highways,  and  the  active  force  that  per- 
suaded the  U.  S.  Government  to  take  up  the  work 
and  to  push  it  to  the  grand  success  that  it  has 
achieved.  The  automobile  and  the  motor-cycle  en- 
joy the  popular  favor  that  were  earlier  given  to  the 
wheel,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  these  new  favorites  of  the  public  are  in- 
debted very  largely  to  us  for  the  abihty  to  occupy 
the  place  they  have  gained,  for  nothing  that  the  in- 
ventor or  the  mechanic  have  done  for  them  begins 
to  compare  with  what  we  did  in  their  behalf  when 
we  gave  them  the  good  roads  that  now  obtain. 

Wheelmen's  rights  are  no  longer  in  question.  In 
1880,  when  the  L.  A.  W.  was  organized  at  New- 
port, we  had  to  get  a  special  permit  for  the  wheel- 
men to  ride  on  the  streets.    In  1883,  when  we  met  in 
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New  York  City,  we  had  to  procure  a  permit  to  ride 
the  wheel  in  Central  Park ;  and  for  several  years 
after  that  wheelmen  had  to  take  out  licenses  and 
wear  badges  in  order  to  ride  in  New  York's  only 
riding  place,  Central  Park;  and  this  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  no  other  pleasure  vehicles  were  restrained 
from  using  the  Park  roads.  We  went  to  the  courts, 
spent  $10,000,  and  failed  to  soften  the  hearts  of  the 
Park  Commissioners.  In  1887,  ^^^  t>y  Isaac  B.  Pot- 
ter, we  went  to  the  Legislature  and  pushed  through 
the  Liberty  Bill  which  opened  to  wheelmen  all  park.s- 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  other  vehicles 
could  be  used. 

Our  first  case  in  Massachusetts  was  that  of  four 
Brockton  wheelmen  who  were  arrested  for  riding 
the  wheel  on  Sunday.  And  now  we  can  ride  any- 
where and  everywhere  on  the  highways  of  our 
country. 

Touring  awheel  has  in  a  large  measure  gone  out. 
The  automobile  has  made  touring  much  easier,  and 
has  found  our  people  much  more  inclined  to  ease 
than  to  exercise.  We  are  getting  along  in  years  and^ 
as  age  steals  on,  timidity  comes  with  it,  and  the  pon- 
derous touring  cars,  rushing  at  great  speed,  are 
frightening  many  riders  from  the  highways.  And 
yet  we  have  on  our  roll  of  membership  four  men 
over  ninety  years  of  age  and  seven  over  eighty  who 
can  be  counted  among  the  most  constant  and  en- 
thusiastic wheelmen  that  we  may  find. 

The  free  transportation  as  baggage  was  a  thing 
we  strived  for  during  many  years,  and  the  laws  that 
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we  secured  are  still  upon  the  statute  books.  The 
railroads  no  longer  find  bicycles  a  burden  and  they 
live  up  to  the  law.  In  one  State,  Pennsylvania,  the 
railroads  bowed  to  the  popular  will  and  offered  to 
carry  wheels  free,,  and  so  a  law  was  deemed  to  be 
unnecessary.  It  was  a  mistake  to  accept  the  offer, 
for  nowi  these  roads  are  charging  for  wheels  and 
our  depleted  ranks  make  it  hopeless  for  us  to  enter 
upon  a  campaign  to  secure  a  compulsory  law. 

But,  the  greater  part  of  our  work  being  done,  shall 
we  dissolve  our  organization  and  no  longer  main- 
tain a  rallying  point  around  which  friends  may 
gather  to  celebrate  the  past  and  to  hold  the  friend- 
ships born  of  the  olden  time? 

In  a  position  to  know  and  feel  the  popular  pulse, 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  such  a  step  would  not 
"be  acceptable  to  a  large  majority  of  our  member- 
ship. The  love  lor  the  L.  A.  W.,  the  pride  in  its 
achievements,  and  that  grand  camaraderie  that  has 
held  us  together  for  so  many  years,  still  abides,  and 
as  it  shows  itself  in  the  official  correspondence,  it  is 
the  one  thing  that  dispels  the  gloom  that  would 
■otherwise  overshadow  the  work  at  headquarters,  and 
makes  the  position  of  your  Secretary-Treasurer  no 
less  pleasant  than  it  was  in  what  have  been  called 
the  boom  days,  although  the  emoluments  are  not  so 
great  and  have  at  present  the  nature  of  an  honor- 
arium. 

Our  membership  is  now  i,o68,  a  decrease  of  89 
from  that  of  a  year  ago. 

New  York,  250;  Mass.,  206:  Penn.,  189,  N.  J.,  ji; 
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R.  L,  47;  111.,  41;  Conn.,  41;  Ohio,  36;  Calif.,  21;  N. 
H.,  17;  Mo.,  16;  Mich.,  14;  D.  C,  10;  Ken.,  10;  Wis., 
10;  Iowa,  8;  Me.,  8;  Colo.,  7;  Indiana,  7;  Minn.,  5; 
W.  v.,  4;  Canada,  4;  Fla.,  3;  Kan.,  3;  Texas,  3; 
Idaho,  2;  Washn.,  2;  Phil.  Ids.,  2;  England,  2;  Del., 
i;  Geo.,  i;  La.,  i;  Mont.,  i;  N.  M.,  i;  No.  Caro.,  i; 
Ore.,  i;  Tenn.,  i;  Utah,  i;  Vt,  i;  Va.,  i;  Wyo.,  i; 
Hawaii,  i;  France,  i;  Jamaica,  i.    Total  1,068. 

We  have  lost  by  death  during  the  past  year,  3 
life  members: — 

J.  Mont  Tillman,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

Wm.  C.  Towen,  N.  Y.  City. 

Robert  C.  H.  Brock,  Phila.,  Pa. 

We  have  admitted  one  life  member,  transferred 
from  the  active  list. 

I  have  been  quite  interested  to  look  up  the  record 
of  application  for  membership  from  those  members 
who  remain  with  us.  Of  those  who  joined  the  L.  A. 
W.  in  the  several  years  we  now  hold  the  numbers 
that  I  give  below  by  decades : — 

1880 —  29    1890 —  47 1900 —  ID 

1881 —  24    1891 —  50  1901 —  II 

1882 —  15    i8g2 —  fyy 1902 —  2, 

1883—69    1893—52  1903—  4 

1884 —  29  1804 —  34  1904 —  I 

1885 —  42  T895 —  80  1905 —  5 

1886 —  59  1896—136  1906 —  6 

1887 —  25  1897 — 104  1907 —  I 

1889 —  34   1898 —  31    1908 —    7 

1890 —  46   1899 —  20   1909 —  10 

Total— 372  621  i,Y 
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It  will  be  seen  that  1,003  <^^t  o^  1,068  members 
date  from  years  of  the  last  century. 

The  Auditor  will  give  you  the  financial  figures.  It 
will  be  noted  that  the  subscription  account  from  Hfe 
members  raised  to  compensate  for  the  lack  of  sub- 
scriptions to  the  organ  which  goes  to  them  free  of 
charge  has  fallen  off  $22,  but  in  spite  of  this  de- 
crease our  capital  has  been  impaired  but  23  cents. 

We  can  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have  a  full 
treasury  and  minds  filled  with  enthusiasm  and 
loyalty.     What  better  assets  can  we  hope  for. 

The  Auditor,  George  W.  Nash,  reported  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Receipts: 
Balance  on  hand.  191 1    $80.76 

7  Applications  at  $1.00 7.00 

780  Renewals  at  $1.00 780.00 

I   Life  member 10.00 

Subscriptions  to  organ   2.00 

Gifts  from  life  members 87.50 

$967.26 
Pavments: 

Expenses $164.65 

Sec.-Treas 200.08 

Organ 397-50 

Paid  subscriptions  for  life  members 124.50 

$886.73 
Balance  on   hand    80.53 

$967.26 
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Report  accepted. 

The   annual   election   of   officers   then  took  place 
with  restilts  as  follows: — 

Whole  number  of  votes 7^ 

Blank 2 

Necessary  for  a  choice   •   3Z 

For  President : 

Quincy  Kilby,  Boston 54 

W.  W.  Stall,  Boston i 

F'or  First  \"ice-President: 

W.  H.  Hale,  New  York  City 55 

For  Second  Vice-President: 

George  D.  Gideon,  Phila.,  Pa 57 

For  Secretary-Treasurer: 

Abbot  Bassett 69 

For  Auditor: 

George  W.  Nash,  Abington,  Mass." 54 

Mr.  Kilby  accepted  the  position  in  a  speech  filled 
with  gratitude  for  the  honor  conveyed. 

Votes  of  thanks  for  the  retiring  officers  and  to 
the  continuing  officers  were  unanimously  passed. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 


THE  WHEEL  ABOUT  THE  HUB. 

The  second  great  event  in  the  cycling  world  fol- 
lowed close  on  the  heels  of  the  first  great  event 
We   call   these  events   great,   for   we  know  nothing 
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else  in  wheeldom  that  ])egins  to  compare  with  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly,  L.  A.  W.^ 
followed  the  next  day  by  the  Wheel  About  the  Hub. 

The  annual  W.  A.  T.  H.  started  on  Friday,  the 
thirteenth,  from  Cushing's  Corner,  Roxbary,  and^ 
in  spite  of  the  hoodoo  date,  enjoyed  perfect  weather 
and  was  marred  by  no  accident  of  importance,  for 
the  two  punctured  tires  did  not  hurt  nor  hinder. 
And,  first  of  all,  we  give  a  list  of  those  who  partici- 
pated, marking  with  an  asterisk  those  who  were 
with  the  party  for  a  portion  of  the  time  only,  and 
indicating  within  parenthesis  the  number  of  times, 
including  this  one,  that  each  person  has  been  one 
of  the  fortunate  participants. 

On  Bicycles — Boston — Capt.  W.  G.  Kendall  (22); 
President  John  B.  Kelley  (13);  Secretary  Augustus 
Nickerson  (16);  Allen  W.  Swan  (7);  J.  Rush  Green 
(9);  John  J.  Fecitt  (15);  E.  F.  Kelley  (11);  W.  E. 
Baker  (i);  *Theo.  Rothe  (15);  *  Joseph  W.  Swan  (6); 
*C.  H.  Kendall  (i);  L.  S.  Kallagion,  repair  man. 
Providence, — Geo.  L.  Cooke  (9). 

In  Automobiles — Boston — ^W.  W.  Stall  (10);  Ab- 
bot Bassett  (9);  Wm.  H.  Edmands  (6);  Joseph  A. 
Hendrie  (17);  F.  H.  Ruggles  (i);  W.  P.  Stevens  (4); 
Herbert  A.  Fuller  (i);  Fred  J.  Stark  (10);  Dr.  G.  B. 
Gibson  (i);  *George  F.  Steele  (i);  Frank  P.  Sibley 
(i);  *Arthur  Hinchclifife  (2).  New  York — Chas.  J. 
Obermayer  (11);  M.  M.  Belding,  Jr.  (10);  Will  R. 
Pitman  (22);  *Dr.  Louis  C.  Le  Roy  (i);  *Mrs. 
Le  Roy  (i).  Connecticut — Fred  Atwater  (5);  A.  G. 
Fisher    (3).      Providence — Thomas    P.    Himes    (4). 
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Charles  Crawford  and  Samuel  W.  Madden,  chauf- 
feurs. 

Special  guest,  Edmond  J.  O'Reilly,  of  London^, 
special  correspondent  oi  the  London  Daily  Tele- 
graph; "Scorcher"  of  the  Irish  Cyclist  and  "Mr, 
Pott"  in  the  Pickwick  Bicycle  Club,  of  London,  im 
auto  with  Mr.  Belding; 

And  now  we  will  let  Quincy  Kilby  give  his  itin- 
erary which,  owing  to  an  accident,  was  imperfectly 
printed  on  the  invitation.  ^,;:!f  ^ 

Once  again  is  the  old  Boston  Bicycle  Club  '   | 

Celebrating  the  Wheel  that  encircles  the  Hub,  ^  v 

When  the  spry  and  the  sprinters  still  stick  to  their  wheels, 
Though  the  plugs  and  the  pokes  go  in  automobiles. 

THE  START. 

We  are  properly  prond  of  the  way  that  we  look, 

And  the  first  thing  we  do  is  have  photographs  took. 

JAMAICA  POND. 

If  a  man  has  a  thirst  and  desires  a  slaker,  '< 

He  may  kneel  by  the  pond  and  fill  up  on  Jamaica.  i 

WEST  ROXBURY. 

Where  the  highways  are  clean  and  enticingly  level, 

Only  some  are  as  hilly  and  steep  as  the  devil. 

DEDHAM. 

Noisy  talkers  grow  mute,  ruddy  faces  turn  pale. 

As  we  pass  in  shocked  silence  the  Court  House  and  Jail., 

THE  FAIRBANKS  HOUSE. 

An  extremely  old  building,   we'll   give  you  the  tip, 
It  was  built  in  the  j^ear  sixteen-umpty-um-yip. 

THE  GROVE. 

We've  forgotten  the  name,  we  acknowledge  with^  candor, 

Biit  we  think  it's  the  Grove  nf  the  Pleased.  M:emoriand^/ 
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Where  a  part  of  our  party  with  infinite  gall, 
Try  to  put  up  a  game  they  consider  base  ball. 
Though  the  best  of  the  fun  is  our  annual  treat. 
Watching  Happy  Days  Pitman  have  something  to  eat, 
When  he  sets  up  a  pace  we  can  none  of  us  follow, 
Till  we're  forced  to  suspect  that  his  legs  must  be  hollow. 

BLUE  HILL. 

Where  we  gaze  from  its  brow  on  a  scene  ever  novel, 

Though  the  bulk  of  the  bunch  stay  below  us  and  grovel. 

RIDERS'  REST. 

A  delectable  spot  that  comes  in  very  handy 

For  assuaging  our  thirst  with  a  gaff-a-la-shandy. 

CANTON. 

From  this  place  it's  a  race  between  sprinters  and  slobs. 

To  determine  which  man  shall  be  first  to  reach  Cobb's. 

COBB'S  TAVERN. 

Where  our  call  is  but  short,  for  our  wheelmen  have  fits, 

jVnd  are  stamping  with  nervousness,  champing  their  bits. 

THE  TUDOR  FARM. 

There's  a  swim  and  a  dine  and  a  give-and-take  talk, 

Where  the  heft  of  the  honors  are  won  by  New  York. 

Then  some  pieces  of  cardboard  exert  fascination 

To  the  friends  of  the  game  that  made  famous  our  nation. 

While  the  rest  of  us  chatter  till  sleep  overtakes  us. 

And  we're  dead  to  the  world  till  Joe  Hendrie  awakes  us. 

When  the  breakfast  is  ready  we  stoke  up  again. 

With  the  appetite  common  to  laboring  men. 

COBB'S  TAVERN  AGAIN. 

Where  we  stop  for  a  glance  at  the  bees  making  honey. 

And  the  men  making  music  in  hats  that  are  funny. 

PONKAPOG  POND. 

Where  a  few  of  us  bathe  in  the  natural  buff. 
While  the  rest  praise  our  shapes  with  habitual  guff. 
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THE  OLD  OAK. 

There  are  crackers  and  cheese  and  a  keg  'neath  the  oak, 

And  a  fence  that's  considered  a  wonderful  joke. 

BRAINTREE. 

Then  a  scorch  to  the  church.     Every  bicycler  flies. 

With  a  speed  about  which  every  one  of  them  lies. 

HINGHAM 

Then  we  suddenly  feel  that  it's  time  that  we  dined, 

And  we  scoot,  with  those  scorcher  men  skulking  behind, 

HULL.  . 

Where  again  there's  a  dinner  with  speeches  and  song, 
With  the  melody  right,  but  the  harmony  wrong. 
Then   the   time    comes   for   parting.     Some   stay   and   some 

skip, 
But  the  faithful  Old  Guard  never  gives  up  the  ship. 

And  the  next  thing  we  know-  there  is  Joe's  rink-tum-diddy, 
So  enticing  in  taste  that  we  eat  till  we're  giddy. 

AU  REVOIR. 

Mr.  Kilby's  program  was  not  carried  out  entire. 

Things  ran  in  the  regular  grooves  until  we  met  at 

the  banquet  table  at  Tudor  Farm,  and  even  there  the 

usual   chicken  and  fixings  were   served.     President 

John  B.  Kelley  presided  at  the  feast  and  introduced 

the  speech-making  with  the  following  account  of  a 

run  with  the  Pickwick  Club: 

In  the  morning  we  say.  '"Well,  good-b3'e  till  next  year. 
There  is  nothing  on  earth  to  compare  with  this  here." 
So  the  Hub  it  means  Club,  and  the  Club  it  means  Grub. 
And  we've  put  you  all  wise  to  the  Wheel  'Bout  the  Hub. 

On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  England  this  summer  the 
Pickwick  Bicycle  Club  called  a  run  for  Crowborough  and 
Brighton,  starting  July  27th.  and  through  the  courtesy  of 
H.  A.  Coombs  (Ben  Allen),  who  was  in  charge,  and  other 
members  of  the  Club,  Charlie  Reed  and  I  were  fortunately 
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included.  I  was  instructed  to  meet  Pickwick  at  Euston 
and  was  there  joined  by  Blotton  with  his  wheel,  which 
assured  me  good  company,  having  taken  my  wheel  along. 
Arriving  at  Crowborough  station,  an  all  devouring  thirst 
made  itself  apparent,  and  as  a  well  was  corLvenient,  this 
was  soon  taken  care  of  and  we  mounted  our  wheels. 
Whether  by  design  or  in  ignorance  of  my  poor  riding,  I 
found  myself  attempting  a  climb  of  800  feet  above  sea  level 
in  2  1/2  miles.  Needless  to  say,  it  was  too  much  for  the 
old  man  and  I  walked  the  hill  more  or  less,  being  accom- 
panied very  considerately  by  Blotton.  Arriving  at  the 
Beacon  Hotel,  we  were  joined  by  Count  Smorltork,  Ben 
Allen,  Pipkin,  Jinkins  and  Lieut.  Tappleton,  and  after  a 
wash,  were  quite  ready  for  dinner,  and  sufficient  to  say.  the 
gastronomic  taste  of  the  Pickwick  Club  members  was  well 
cared  for  by  our  worthy  leader,  Ben  Allen.  This  hotel  is 
situated  at  the  top  of  a  hill  800  feet  high  with  fine,  com- 
manding view  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  has  beautiful 
grounds,  including  both  tennis  and  croquet.  The  guests 
were  in  full  dress  for  dinner  except  our  party,  but  think 
we  enjoyed  ourselves  fully  as  much  as  any  one  there. 
About  ten  the  morning  following  we  mounted  wheels  for 
the  ride  to  Brighton — 28  miles  away.  As  the  wind  was 
blowing  a  gale  directly  in  our  faces,  the  pedaling  was  hard 
w^ork  for  fair  weather  riders  like  myself,  but  kept  at  it 
through  to  Brighton,  where  we  dined  at  Old  Ship  Hotel. 
After  spending  the  afternoon  on  the  Beach,  we  finally  left 
for  London  by  train,  arriving  there  at  nine  o'clock.  This 
ended  one  of  the  most  delightful  bicycle  outings  I  ever 
took,  the  company  being  very  congenial  and  what  struck 
me  particularly  was  the  camaraderie  of  the  riders  and  dis- 
position of  hanging  together,  none  being  afraid  to  walk 
either  hills  or  keep  others  of  the  party  company.  I  cannot 
omit  what  to  me  was  a  marvel  in  human  form.  I  refer  to 
Pipkin,  who  is  79  years  old.  and  yet  rode  from  London  to 
Crowborousrh  on  Saturday  and  from  Crowborough  to 
Brighton  on  Sunday  against  the  gales,  but  also  made  a 
circuit  back  to  London,  riding  a  total  of  60  miles.  He  has 
a  gold  medal  for  covering  281  miles  in  24  hours  when  60 
years  old,  and  at  70  years  rode  106  miles  one  day.  We  of 
the   Boston   Bicvcle    Club-  can   well  take   lesson   from   our 
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older  brothers  across  the  sea— for  age  seems  not  to  wither 
their  legs  nor  lessen  enthusian  for  the  bicycle,  as  a  means 
to  perpetual  youth. 

After  Mr.  Kelley,  Mr.  O'Reilly  was  first  on  his 
feet.  He  proved  himself  an,  entertaining  speaker 
and  his  remarks  had  a  g:ood  bit  of  reminiscence  and 
a  deal  of  Irish  wit.  Grateful  for  his  reception  and 
entertainment  he  was  unsparing  in  his  praise  of  Bos- 
ton and  its  bicycle  club  and  brought  with  him  a  word 
of  good  cheer  and  greeting  from  the  Pickwick 
Bicycle  Club  of  London. 

Mr.  Abbot  Bassett  gave  in  rhyme  a  sketch  of  the 
many  "Good  Bye"  dinners  to  Boston  wheelmen 
prior  to  their  flitting  from  Boston  in  the  past. 

Frank  P.  Sibley  entertained  the  company  wath  a 
bunch  of  stories  in  prose,  rhyme  and  dialect.  He 
garnishes  his  spoken  word  with  well  conceived 
action  and  he  made  a  decided  hit  with  his  audience. 

Chas.  J.  Obermayer  spoke  for  New  York.  Dr. 
G.  B.  Gibson,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  F.  A.  M.j 
responded  to  a  toast  to  that  organization.  Presi- 
dent Herbert  A.  Fuller  of  the  Newton  Bi  Club^ 
which  was  promoted  b\  members  of  the  Boston  Bi 
Club  in  1882;  and  CharUe  Reed  sang  the  good  old 
bass  solo  of  **The  Friar." 

The  second  day  was  disappointing.  Cedar  Lodge 
grove  at  Ponkapog  Pond  has  been  purchased  by  a 
man  who  forbade  the  party  to  even  come  within 
sight  of  the  Lodge.  At  the  last  moment  he  gave 
permission  for  the  lunch  under  the  great  oak.  Thus 
they  had  to  abandon  the  swim  and  the  other  pleas- 
ures usuallv  had  at  the  Lodsre. 
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Hotel  Pemberton  was  closed  and  the  Black  Rock 
House  was  substituted  for  the  dinner  of  Saturday. 
There  would  have  been  talking  over  things  at  the 
table  after  the  feed,  but  smoking  was  forbidden  and 
the  party  melted  and  ran  over  on  to  the  piazza. 

The  run  in  its  entirety  was  a  great  success.  The 
weather  was  all  that  could  be 'desired  and  the  little 
"hitches"  of  the  second  day  were  not  important. 


LAGNIAPPE. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Le  Roy,  of  New  York  City,  met  the 
party  at  the  Fairbanks  House.  They  were  on  an 
automobile  tour  and  had  but  just  come  from  Eliot, 
Me.  They  were  guests  of  the  club  at  the  grove  and 
said  it  was  all  very  delightful.  First  time  on  record 
that  a  lady  has  entered  the  secret  precincts  occupied 
bv  "the  bovs." 


There  was  a  good  one  on  O'Reilly  at  the  Tudor 
Farm  breakfast.  A  waiter  approached  from  behind 
and  questioned,— "Oatnieal?"  And  the  guest  looked 
up  and  said, — "No,  O'Reilly."  It  was  a  new  name 
for  porridge  and  the  "O"  perhaps  suggested  a 
fellow  countrvman. 


At  Tudor  Farm  the  back  steps  of  the  banquet  hall 
run  down  into  four  feet  of  water.  The  boys  dive 
from  the  steps  and  enjoy  a  bath.  There  are  fish  in 
the  pond,  but  no  one  drops  a  line.  Which  would 
seem  to  imply  that  they  need  to  be  cleansed  more 
than  to  be  fed. 
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There  is  talk  of  reconstructing  the  route.  The 
Massapoag  Hotel  has  gone;  Kimball's  is  no  more; 
and  now  Cedar  Lodge  must  be  left  out.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  make  a  two-in-one  trip,  with  greater 
distance  for  the  autos  and  shorter  for  the  bicycles,, 
with  common  meeting  places  for  noon  and  night. 


The   Obermayers   put  a   trip   to   the  Adirondack.^ 
on  top  of  the  Wheelabout. 


Quincy  Kilby,  John  B.  and  E.  F.  Kelley  took  Mn 
O'Reilly  on  an  automobile  trip  after  the  Wheel- 
about.  They  drove  down  the  North  Shore  as  far 
as  Magnolia,  dining  at  Lake  Chebacco. 

On  the  second  day,  Belding  got  away  somewhere- 
They  thought  he  had  lost  his  way  or  had  been 
''pinched."  They  had  sympathy  for  O'Reilly  who 
was  with  him,  but  Milo  was  forgiven  when  he 
showed  up  and  explained  that  he  had  taken  O'Reilly 
on  a  "rubber-neck"  trip  from  Pemberton  south  to 
Kimball's  at  Cohasset. 


Think  of  Will  R.  Pitman  riding  in  an  auto  after 
tW'Cntv-one  times  on  the  bike. 


Alfred  D.  Chandler,  the  first  man  to  ride  a  bicycle 
in  Boston,  sent  a  pleasant  letter  to  the  club,  regret- 
ting his  inability  to  engage  in  the  run. 


Charles  H.  Kendall,  son  of  Captain  Kendall  rode 
to  the  starting:  place  on  a  high  wheel  that  his  father 
used   twenty-five  years  ago.     Several  demonstrated 
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that  they  had  not  lost  the  knack  of  riding  a  high 
one  and  made  short  but  shaky  trips  on  the  old-fash- 
ioned affair.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  at  present 
studying  for  an  examination  prior  to  entering  Har- 
vard, Dr.  Kendall's  son  was  able  to  go  only  a  short 
distance  with  the  club.  The  young  man  is  a  junior 
member  of  the  club. 


Miss  Gertrude  Cobb  of  Cobb's  received  the  party 
with  the  usual  glad  hand,  pleasant  smile  and  basket 
of  grapes. 


It  was  a  see-saw  duel  of  story-telling  between 
O'Reilly  anji  Sibley.  When  one  was  up  the  other 
was  dow^n  and  as  soon  as  one  sat  down  the  other 
Tose.  Herbert  Fuller,  a  drummer  of  trade  for  years, 
said  it  was  the  best  bunch  of  stories  he  ever  heard. 
Herbert  can  tell  a  good  one  himself  but  he  was  out 
of  it  this  time. 


A  LITTLE  SCRAP  WTH  YOU. 


Labor  troubles   don't  pay,  but  blacksmiths  make 
jnonev  bv  striking:. 


''Stolen    fruit    is    sweetest."      Stolen    wheels    are 
fleetest. 


The  fire  is  hot-stufT,  but  the  cook  puts  a  damper 
on  it. 


Xaturally  enough  bull-dogs  aren't  cowards. 
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OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magazine  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-clasa 
advertisiat?  uiedmm  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-,S1.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch"   """^'^  ^ 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  i'ost  Ofiace,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3,  1879.  x.uswu 
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A  ROAD  ISN'T  A  ROAD  UNLESS  IT'S  GOOD. 


A  tire  is  never  punctured  by  its  own  good  points. 


It  is  proper  to  use  a  bicycle  fork  in  serving  bicycle 
meets. 


A  good  wheel  ought  tO'  pay  for  more  than  its  run- 
ning expenses. 


Unlike  a  tire,  the  average  man  feels  flat  after  he 
has  received  a  blowing  i!p. 


An  Irishman,  who  had  always  ridden  a  chain 
bicycle,  had  just  purchased  a  new  chainless  wheel. 
While  out  on  his  first  spin  with  the  new  wheel,  he 
suddenly  discovered  the  absence  of  the  chain,  so  he 
immediately  dismounted  and  walked  back  for  about 
a  mile  in  search  of  the  chain,  but  it  was  not  to  be 
found.     He  then  walked  home. 


President  John  B.  Kelley,  of  the  Boston  Bicycle 
Club,  has  ceased  to  be  a  resident  of  Boston,  having 
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removed  to  New  York.  It  is  customary  for  the 
members  of  the  club  to  prevent  a  member  depart- 
ing with  an  empty  stomach,  and  it  followed  that  a 
merry  company  gathered  at  Hotel  Venice  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  nth,  to  partake  of  a  stirrup  cup  and 
seven  courses  of  solids,  as  a  parting  ceremony.  The 
affair  was  entirely  informal  and  a  lot  of  jolHty 
crowded  out  anything  in  the  way  of  sorrow  in  the 
minds  of  those  present.  There  are  two  Kelleys  and 
while  one  goes  the  other  remains.  An  attractive 
feature  of  the  dinner  was  the  scheme  of  changing 
seats  after  every  course.  Ek^ery  other  man  moved 
along  to  the  second  seat  at  his  right  and  when  the 
circuit  had  been  completed  the  "dead  ones''  who 
had  remained  in  place  before,  moved  in  the  other 
direction.  Thus  at  the  end  of  the  feast  every  fellow 
had  everv  other  fellow  as  a  seat  mate. 


-  The  Xewton  Bicycle  Club  held  its  Fail  meeting 
at  Endicott,  Mass.,  on  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  19. 
The  club  went  by  auto  to  the  meeting  place  and 
combined  with  Arthur  P.  Benson  in  celebrating  the 
twentieth  anniversary  of  his  wedding.  They  bore 
gifts  of  China  and  hearty  congratulations.  The  club 
has  reached  a  stage  where  it  can  look  for  no  more 
weddings,  and  must  content  itself  with  anniversary 
celebrations,  which  are  not  so  very  unpleasant 
after  all. 


One  reason  why  the  horse  must  go  is  because  he 
eats  too  much.    He  should  make  an  oat  of  this. 
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SWEETHEARTS  AND  WIVES. 

If  sweethearts  were  sweethearts  always, 

Whether  as  maid  or  wife, 
No  drop  would  be  half  so  pleasant 

In  the  mingled  draught  of  life. 

But  the  sweetheart  has  smiles  and  blushes 

When  the  wife  has  frowns  and  sighs, 
And  the  wife's  have  a  watchful  glitter 

For  the  glow  of  the  sweetheart's  eyes. 

If  lovers  were  lovers  always. 

The  same  to  sweetheart  and  wife, 
Who  would  change  for  a  future  of  Eden 

The  joys  of  this  checkered  life? 

But  husbands  grow  grave  and  silent, 

And  cares  on  the  anxious  brow 
Oft  replaces  the  sunshine  that  perished 

At  the  words  of  the  marriage  vow. 

Happy  is  he  whose  sweetheart 

Is  wife  and  sweetheart  still — 
Whose  voice,  as  of  old,  can  charm  him; 

Whose  kiss,  as  of  old,  can  thrilb 

Who  has  plucked  the  rose,  to  find  ever 

Its  beauty  and  fragrance  increase. 
As  the  flush  of  passion  is  mellowed 

In  love's  unmeasured  peac2. 

Who  sees  in  the  step  a  lightness; 

Who  finds  in  the  form  a  grace; 
Who  reads  an  unaltered  brightness 

In  the  witchery  of  the  face. 

Undimmed  and  unchanged.     Ah!   happy 

Is  he,  crowned  with  such  a  life, 
Who  drinks  the  wife,  pledging  the  sweetheart. 

And  toasts  in  the  sweetheart,  the  wife. 

— Daniel  O'Connell,  "Lyrics." 
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THE  FIRST  BICYCLE  RACE. 

To  whom  shall  we  give  credit  for  winning  the  first 
bicycle  race  in  America?  The  question  has  been  in 
dispute  for  many  years,  and  no  end  of  claims  have 
been  made  on  behalf  of  this  rider  or  that,  until  the 
whole  matter  has  become  so  befogged  that  no  one 
seems  to  have  a  clear  idea  regarding  it. 

No  better  record  of  American  bicycle  history 
exists  than  that  which  has  been  preserved  in  the 
files  and  library  of  the  L.  A.  W.  A  search  for  the 
record  of  the  first  bicycle  race  takes  us  back  to  the 
late  seventies,  and  to  a  time  when  the  line  was  not 
rigidly  drav^n  between  the  amateur  and  professional, 
and  it  very  often  happened  that  a  man  was  an  ama- 
teur for  racing  purposes  during  one  week  and  a 
professional  the  next.  The  racing  game  was  on  in 
England  long  before  we  were  even  riding  bicycles 
in  the  States. 

In  1876,  David  Stanton,  the  bicycle  champion  of 
England,  came  to  America  and  won  several  races. 
On  April  17,  1876,  he  w^as  beaten  by  Wm..  M. 
Wright,  a  ''gentleman  amateur"  of  New  York  City, 
who  competed  under  the  name  of  D.  Butler.  To 
race  with  a  professional,  or  under  an  assumed  name 
makes  one  a  professional  under  the  universally 
adopted  amateur  rule,  but  Wright  claimed  that  the 
Velo  de  Sport  de  Paris,  a  club  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  allowed  an  amateur  to  ride  under  an  as- 
sumed name  against  a  professional.  Nothing  was 
done  in  the  case  until  January,  1879,  when  Wright 
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entered  races  promoted  by  the  N.  Y.  Athletic  Club. 
He  was  protested  and  declared  a  professional. 
Meantime  he  had  been  in  several  amateur  races  but 
no  charges  were  preferred  against  those  with  vv^hom 
he  competed. 

In  August,  1876,  Wmi.  de  Noielle,  a  professional, 
who  claimed  to  be  the  bicycle  champion  of  America, 
defended  his  title  in  a  race  for  $500  at  Troy,  N.  Y. 
and  defeated  Wm.  E.  Harding,  who  had  previously 
won  fame  as  a  pedestrian. 

In  1878,  Charles  A.  Booth,  the  'Velocipede  cham- 
pion of  the  world,"  who  had  beaten  the  velocipede 
riders  of  England,  France  and  America,  took  up  his 
home  in  Boston  and  issued  a  challenge  for  the  bicy- 
cle championship  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
hoped  that  de  Noielle  would  meet  him  but  all  efforts 
to  bring  them  together  w^ere  futile. 

To  find  the  first  amateur  bicycle  race  we  have  to 
go  to  1878.  The  Harvard  College  Athletic  Associa- 
tion held  an  amateur  race  meeting  at  Beacon  Park, 
Boston,  on  May  28,  1878.  It  was  for  three  miles 
and  was  won  by  C.  A.  Parker  of  class  '80,  in  12.27. 
F.  E.  Cabot,  of  class  '80,  ran  second  and  the  other 
contestants  were  L.  Foster,  class  '81;  A.  S.  Tubbs, 
class  '79:  and  F.  Sharon,  class  '80. 

Our  columns  are  open  to  any  one  who  can  give  us 
facts  concerning  an  amateur  race  that  antedated 
the  above. 

.  Julv  4,  1878,  bicycle  races  were  held  at  Lynn, 
Brockton  and  Nahant. 
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The  race  at  Lynn  was  run  around  the  Common 
and  Will  R.  Pitman  won  two  out  of  three  heats  and 
won  a  silver  pitcher. 

The  Brockton  race  has  been  claimed  to  be  the 
first  bicycle  race  in  the  United  States  but  the  rec- 
ords do  not  sustain  the  claim.  It  is  more  than  a 
month  later  than  the  Harvard  race  and  half  a  day 
later  than  the  race  at  Lynn. 

We  copy  an  account  of  the  Brockton  race  from 
the  Brockton  Weekly  Gazette  of  Thursdav,  July  ii, 
1878: 

"Especial  interest  was  centred  in  the  bicycle  race, 
and  the  result  proved  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive contests  of  the  day.  For  the  prizes  offered 
there  were  three  competitors, — Mr.  Harrison,  who 
is  said  to  be  an  EngHsh  professional;  Will  R.  Pit- 
man, a  Boston  ajnateur  of  acknowledged  skill  as  a 
rider,  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Washburn  of  this  town.  The 
riders  started  ofif  in  fine  style,  Mr.  Harrison  lead- 
ing, and  Messrs.  Pitman  and  Washburn  following 
in  the  order  named.  The  first  half  mile  witnessed 
no  change,  but  on  the  second  round  Harrison  met 
with  an  accident  which  threw^  him  from  his  seat,,  and 
Pitman,  who  was  follovv'ing  close  behind,  pitched 
over  him  and  added  to  the  heap.  Washburn,  find- 
ing his  competitors  hors  du  combat,  drove  by,  and 
seemed  almost  sure  of  the  heat,  when  Pitman  hav- 
ing recovered  himself,  came  spinning  up  in  gallant 
style  and  whizzed  under  the  wire  ahead  of  both  amid 
the  applause  of  the  spectators.  The  second  and 
third  heats  were  contended  for  onlv  bv  Pitman  and 
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Harrison,  Washburn  finding  it  useless  to  waste  liis 
strength  in  so  unequal  a  contest,  and  were  easily 
won  by  the  former,  the  quickest  mile  being  in  3.47. 
Mr.  Pitman  had  won  a  race  at  Lynn  the  same  morn- 
ing, and  was  well  satisfied  with  his  double  victories 
during  the  day,  especially  since  the  last  had  been 
won  over  a  professional  bicycHst." 

Pitman  received  a  silver  cup  in  the  way  of  a  prize 
and  Harrison  was  given  $10  in  money.  Thus  it  was 
an  amateur  and  professional  race  in  one. 

The  Boston  Bi  Club  promoted  a  race  over  a  meas- 
ured course  of  one  mile  around  the  upper  reservoir 
at  Chestnut  Hill,  Oct.  19,  1878.  G.  R.  Agassiz  of 
Cambridge  won  the  mile  race  in.  3.21  1/2  and  this 
stood  as  the  out-door  record  for  several  years. 

The  first  bicycle  champion  was  Llewellyn  H. 
Johnson,  who  won  the  championship  in  a  two-mile 
race  promoted  by  the  N.  A.  A.  A.  A.  at  Mott 
Haven,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  20,  1879.    Time,  7-32. 


How  shall  we  Wheelabout? — The  very  many 
changes  that  time  has  brought  about  in  the  route 
taken  by  the  Wheel  About  the  Hub,  led  to  consider- 
able discussion  at  the  last  outing  regarding  certain 
radical  changes  that  it  would  be  well  to  make  in 
future  runs.  Sentiment  favors  the  old  route,  but  the 
old  route  is  now  "torn  to  shreds."  Brook  Farm, 
Massapoag,  Ponkapog  with  its  old  oak  and  bathing 
beach,  and  Kimballs  have  been  eliminated.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  a  new  route  going  both  north 
and  south  of  the  Hub  be  laid  out.     One  man  from 
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New  York  thought  the  same  route  always  was  get- 
ting monotonous  and  a  new  route  should  be  laid  out 
every  year.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  first 
night  be  spent  at  Mansfield,  where  there  is  a  gooa 
hotel.  Another  suggestion  was  that  the  run  end 
Sunday  noon  and  in  the  afternoon  there  could  be  a 
ride  home  together.  Our  columns  are  open  for  sug- 
gestions. Those  who  have  ideas  are  invited  to  print. 
Anything  in  this  line  will  aid  the  club  committee  in 
deciding  if  it  is  best  to  make  a  change  or  keep  on 
the  old  route.  A  change  in  the  second  day's  pro- 
gram seems  inevitable. 


Died  at  Wakefield,  Mass.,  Sept.  29,  Harris  L. 
Gilson,  aged  85.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  rider  of 
the  wheel.  He  has  ridden  32,000  miles  since  his  70th 
year.  He  kept  a  record  by  means  of  a  cyclometer 
and  in  the  first  six  years  of  his  riding  he  covered 
25,674  miles.  In  1897,  his  first  year  as  a  cyclist,  he 
covered  3,238  miles  and  his  best  yearly  record  was 
in  1899,  when  he  coveied  6,184  miles.  In  three 
other  years  his  record  was  better  than  4,000  miles. 


We  have  wedding  cards  annoimcing  the  marriage 
at  Abington.  Mass.,  Oct.  12th,  1912,  of  George 
Walter  Nash,  auditor  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Lincoln  Lean.  Our  heartiest  congratulations  to 
bride  and  groom,  and  in  this  we  know  that  ever}- 
member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  will  ioin. 


Will  R.  Pitman  has  been  down  in  Texas  ofificiating- 
at  race  meeting.     Some  men  do  not  grow  old.     Pit- 
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man  was  in  the  racing  game  at  the  beginning  and  is 
still  doing  business  at  the  old  stand. 


We  have  a  catalogue  of  Magazines  which  can  be 
had  for  the  asking.    Send  for  it. 


Regarding  charges  for  bicycles  as  baggage  on  the 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.,  Attorney  Samuel  A.  Boyle,  or 
Phila.,  writes: — "From  the  General  Baggage  Agent 
of  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  I  find  the  charge  25  cents 
as  a  minimum  charge  for  bicycles.  A  wheel  is  al- 
ways considered  as  w^eighing  50  pounds,  and 
charged  for  as  excess  baggage,  whether  there  is 
other  baggage  or  not.  The  rate  increases  with  the 
distance.  I  can  find  no  law  on  the  subject.  Years. 
ago,  at  my  request,  the  company  carried  wheels  free,, 
but  since  the  decline  of  riding  they  have  made 
charges.  The  Pennsylvania  Co.  makes  no  charge  im 
New^  Jersey  or  New  York,  where  laws  govern  in 
such  cases.  I  presume  the  other  roads  follow  the 
Pennsylvania,  as  that  company  sets  the  pace  in  rail- 
road matters." 


Those  who  have  magazines  to  take  prepare  to 
take  them  now.  And  we  can  supply  them  for  your 
household,  your  library  or  your  club  at  the  very  low- 
est prices.  Our  Periodical  Department  is  con- 
ducted under  the  rules  made  and  provided  by  the 
association  of  Periodical  Publishers.  We  give  the 
lowest  rates  that  can  lionestly  be  given.  The  pub- 
lishers guarantee  that  they  will  not  accept  subscrip- 
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tions  at  lower  figures  than  is  agreed  upon.  We  have 
always  advertised  to  give  prices  as  low  as  the  low- 
est. We  are  asking  one  and  all  of  those  who  are 
still  with  us  in  the  L.  A.  W.  to  give  a  thought  to 
this  department  and  throw  some  trade  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  conductor  of  the  Periodical  Department 
needs  bread  and  butter,  hkewise  shoes,  and  a  few 
orders  for  magazines  will  fill  his  stomach  and  pro- 
tect his  feet,  and  cost  no  more  than  many  of  our 
members  are  paying  to  well-fed  and  well-shod 
agents.    Send  us  an  order. 


Ex  President  Horatio  S,  Earle  is  a  candidate  for 
Mayor  of  Detroit  on  the  National  Progressive 
Ticket.  He  promises  to  inaugurate  the  Open  Book 
System,  wherein  every  important  request  shall  be 
written  together  with  his  answer  for  public  inspec- 
tion. 


John  D.  Pvockefeller's  reason  for  riding  a  bicycle 
when  playing  golf  became  known  through  a  man 
who  is  often  the  oil  king's  opponent  on  the  links. 
Mr.  Rockefeller  does  not,  as  popularly  supposed, 
ride  the  machine  between  drives  in  order  to  pre- 
serve his  strength.  He  has  discovered  that  bicycling 
brings  into  play  more  muscles  than  walking.  And 
he  has  the  bicycle  rigged  so  that  every  time  a  pedal 
goes  down  it  measures  a  certain  distance.  Hence, 
riding  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  each  drive 
he  knows  exactly  how  long  each  one  is.  Hereafter 
stories  emanating  from  Forest  Hill  regarding  long 
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drives   will  have  to   be  accepted  as   mathematically 
correct  and  no  mere  guess  work. 


A  new  code  governing  the  exportation  and  entry 
of  automobiles,  motor-cycles  and  aeroplanes,  de- 
signed especially  to  facilitate  touring  across  the 
Canadian  and  Mexican  borders,  has  been  promul- 
gated by  the  Treasury  Department.  It  embraces 
many  of  the  old  rules,  provides  for  a  system  of  in- 
spection certificates  and  bonding  of  foreign  cars 
brought  in  for  touring,  and  lays  down  a  flat  dictum 
that  all  repairs  or  improvements  made  on  cars  when 
taken  abroad,  beyond  those  incident  to  running  the 
machines,  shall  be  charged  forty-five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

All  automobiles  returning  after  touring  abroad 
and  all  brought  into  this  country  for  touring  will  be 
admitted  without  duty.  All  automobile  owners, 
however,  are  required  to  go  to  the  first  customs 
house  available  for  inspection  and  passing  of  their 
machines.  Automobiles,  bicycles,  air-ships,  racing 
shells  brought  in  for  racing  or  similar  contests  may 
remain  six  months  under  a  free  admission  privilege. 


Griggs — ^So  you're  going  in  for  yachting  this 
summer  because  it's  not  so  expensive  as  automo- 
biiing. 

Briggs — Yes;  a  yacht  can  stand  on  a  tack  and 
there's  no  tire  punctured. 


It  is  very  well  known  that  the  late  Gov.  Hubbard 
of  Maine  signed  the  bill  for  the  "Maine  liquor  law." 


332  BASSETT'S    SCRAP    BOOK 

He  was  an  eminent  physician,  and  traveled  far  and 
near.  One  bitter  cold  night  he  stopped  at  a  tavern, 
and,  walking  up  to  the  bar,  called  for  a  drink.  There 
was  the  usual  complement  of  loafers  sitting  around, 
some  of  whom  knew  the  Governor  by  sight,  and 
with  a  wink  at  his  comrades  one  of  them  said : 

"Governor,  I  thought  you  signed  the  Maine  liquor 
law." 

The  Governor  turned  slowly  around,  and,  stirring 
his  spoon  vigorously,  replied:  "Gentlemen,  the 
Maine  Hquor  law  is  for  the  people;  this  rum  and 
molasses  is  for  me." 


The  airships  and  the  aeroplanes  wait  till  the  wind 
is  still  before  they  try  to  soar  above  to  show  their 
worth  and  skill;  they  do  not  like  the  laughing 
breeze  that  sweeps  o'er  hill  and  dale,  and  so,  unless 
the  wind  subsides,  they  will  not  try  to  sail.  When 
sailors  real  go  out  to  sail  they  want  a  spanking 
breeze,  but  sailors  of  the  airships  say:  "Just  excuse 
us,  please.  We  want  to  sail,  indeed  we  do,  and  leave 
the  earth  behind,  but  when  we  sail  we  do  not  want 
to  be  propelled  by  wind."  It  seems  to  us  the 
geniuses  take  methods  far  the  worst;  they  ought  to 
find  a  way  to  stop  the  wind  from  blowing  first. 

W.  W.  Stall  is  congratulating  himself  that  he  had 
the  second  largest  vote  for  President  of  the  L.  A. 
W.  He  was  the  senior  member  present  at  the  As- 
sembly, and  holds  number  i8  on  the  League  roll. 
The  next  in  line  of  seniority  was  the  Secretary, 
with  number  49. 
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A  man  of  fifty-three  at  Brockton  broke  a  leg  in 
putting  on  his  trousers,  an  untoward  accident  which 
suggests  the  hope  that  a  paternal  government  will  in 
time  provide  every  man  of  middle  age  and  older  with 
a  competent  valet. 


There  is  money  in  many  sports,  but  baseball  has 
diamonds  in  it. 
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SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 
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Out  with  the  blessed  maps,  old  friend, 

Let's  pore  upon  the  tracks 
That  never,  never  had  an  end 
When  we  had  limber  backs; 
Tomorrow  Time  will  shift  his  load 
As  we  set  out  upon  the  road. 

You'll  all  for  lazing?     Well.  I  know 

A  land  of  singing  streams, 
Where  only  happy  breezes  blow 
And  all  the  hills  are  dreams. 
There  may  you,  idler,  if  you  wish 
In  magic  pools  catch  magic  fish! 

W^e're  ofif  tomorrow — that's  the  fun! 

What  does  it  matter,  where? 
We'll  start  for  somewhere  under-sun 
If  prove  the  weather  fair. 
Tomorrow  night,  old  friend,  we'll  stand 
In  some  enchanted  meadow  land. 


LOVE  ALWAYS  WINS! 


A  green  Christmas  makes  a  glad  cyclist. 


Christmas  salutes  begin  with  the  mistletoe  bough. 
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If  you  would  begin  the  new  year  properly,  why 
not  end  the  old  one  correctly? 


Every  one's   Constitution   has   a  happy   Claus   in 
it  at  Christmas  time. 


Don't  be  afraid  of  the  "13"  in  next  year.  Let  the 
holly  berry  all  thoughts  of  ill  luck  now  and  in  the 
future. 


A  man  of  science  thinks  he  has  proved  that  a  tight 
belt  quiets  the  pangs  of  hunger.  Thus  simply  has 
he  solved  the  problem  presented  by  the  high  cost  of 
living,  and  left  us  leisure  for  the  things  of  the  spirit. 


A  new  French  automobile  is  light  enough  to  be 
picked  up  and  carried  by  the  two  men  it  will  accom- 
modate. 


''Do  you  believe  that  money  makes  the  mare  go?" 
asked  Dubbleigh. 

''Sure,"  said  Wiggley.  "As  soon  as  a  man  gets 
money  he  buys  an  automobile,  and  the  mare  goes 
for  what  she's  worth." 


Wilbur  Wright  took  nearly  $280,000  out  of  the 
air. 


Vehicular  wheels  in  the  early  times  were  circular 
disks  either  cut  out  of  solid  pieces  of  wood,  ar 
formed  by  separate  planks  of  wood  fastened  to- 
gether and  then  cut  into  circular  shape.  Wheels  so 
patterned  may  still  be  seen  today  in  some  southern 
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countries.  When  wheels  were  first  made  with 
spokes  is  not  recorded.  It  is  known,  however,  that 
ancient  Egyptian  and  Assyrian  chariots  had  wheels 
with  spokes  instead  of  solid  disks — some  with  two 
and  some  with  four  spokes.  Greek  and  Roman 
chariot  wheels  had  from  four  to  eight  spokes. 


Is    your   magazine    list    ready?      We    are   w^aiting 
for  it. 


OUR  DIFFICULT  LANGUAGE. 

A  manikin's  a  little  man — 

That  simple  fact  no  one  would  stump; 
But  a  napkin's  not  a,  little  nap, 

And  a  pumpkin's  not  a  little  pump. 

Foundlings  are  little  babies  found — 

That's  very  plain  to  any  chump; 
But  a  stripling's  not  a  little  strip, 

And  a  dumpling's  not  a  little  dump. 

A  kidlet  is  a  little  kid— 

That's  seen  by  e'en  the  dullest  nut; 
But  a  hamlet's  not  a  little  ham, 

And  a  cutlet's  not  a  little  cut. 

A  princess  is  a  lady  prince; 

But  it  is  not  held  by  any  bloat 
That  a  mattress  is  a  female  mat, 

Or  a  buttress  is  a  nannygoat. 

Oh,  English,  you  are  strangely  made! 

You're  not  a  tongue  for  chumps  or  fools! 
I'll  never  master  you,  I'm  afraid — 

You've  more  exceptions  than  you've  rules 

— Tid  Bits. 
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PUMPKIN  PIE. 

The  bards  of  the  Hudson  may  sing  of  the  melon. 

Its  smooth  jetty  seeds  and  its  ripe  ruddy  core, 
And  the  feast  of  the  reaper  with  ecstasy  dwell  on, 

Reclining  at  noon  on  the  cool  breezy  shore; 
For  me  the  rich  soil  of  New  England  produces 

An  off'ring  more  dear  to  the  taste  and  the  eye, 
The  bright  3'-ellow  pumpkin — how  mellow  it  juices. 

When  tempered  with  ginger  and  bak'd  into  pye. 

Let  others  with  dainties  their  appetite  pamper, 

And  gaze  with  delight  on  the  splendors  of  plate. 
Be  stunned  with  a  bustle,  and  bid  pages  scamper — 

Such  pleasures  as  these  I  resign  to  the  great; 
But  give  me  the  feast  when   no   knives   and   forks   clatter, 

Where  each  to  the  neat  cherry  table  draws  nigh, 
And  carves  for  himself  from  the  broad  earthen  platter 

A  slice  of  the  sweet,  yellow,  smooth  pumpkin  pye. 

There  are  those  who  delight  in  the  fig  and  the  raisin, 

In  quaffing  the  milk  from  the  cocoanut's  shell — 
SomiC,  the  olive  and  pomegranate  lavish  their  praise  on, 

The  orange's  glow  and  the  pineapple's  smell; 
I  leave  them  the  product  of  both  of  the  Indies, 

And  all  the  rich  fruits  of  a  tropical  sky; 
Their  exquisite  juices  and  flavors  and  tinges. 

And  ask  no  dessert  save  the  sweet  pumpkin  pye. 

Then  hail  to  the  muse  of  the  pumpkin  and  onion. 

The  Frenchman  may  laugh  and  the  Englishman  sneer 
At  the  land  of  the  Bible,  and  Psalm  Book  and  Bunyan; 

Still,  still  to  rny  bosom  her  green  hills  are  dear; 
Her  daughters  are  pure  as  her  bright  crystal  fountains. 

And,  Hymen,  if  ever  thy  blessings  I  try, 
O  give  me  the  girl  of  my  own  native  mountains. 

Who  knows  how  to  temper  the  sweet  pumpkin  pye. 

— 'Boston  Sentinel  of  Seot.  i8,  1818. 


The  shaft  to  which  the  pedals  are  attached  isn't 
alwavs  the  onlv  crank  on  a  wheel. 


/ 
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Our  Periodical  catalogue  has  gone  out  and  is 
bringing  good  business  to  us.  We  hope  for  more 
business.  The  catalogue  can  be  had  for  the  asking. 
It  is  much  cheaper  to  subscribe  than  to  buy  over  the 
counter. 


Wm.  L.  Lockhart  of  Philadelphia  made  a  short 
visit  to  Boston  last  month  and  we  had  a  pleasant 
afternoon  with  him.  Do  you  wear  the  Lincoln  sus- 
pender?   We  do  and  really  prefer  it  to  all  others. 


Looking  Backward — "For  preventing  disorders 
arising  in  several  places  in  this  jurisdiction  by 
reason  of  some  still  observing  such  Festivals,  as 
were  superstitiously  kepi  in  other  countries,  to  the 
great  dishonor  of  God  and  of¥ence  of  others; 

'*It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  Court  and  the 
Authority  thereof  that  whosoever  shall  be  found 
observing  any  such  day  as  Christmas  or  the  like, 
either  by  forbearing  labor,  feasting  or  any  other 
way  upon  any  such  account  as  aforesaid,  every  such 
person  so  offending,  shall  pay  for  every  such  offence 
five  shillings  as  a  fine  to  the  County." 

From  the  "General  Laws  and  Liberties  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony,  revised  and  reprinted  by 
order  of  the  General  Court,  holden  at  Boston,  May 
15,  1672." 


Executors  of  the  will  of  Colonel  Albert  A.  Pope 
have  made  their  formal  accounting  to  the  Dedham 
(Mass.)  Probate  Court.     The  executors,  Edward  W. 
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Pope  of  Lincoln,  Robert  L.  Winkley  of  Brookline, 
Harold  L.  Pope  of  Toledo,  Albert  A.  Pope  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  and  Mrs.  Abby  Pope  of  Cohasset,  have 
been  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  courts  several  times 
for  instructions  in  carrying  out  some  of  the  will's 
provisions,  distributing  various  bequests  and  paying 
the  bills. 

During  their  three  years'  service  the  executors 
received  and  distributed  property  amounting  to 
$1,219,981.  After  the  payment  of  the  debts,  forty 
legacies  in  420  shares  of  stock,  amounting  to  $59,878 
were  paid  and  the  balance,  $650,838  turned  over  to 
the  trustees  for  the  creation  of  trust  funds  for  the 
benefit  of  a  number  of  relatives  and  friends. 


Daniel  O'Hara,  of  Waltham.  Mass.,  died  Nov. 
19th.  He  it  was  who  made  the  enamel  badges  for 
us  in  the  "nineties."  He  was  owner  of  the  O'Hara 
dial  factory  in  Waltham.  He  was  a  good  fellow 
and  a  familiar  figure  at  League  meets.  For  many 
years  of  the  boom  times  ^he  furnished  badges  for 
the  Assembly  delegates  free  of  cost.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  business  he  got  made  it  for  his  inter- 
est to  be  generous;  but  others  got  business  and  did 
not  respond. 


No.  406  writes — "Although  I  now  live  at  a  great 
distance  from  Boston,  T  was  once  a  resident  of  east- 
ern Massachusetts,  and  on  one  occasion  I  went  on 
the  Wheel  About  the  Hub.     It  occurred  to  me  that 
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the  route  taken  was  a  remarkably  interesting  one, 
but,  after  all,  not  so  full  of  interest  that  it  would 
stand  the  test  of  many  repetitions.  Boston  is  noted 
for  suburbs  full  of  historic  interest  and  for  most 
excellent  roads.  Neither  one  of  these  does  one  get 
the  pleasure  of  in  the  famous  tour.  With  Cam- 
bridge, Lexington,  Concord,  Salem,  Plymouth,  the 
Wayside  Inn  and  Brook  Farm  within  easy  riding 
distance  from  Boston,  why  do  the  wheels  travel 
through  a  section  wholly  devoid  of  such  attractions, 
with  the  one  exception  of  the  Fairbanks  house? 
With  roads  surpassed  by  no  others  in  the  United 
States,  and  equalled  by  few,  why  is  the  route  laid 
out  over  roads  that  in  some  sections  have  not  been 
improved  since  1879?  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  great 
deal  of  sentiment  in  the  idea  of  holding  to  the  old 
route,  but  one  by  one,  the  old  features  have  been 
lost,  and  now  the  tour  is  in  but  a  few  things  a  repe- 
tition of  the  old,  and  the  few  things  left  are  the 
most  unattractive  of  all.  The  finest  feature  of  the 
tour  is  the  good  fellowship,  the  association  of  old 
friends  in  the  open  and  the  common  interest  of  all 
in  the  wheel.  These  will  obtain  whatever  be  the 
route.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  few  changes 
be  made  in  the  route.  I  am  unable  to  suggest  a 
new  route  in  detail  but  I  sincerely  hope  that  any 
change  that  is  made  will  take  in  some  of  the  places 
of  historic  interest  and  that  the  route  be  over  good 
roads.  I  believe  that  more  people  from  a  distance 
will  want  to  engage  in  the  tour  if  a  change  is  made 
in  the  ■  direction  I  have  indicated.     I  do  not  want  to 
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seem  ungrateful  in  view  of  the  many  courtesies  that 
I  have  received  from  the  Boston  Club,  but  the 
famous  tour  has  been  made  such  a  grand  feature 
that  I  believe  it  will  not  be  impossible,  with  the 
opportunities  at  hand,  to  make  it  still  grander." 


President-elect  Woodrow  Wilson  sailed  last 
month  for  Bermuda,  where  he  will  spend  his  vaca- 
tion, returning  to  this  country  December  i6.  While 
on  his  vacation  the  victorious  candidate  in  the  recent 
National  election  will  take  long  bicycle  trips  in  pre- 
paring for  the  strenuous  position  at  Washington. 
As  the  roads  in  Bermucia  are  of  shell  and  coral  for- 
mation, the  future  resident;  of  the  White  House  will 
no  doubt  enjoy  his  trips  awheel. 


Once  more  we  have  a  cycling  President  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  Grover  Cleveland  rode  a  tricycle.  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt  rode  a  bicycle  and  at  one  time  was 
a  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  Woodrow  Wilson  is  an 
enthusiastic  rider  of  the  wheel  and  does  a  lot  of 
thinking  in  the  saddle.  The  man  who  rides  a  wheel 
is  hardly — ''Fit  for  treasons,  strategems  and  spoils." 


To  illustrate  the  fact  that  the  motor  car  as  an  in- 
stitution has  grown  old  with  remarkable  rapidity, 
Chicago  the  other  day  had  a  street  parade  of  "an- 
cient" automobiles. 

The  most  "ancient"  of  the  machines  in  Hne  were 
less  than  twenty  years  old,  yet  their  appearance  pro- 
voked both  curiosity  and  mirth.  A  collection  of 
eighteenth  century  coaches   and   chaises   would  not 
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have  aroused  more  public  interest,  and  certainly  it 
would  not  have  moved  the  spectators  to  so  much 
laughter. 


Not  so  very  long  ago  a  delver  among  literary 
antiquities  turned  up  a  notebook  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci's  in  which  appeared  sketches  of  aeroplanes, 
and  now  comes  an  amusing  Frenchman  with  cita- 
tions to  prove  that  Dante  must  have  flown.  They 
are  genuine  citations.  You  can  find  them  for  your- 
self in  the  seventeenth  canto  of  the  Inferno,  where 
Dante  and  Virgil  go  riding  on  the  back  of  an  im- 
mense beast,  which  is  obviously  poetic  license  mean- 
ing an  aeroplane.  Says  Virgil  to  Dante :  'Thou  hast 
need  to  show  strength  and  audacity;"  then  to  the 
alleged  beast,  ''Describe  a  wide  circle  in  descend- 
ing." Says  Dante :  'The  beast  continued  to  de- 
scend, slowly,  slowly,  turning  as  he  went  down.  .  .  . 
I  was  aware  of  motion  only  because  of  the  wind  that 
whistled  around  me  and  over  my  head.  ...  I  ven- 
tured to  look  down  a  moment,  but  was  chilled  with 
terror."     Q.  E.  D.! 


The  Boston  Bi  Club  called  its  460th  run  for 
Thanksgiving  Day  to  Blue  Hill  and  return  in  time^ 
for  turkey. 


Automobile    and    Cycling   PubUcations — We   pre-- 
sume   our   readers    are    interested   in   this  Jkind   of 
thing,  and  accordingly  submit  the  Hst  prices  of  the 
leading  publications   and   our  prices.      Automobile, 
$3 — $2.50;  Automobile  Topics,  $2 — $1.75;  Automo-- 
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bile  Trade  Journal,  $2 — ^$1.50;  Bicycling  World, 
$2 — $1.75;  Horseless  .  Age,  $2^1.75;  Motor,  $3 — 
$2.75;  Motorist,  $1.50 — $1.25;  Motor  Age,  $3— 
$2.50;  Motor  Boat  S.  M.,  $2— $1.75;  Motor  Boat- 
ing, $1 — .90;  Motorcycle,  $1 — .90;  Motorcycling, 
$1— .95;  Motor  Field,  $1— .85;  Motor  World,  $2— 
$1.75- 


NOTED,  QUOTED,  PROMOTED. 

Let  those  ride  now,  who  seldom  rode  before, 

And  those  who  often  rode,  now  ride  the  more. 

The  spacious  wheel,  which  here  thy  mortal  eye  doth  see, 

Hath  larger  rolled  with  God  from  all  eternity. 

Wheel  is  so  swift  a  thing  that  twinkling  it  can  fly 

Down  from  the  highest  hill-top  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

Fair  is  Aurora's  face,  but  on  the  wheel  more  fair. 

When,  with  arising  sun,  man  riseth  there. 

With  horse-car,  or  by  steam,  we  take  the  shortest  route; 

The  way  bicycle  leads  is  a  gay  roundabout. 

Let  big  wheel  be  my  sun,  and  little  one  my  moon, 

Then  will  my  dullest  times  be  made  as  bright  as  noon. 

And  dost  thou  cry  for  health?  the  fountain  here  may'st  see — 

Wheel,  so  thou  topp'st  it  oft',  runs  with  salubrity. 

Soul  riseth,  too,  with  body  the  hours  you  ride  on  high,. 

And,  hour  by  hour,  to  both  a  better  life  thereby. 

Ill  fares  the  man  to  bodily  ails  a  prey, 

Whose  gold  accumulates,  and  joys  decay. 

(Readers  requested  to  supply  quotation  marks  if  required.) 


During  the  past  two  weeks  I  have  been  doing 
quite  a  lot  of  night  motoring  over  the  roads  of  Kent, 
Surrey,  and  Middlesex,  and  I  have  been  greatly  im- 
pressed with  the  value  of  the  reflex  light — from  a 
motorist's  point  of  view.  Even  in  the  darkest  roads 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  locating  the  cyclist  who 
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had  his  machine  fitted  with  the  ruby-colored  lens. 
On  tjie  other  hand,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  see 
the  cyclist  who  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  have  his 
machine  so  fitted.  I  particularly  noticed  in  grey 
patches  of  the  road  one  could  not  detect  the  cyclist 
going  in  the  same  direction  until  you  got  right  on 
to  his  back  wheel.  Judging  by  the  increased  number 
of  cycles  I  see  fitted  with  this  essential  little  adjunct, 
I  should  say  that  the  cycling  fraternity  is  coming 
round  to  the  point  of  view  that  a  rear  Hght  makes 
for  safety  when  night  riding.  When  I  first  advo- 
cated the  use  of  the  reflex  light  I  was  accused  of 
looking  at  things  from  the  motorist's  standpoint.  I 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  indictment  because  I  was  con- 
vinced that  this  extra  precaution  not  only  was  for 
the  benefit  of  motorists  but  cyclists  as  well.  Aitev 
all,  the  artificial  light  costs  very  little,  it  requires  no 
care,  and  if  other  road  users  incidentally  benefit 
through  its  adoption,  it  would  be  very  selfish  on  our 
part  to  deny  them  the  "reflex"  advantage  which  the 
rear  light  undoubtedly  provides.  I  admit  at  once 
that  the  reflex  light  makes  night  motoring  much 
easier  than  it  otherwise  would  be;  but  don't  let  us 
forget  that  it  gives  the  cyclist  an  additional  protec- 
tion against  the  reckless  drivers,  who,  by  the  way, 
are  not  nearly  so  numerous  as  they  used  to  be.  In 
fact,  I  know  of  no  cheaper  insurance  for  the  night 
rider  than  a  little  reflex  lens.  This  has  been  borne 
in  upon  me  during  the  past  fortnight  when  I  have 
had  actual  demonstrations  as  to  its  effectiveness  on 
dark,  sheltered  roads.  I  am  looking  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  red  light  will  be  as  essential  to  the 
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bicycle  as  an  ordinary  lamp.  If  I  can  believe  the 
evidence  of  my  own  eyes,  we  are  within  measurable 
distance  of  this  Utopion  night  p'eriod.  Its  advan- 
tages are  so  great  that  in  time  it  must  be  generally 
adopted,  as  it  makes  the  life  of  a  motor  driver 
easier — this  alone  ought  to  atone  for  the  extra  cost 
the  purchase  of  the  light  entails — even  if  we  leave 
out  of  consideration  altogether  the  question  of  our 
own  personal  safety. — "Tramp" — Irish  Cyclist. 


THOUGHTS  AWHEEL. ' 


Some  men  are  like  peanuts,  the  better  for  a  good 
roasting. 

If  time  is  money,  what's  the  use  of  spending  our 
time  saving  our  money? 

Pleasure  with  some  people  consists  in  doing 
something  they  cannot  afford. 

Music  is  the  food  of  love,  but  it  doesn't  balk  at 
candy  and  ice  cream. 

When  the  hands  of 'a  clock  are  arrested  they  stop 
doing  time.     It's  quite  different  with  a  man. 

It's  a  wise  man  who  can  keep  his  own  counsel, 
but  it's  a  "wiser  one  who  can  sell  it,  like  the  lawyer. 

*'A  man,  like  a  watch,  is  known  by  his  works," 
observed  the  epigram  maker. 

"And  by  the  hours  he  keeps."  added  the  wife. 

"And  by  the  spring  in  him,"  said  the  athlete.  ■ 

"And  by  his  being  sometirries  fast,"  remarked  the 
reformer.  I 

"And  by  the  way  his  hands  go  up,"  put  in  the 
pugilist. 
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NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  DELEGATES. 

Under  the  Constitution,  L.  A.  W.,  the  basis  of  represen- 
tation in  the  National  Assembly  must  be  made  from  the 
membership  Dec.  i,  in  each  year. 

The  membership  Dec.  i,  1912,  gives  to  the  States  the 
number    of  representatives  as  below  set  forth: 

New  York,  10;  Mass.,  9;  Penn.,  8;  N.  J.,  3. 

Two  each  from  R.  L,  111.,  Conn.,  and  Ohio. 

One  each  from  Calif.,  N.  H.,  Mo.,  Md.,  Mich.,  Minn.,  D. 
C,  Ky.,  Wis.,  Iowa,  Me.,  Ind.,  Colo.     Total,  51!. 

Article  V  of  the  Constitution  provides  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  candidates. 

Sec.  2.  Nominations  for  the  office  of  representative  may 
be  made  by  not  less  than  five  members,  who  shall  file  the 
same  with  the  Secretary-Treasurer  during  the  month  of 
January. 

The  election  takes  place  in  March. 

ABBOT  BASSETT,  Sec.-Treas. 


William  H.  Edmands 

Optician 
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31  West  Street  -      -  Boston 

^levator 
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A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUPXCTUREBS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Aug'ustus     Nickerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel   B.   Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R.ootn  708,  £x«l\ang'e  Building' 

53  State  Street.    -    Boston.  Mass< 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS    AGENCY   furnishes    a   means   by    which  any  person, 
desiring  to   subscribe  for   various   Magazines   or   News- 
papers,  may   do   so    with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense.      To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions,  it  offers  peculiar  facilities. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  which  we  offer  by 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  ean  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  generally  at  a  discount  from  full 
price. 

Send  for  our  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville,  Mass. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


i^t 


THE   PRICE  TO  PAY. 


DUES — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  i-han  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it. 


APPLICATION  BLANK — If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Newtonville,  Mass.     Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  are 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2:  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


BaSSett'SSCi-apBooK 

A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  coyer  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertlsiug  medium  for  l.icycles  aud  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-$lM  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  $IM  an  inch. 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -dusluu 

Vol.  lo.     No.  II  JANUARY,  1913  5  Cents 


1913— LOOK   AHEAD   WHEELMEN— 1913. 


Let's  higher,  grander  ends  achieve,  and  make  this 
year  a  record-breaker;  we'll  boom  the  now  and  here 
and  leave  the  dead  past  with  the  undertaker. 


When  he  crosses  the  threshold  of  the  New  Year, 
isn't  Father  Time  a  "stepfarther?" 


The  thermometer  may  go  to  zero  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  and  your  cyclometer  ought  to  go 
there. 


The  sun  is  coming  back  again.     May  good  cheer 


and  good  times  come  with  it. 


George  Chinn,  formerly  of  Mass.,  now  of  White 
Plains,  N.  Y.,  an  old-timer,  indeed,  his  number  50 
being  but  one  higher  than  that  of  the  old  fellow  who 
is  writing  this, — writes  us,  among  other  things  : — 
^T  am  O.  K.,  thank  you,  except  for  a  little  lameness, 
resulting  from  an  encounter  with  an  auto.  I  was 
knocked  down  and  run  over  about  two  months  ago. 
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(You  know  how  irresponsible  country  motorists 
are);  but  as  it  was  a  small  car,  I  escaped  with  my 
life,  but  was  most  delightfully  banged  up."  How  to 
dodge  an  auto  is  becoming  one  of  the  great  prob- 
lems of  the  age. 


The  Wheelabout  long  ago  became  a  national 
aflfair,  though  promoted  and  located  in  Boston.  The 
question  of  a  change  of  route,  or  at  least,  certain 
minor  changes  in  the  program,  is  being  earnestly 
discussed.  After  all  it  is  the  good  fellows  that  go 
along  that  make  for  a  good  time,  and  a  change  of 
those  who  go  would  be  more  lamentable  than  any 
change  of  the  route  or  the  stoppings.  What  consti- 
tutes a  w^heelabout?  Not  roads,  nor  meals,  nor  fit- 
ting place  to  sleep.  'Tis  men,  good  wholesome  men 
who  know  what's  fun.  and,  knowing,  speed  it  on. 


The  latest  answer  to  the  question,  ''Where  do  all 
the  old  bicycles  go?"  is  to  the  effect  that  after  get- 
ting a  coat  of  gaudy  paint  they  are  shipped  to  Cen- 
tral Africa,  where  they  find  ready  purchasers  in  the 
native  chiefs  and  kings.  The  news  has  so  affected 
the  poet  of  the  "African  critic"  that  he  bubbles  out 
in  this  style:  "O,  age  of  dis-illusionment!  where 
shall  we  find  a  shore  Vv^here  'bikists'  cease  from 
troubling,  and  the  scorcher  is  no  more." 


Will  R.  Pitman  gives  his  ideas  about  the  Wheel- 
about.  "The  spirit  and  interest  as  \\t\\  as  the  senti- 
ment connected  with  the  W.  A.  T.  H.  seems  to  be 
dying  out  fast.     The  turn  down  at  dear  old  Ponka- 
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peg  was  the  last  straw.  Let  the  committee  find  a 
place  at  Scituate.  What  we  want  is  something  dif- 
ferent from  home  in  Boston  or  New  York.  We 
want  a  place  where  we  can  all  be  together  till  the 
end.  There  must  be  some  such  place  along  the 
Jerusalem  road  where  they  will  be  glad  to  see  us  and 
where  we  can  enjoy  the  company  of  each  other  till 
we  part  for  another  twelve  months,  or  perhaps  for- 
ever. The  beauty  and  charm  of  the  whole  affair  is 
that  each  year  we  go  home  again.  Think  of  the 
good  fellows  who  have  ridden  that  ride  who,  if  they 
could  speak,  would  say:  "To  the  end  continue  that 
which  is  history."  In  imagination,  as  we  enjoy  those 
two  days,  can  I  see  the  faces  of  good  fellows.  If 
they  only  could  be  with  us  now.  Some  changes  will 
naturally  have  to  be  made,  but  not  such  radical  ones 
as  have  been  suggested.  We  started  out  in  1892. 
Let  us  hold  to  that  as  closely  as  possible.  It  is  not 
so  much  what  we  have  to  eat  as  it  is  that  it  is  some- 
thing as  different  as  possible  from  what  we  have 
II  months  and  29  days.  It's  hard  enough  now  for 
those  who  ride  the  bicycle,  and  to  my  mind  they 
will  grow  beautifully  less.  For  the  past  few  years 
Captain  Kendall  has  said:  'Well,  we  won't  stop 
here,"  and  each  year  the  old  time  stops  have  been 
fewer.  It  was  always  one  of  the  dearest  charms  to 
me,  this  stopping,  for  each  stop  was  but  a  repetition 
of  a  preceding  one  a  year  earHer,  and  the  original 
run.  Cut  them  out  and  you  are  cutting  out  the 
life's  blood  of  the  W.  A.  T.  H." 
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Quin  Kilby  writes:  "I  am  inclined  to  agree  with 
Will  Pitman  in  desiring  that  the  old  route  shall  be 
adhered  to  as  closely  as  possible.  Of  course, 
changes  become  absolutely  necessary  from  time  to 
time,  but  I  think  a  brand  new  route  would  lose  much 
of  the  desired  flavor.  Men  with  bicycles  and  men 
with  motor  cars  can  go  where  they  please  whenever 
they  please,  but  the  Wheel  About  the  Hub  is  an  in- 
stitution which  should  not  be  fooled  with." 


Charles  Lamb  descants  on  New  Year's  Eve  and 
indulges  in  the  restrospect  of  his  life,  /'revolving  the 
lapse  of  time."  He  does  not  deplore  the  untoward 
accidents  and  events  of  the  past — his  disappointed 
love,  his  loss  of  money,  his  struggles  and  trials.  "I 
would  no  more  alter  them  than  the  incidents  of 
some  well-contrived  novel."  He  cherishes  the  recol- 
lections of  childhood — '*of  the  child  EHa,  that  other 
me" — and  exclaims:  "God  help  thee,  Elia;  how  thou 
art  changed!  From  what  have  I  not  fallen,  if  the 
child  I  remember  was,  indeed,  myself!" 


The  best  thing  about  those  six-day  bicycle  races 
is  that  they  are  less  common  than  they  used  to  be. — 
Boston  Herald. 


A  society  for  the  reform  of  male  apparel  has  been 
launched  in  Germany.  Trousers,  waistcoats,  shirts, 
suspenders,  collars,  neckties  and  hats  are  consid- 
ered ''freaks  of  fashion."  For  v.^orking  and  the  or- 
dinary purposes  of  wear,  the  reformers  desire  to 
substitute  the  smock  or  blouse  suits,  and  instead  of 
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the  prevailing  forms  of  evening  dress,  knee  breeches 
and  high-buttoned  jackets,  which  shall  obviate  the 
necessity  of  either  shirts  or  linen  collars.  The  hat 
must  eventually  be  discarded.  It  is  advocated  that 
each  man  design  his  own  clothes,  instead  of  yielding 
to  the  dictates  of  tailors.  Not  the  only  society  or- 
ganized to  bring  about  the  impossible. 


Christmas  Greetings — It  is  long  past  Christmas. 
but  this  is  the  first  chance  we  have  had  to  talk  about 
it.  The  boys  of  our  flock  had  a  lot  of  fun  with  Ess- 
tee,  and  at  his  expense,  as  witness  the  following 
Christmas  cards,  which  have  an  unusual  personal 
touch. 

From  President  Kilby,   Boston: — 

A  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year.  Friend  to 
friend,  I  send  three  wishes  on  this  joyous  Christmas  morn: 
May  you  never  have  a  heartache,  or  an  earache — or  a 
corn.  (Very  good,  but  then  a  stomach  ache  is  more  in  our 
line. — Esstee.) 


From  Vice-President   Hale.    New  York: — 

When  you  shall  climb  up  Christmas  trees,  in  these  here 
Christmas  times,  I  hope  you'll  pluck  a  lot  of  presents,  and 
lots  of  jolly  ihymes. 


From  Vice-President  Gideon,   Phila.,   Pa.: — 
A     second- Vice     sends    kind    regards,     and    hopes     your 
Christmas   holiday   will   be    a    well-remembered    feast.    like- 
wise  a  very  jolly   day. 


From  Auditor  Nash,  Abington,   Mass.: — 

Remember  when  you  write  your  checks,  to  careful  be 
and  certain;  for  you  must  stand  the  twelve  aside  and  date 
them  nineteen  thirteen. 


From  C.  J.  Obermayer,  Brooklyn: — 

I  send  a  de  luxe  Christmas  wish,  to  tell  you  what  I  feel 
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about  your  presence  that  we  always  greet  at  every  jolly 
wheelabout.  Of  presents  at  the  Christmas  time  we  know 
and  hear  a  deal  aibout.  and  yet  I  know  no  present  like  your 
presence  at  the  wheelabout. 


From  W.  M.  Meserole,  Brooklyn: — 

Two  resolutions  you  should  make  when  comes  the  New 
Year  day:  "I'll  not  throw  snowballs  in  July,  nor  skate  on 
ice  in  May." 


From  M.  M.  Belding,  Jr.,  New  York:— 

From  southern  latitudes  I  write,  where  everything  is 
pleasing,  to  send  a  hearty  Christmas  wish  where  everyone 
is  freezing.  The  love  we  bear  the  League  we  feel  there's 
nothing  can  surpass  it;  the  League  that  lives  because  held 
up  by  our  yearly  stipend. 


From  Will  R.  Pitman.  Sheepshead  Bay,  N.  Y.:— 
God  bless  good  people,  every  one,  and  grant  them  pleas- 
ant ways,  a  lot  of  gold,  enough  to  eat  and  many  Happy 
Davs. 


From  Lincoln  Holland,  Los  Angeles: — 

We  of  the  western  coast  now  send,  good  wishes  to  the 
land  of  gloom;  at  Christmas  you'll  be  frozen  up,  out  here 
are  trees  in  bloom. 


From  John  B.  Kelley  of  New  York: — 

I  hope  your  turkey  will  be  good  for  play  of  knife  and 
fork;  I  can't  tell  yet  if  Santa  Claus  has  ever  seen  New 
York.  I'm  sure  he'll  call  on  Boston  men,  that  great,  good 
natured  fat  'un;  but  I'm  not  sure  he'll  dare  to  come,  and 
see  us  in  Manhattan. 


From  Isaa:  B.  Potter,  Los  Angeles,  Cal: — 
May   Christmas  be  a   merry   day,    all  joy   and   naught   of 
woe;  no  thawing  out  of  water  pipes,  nor  shoveling  of  snow. 
(Slipped  a  cog,  Ike.     We  had  a  big  fall  of  snow  on  Christ- 
mas Day. — Esstee.) 


From  Marriott  C.  Morris,  Phila.,  Pa.: — 

I  hope  for  you  a  happy  day,  and  untold  joy  you'll  feel,  if 
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you  will  put  knee  breeches  on  and  ride  your  trusty  wheel. 
(Guess  again.  Not  much  fun  in  riding  through  a  foot  of 
snow. — Esstee.) 


From  ex-President  Atwater,  Bridgeport,  Conn.: — 
A  Merry  Christmas  goes  to  you  from  good  old  Bridge- 
port town,  I  hope  you're  sitting  on  the  lid,  and  if  so,  hold 
it  down.     Long  live  the  L.  A.  W.,  let  nothing  us  dismay, 
and  you  just  sit  upon  that  lid  'till  comes  the  judgment  day. 

We  have  very  many   more   of   a   general   nature 

which  were  very  welcome  in  the  assurances  that  we 

have  a  welcome  place  in  the  hearts  and  the  mem 

ories  of  our  friends. 


Marvelous  escapes  are  sometimes  recorded  in  the 
case  of  street  accidents,  but  it  is  seldom  that  a  heavy 
lorry  passes  over  a  man's  chest  without  inflicting 
injuries  which,  as  a  rule,  are  fatal.  Such  an  occur- 
rence took  place  recently  near  Heme  Hill.  A  cyclist 
dashed  out  of  a  side  turning  and  hit  a  motor  car 
ainidship.  He  rebounded  between  the  wheels  of  a 
heavy  lorry  and  the  horses  leaping  forward,  the  hind 
wheel  passed  over  his  chest.  Jumping  to  his  feet 
he   informed  the   motorist   that   he   always   wore   a 

flannel  chest  protector,  "but  this  bike  will  kill 

me  yet."  A  passenger  who  was  in  the  motor  car  sug- 
gests that  the  sudden  jolt  of  the  horses  must  have 
lifted  the  wheel  over  the  cyclist's  body  so  that  the 
full  weight  did  not  come  upon  his  chest..  This  is 
quite  possible. — Irish  Cyclist. 

To  those  who,  do  not  know  what  a  ''Lorry"  is, 
we  beg  to  suggest  that  calls  upon  the  dictionary  al- 
ways pay  for  the  time  and  trouble.  Why  certainly! 
We  really  had  to  call. 
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Subscriptions  to  the  fund  for  the  construction  of 
the  Ocean-to-Ocean  Highway  have  long  since 
passed  the  milHon  mark.  In  raising  the  money  the 
original  proposition  was  for  each  business  firm  or 
corporation  to  donate  one  per  cent,  of  its  gross  in- 
come for  a  period  of  one  year.  Besides  those  who 
subscribed  fixed  amounts,  very  many  automobile 
firms  and  companies  have  pledged  one-third  of  one 
per  cent,  of  their  receipts  for  three  years. 


A  man  went  to  an  insurance  ofBce  to  have  his  life, 
insured  the  other  day. 

"Do  you  cycle?"  the  insurance  agent  asked. 

"No,"  said  the  man. 

"Do  you  motor?" 

"No." 

"Do,  you  then,  perhaps,  fly?" 

''No,  no,"  said  the  applicant,  laughing;  "1  have  no 
dangerous — " 

But  the  agent  interrupted  him  curtly. 

"Sorry,  sir,"  he  said,  "but  we  no  longer  insure 
pedestrians." — Exchange. 


''Haven't  you  learnt  to  ride  your  bicycle  yet,  Pat?" 
"Sorra  bit,  Sor,  sure  oi  can't  balance  myself  stand- 
ing still,  let  alone  roidin'!" — P.  I.  P. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Pope  Manufacturing  Company  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
the  plan  of  conversion  from  a  Connecticut  to  a 
Massachusetts  corporation  was  unanimously  adopt- 
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ed.     The  business  of  the.  company  will  be  continued 
under  the  same  management. 


In  the  London  "Daily  Express,"  Mr.  Percy  Low 
says:  "Is  cycling  after  dark  to  be  impossible  unless 
one  is  prepared  to  take  all  the  risks  which  are  sup- 
posed to  attach  to  a  battlefield?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion w^hich  at  the  present  time  is  agitating  the  minds 
of  most  cyclists.  Day  after  day  we  read  in  the 
newspapers  of  some  cyclist  being  knocked  down,. 
and  in  many  cases  fatally  injured,  by  a  motorist.  It 
is  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  fault  for  these  acci- 
dents invariably  rests  on  the  cyclist,  and  it  appears 
to  be  high  time  that  some  effort  was  made  to  render 
motorists  more  liable  for  the  results  of  reckles.& 
driving  in  the  dark." 


Saturday  evening,  March  8,  is  the  date,  and  "The^ 
Parisian,"  56th  Street  and  Eighth  Avenue,  New 
York  City,  is  the  place  chosen  for  the  22d  annual 
reunion  dinner  of  the  Century  Road  Club  of 
America. 


Can  anyone  tell  me  what  is  an  "arm-chair" 
cyclist?  The  term  is  often  used,  always  as  one  of 
reproach,  by  scorchers  and  by  people  who  think  they 
can  scorch,  or  bv  others  who,  by  more  or  less  labori- 
ous means,  manage  to  run  up  what  thev  consider 
quite  a  remarkable  mileage,  but  which  is  reallv  very 
poor  compared  with  things  done  by  men  who.  either 
from  disinclination  or  lack  of  opportunitv,  do  not 
advertise    themselves.      If   the    arm-chair    cvclist    is 
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one  who,  having  spent  a  sane  day  awheel,  takes  his 
ease  in  his  chair,  I  think  that  he  is  a  person  to  be 
applauded.  If  he  is  a  man  who  is  inclining  towards 
the  sere  and  yellow,  and  who,  having  pottered 
around  the  block,  sits  down  and  writes  perhaps  six 
columns  about  it — or  nine  if  he  is  paid  by  the  quan- 
tity— then  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  wish  we  had  more 
such  men.  Cycling  was  made  by  such  men,  and 
when  they  sit  down  to  pour  forth  their  souls  about 
their  experiences,  there  are  few  preachers,  indeed, 
who  are  doing  more  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  I 
have  been  told  by  several  men  that  they  were  at- 
tracted to  cycling  by  seeing  me  perform;  but  dozens 
have  told  me  that  they  became  cycHsts  through 
reading  my  pen  and  ink  pictures  of  the  deHghts  of 
the  pastime.  I  am  convinced  that  the  term  "arm- 
chair cyclist,"  so  far  from  being  something  to  make 
one  hang  his  head  in  shame,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
compliments  that  could  be  paid.  Moltke  directed 
the  operations  in  the  Ftanco-Germian  war  from  his 
study.  Napoleon  didn't  butt  into  it  sword  in  hand. 
Had  he  done  so,  the  average  dragoon  would  have 
made  mincemeat  of  him.  No,  it  is  the  men  who  re- 
cHne  in  their  arm-chairs  now  and  then  who  do 
things;  they  are  the  leaders  of  men;  they  are  the 
Captains  of  Thought.  (I  don't  mind  saying  that  I 
am  one  of  them.)  The  scorchers  or  the  men  who 
ride  forty  or  fifty  thousand  miles  in  a  year  are  the 
merest  rank  and  file.  Of  course,  they  are  necessary; 
but  they  are  very  small  beer  indeed  compared  with 
the  others. — Scorcher  in  Irish  Cvclist. 
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We  are  in  receipt  of  a  photo  from  Florida  wherein 
our  old  friend  Belding  is  seen  riding  on  the  back  of 
an  alHgator  and  in  no  danger  of  exceeding  the  speed 
limit. 


A  HUNDRED  YEARS  IN  TROUSERS. 

The  centenary  of  the  trouser  reminds  us  of  the 
difficulty  that  was  found  by  the  nether  garment  in 
establishing  a  footing  in  this  country. 

Trousers,  which  were  ushered  in  by  the  French 
Revolution,  were  not  allowed  in  Oxford  till  1810. 

Cambridge  prohibited  them  until  1812,  and  as  late 
as  1 814  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  refused  admis- 
sion to  Almack's  because  he  insisted  on  wearing 
pantaloons. 

In  1829,  however,  trousers  were  worn  by  almost 
everyone,  except  by  those  old-fashioned  persons  who 
talk  so  pleasantly  through  the  pages  of  Dickens  and 
Thackeray  in  their  knee  breeches  and  bag  wigs. 

Trousers,  of  course,  were  known  long  before  the 
period  of  the  Revolution.  Some  of  the  ancients 
wore  them.  But  for  centuries  they  went  out  of  use, 
and  only  came  in  again  with  the  dawn  of  the  nine- 
teenth century. 

Even  down  to  the  present  day  some  men  cordially 
hate  trousers.  They  throw  them  oflf  in  favor  of  the 
Norfolk  suit  and  knee  breeches  whenever  there  is 
the  opportunity.  In  almost  every  branch  of  sport, 
except  cricket  and  tennis,  they  are  invariably  dis- 
carded; and  our  latest  war  was  conducted,   not  bv 
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regiments  in  trousers,  but  by  men  in  putties  and 
kilts. 

The  most  interesting  thing  recalled  in  the  history 
of  trousers  was  the  debate  that  took  place  in  the 
parliament  of  tailors  in  London  three  or  four  years 
ago  on  the  question  whether  they  should  be  abol- 
ished. 

All  the  arguments  that  could  be  used  against 
them  were  driven  home  with  force. 

They  were  declared  to  be  inartistic,  unhygienic, 
uncomfortable,  and  in  divers  ways  unsuitable  as  a 
garment  to  be  worn  by  men. 

For  gathering  up  mud  and  microbes,  the  cup-like 
bottoms  of  trousers  were  declared  to  be  far  worse 
than  the  trailing  skirts  of  ladies.  Not  only  was  the 
grave  danger  rheumatism  from  the  damp  urged 
against  them,  but  the  peril  of  lockjaw  was  suggested 
if  the  microbe  of  this  disease,  who  lives  in  the  earth, 
should  find  its  way  into  the  blood  by  the  agency  of 
the  trouser  bottom. 

Further,  it  is  pointed  out,  the  trouser  leg  was 
draughty  and  cold,  and  at  the  same  time  drags  itself 
into  hideous  contortions  with  every  movement  of 
the  leg.  In  the  nether  garments  of  celebrities  dis- 
tortions were  described  suggestive  of  concertinas, 
corkscrews,  and  buckled  tubes. 

The  bicycle  came  very  near  to  driving  out  the 
trouser.  but  the  auto  came  and  the  long  bags  came 
back. 


Don't  worry — other  people. 
Don't  find  fault  where  it  isn't. 
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Is  riding  a  wheel  with  loose  spokes  rattHng  fun? 

A  luxury  is  anything  you  happen  to  want  when 
you  haven't  got  the  price. 

The  trouble  about  dissipating  a  fortune  is  that 
the  man  is  apt  to  be  dissipated  with  it. 

Statement  made  under  new  postal  law  in  compliance  with 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  Aug.  24,  1912.— Statement  of  the 
ownership,  management,  etc.,  of  Bassett's  Scrap  Book,  pub- 
lished monthly  at  Newtonville,  Mass.,  required  by  the  Act 
of  Aug.  24,  1912. — Editor,  Abbot  Bassett;  Managing  Editor, 
Abbot  Bassett;  Business  Manager,  Abbot  Bassett:  Pub- 
lisher, L.  A.  W.  Publishing  Co.;  Owner,  Abbot  Bassett 
Not  incorporated.  No  bondholders,  mortgagees,  or  stock- 
holders. 

Signed,  Abbot  Bassett,  Newtonville. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  twenty-fifth  day 
of  October,  1912,  Charles  A.  Drew,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
My  commission  expires  Sept.  11,  1919. 

William  H.  Bdmands 

Optician 
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A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 
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LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Aug'ustus     NicKerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel   B.   Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R.ooxn  708,  KxcHange  Btiilding 

53  state  Street,    -    Boston,  Mass. 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS.  AGENCY   furnishes   a   means   by   which  any  person, 
desiring  to   subscribe  for  various   Magazines   or   News- 
papers,  may  do   so    with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense.     To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions,  it  offers  peculiar  facilities. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  which  we  offer  by 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  ean  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  ean  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  generally  at  a  discount  from  full 
price. 

Send  for  our  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville,  Mass. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


THE  PRICE  TO  PAY. 

.  DUES. — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  than  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it. 


APPLICATION  BliANK — If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Newtonville,  Mass.     Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  are 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
^membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  corer  and  therefore  a  first-clas« 
advertising  medium  for  hicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates  :-^1.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gLOO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  l-ost  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -owwu 

Vol.  lo.     No.  12  FEBRUARY,  1913  5  Centt 


LOAFING  ALL  WINTER. 

A  short  month  but  the  welcoming  month  to  many 
good  fellows: — Washington,  226.;  Lincoln,  12th; 
Longfellow,  27th;  Dickens,  7th;  Lowell,  23d. 


The  velicopede  blazed  a  path  for  the  bicycle,  but 
then,  shrimps  are  not  whales. 


O,  when  from  out  the  leaden  sky  the  snow  comes 
drifting  deep  and  high,  ':hen,  as,  with  many  a  long- 
drawn  sigh,  you  house  your  cycle  high  and  dry,  sa> 
''Au  revoir,"  but  not  "Good  Bve." 


It  will  not  be  long  again  till  the  bicycle  bell  is 
again  in  the  ring. 


History  repeats  itself.  The  first  President  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  was  also  President  of  the  Boston  Bicycle 
Club.    And  so  it  is  now. 


O'Reilley,  the  ''Scorcher,"  if  not  in  fact,  is  so  in 
name,  is  organizing  a  party  of  English  wheelmen  to 
visit  Boston  in  the  fall  of  1913  and  join  the  Wheel- 
about. 
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Molasses  and  the  wheel  is  the  very  latest  sugges- 
tion for  the  promotion  of  health  and  long  life.  Re- 
member that  it  is  rum  from  molasses,  not  rum  and 
molasses.     Our  fathers  were  very  fond  of  the  latter. 


A  learned  observer  discovers  that  obesity  is  in- 
creasing, and  he  attributes  it  to  the  elevator  and  the 
automobile  and  the  telephone.     Next! 


EARLY  CYCLE  RACING. 

We  are  taken  to  task  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Griffin,  F.  R. 
S.  and  M.  J.  L,  for  what  he  calls  setting  up  ''Spoof"^ 
dates  regarding  early  bicycle  racing  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
Here  is  what  he  says: — 

''In  the  Irish  Cychst  of  the  nth  inst.  there  is  an 
amusing  extract  from  some  publication,  issued  by 
the  League  of  American  Wheelmen,  which  sets  for- 
ward American  bicycle  racing  by  no  less  than  seven 
years  157  days.  Evidently  someone  has  been  trying 
his  'prentice  hand  on  'Cycle  History,'  or,  rather 
the  racing  side  thereof,  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Now,  there 
is  not  a  subject  in  literature — from  A  to  Z — more 
full  of  pitfalls  than  'Cycle  History,'  as  many  an 
otherwise  distinguished  writer  has  learned  to  his 
cost.  The  20th  November,  1866,  is  the  date  of  the 
first  U.  S.  A.  bicycle  patent,  taken  out  by  Pierre 
Lallement,  Paris,  and  James  Carroll,  Newhaven, 
Connecticut,  U.  S.  A.  (on  the  selfsame  day  a  fellow- 
townsman  of  Carroll's  patented  a  rubber  heel  for 
boots!),  and  the  sketch  in  the  patent  papers  (to  be 
seen  at  the  Patent  Office,   London)  is,   so  far  as   I 
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have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  oldest  authentic 
drawing  of  a  bicycle  in  the  world.  (If  there  is  an 
earlier,  please  tell  me.)  It  was  this  same  Lallement 
who,  that  year  or  the  year  before,  originated  the 
bicycle  in  France  by  adding  cranks  to  the  front 
wheel  of  an  old  Drasina  (hobby-horse — or  mayhap 
one  of  the  similar  machines  by  L.  J.  Dineur  (pat. 
17th  February,  1818) — in  the  carriage  works  of  M. 
Michaux.  close  to  the  site  of  the  present  Grand 
Palais,  Paris.  He  thus  set  the  French  trade  going, 
but  was  pushed  out;  his  master  took  all  the  glory,, 
and  Lallement  emigrated  to  the  U.  S.  A.  in  disgust. 

"The  connection  is  this.  Lallement  rode  one  of 
these  machines  in  1866,  and  certainly  made  others 
in  1867.  Now,  how  long  were  they  in  use  in 
America  before  racing  took  place?  So  far  as  my 
own  personal  investigations  have  carried  me,. 
America's  first  bicycle  race  meeting  was  at  Empire 
City  Rink,  New  York,  on  nth  of  November,  1868. 
I  will  not  guarantee  that  this  (promoted  by  the  New 
York  A.  C.)  was  the  first,  and  will  be  very  glad  of  an 
earlier  date,  with  authenticating  chapter,  verse  and 
line.  Racing  was  common  in  1869  and  onward.  It 
was  a  long  established  sport  when  Stanton  went 
out." 

It  all  depends  upon  the  point  of  view.  On  this 
side  of  the  water  we  do  not  class  the  velicopede  as 
a  bicycle,  although  it  had  two  wheels.  The  hand- 
cart also  has  two  wheels.  Lallement  and  Carroll 
did  not  take  out  a  patent  on  a  bicycle,  but  on  a 
velocipede.      It    cannot    be    shown    that    Lallement 
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made  many  machines  in  1867,  for  very  soon  after 
taking  out  his  patent  he  returned  to  France. 

The  velocipede  craze  started  in  America  in  1866 
and  lasted  until  1871.  During  that  time  the  bicycle 
was  little  known.  Velocipede  rinks  were  started  in 
about  every  large  hall  in  the  east  and  middle  west 
of  the  U.  S.  Improvised  races  in  these  rinks  were 
very  common.  A  race  for  the  championship  of  New 
England  was  held  in  Horticultural  Hall,  Boston,  in 
1869  and  a  relative  of  the  writer  won  it.  Will  R. 
Pitman  won  the  championship  of  Maine  about  this 
time  at  a  rink  in  Bangor.  The  Empire  City  Rink, 
where,  Mr.  Griffin  says,  the  first  bicycle  race  was 
held,  was  a  velocipede  rink  and  the  race  he  cites 
w^as  on  velocipedes.  Mr.  Alfred  D.  Chandler,  of 
Boston,  who  has  been  given  credit  for  having  been 
the  first  rider  of  the  bicycle  in  America,  disclaims 
the  credit,  although  he  was  among  the  first.  Before 
he  was  a  bicycle  rider  he  was  a  velocipede  rider.  In 
1868  he  imported  from  France  a  "Monod"  veloci- 
pede and  rode  it  on  the  highways  about  Boston, 
some  600  or  70Q  miles.  He  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  bicycles  shown  at  the  Centennial  Exposition 
in  1876,  and  gave  an  order  for  a  Challenge  bicycle, 
made  by  Singer  &  Co.,  Coventry,  Eng.  This  ma- 
chine arrived  in  Boston  in  May,  1877,  ^^^  on  the 
28th  day  of  that  month  Mr.  Chandler  rode  it  on  the 
highway. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  closely  in  touch  with  the  velo- 
cipede interest  and  he  shows  with  pride  a  very 
unique  and  comprehensive  Scrap  Book,  which  gives 
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by  newspaper  clippings  and  pictures  a  most  com- 
plete history  of  the  velocipede  and  bicycle.  Among 
other  pictures  is  a  full-page  illustration  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  Empire  City  velocipede  rink  where  Mr. 
Griffin  places  the  first  bicycle  race  in  America.  The 
Chandler  Scrap  Book  is  the  result  of  many  years  of 
labor  and  is  certainly  a  most  interesting  compila- 
tion of  the  history  of  the  years  it  covers  as  set  forth 
by  the  reporter  and  the  artist. 

Now  as  to  the  advent  of  the  bicycle,  Porter's 
"Evolution  of  the  Cycle,"  says  that,  'Tn  April,  1869.. 
a  patent  was  taken  out  (in  England)  by  J-  I- 
Stassen  and  in  it  the  word  bicycle  first  appears." 

Feb.  20,  1869.  the  Sporting  Times  of  N.  Y.  had  a 
front  page  picture,  labeled :  "Beauty  on  a  Bicycle — 
a  well-known  actress  mounts  her  velocipede"  (Chan- 
dler Scrap  Book).  And  it  was  a  velocipede  with  the 
lady  riding  side  saddle. 

In  1872  the  first  ''real"  bicycle  appeared  in  Eng- 
land,— the  Ariel  by  Smith  and  Starley. 

In  June,  1874,  Prof.  Brown  gave  exhibitions  of 
fancy  riding  at  the  Boston  Theatre  on,  what  was  set 
down  on  the  program  as,  *'a  bycicle." 

Our  regards  to  Mr.  Grififin  and  a  remark  that  in 
writing  the  history  of  bicycle  racing,  we  of  the  U.  S. 
make  a  distinction  between  the  velocipede  and  the 
bicycle.  In  writing  of  the  mechanical  history  of  the 
wheel  we  necessarily  have  to  embrace  the  Draisene, 
the  Hobby-Horse,  the  unicycle,  velocipede,  bicycle, 
tricycle  and  quadricycle.  In  writing  the  history  of 
racing  we  can  aflford  to  ignore  the   scrub  races   of 
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the  velocipede  era.  They  are  not  worthy  of  a  place 
on  our  records  of  the  sport.  They  were  run  in  rniks 
around  piled  up  chairs  and  settees  and  over  un- 
measured courses.  They  were  in  a  majority  of  cases 
run  for  money  prizes.  We  stand  to  our  colors  and 
maintain  that  the  charge  of  "spoof  dates"  is  not 
proven.  If  Mr.  Griffin,  or  anyone  else  can  tell  us  of 
an  amateur  bicycle  race,  on  a  standard  race  track  in 
America,  conducted  by  an  organized  athlete  asso- 
ciation, on  a  date  previous  to  the  race  held  by  the 
Harvard  College  Athletic  Association,  at  Beacon 
Park,  Boston,  May  28,  1878, — w-ell,  we  will  give  it 
prominent  mention.     Velocipede  races  barred. 


After  prolonging  his  life  many  years  by  eating  a 
gallon  of  molasses  a  week  and  spending  much  time 
in  the  open  air  by  riding  a  bicycle,  William  Boone 
-Eldred,  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  died  Jan.  19,  aged  87. 

For  years  he  lived  on  a  vegetable  diet,  but  was  an 
inveterate  smoker  and  a  constant  user  of  tea  and 
cofifee.  He  began  riding  a  bicycle  for  exercise  when 
70  years  old,  and  according  to  his  owm  figures  had 
ridden  20,000  miles  in  the  last  17  years.  Eldred  was 
a  descendant  of  Daniel  Boone.  He  mastered  the 
old-fashioned  velocipede  in  1869,  but  dropped  it 
until  1889,  when  he  learned  to  ride  the  more  mod- 
ern bicycle.  His  bicycle  riding  days  did  not  really 
begin,  however,  until  1900,  when  his  nephew,  upon 
returning  from  a  trip  through  England,  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  presented  him  the  "wheel"  on  which  he 
made  the  trip  and  which  Mr.  Eldred  continued  to 
ride  until  recentlv. 
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He  found  bicycle  riding  tlie  most  healthful  of  ex- 
ercises, he  often  said.  This,  combined  with  eating 
^reat  quantities  of  molasses,  kept  him  in  sound 
health  for  years,  he  believed.  He  began  smoking 
when  he  was  ii  years  old,  and  was  firmly  convinced 
that  it  never  injured  his  health.  Until  recently,  the 
last  time  he  had  a  doctor  was  when  he  was  60  years 
old. 


LOVE'S  VICTORY 
He. 


'Tell  me,  dainty  lady  mine. 

Will  you  be  my  Valentine? 

Long  I've  worshiped  at  j-our  shrine, 

Everything  I  have  is  thine!" 

She. 

"Truly,  sir,  I  cannot  say. 

How  much  is  your  income,  pray?" 

He. 

"Income,  dainty  lady  mine? 
What  of  that?     For  you  I  pine 
Night  and  day;  my  heart  is  thine — 
Pray,  then,  be  my  Valentine." 

She. 

"Hearts  and  pining  touch  me  not. 
How  much  money  have  you  got?" 

He. 

""Half  a  million,  lady  mine." 

She. 
**Of  course  I'll  be  vour  Valentine!" 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club 
was  held  at  the  Dreyfus  restaurant,  Jan.  8th  last  en- 
suing.    The  following  officers  Avere   elected: 

President,  Quincy  Kilby;  "Captain,  W.  G.  Ken- 
dall; Secretary-Treasurer,  Augustus  Nickerson;. 
Governing  Committee,  W.  H.  Edmands,  J.  J.  Fecitt^ 
J.  Rush  Green,  Thos.  A.  Hall  and  Theodore  Rothe; 
W.  A.  T.  H.  Committee,  Capt.  W.  G.  Kendall,  C. 
C.  Ryder,  J.  A.  Hendrie;  Annual  Dinner  Commit- 
tee, Thos.  A.  Hall,  A.  M.  Skinner,  Quincy  Kilby. 


The  Newton  Bi  Club  held  its  210th  meeting  and 
dinner  on  January  nth  at  Hotel  Venice,  Boston. 
President  Kilby  of  the  L.  A.  W.  was  a  guest  of  the 
club.  This  club  indulges  in  much  talk  at  dinner,  but 
there  are  no  speeches  nor  poems. 


Congratulations  are  due  Vice-President  George 
D.  Gideon.  A  grandson  and  namesake.  Isn't  it 
about  time  to  organize  a  wheel  of  grandfathers  with- 
in the  greater  L.  A.  Wheel?  But  then,  might  it  be 
a  thing  of  dispute  and  discord  regarding  the  beauty 
and  talents  of  the  kids?  At  all  events  we  are  glad 
to  note  the  rapid  growth  of  the  cradle  roll. 


R.  J.  Mecredy,  of  the  Irish  Cyclist,  has  been  ban- 
queted and  presented  with  a  service  of  plate  in  Dub- 
lin, on  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  wedding. 
Lord  Northclifife  presided.  /'Arjay"  is  very  popular 
among  the  wheelmen  across  the  sea,  and  he  has  a 
warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  those  of  us  on  this  side 
of  the  water  who  have  known  him  through  his  pen. 
Our  congratulations! 
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The  New-Haven-Bicvcle-Club  Veteran  Associa- 
tion held  its  annual  reunion  Jan.  24.  Something 
good  to  eat,  a  jolly  time,  song,  speech  and  story  and 
all  the  good  fellowship  incident  to  such  occasions. 


Harry  C.  G.  Ellard  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  died  Jan. 
3d  at  his  home  in  that  city.  He  was  a  life  member 
of  the  L.  A.  W.  He  became  a  member  of  our  or- 
ganization Jan.  31.  1890,  and  has  always  been 
actively  interested  in  its  work.  He  was  known  to 
the  world  as  the  "Cowboy  Poet"  and  the  '"Poet 
Lariat."  When  in  the  prime  of  life  he  became 
afflicted  with  tuberculosis,  and  his  parents  sent  him 
to  the  West  to  regain  his  health.  There  he  lived  the 
life  of  a  cowboy,  roaming  about  the  ranches  and 
open  plains  on  his  horse  until  he  was  cured  of  the 
dread  disease.  While  there  he  wTote  many  poems 
and  books  dealing  w^ith  the  wild  Western  life  that 
made  an  instant  hit  in  that  section  of  the  country. 
His  health  improved,  he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  but 
did  not  remain  long,  as  he  w^as  seized  with  a  desire 
to  see  the  world.  He  visited  parts  of  Europe,  Asia 
and  South  America,  and  had  planned  to  go  to 
Panama. 

He  made  a  study  of  baseball  and  wrote  several 
books  on  the  national  game,  one  of  them  being  a 
complete  history  of  the  old  Red  Stockings.  He  w^as 
the  only  man  who  had  pieserved  balls,  bats  and  uni- 
forms used  by  that  famous  old  nine,  and  had  re- 
jected several  fabulous  sums  for  his  collection  of 
mementoes. 
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His  health  again  declined  during  the  past  two 
years,  and  he  spent  most  of  that  time  at  health  re- 
sorts. 

He  was  well-known  in  League  circles  and  de- 
cidedly popular. 


AN   OLD   ENGLISH   BALLAD. 

Erroneously    attributed    to    Wm.    Shakespeare,    who   never 
saw  it,  and  lately  discovered  by  Quincy  Kilby. 

The  Old  Men's  Club  of  Boston  City 

They  rode  a  famous  centuree 

There  was  Charlus  Copyland  and  Smithy 

And  Five  Foot  George  and  Fred  Libbee 

There  was  Little  Fat  Jack  and  Teddy  Rothe 

-Augustus  Nickerson  and  me 

All  good-intentioned  men  and  worthy 

To  ride  the  ride  with  honestee 

>Oh  we  pedalled  right  and  we  pedalled  left 
We  pedalled  far  and  fair  and  free 
To   Providence  by   strenth  and  craft 
We  rode  and  rode  our  centuree 

It  was  a  cool  September  morning 
We  hied  ourselves  to  our  destination 
The  sun  it  shown  the  wind  was  calming 
And  no  one  had  no  perspiration 
The  road  we  rode  it  was  a  good  one 
Delightful  hard  and  strait  as  an  arrow 
We  rode  and  rode  till  all  of  a  sudden 
We  came  into  North  Attleburrow. 

Oh  we  pedalled  right  and  we  pedalled  left 

But  none  of  us  couldent  find  the  way 

To  go  from  North  Attleburrow  swift 

To  Providence  Rhode  Island  that  same  day. 

We  rode  and  rode  till  we  met  a  wheelman 
A  goodlie  man  was  he  and  smiling 
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He  told  us  true  without  concealment 

How  for  to  go  to  Providence  Rhode  Island 

Oh  turn  ye  left  and  turn  ye  right 

Apast  a  swamp  and  apast  a  thicket 

And  you  will  see  Providence  in  sight 

Four  miles  or  such  beyond  Pawtucket 

So  we  pedalled  left  and  we  pedalled  right 
With  strenth  and  eke  with  moderation 
Until  we  came  into  Providence  quite 
Adjacence  to  the  railroad  station 

We  ate  and  ate  our  dinner  then 
And  straitway  cycled  back  to  Boston 
But  Augustus  Nickerson  he  said  ahem 
About  our  mileage  theres  a  question 
We  trowed  it  finished  but  alack 
Cyckmmyters  sa}-  ninety  three 
We  must  fare  to  x^llston  out  and  back 
For  to  do  a  faithful  centuree. 

So  we  pedalled  swift  and  we  pedalled  fast 
To  Allston  and  back  conscientiouslee 
And  now  Ive  told  you  all  at  last 
All  about  our  famous  centuree 

Envoy. 

Oh,  the  times  may  change  and  our  lives  may  change, 
And  the  poor  grow  rich,  or  the  rich  grow  poor, 
While  the  muscles  give  over  to  gasoline, 
But  the  poets  and  liars  will  still  endure. 


Go  to  Bermuda — I  read  in  your  Scrap  Book., 
*'Ho\v  to  dodg-e  an  auto  is  becoming  one  of  the 
great  problems  of  the  age."  This  is  readily  solved 
by  going  to  Bermuda.  40  hours  from  here.  Abso- 
lutely no  autos,  no  railroads,  no  trolleys,  splendid 
roads  free  from  ruts,  the  real  cyclist's  paradise.  Do 
not  bother  taking  your  wheel  along  and  avoid  crat- 
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ing,  expressing,  paying  a  small  duty  ($1.20,  which 
is  not  refunded  on  leaving),  but  hire  a  new  wheel, 
splendidly  equipped  for  $3.00  per  week,  including 
the  cleaning  and  keeping  in  order.  Friend  Rams- 
perger  and  myself,  both  L.  A.  W.  veterans,  have 
tried  it  and  found  it  delightful.  Altogether  there  are 
some  160  miles  of  excellent  roads,,  nice  and  smooth, 
and  the  soil  so  porous  that  half  an  hour  after  a 
heavy  rain,  the  roads  become  perfectly  dry  again. 

If  you  want  to  go  there,  don't  take  the  old  Ber- 
mudian,  advertised  as  the  only  vessel  that  lands  at 
the  dock  at  Hamilton;  there  is  a  reason  for  that.  It 
is  a  Hght  draught  boat  and  can  therefore  cross  the 
bar  at  the  harbor  entrance,  but  how  it  rolls  in 
water  perfectly  smooth! — Sidney  Faber. 


He  rides  his  cycle  best  who  rides  for  pleasure 
and  for  rest. 

There  are  always  two  sides  to  an  argument,  but 
unfortunately  there  is  only  one  end. 

Clothes  may  make  the  woman,  but  not  when  the 
woman  makes  the  clothes. 


NOMINATIONS  FOR  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY. 

The  following  delegates  have  been  regularly  nominated 
for  the  National  Assembly,  L.  A.  W. : 

New  York.  10 — Lewis  P.  Cowell.  Frank  P.  Share,  Wm. 
M.  Frisbie,  George  T.  Stebbins.  Fred  W.  Brooks,  Jr.,  John 
B.  Kelley.  Will  R.  Pitman.  Lucius  H.  Washburn.  H.  W. 
Bullard.  L.  P.  Coleman. 

Massachusetts.  9 — A.  P.  Benson.  J.  Fred  Adams.  Herbert 
A.  Fuller.  Edward  Burbeck.  J.  Rush  Green.  Augustus  Nick- 
erson.  Wm.  W.  Stall.  Chas.   C.  Ryder.   Dr.  W.  G.   Kendall. 

Penns^dvania,    8 — George    T.    Bush,    George    D.    Gideon, 
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Wm.  L.  Lockhart,  D.  B.  Landis,  A.  D.  Knapp,  Warren  H. 
Foley,  Dr.  Clarence  Wright,  Chas.   E.  Minnemeyer. 

Connecticut,  2 — A.  G.  Fisher,  John  N.  Brooks. 

Illinois,  2— C.  M.  Fairchild,  M.  X.  Chuse. 

New  Jersey,   3— L.   H.    Porter,   A.    G.    Batchelder,  W.    S. 
Ginglen. 

Ohio,  2 — H.  S.  Livingston,  F.  T.  Sholes. 

New  Hampshire,  i — Elmer  G.  Whitney. 

California,  i — Charles  K.  Alley. 

District  of  Columbia,  i — Howell  Stewart. 

Kentucky,  i — Owen  Lawson. 

Missouri,  i — W.  H.  Cameron. 

Indiana,  i — W.  G.  Heberhart. 

Iowa,  I — W.  F.  Reinecke. 

Maine,  i — R.  A.  Fairfield. 

Maryland,  i — H.  V.  Casey. 

Michigan,  i — W.  M.  Perrett. 

Minnesota,  i — M.  R.  Brock. 

Wisconsin,  i — W.  H.  Field. 

Rhode  Island,  2 — Robert  A.  Kendall.  Thos.  P.  Himes. 

Abbot  Bassett,  Sec.-Treas. 

William  H.  Bdmands 

Optician 


R.oom   31 

31  West  Street  -      •  Boston 

Xlevator 
TelepKoKie  4387  W  Oxford 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MAITDFACTUBEKS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Aug'ustus     Nickerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel    B.   Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


Room  708,  CxcKange  Building 

53  State  Street,    -    Boston,  Mass. 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS    AGENCY   furnishes   a   means    by    which  any  person, 
desiring   to   subscribe  for   various    Magazines   or   News- 
papers,  may   do   so   with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense.      To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions,  it  offers  peculiar  facilities. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  which  we  offer  by- 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices, 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is- 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  ean  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
OP  bill  to  subsepibers  a  shopt  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  genepally  at  a  discount  fpom  full 
pplee. 

Send  fop  oup  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville,  Mass. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


THE   PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES. — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  than  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it 


APPLICATION  BLANK. — If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer:. 
Newtonville,  Mass.     Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  are 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
-membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


Scraps  from  N.E.  IV.S. 

TO      READ      AND      TO       HOLD 
TO  BE  WISE   AND    TO    BE   MERRY 


publisbed     Monthly 


A  COLLECTOR  AND  PURVEYOR   OF   ODD    BITS   OF   INFORMATION 
IN  THE  DOMAIN  OF  HISTORY,  LITERATURE^ 

BIOGRAPHY,  HUMOR,  ETC.  I .j^mm^^ 


MARCH,    1913 


50  Cents    Per  Year;  60  Cents  in  Boston  Postal 
District    Tfor  extra  postage.)    5  Cents  Single  Copy. 


L.    A.    W.    PUBLISHING     COMPANY, 

105   Central   Ave.,    NEWTONVILLE,    MASS. 


Opgranized  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  May  31,  1880. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1912-13. 

President: 

Quincy  Kilby,  127  St.  Botolph  St..  Boston.   Mass. 

1st  Vice  President: 
Wm.  H.  Hale,  New  York  City. 

2d  Vice   President: 
George  D.   Gideon.  Philadelphia,   Pa. 

Secretary-Treasurer  and   Editor: 
Abbot  Bassett,  Newtonville,  Mass. 

Auditor: 
George  W.  Nash.  Abington,  Mass. 


The  objects  of  this  association  are  (a),  to  promote  and 
encourage  bicycle  riding  for  business,  pleasure  and  health: 
(b),  to  protect  and  defend  the  rights  of  wheelmen  who  are 
members  of  this  association;  (c),  to  encourage  and  facili- 
tate touring  at  home  and  abroad;  (d),  to  procure  the  oas- 
sage  and  enforcement  of  laws  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  highways  and  bicycle  paths;  to  promote  a 
fraternal  spirit  among  its  members  by  frequent  meets  and 
reunions. 

We  are  here  to  stay!  We  do  not  propose  to  lower  our 
flag  so  long  as  there  remains  with  us  one  of  the  old  guard 
to  pull  on  the  halyards. 

Fop  Application  Blank  See  Last  Pages 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  and  therefore  a  first-clasji 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  usefu  to 
men  =  Our  rates  :-^l  50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  $IM  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office/at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  d^siuu 

Vol.  II.     No.  I  MARCH,  1913  5  Cents 


LOOK  AFTER  WHEELS. 
The  curtain  rises  on  V^olume  Eleven. 


In   just    one    summer    a    cyclist   may   have   many 
springs  and  falls. 


This  summer's  most  popular  air  will  be  that  used 
in  bicycle  tires. 


In  cycling  an  ounce   of   ''take   care"   is   worth   a 
pound  of  "fix  it." 


'T'm  going  to  attend  a  blow-out,"  said  the  cycler 
as  he  prepared  to  relight  his  lamp. 


The  scorcher  estimate?  his  pleasure  by  the  mile; 
the  more  sensible  cycler  measures  his  joy  by  the 
hour. 


A  jury  is  a  bodv  of  twelve  men  selected  to  decide 
which  of  the  contestants  has  the  better  lawyer. 


The  glutton  is  always  thinking  of  what  he  is  going 
to  eat,  the  dyspeptic  of  what  he  has  just  eaten. 
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Seems  like  old  times  to  be  arguing  over  cycle  rac- 
ing. Seems  to  be  kind  of  natural.  But  then,  we  are 
willing  to  compromise  and  let  the  other  fellow  have 
the  velocipede  while  we  keep  the  bicycle. 


EARLY  CYCLE  RACING. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Griffin,  of  the  other  side,  he  who  is  en- 
deavoring to  show  that  the  old-time  scrub  races  on 
the  velocipede,  over  improvised  tracks  in  velocipede 
rinks  were  and  now  should  go  on  record  as  bicycle 
races,  has  arrived  at  the  swearing  stage  in  the  argu- 
ment. Note  his  letter  to  our  good  friend  ''The 
Scorcher,"  of  the  Irish  Cyclist. 

"Bassett  has  the  (blank)  ignorance  to  write.  The 
first  bicycle  race  in  America — 17th  April,  1876!  ' 
And  our  dear  and  esteemed  friend  "Arjay,"  actually 
reproduces  Bassett's  bounce.  Throw  wide  your 
flights  of  fancy  and  imagine  a  man  so  utterly  ignor- 
ant of  his  own  country's  cycle  history  (too  lazy  to 
look  it  up),  and  casting  such  a  slur  on  his  country 
as  to  think  that  Americans  had  the  bicycle  in  far 
greater  use  than  here  for  so  many  years  without 
racing  on  it." 

We  do  not  propose  to  bandy  words  after  this 
fashion,  nor  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the  ignor- 
ance displayed  in  our  controversy,  but  we  do  propose 
to  see  that  we  have  facts  in  our  history  written  down 
just  as  they  occurred. 

America  went  wild  over  the  velocipede  for  a  time, 
but  she  threw  it  aside  in  1871  as  impractical  and 
therefore  worthless.     Between  1871   and  1876  there 
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Vv-as  nothing  in  evidence  in  America,  either  veloci- 
pede or  bicycle.  Then  came  the  Centennial  of  1876 
and  the  advent  of  three  bicycles  exhibited  by  an 
English  firm.  That  this  nev^  machine  was  a  thing- 
unknown  in  the  U.  S.  before  this  date  cannot  be 
disputed. 

Among  the  early  riders  of  the  bicycle  none  had  a 
more  prominent  place  than  Will  R.  Pitman.  He 
taught  Col.  Pope.  Chas.  H.  Pratt  and  a  host  of 
others  to  ride.  He  was  a  prominent  racing  man  and 
a  hardy  road  rider.  When  the  Pope  Manufacturing 
Co.  made  its  first  bicycle  in  Oct.,  1878,  Pitman  was 
sent  to  New  York  to  exhibit  the  new  machine.  He 
rode  the  machine  around  Union  Square  and  was 
arrested.  Editor  Charles  A.  Dana,  of  the.  New  York 
Sun,  took  up  cudgels  in  his  defence  and  he  was 
released. 

The  following  commtmication  from  Mr.  Pitman 
may  be  taken  as  a  counter  proposition  to  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Grifiin  that  bicycle  racing  was  com- 
mon in  the  U.  S.  in  1869. 


'Tt  is  very  true  that  David  Stanton  and  other  pro- 
fessionals rode  races  in  1876,  but  they  never  rode 
the  bicycle  out  doors.  When  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co. 
sent  me  over  to  New  York  with  a  wheel  in  the  fall 
of  1878  it  was  greeted  with  surprise  by  crowds  of 
curious  people.  Not  one  of  those  who  came  to  see 
it  told  me  that  they  had  ever  seen  a  bicycle  before, 
and  I  exhibited  it  to  newspaper  men  from  Chas.  A.- 
Dana, down.     I  claim  to  be  the  first  man  to  exhibit 


4  BASSETT'S    SCRAP    BOOK 

a  bicycle  in  New  York,  I  went  up  to  the  fall  games 
of  the  N.  Y.  Athletic  Club,  and  rode  the  bicycle 
around  their  running  track.  The  members  crowded 
about  to  see  it  and  looked  upon  it  as  something  en- 
tirely new.  I  went  over  to  Newark,  N.  J.  with  the 
wheel  and  I  am  convinced  that  it  was  the  first  bicycle 
seen  in  that  State. 

"Of  course  there  were  bicycles  at  the  Centennial, 
but  everybody  didn't  go  to  Philadelphia  and  after 
the  exhibition  was  closed  in  November  the  wheels 
went  into  the  hands  of  those  who  later  rode  them ; 
but  three  wheels  in  all  America  didn't  count  for 
much.  You  can  put  it  down  with  absolute  certainty 
that  the  bicycle  was  unknown  in  America  before 
1876,  and  the  statement  by  Mr.  GriiHn  that  there 
were  bicycle  races  in  the  U.  S.  in  1869  and  that 
bicycle  racing  was  a  common  sport  from  that  year 
onward  is  the  statement  of  a  man  that  doesn't  know 
what  he  is  talking  about. 

'The  N.  Y.  A.  C.  was  organized  in  1869  ^^d  ^^~ 
doubtedly  promoted  velocipede  (not  bicycle)  races 
in  halls  and  rinks  during  that  year.  I  know  of  no 
velocipede  races  out-doors  at  or  about  that  time  and 
do  not  believe  there  were  any,  for  very  early  in  the 
game  the  velocipede  was  proved  a  failure  on  dirt 
roads  or  tracks. 

''I  claim  to  be  among  the  first  ten  bicycle  riders  in 
the  U.  S.  and  I  know  something  aJbout  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  racing  game.  The  velocipede  was  not  a 
bicycle  in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  that  term.  If 
we  are  to  go  back  to  velocipede  racing  why  not  take 
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up  the  scrub  races  that  we  have  heard  of  on  the 
Draisene  and  the  Hobby  Horse?  Better  keep  each 
wheel  in  its  proper  class." 

Will  R.  Pitman, 
Still  I  Mile  Velocipede  Champion  of  Maine. 


One  word  in  conclusion.  Let  it  be  said  that  the 
Centennial  bicycles  which  were  taken  from  the  exhi- 
bition Nov.,  1876,  were  not  racing  wheels  and  were 
never  seen  on  the  race  track.  One  of  them  came  to 
Boston,  was  ridden  on  the  road  by  that  old-timer, 
J.  G.  Dalton,  of  Boston  Bi  Club.  This  was  a  Para- 
gon bicycle  made  by  Timms  &  Lawford.  He  rode  it 
first  on  Sept.  19,  1877.  Another  of  the  wheels  went 
to  T.  J.  F.  Lovejoy  of  Titusville,  Pa.,  now  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.  We  have  not  been  able  to  trace  the 
third  wheel.    Will  anvone  tell  us? 


The  drinking  fountain  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  which 
is  to  be  erected  as  a  memorial  to  Col.  Pope  will  be 
pushed  to  completion  at  once.  The  foundation  has 
been  laid  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  ready  for 
dedication  on  Memorial  Day. 


The  newspapers  report  the  death  of  one  Martin 
Halfpenny,  and  claim  for  him  that  he  designed  the 
pneumatic-tired-low-wheeled  racing  sulky.  They 
have  another  guess  coming.  Sterling  Elliott,  of 
Newton,  designed,  patented  and  introduced  the 
sulky  referred  to,  and  within  six  months  from  his 
initial    trial    of  the   machine    on   the   track,   the   old 
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fashioned    sulky    had    been    laid    aside.      The    new 
claimant  has  not  a  wheel  to  stand  on. 


"Yes,"  said  the  old  man,  "I  find  my  strength  is 
failing  somewhat.  I  used  to  walk  around  the  block 
every  morning,  but  lately  I  feel  so  tired  when  I  get 
half  wav  round  I  have  to  turn  and  come  back." 


BOSTON  BICYCLE  DINNER.  We  quote  from 
Kilby's  very  unique  invitation: 

"The  Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Club,  that  marvelous  melange  of  mastica- 
tion, melody  and  mirth,  so  warmly  welcomed  and  so 
enthusiastically  enjoyed,  will  take  place  on  Saturday 
evening,  February  8tli,  1913,  in  the  Gondola  Room 
of  the  Hotel  Venice,  which  is  situated  at  181 
Hanover  Street,  Boston,  on  the  right  hand  side 
going  down.  One  might  also  say  that  it  is  on  the 
left  hand  side  coming  up,  but  things  taste  better 
going  down, 

"The  hour  of  assemblage  will  be  six-thirty  and  the 
dinner  will  be  served  at  seven.  That  will  give  mem- 
bers time  to  lay  off  their  coats  and  to  look  at  them- 
selves once  or  twice  in  the  glass  before  sitting  down 
to  corrode  the  food.  (Webster  says  that  "Corrode" 
means  to  eat  away  gradually.) 

"The  quid  pro  quo  (this  is  an  obscure  Latin  phrase 
meaning  quid  pro  quo)  for  this  Feast  of  Reason  and 
Flow  of  Soup  is  Two  Dollars  and  a  Half  per  head, 
any  member  paying  for  his  head  being  entitled  to 
luring-  the  rest  of  himself  in  free. 

"The  attendance  of  everv  member  is  earnestiv  de- 
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-sired,  particularly  that  of  the  more  respectable 
ones." 

And  the  feast  went  off  merrily  indeed.  A  com- 
pany of  45  sat  down  and  among  these  were  Wood- 
ward, Obermayer  and  Kelley  from  New  York; 
Cooke  Himes  and  Rankin  from  Providence  and 
Whitney  from  Dover. 

A  quartette  from  the  Apollo  Club,  as  Kilby  puts 
it,  "vibrated  the  celestial  harmonies  as  of  yore.'" 
Charley  Reed  and  Arthur  Kendall  waked  the 
-echoes  with  song,  and  there  was  a  big  bunch  of  con- 
versation of  the  man  to  man  variety. 

The  boys  were  not  allowed  to  sing.  No  such  per- 
mission given  in  the  hotel  license.  Instrumental 
music,  but  nothing  in  the  vocal  line.  Tom  Hall 
spent  an  hour  at  the  phone  in  communication  with 
the  Police  Commissioner,  the  License  Commissioner 
and  others,  and  at  last  got  ofHcial  permission  for 
the  quartette  to  sing,  but  no  removal  of  the  ban 
on  the  boys.  And  they  couldn't  even  sing  the  club 
song  of  "Bibamus."  Perhaps  it  was  just  as  well 
that  some)  of  the  b'oys  were  not  allowed  to  break 
forth  in  alleged  song. 

Mr.  Bassett  presented  his  twentieth  contribution 
in  which  was  told  some  of  the  w^onderful  things  to 
l:)e  seen  in  dreamland. 

President  Kilby  gave  a  very  witty  contribution  in 
the  barking  line  in  which  he  put  the  members  into 
animal  cages  and  gave  them  characteristics  and 
-eccentric  qualities  which  they  themselves  did  not 
recognize,  but  their  friends   did.     It   was   indeed  a 
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rib  tickler  and  one  of  the  best  things  among  the 
many  good  things  that  the  President  has  been  cele- 
brated for. 

Among  the  pleasant  incidents  of  the  occasion  was 
the  presentation  of  a  massive  silver  loving  cup  to 
Augustus  Nickerson,  the  club  secretary.  This  in 
appreciation  of  the  loyal  service  he  has  rendered  the 
club  in  all  its  undertakings.  The  presentation  was 
decidedly  unique  for  the  ''speech,"  prepared  by  Tom 
Hall  w^as  sung  by  the  quartette.  Many  of  us  had 
never  before  heard  a  speech  sung  and  the  delightful 
variation  from  the  ordinary  thing  was  highly  en- 
joyed. Mr.  Nickerson  was  somewhat  bemused  but 
rose  to  the  occasion  in  expressing  his  thanks. 

And  then  they  filled  the  cup  with  wine  and  sent  it 
from  hand  to  hand  and  mouth  to  mouth  around  the 
board.    The  cup  bore  this  inscription: 

Presented 

to 

Augustus   Nickerson 

by  his 

Fellow  Members 

of  the 

Boston  Bicycle  Club 

February  8th  1913 

He  is  faithful  to  his  duties 

He  is  faithful  to  his  friends 

He  is  faithful  to  the  Ciub  and  to  the  wheel 

As  our  secretary-treasurer  he  does  a  lot  for  us 

And  he  does  it-conscientiously  without  a  bit  of  fuss 

So  we  take  the  opportunity  of  handing  this  to  Gus 

As  a  token  of  the  friendliness  we  feel. 

There  were  forty-five  at  table  and  jollity  jumped, 
joyously  up  and  down  the  line. 
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We  are  in  receipt  of  a  picture  postal  from  Palm 
Beach,  Fla.,  whereon  our  fellow  member,  M.  M. 
Belding,  Jr.,  stands,  in  bathing  costume,  on  the  bath- 
ing beach  already  for  a  swim  in  water  thermometer- 
ing  73  and  weather  up  to  70.  And  this  on  Feb.  20 
when  we  poor  fellows  up  north  were  shivering  with 
the  thermometer  at  ten  above.  Talk  about  the  high 
cost  of  living!  The  high  cost  of  warm  weather  is 
what  troubles  us.  Our  congratulations  to  the 
Appolo  Beldingnere, 


Shall  we  live  forever  in  the  memory  of  our 
friends?  On  February  17th  the  VV.  C.  T.  U.  cele- 
brated the  "heavenly  birthday"  of  Frances  Willard 
who  was  an  ardent  temperance  worker  and  an  en- 
thusiastic rider  of  the  wheel.  What  an  appalling 
number  of  celebrations  to  come  if  we  take  up  the 
''heavenly  birthdays"  of  all  our  friends. 


To  "tennis  elbow,"  "smoker's  throat"  and  "thirdr- 
rail  eye,"  the  journal  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation now  adds  the  "auto  leg."  The  "bicycle  face" 
has  gone  out. 


Boston  wheelmen  are  getting  together  once  a 
week  at  lunch  time.  Every  Monday  at  12.30  p.  m. 
a  group  of  Boston  Bi  Club  men  may  be  seen  in  the 
Gondola  Room  of  Hotel  Venice,  testing  the  product 
of  the  kitchen,  and  incidentally  talking  over  things. 
Any  good  fellow  will  be  welcome  and,  if  from  a  dis- 
tance, doublv  so. 
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Mr.  M.  J.  Gilbert,  he  who  has  been  the  head  and 
front  of  cycling  interests  in  St.  Louis  for  many 
years,  has  been  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  on  a  pleasures 
trip.  February  i  Miss  Alice  Hager  became  Mrs. 
Gilbert  and  on  February  6  the  happy  pair  started 
on  a  trip  around  the  world.  The  first  tour  on  record 
for  Gilbert  without  his  wheel.  Our  best  wishes  go 
with  them. 


President  Albert  L.  Pope,  of  the  Pope  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  has  started  a  movement  among  automo- 
bile manufacturers  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  au- 
tomobile shows.  He  says:  "The  disorganization  of 
your  factory  and  sales  department  and  business  in 
general  during  the  weeks  of  the  show  is  a  serious 
matter  and  I  think  one  that  will  have  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  the  near  future  by  the  automobile  industry." 
History  is  repeating  itself.  The  manufacturers  got 
tired  of  the  cycle  show  and  gave  it  up.  Mr.  Gor- 
mally  said  to  the  writer,  on  one  occasion,  'Wc  are 
as  much  showmen  as  manufacturers.  In  summer 
we  show  on  the  race  track  and  in  the  winter  in  the 
halls.  It  is  the  most  costly  and  the  least  productive 
of  all  our  advertising.'  " 


Saturday,  March  Q.  1878. — First  meet  and  run  of 
the  Boston  Bicycle  Ciub,  the  first  bicycle  club 
formed  in  America,  and  which  is  still  a  very  live 
organization.  There  were  fourteen  bicycles  of  the 
high-wheel  type  and  one  tricycle  in  the  run.  and  the 
start  and  finish  of  the   run  was  at  Trinity  Square 
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(now  known  as  Copley  Square),  Boston.  All  the 
wheels  used  were  of  English  manufacture,  the  Du- 
plex. Excelsior,  made  by  Bayliss  &  Thomas,  pre- 
dominating. There  were  several  Special  Chal- 
lengers, made  by  Singer  Mfg.  Co.,  another  English 
firm.  The  tricycle  was  a  Premier,  made  by  Hiliman 
&  Herbert.  There  was  no  xAmerican-built  bicycles 
at  that  date,  except  one  or  two  of  private  manufac- 
ture. 


AN  EARLY  VELOCIPEDE  RACE. 

Very  soon  after  the  velocipede  appeared  in 
France,  the  Hanlon  Brothers  brought  several  of 
them  to  America  and  gave  exhibitions  on  the  stage. 
They  were  gymnasts  of  the  first  rank.  When  they 
were  in  Boston  they  were  asked  to  give  an  exhibi- 
tion on  Boston  Common.  They  did  so,  and  the 
writer  was  one  of  the  crowd  that  w^as  present  to  see 
the  thing  done. 

In  July,  1868,  Wm.  Hanlon,  on  behalf  of  the 
Hanlon  Brothers,  took  out  a  patent  for  an  improved 
velocipede.  The  claims  made  for  the  new  machine 
were  slotted  cranks,  an  "extensible"  saddle,  an  en- 
larged front  wheel,  a  raised  handle-bar  and  a  sim- 
plified frame. 

Wm.  Hanlon  is  now  a  resident  of  Boston  and  he 
and  Quincy  Kilby  are  working  up  a  vaudeville  stunt 
soon  to  be  brought  out.  ~ 

But  we  started  in  to  tell  how  Will  R.  Pitman  won 
the  championship  of  Maine  in  a  velocipede  race. 
Here  is  his  storv : 
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"The  Hanlon  Brothers  came  to  Bangor,  Me., 
where  I  was  Hving,  in  1867.  They  gave  a  show  with 
a,  velocipede  act.  The  new  idea  caught  popular 
favor  and  immediately  schools  were  opened  in  rinks 
set  up  in  pubHc  halls.  I  learned  to  ride  at  one  oi 
these  schools  in  the  winter  of  1867-68,  and  was  very 
clever  as  a  trick  rider,  because  of  which  I  was  en- 
gaged as  manager  of  the  Exchange-street  rink.  In 
the  summer  of  1868,  July  4th,  races  were  given  in 
Bangor  and  I  was  one  of  the  contestants,  although 
not  a  winner.  During  that  summer  Mr.  T.  R.  Burn- 
ham,  of  Boston,  a  leading  photographer,  toured  to 
Bangor  on  a  velocipede  built  by  one  Joseph  Coville, 
a  silver  plater.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  B. 
Porter  Brown,  of  Boston,  came  to  Bangor  with  a 
beautiful  Kimball  Bros,  velocipede,  and  he  with 
Burnham,  Coville  and  Seth  Baker,  promoted  a  race 
at  the  Bangor  trotting  park,  a  mile  outside  the  city* 
I  rode  out  to  the  track  on  my  velocipede,  unbe- 
known to  my  uncle,  for  whom  I  was  working.  1 
went  into  one  race  and  was  beaten  and  so  w^as  not 
eager  to  go  into  the  one  mile  open,  each  rider  to 
ride  against  each  other's  time.  Prize  $25.  I  was 
urged  to  enter.  I  agreed  to  go  in  if  Brown  would 
let  me  ride  his  machine.  Brown  agreed  to  this  pro- 
vided I  would  pay  him  $5  from  my  winnings  if  I 
should  win.  I  practiced  on  this  new  machine  and 
got  the  hang  of  it  while  the  others  were  running 
their  heats.  No  one's  time  was  given  out  until  all 
had  finished.  T  got  the  word  "go,"  and  went  for 
all  I  w^as  worth.     I  think  it  was  a  spur  to  me  that 
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Burnham,  Coville  and  Baker  laughed  at  me  for  pre- 
suming to  be  able  to  beat  them  A  crowd  of  boys 
met  me  at  the  3/4  mark  and  told  me  I  had  a  chance 
to  win.  They  ran  alongside  of  me  and  patted  me  on 
the  back.  This  was  another  spur.  And  I  won  and 
was  proclaimed  the  i  mile  champion  of  Maine.  My 
time  was  5  min.,  5  sec.  (unpaced).  I  got  my  $25, 
paid  Brown  his  $5,  and  started  for  home.  Mv 
uncle  met  me  at  the  door  of  his  store  and  looked  at 
me  with  a  scold  in  his  face,  until  I  show^ed  him  the 
$20  and  told  my  story.  He  was  so  pleased  that  he 
had  my  picture  taken  and  put  in  the  store  window 
with  a  card,  'Will  R.  Pitman,  i  Mile  Velocipede 
Champion  of  Maine.' 

"That  was  the  first  out-door  velocipede  race  in 
Maine.  It  was  through  B.  Porter  Brown  that  I  se- 
cured a  position  with  Cunningham.  Heath  &  Co.  as 
a  salesman.  They  were  the  first  firm  in  America  to 
import  bicycles.  Later  I  joined  the  forces  of  the 
Pope  Manufacturing  Co.  Will  R.  Pitman." 


ANNUAL  ELECTION. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  no  case  is  there  more  than  one 
candidate  for  nomination  for  the  office  of  Representative, 
it  seems  unnecessary  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
an  election  by  mail. 

In  pursuance  therefore  of  the  authority  invested  in  me, 
I  now  declare  the  several  members  who  have  been  nomi- 
nated, to  be  duly  elected,  and  I  am  anxious  that  as  many 
as  are  able  to  arrange  their  plans  to  that  end  will  attend 
the  National  Assembly  at  Boston.  Massachusetts,  Septem- 
ber, II,  1913. 

Quincy  Kilby. 
President  of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen. 
Boston.    Massachusetts,   February   13th.   1913. 
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THE  YEARLY  GIFT 

January  first  of  each  year  is  the  time  set  for  making 
good  the  pledges  which  certain  life  members  and  certain 
annual  members  made  five  years  ago  to  a  fund  which  should 
make  it  possible  to  maintain  the  official  organ  at  its  pres- 
ent standard.  This  vear  we  have  received  payments  as 
follows: 

$5  each  from  Fred  Atwater,  J.  G.  Barnett,  M.  M.  Belding, 
Jr.,  E.  F.  Hill,  Chas.  Espenschied,  W.  H.  Field,  Dr.  L.  C. 
Le  Roy,  Fred  McOwen,  W.  M.  Meseroie,  C.  J.  Obermayer. 

$3  from  H.  L.  Perkins. 

$2  from  A.  G.  Batchelder,  C.  M.  Fairchild,  John  J.  Fecitt, 
George  G.  Greenburg,  F.  C.  Orr,  Geo,  C.  Pennell,  A.  L. 
Simmons. 

$1.50  from  George  W.  Nash. 

$1  from  W.  A.  Amory,  E.  S.  Barnes,  L.  P.  Case,  E.  O. 
Chase,  N.  G.  Crawford,  George  D.  Gideon,  M.  J.  Gilbert. 
Geo.  A.  Gorgas,  Allen  Hammond.  W.  G.  Heberhart,  Elmer 
E.  Jones,  W.  H.  Lord,  G.  Y.  McCracken,  Marriott  C. 
Morris,  E.  H.  Scheuber,  Paul  Schissel,  Curtis  Veeder,  A. 
D.  Wait,  Frank  Wessels,  Elmer  G.  Whitney,  H.  G.  Wynn. 


William  H.  Edmands 

Optician 
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31  "West  Street  -      -  Boston 

Klevator 
TelepHone  43871V  Oxford 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing^, 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Augustus     NicKerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel   B.    Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R.ooin  708,  E^xcHange  Building 

53  State  Street,    -    Boston,  Mass, 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD   ROADS 


THE  PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  <-han  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it. 


APPIilCATIOlf  BLANK.— If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Newtonville,  Mass.     Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  are 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders.  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


The  League  of  American  Wheelmen 

Is  an  organization  to  promote  the  general  interests  of 
cycling,  to  ascertain,  defend  and  protect  the  rights  of 
wheelmen ;  and  to  secure  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  public  roads  and  highways  by  promoting  in  the 
public  mind  a  sense  of  the  utility,  general  economy,  and 
desirability  of  high-class  roads,  and  persuading  legis- 
lators to  make  laws  and  provide  money  to  create  better 
highways. 

We  invite  every  man  of  good  character  who  rides  a 
wheel  to  join  us  in  prosecuting  the  good  work  we  have 
undertaken. 


APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 

ABBOT  BASSETT,  Secretary  L.  A.  W. 

Dear  Sir:— Enclosed  find  the  sum  of  ONE  DOLLAR,  of 
which  seventy-five  cents  is  for  one  year's  dues,  and  the  remaining 
twenty-five  cents  I  hereby  authorize  and  direct  you  to  pay  to  the 
publisher  of  the  Ofiicial  Organ,  and  request  that  he  enter  my  name 
as  a  subscriber  to  same  for  one  year. 

I  refer  to  two  League  members  (or  three  other  reputable 
citizens)  named  below. 

Name,  -- 

Street,  

City  and  State,  , 

References,    


''The  Cheapest  Life  Insurance'" 

is  what  COLUMBIA  LOCK  NUTS  have  been  termed  by  one 
who  knows  their  vahie.  Use  will  demonstrate  that  the  de« 
scription  was  not  misapplied. 


IMPROVKD 


Not  like  other  nuts,  they  will  NOT  shake  loose. 

No  cotter  pins  or  other  devices  needed.  Made  in  all  sizes  and  threads.  Send 
QS  size  of  bolt  you  had  to  tighten  that  nut  on  yesterdaj'.  We  will  fit  a  Columbia' 
NTut  to  it — FREE.    A  booklet  with  prices  mailed  on  application. 

COLUMBIA    MUT  &  BOLT  CO.,  Inc.,  Bridgeport,  Conn, 


LOCKHART  SUSPENDER  CO. 


LINCOLN 


Suspenders 


Garters 


Belts 


1307-09-11   MARKET  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


WM.  L.  LOCKHART, 
Treasu-cr 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  corer  and  therefore  a  first-claw 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.  ^  Our  rates  :-j^l.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ^^u 

Vol.  II      No.  2  APRIL,  1913  5  Cent* 


LOVELY  APRIL  WEATHER. 


''A  thorn  in  the  flesh"  is  very  sad,  but  a  thorn  in 
the  tire  is  twice  as  bad. 


This  is  the  month  when  we  think  of  what  cycHng 
used  to  be,  for  the  first  Thursday  was  opening  day 
of  the  season. 


It  is  the  popular  thing  on  Patriots'  Day,  April 
19th,  to  follow  Paul  Revere's  route  to  Lexington. 
That  is,  if  you  are  close  enough  to  it. 


Persons  troubled  with  shortness  of  breath  should 
avoid  longness  of  rides. 


A  fellow  that  raises  a  beard  gets  out  of  many  bad 
scrapes. 


In  cycle  history  the  next  best  thing  to  being  the 
first  to  come  is  being  the  last  to  go. 


The  Spring  cleaning  season  is  at  hand  and  wheel- 
men are  now  scouring  the  country  roads. 
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No  man  with  a  bicycle  to  ride  should  complain  of 
his  walk  in  life. 


The  best  definition  of  a  saint  is, — "One  who  says 
''Hang  it?"  when  his  tire  bursts. 


"Tramp,"  of  the  Irish  Cyclist,  has  taken  to  observ- 
ing in  short  spokes.  Here  are  some  of  his  spoke- 
lets: 

Costumes  sometimes  speak  louder  than  words. 

A  road  without  milestones  is  a  lonely  one. 

An  optimist  is  a  cyclist  who  is  thankful  he  cannot 
afford  a  motor  car. 

Ever}1:hing  comes  to  the  man  who  goes  after  the 
things  some  of  the  other  fellows  are  waiting  for. 

Black  ink  throws  light  on  many  a  question. 

Spare  the  oil  and  spoil  the  bicycle. 

Things  are  going  so  fast  nowadays  that  people 
who  say  it  can't  be  done  are  interrupted  by  some- 
body doinp^  it. 


'to 


EARLY  BICYCLES. 

Editor  Scrap  Book: — 

I've  got  to  come  and  take  a  hand  in  this  bicycle- 
velocipede  business.  In  the  March  number  of  the 
Scrap  Book  you  say,  "Between  1871  and  1876  there 
was  nothing  in  evidence  in  ^America,  either  veloci- 
pede or  bicycle.  Then  came  the  Centennial  of  1876 
and  the  advent  of  three  bicycles  exhibited  by  an 
English  firm.  That  this  new  machine  was  a  thing 
unknown  in  the  U.  S.  before  this  date  cannot  be 
disouted." 
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I  certainly  do  dispute  that  statement,  and  I  have 
documentary  evidence  on  my  side.  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  that  I  know  the  difference  be- 
tween a  velocipede  and  a  bicycle,  for  I  learned  to 
ride  the  velocipede  in  the  winter  of  1868-69,  ^^^ 
later  was  half-owner  with  A.  C.  Fernald  of  a  veloci- 
pede, which  we  bought  second-hand  in  1872  for  ten 
dollars.     I  have  also,  as  you  know,  ridden  a  bicycle. 

Now,  to  come  down  to  brass  tacks.  In  June,  1874, 
I  saw  Hrofessor  Brown  ride  a  high-wheel  bicycle  on 
the  stage  of  the  Boston  Theatre,  and  he  continued 
to  do  so  for  eighteen  nights  and  six  matinees.  That 
is  my  assertion.     My  proof  is  this: 

The  program  of  the  Boston  Theatre  for  the  even- 
ing of  June  22nd,  1874,  announces  among  other 
items,  "Prof.  Brown,  in  his  Feats  of  Daring  and 
surprising  Balancing  on  the  Bycicle."  Later  in  the 
bill  comes  a  "Grand  Velocipede  Tournament,  by  the 
Brown  Velocipede  Troupe."  Now,  mind  you,  I  saw 
this.  I  saw  Prof.  Brown  ride  a  bicycle,  the  first  I 
had  ever  seen,  and  I  savv^  the  six  girls  ride  veloci- 
pedes. One  of  those  girls  was  Addie  Scasi,  who 
afterward  married  Herrman  the  magician,  and  is 
now  Adelaide  Herrman,  a  magician  herself. 

A  most  peculiar  fact  about  this  statement  is  that 
I  have  before  made  it  to  you,  and  you  ignore  it.  I 
have  made  it  to  Will  Pitman,  and  he  ignores  it.  I 
have  made  it  to  the  late  Frank  Weston,  and  he 
ignored  it.  Isn't  my  reputation  for  accuracy  worth 
anything?  What  do  you  want  to  do,  stick  to 
legends,  or  get  at  truth? 
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[If  Air.  Kilb}^  will  turn  to  page  373  of  an  edition 
for  February,  he  will  find  that  we  gave  Prof.  Brown 
due  credit  for  having  ridden  a  bic3'cle  on  the  stage 
of  the  Boston  Theatre  in  1874.  Perhaps  we  should 
have  said  ''hardly  known,"  for  we  doubt  if  Brown 
ever  rode  the  wheel  on  the  road,  and  associated  with 
velocipedes  as  it  was  it  could  not  have  attracted 
much  attention,  for  it  was  doubtless  looked  upon  as 
a  variation  of  the  velocipede.  However,  we  give 
Prof.  Brown  due  credit,  even  for  the  mis-spelled 
name.     Ed.] 

The  next  time  after  1874  that  I  saw  a  bicycle  was 
in  1876,  when  I  saw  one  in  a  window  at  Chicago. 
This  was  during  the  Centennial,  but  it  could  not 
have  been  that  this  was  one  of  the  machines  exhib- 
ited there. 

On  the  subject  of  racing  I  am  as  uneducated  as 
the  veriest  child,  but  I  know  the  bicvcle  was  here  in 

1874. 

By  the  way.  Will  Pitman  is  a  year  out  of  the  w^ay 
with  the  velocipede.  It  was  in  1868  that  the  Han- 
Ions  first  brought  it  here,  not  in  1867. 

[Pitman  was  not  sure  of  the  date  nor  were  we. 
Ed.]  Quincy  Kilby. 


THE  FIRST  AAIEiRICAX  BICYCLE. 

Having  made  something-  of  a  stir  in  trying  to 
locate  the  first  bicycle  race  in  the  U.  S.  we  are  in- 
clined to  throw  our  hat  again  into  the  ring  and  see 
about  that  first  bicycle.  Mr.  Kilby  calls  us  down  for 
saying  that  the  bicycle  was  "a  thing  unknown  in  the 
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U.  S.  before  the  Centennial  of  1876."  We  admit 
that  the  statement  was  a  little  too  emphatic,  and  we 
are  going  to  show  that  we  should  have  said  "little 
known,"  by  telling  something  about  the  attempts  of 
certain  persons  to  make  bicycles  before  the  Centen- 
nial, and  shortly  after,  or  before  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co. 
began  to  manufacture  in  1878. 

It  is  a  question  if  the  bicycle  can  be  said  to  have 
been  ''generally  known"  to  the  great  Axnerican 
people  if  we  find  that  here  and  there  some  genius 
made  a  single  machine  for  his  own  use,  or  that  such 
a  machine  was  exhibited  among  a  lot  of  velocipedes 
on  the  stage.  The  Hanlons  created  a  furore  when 
they  rode  the  first  velocipedes  on  the  stage  because 
many  people  saw  for  the  first  time  a  man  riding  a 
single  track  two-wheeler  that  he  could  keep  up- 
right. It  was  no  strange  thing  when  Prof.  Brown 
rode  "a  new  kind  of  velocipede"  in  1874,  and  he  did 
not  attract  attention  to  any  great  degree. 

Thomas  Martin,  of  Rockland,  Mass.,  was  in 
1870-71,  foreman  in  the  shop  of  R.  S.  Gilmore  & 
Co.,  Wareham  street,  Boston.  Having  heard  of  the 
English  and  French  wheels,  he  built  one  for  Foster 
Gilmore,  nephew  of  his  employer.  It  was  made  of 
wood  except  the  axles  and  fittings.  Front  wheel, 
60  inch;  rear  wheel,  20  inches.  Each  rim  was  made 
of  ash  one-eighth  inch  thick,  bent  around  a  form, 
layer  on  layer,  until  the  rim  was  seven-eighths  of  an 
inch  thick  and  joined  by  waterproof  glue.  Hubs  of 
maple  and  ash,  ''built  up."  Iron  tires  seven-eighths 
inches  and  one-eighth  thick.     Saddle  of  wood,  cov- 
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ered  with  carpet.  Weight  40  lbs.  Mr.  Gilmore  rode 
the  wheel  to  and  from  his  work  for  several  years. 

Somewhere  about  1873,  Thomas  B.  Jeffery,  an 
Englishman,  later  of  Gormully  &  Jeffery,  went  from 
his  home  in  Chicago  to  England  on  a  visit  to  his 
old  home.  On  his  return  to  America  he  brought 
with  him  the  parts  of  six  bicycles.  These  were  in 
the  rough,  but  Jeffery  had  them  finished  up  and 
assembled  and  then  marketed.  It  might  be  a  good 
idea  to  set  a  detective  on  the  track  of  these  wheels 
and  give  to  the  riders  a  record  of  "the  first,"  which 
has  been  held  many  years  by  those  who  purchased 
and  rode  the  Centennial  wheels.  No  doubt  it  was 
one  of  these  machines  that  Kilby  saw  in  a  window- 
in  Chicago  in  1876.  These  wheels  had  the  rubber 
tire,  and  were  made  of  metal.  If  we  can  put  "Alade 
in  the  U.  S."  on  a  wheel  whose  parts  were  made  in 
England  and  assembled  in  America  we  can  find  our 
earliest  manufactured  wheel.  At  all  events  we  can 
trace  to  the  saddles  of  these  bicycles  the  earlier, 
and  perhaps  the  earliest  road  riders  of  the  bicycle  in 
the'  U.  S.  Why  has  Chicago  been  so  silent?  It  is 
not  usual.  For  thirty  years  the  wheel  world  has 
pointed  to  those  Centennial  wheels  as  the  earliest  of 
all,  and  Chicago,  with  the  right  to  claim  wheels  and 
riders  of  a  period  two  years  earlier  has  said  never  a 
word.  It  is  a  case  of  unparalleled  modesty  on  the 
part  of  what  has  been  called  the  "windy  city." 

One  Paul  Patten,  of  Salem,  claims  to  have  built 
a  bicycle  weighing  82  lbs.  for  Clarence  Murphy  in 
T876.    We  know  no  more  of  this  wheel. 
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R.  H.  Hodgson  has  a  good  claim  to  being  the 
first  manufacturer  of  bicycles  in  the  U.  S. 

Mr.  Hodgson  had  been  making  wheels  of  the  old 
''boneshaker"  pattern  in  England  in  the  '6o's,  but 
removed  to  America  in  the  early  '70's  and  engaged 
in  the  blacksmith  and  wheelwright  business  in  New- 
ton Upper  Falls,  Mass.  He  built  a  bicycle  of  the 
ordinary  style  in  1876,  rode  it  about  the  town  for 
several  weeks,  finally  selling  it  to  a  gentleman  from 
Boston.  Making  another,  and  finding  that  sold  as 
readily,  he  saw  that  he  had  what  was  the  beginning 
of  a  prosperous  business.  He  sold  out  his  black- 
smith business,  rented  a  building  and  started  a  ma- 
chine shop.  What  machinery  he  needed  he  had  to 
construct  himself — his  first  lathe,  by  the  way,  was  an 
unique  affair;  it  was  hand-made,  and  as  he  had  no 
power  to  run  his  machinery,  he  rigged  a  wagon 
wheel,  which  was  turned  by  one  of  his  men.  Even 
at  this  early  date  he  found  a  ready  market  for  all 
the  wheels  his  20  men  could  produce.  They  were 
called  the  "Newton  Challenge"  and  the  "Velocity." 
Hodgson  sold  out  his  business  to  McKee  &  Har- 
rington of  New  York  and  took  employment  with 
them  as  foreman.  This  firm  became  quite  a  factor 
in  the'  bicycle  business  in  the  early  history  of 
bicycling. 

The  late  Will  S.  Atwell,  it  has  been  claimed,  made 
the  first  bicycle  in  the  U.  S.  He  never  claimed  it 
him.self,  but  was  satisfied  with  the  knowledge  that 
he  made  one  of  the  early  ones.  In  the  year  1887 
Mr.  John  Harrington  of  Coventry,  England,  the  in- 
ventor of  the  bicycle  cradle  spring  and  Harrington 
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enamel,  was  a  guest  at  Colonel  Pope's  house.  Mr 
Harrington  told  Col.  Pope  about  the  success  of  the 
bicycle  in  England,  and  the  Colonel  asked  him  to 
send  over  for  a  bicycle  that  he  might  see  and  try  it. 
Mr.  Harrington  said  we  could  save  time  by  building 
one  on  this  side  of  the  water.  Newell  &  Co.  con- 
ducted a  large  machine  shop  in  Boston  at  that  time 
and  a  contract  was  made  by  Col.  Pope  with  them 
for  the  building  of  a  single  bicycle.  W.  S.  Atvvell 
was  foreman  of  the  shop  and  it  was  he  who  built  the 
wheel  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Harrington. 
When  completed  the  bicycle  weighed  113  lbs.  and 
cost  $350.  It  was  ridden  by  Col.  Pope,  John  Har- 
rington, Ei.  W.  Pope,  W.  S.  Atwell  and  many  others. 
The  bicycle  was  so  satisfactory  that  Col.  Pope  was 
induced  to  go  into  the  business.  The  Pope  Mfg. 
was  formed  and  in  1877  they  imported  machines 
from  England.  In  1878  they  started  manufacturing 
at  Hartford,  Conn.  The  Atwell  wheel  was  sold  to  a 
man  in  Turner's  Falls,  Mass.,  in  1878.  The  pur- 
chaser sold  it  and  it  was  finally  lost  track  of.  In 
later  years  a  large  price  was  offered  for  it  by  Col. 
Pope  but  it  was  never  recovered. 

This  seems  to  cover  all  the  early  bicycles.  The 
early  importers  were  Timms  &  Co.,  who  exhibited 
wheels  at  the  Centennial.  This  firm  established  an 
agency  at  Baltimore  in  1876;  Cunningham,  Heath  & 
Co.  imported  at  Boston  in  1877  and  the  Pope  Manu- 
facturing Co.  in  1877. 


at 


At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  C.  T.  C.  held 
Manchester,  England  on  March  7,  a  proposition 
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to  throw  open  the  club  to  all  tourists  and  a  motion 
to  bar  motor-cyclists,  were  earnestly  debated.  The 
former  was  defeated  by  a  large  vote,  and  the  latter 
was  ruled  out  of  order.  It  was  ruled  that  the  motor- 
cyclist was  a  cyclist  and  therefore  could  not  be  re- 
fused admission.  The  L.  A.  W.  has  always  held  that 
any  person  with  interest  enough  in  our  cause  to  pay 
our  dues  was  in  spirit  a  wheelman  and  therefore 
eligible  to  membership.  We  had  the  good-roads 
movement  to  promote  and  direct  and  many  who 
were  not  riders  of  the  wheel  joined  with  us  for  the 
sake  of  this  cause,  and  rendered  valuable  service.  P 
we  say  that  none  but  cyclists  shall  be  in  our  mem- 
bership, what  shall  be  done  with  those  that  are  no 
longer  cyclists?  We  must  admit  that  our  brothers 
across  the  water,  from  force  of  circumstances,  have 
to^reat  the  question  from  an  entirely  different  point 
of  view  from  that  which  we  hold. 


It  seems  evident  that  the  bicycle  as  a  means  of 
vacation  travel  will  get  a  big  boost  from  the  Wilson 
administration.  Already  hundreds  of  college  boys 
are  calculating  on  getting  passage  to  Europe  aboard 
cattle  steamers,  with  vacations  awheel  after  they  get 
there.  And  that  such  a  vacation  is  a  pleasant  one 
we  have  the  testimony  of  the  president  and  of 
the  assistant  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Alvey  A.  Adee. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  votes  were  cast  in  the  last 
presidential  election  by  men  who  were  not  born 
when  Mr.  Adee  became  assistant  secretary  of  state, 
and  from  the  time  that  he  was  an  attache  of  one  of 
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our  legations  in  Europe  he  has  loved  to  travel  the 
by-paths  of  the  continent  awheel. 


The  Boston  Bicycle  Club  has  presented  a  gold 
medal  to  Theodore  Rothe  of  the  club,  who  has  aver- 
aged  riding  290  days  in  every  one  of  the  last  15 
years  and  has  a  mileage  exceeding  100,000  miles. 
The  medal  is  circular  and  shows  the  Club  star  set 
with  five  emeralds,  each  one  of  which  stands  for  five 
years  of  riding.  It  is  inscribed:  "To  Theodore 
Rothe,  faithful  bicycler  from  the  Boston  Bicycle 
Club,  1913." 


It  is  difficult  for  any  grown  man  to  realize  that  he 
was  once  the  prettiest  baby  in  the  world. 


Although  the  bicycle  has  lost  so  much  of  its 
former  standing,  it  still  holds  a  prominent  place  in 
some  communities.  In  Scranton,  Pa.,  there  is  a  club 
that  has  a  membership  of  more  than  300  and  assets 
that  reach  nearly  $50,000.  It  has  been  in  existence 
for  thirty  years  and,  no  matter  what  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  bicycle  have  been  in  other  communities,  in  the 
city  of  Scranton  it  has  been  able  to  hold  its  own, 
even  in  the  face  of  the  advent  of  the  motor-cycle 
and  the  automobile. 


Over  a  course  on  Long  Island,  the  New  York 
State  Division  of  the  Century  Road  Club  of  Amer- 
ica will  hold  their  17th  annual  spring  century  on 
Sunday,  May  i8th.  Both  the  fast  and  slow  divisions 
of  the  New  York  riders  will  start  from  the  Carnegie 
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mansion,  opposite  Central  Park,  and  the  Brooklyn 
riders  will  assemble  at  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Monument  in  Prospect  Park  Plaza.  The  finish  will 
be  at  the  respective  starting  points  of  the  riders.  A 
sterling  silver  medal  will  be  given  to  each  survivor 
and  each  club  represented  by  lo  members  will  re- 
ceive an  honorary  pacemaker's  silk  sash.  Experi- 
enced pacemakers  will  have  charge  of  the  run. 


In  the  five  good  roads  states  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Ohio  and  Indiana,  where 
there  is  an  average  improved  highway  mileage  of 
nearly  35  per  cent.,  more  than  yj  per  cent,  of  the 
children  are  in  school. 

In  the  five  bad  roads  states  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas,  South  Dakota  and  Georgia,  with  an 
average  improved  highway  mileage  of  1.5  per  cent., 
less  than  60  per  cent,  of  the  children  are  attending 
school. 

In  the  four  bad  roads  states  of  Arkansas,  Mis- 
souri, Mississippi  and  North  Carolina,  with  a  total 
population  of  nearly  8,000,000,  there  are  about  375,- 
000  illiterate  men  and  women,  native-born  white. 

In  the  four  goods  roads  states  of  Massachusetts 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Rhode  Island,  with  a 
total  population  upward  of  6,000,000,  there  are  but 
20,500  illiterate  men  and  women,  native-born,  white. 
''In  other  words,"  says  the  writer,  in  Farm  and  Fire- 
side, ''education  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  hard 
road — as  roads  improve,  illiteracy  decreases." 
Many  children,  he  continues,  have  no  schools  to 
attend   because   "the   roads  are  so  bad  there  is   no 
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profit  in  farming,  no  money  for  schools,  no  prog- 
ress, no  growth,  no  ambition." 


According  to  experiments  made  at  the  Madison 
Square  Garden  six  day  bicycle  race  a  year  or  two 
ago,  every  bicycle  ought  to  be  equipped  with  a 
miniature  mechanical  band.  The  experiment  con- 
sisted of  timing  the  cyclists  when  the  band  was  play- 
ing and  when  it  was  silent.  Twenty-three  miles 
were  timed  while  the  band  was  playing  and  twenty- 
three  while  it  was  silent.  When  the  band  was  play- 
ing the  average  speed  w^as  19.6  per  hour.  When  it 
was  silent  the  average  fell  to  17.9  miles.  These 
studies  in  the  physical  efifects  of  music  have  been 
carried  further  since  then  and  they  seem  to  point  to 
the  conclusion  that  music  is  as  beneficial  to  the 
worker  as  it  is  inspiring  to  the  soldier.  Perhaps  the 
man  who  rigs  up  a  music  box  on  his  bicycle  may 
rob  hill  climbing  of  its  terrors  and  help  to  popular- 
ize this  means  of  locomotion. 


Alvey  A.  Adee,  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State,  who  has  been  in  the  State  Department  since 
1877,  will  retain  his  position  under  Secretary  Bryan. 
Mr.  Adee  is  affectionately  referred  to  in  Washington 
as  the  "wheel  horse"  (why  not  "wheelman"?)  of  the 
department,  and  it  is  said  that  few  important  diplo- 
matic notes  of  recent  years  have  escaped  his  editing. 
Presidential  Wilson  and  Secretary  Bryan  decided 
not  to  accept  his  resignation. 


Over  a  million  automobiles  registered  in  the  U.  S. 


Going  som! 
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Some  wrong-doers  should  be  turned  down,  but 
the  scorcher  should  be  straightened  up. 

The  only  way  to  get  along  with  some  people  is 
their  wav. 


NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 

Mr.    George  L.    Cooke,    15  Westminster   St.,   Providence, 
R.  I. 
Mr.  Augustus  Nickerson,   53  State    St.,   Boston,   Mass. 
Mr.   Fre.d  Atwater,   Bridgeport.   Conn. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  hereby  notified  that,  acting  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  I  have  appointed  you  as 
a  Com.mittee  to  make  nominations  for  national  officers  to 
be  voted  for  at  the  next  Annual  Election,  and  will  ask  the 
first  named  gentleman  to  act  as  Chairman  and  to  communi- 
cate with  the  others  as  to  matters  of  procedure. 
Yours  fraternally, 

Quincy  Kilby, 

President. 
Boston,  March  24,  1913. 

William  H.  Bdinands 

Optician 


Room   31 

31  "West  Street  -      •  Boston 

X^levator 
TelepKone  4387  ^V  Oxford 


A.  W.  FLINT  A.  G.  FISHER 

A.  W.  FLINT  &  CO. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 


MANUTACTUREKS   OF 


LADDERS 

For  Factories,  Mills,  Fire  Departments,  Carpenters, 
Painters  and  Masons. 

Extension  Ladders,  Step  Ladders,  Painters  Stageing^ 

Carpenters  Brackets,  Porch  Chairs,  Lawn 

Swings  and  Settees. 

Augustus     Nickerson 

Certified  Public  Accountant 


Daniel    B.    Lewis 

Public  Accountant 
and  Auditor 


R.ooxn  708,  KxcKange  Building 

53  State  Street.    -    Boston,  Mass, 


Audits  and  Investigations  Efficiently 
Carried  Out. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


THE  PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.     Memberships 

may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  t^han  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it 


APPLICATION  BLANK — If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Newtonville,  Mass.    Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  are 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents; 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS    AGENCY   furnishes    a   means    by    which  any  person, 
desiring  to   subscribe  for   various    Magazines   or   News- 
papers,  may  do   so    with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense.     To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions,  it  offers  peculiar  facilitie"s. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  which  we  offer  by 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  magazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  can  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  generally  at  a  discount  from  full 
price. 

Send  for  our  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville,  Mass. 


Bassett^SSC^apBool< 

K      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OK      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  Is  read  from  cover  to  corer  ana  therefore  a  first-clase 
advertlsiug  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates :— g!1.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  81.00  an  inch! 

Eutered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  190<,  at  the  fost  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879. 

Vol.  II      No.  3  MAY,  1913  5  Centb 

LOOK  ALIVE  WHEELMEN. 
May  it  be  filled  with  pleasure  without  measure. 


No  man  with  a  bicycle  to  ride  should  complain  of 
his  walk  in  life. 


It  was  Goldsmith  who  wrote,  "Winter,  lingering, 
chills  the  lap  of  May."  But  why  doesn't  May  make 
him  get  up? 


Bicycling  is  exercise  sugar-coated. 


Gone  to  the  spirit  land — Bostonian  now  visiting- 
Kentucky. 


A  soft  road  turneth  away  cyclists. 


On  a  bill  of  fare  we  read:  "Devilled  crabs  a  la 
diable" — which  somehow  reminded  us  of  the  man 
who  ordered  "a  small  demitasse  of  black  cafe  noir." 


A  Southern  paper  prints  this  bright  bit  from  a 
correspondent:  The  difference  between  life  and  love 
is  that  life's  just  one  darned  thing  after  another  and 
love's  two  darned  things  after  one  another. 


34  BASSETT'S    SCRAP    BOOK 

The  fact  that  men  and  women  are  always  running 
after  each  other  is  what  makes  the  human  race. 


The  Boston  Bicycle  held  the  usual  run  on 
Patriot's  Day,  April  19.  The  461st  called  run.  The 
usual  route  to  the  Reservoir  was  taken  and  from 
there  to  the  Woodland  Park  Hotel  for  dinner.  The 
after-dinner  diversion  was  a  look  at  the  Marathon 
racers  as  they  passed  on  their  25-mile  stunt.  They 
found  out  later  that  he  who  was  first  at  the  passing- 
was  third  at  the  finish;  he  who  w^as  third  came  in 
first,  and  he  who  was  sixth  came  in  second.  Time 
and  distance  was,  as  usual,  very  busy  over  making 
chano-es. 


'fe" 


My  wife  is  sitting  up  for  me  and  if  I  miss  the  last 
train  I  shall  catch  it. 


The   man  who   starts   to    ride   a  hobby  should  at 
once  equip  himself  with  an  emergency  brake. 


The  Newton  (Mass.)  Bicycle  Club  held  its  annual 
meeting  at  Hotel  Venice,  Boston.  April  19th.  Aieet- 
ing  211.  E.  P.  Burnham,  an  old  member,  now  of 
Hemet,  Cal.,  sent  a  jar  of  sun-ripened  olives  to  the 
table  to  garnish  forth  the  feast.  The  fcllowing  r.f- 
ficers  were  elected:  President,  Herbert  A.  Fuller; 
Vice-President,  Frank  A.  Hoyt;  Captain,  A.  P. 
Benson;  Secretary-Treasurer.  Abbot  Bassett. 


W.    I.    Doty,   formerl}-   of   Denver,   Colo.,  now  of 
Livermore,    Cal.,   has    qualified    for   a  place   on   the 
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Grandfather's  list  of  the  L.  A.  W.  Herbert  Allen 
Doty,  born  in  San  Francisco,  Jan.  25,  1912.  These 
little  things  point  the  way  for  a  great  future. 


It's  all  right  to  have  plenty  of  go,  but  you  also 
want  to  have  some  staying  qualities. 

Our  good  friend.  Will  R.  Pitman,  is  happily  over 
serious  trouble.  An  aching  tooth,  an  ulcerated 
tongue  and  a  consequent  operation.  They  took  out 
glands  from  the  right  side  of  the  face  and  had  to 
cut  off  a  piece  of  the  tongue.  'Tit"  writes  us  that 
he  said  "Happy  Days"  to  his  wife  just  before  going 
on  to  the  operating  table,  and  neither  he  nor  his 
wife  expected  he  would  get  through  and  retain 
power  to  speak.  But  he  came  out  all  right,  has  the 
power  of  speech  left  him  and  owes  to  his  rugged 
health  and  temperate  habits  the  passport  to  his 
safe  passage  back  to  good  health  and  strength.  His 
cycling  friends,  notably  Geo.  B.  Woodward  and  Dr. 
Willard,  showed  him  many  kindly  attentions  during 
his  illness  and  their  autos  were  placed  at  his  ser- 
vice. 


The  Veteran  Wheelmen's  Association  of  Phila- 
delphia, held  its  annual  reunion  at.  the  home  of  the 
Century  Motor  Club  on  April  i8th.  We  had  an  in- 
vitation to  be  present  but  there  were  obstacles  in 
the  way.  We  don't  know  what  they  did  but  they 
called  it  a  'Vaudeville  smoker"  and  we  can  imagine 
there  were  pipes  in  evidence.  Our  imagination  tells 
us,    also,   that   Tom    Hare,    Gideon,   Bovle,    Collins, 
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Dimon,  Morris  and  other  good  fellows  were  on 
hand  with  pipes  in  their  mouths.  If  they  were  not 
they  should  have  been.  We  can  also  imagine  some 
stories,  songs  and  steins  of-  beer.  And  there  you 
have  it.  If  one  cannot  get  to  a  good  time  he  can 
send  his  imagination  and  that  will  go  a  good  way. 


Frank  P.  Kendall,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  passed 
away  A/larch  24th.  In  the  early  days  of  wheeling  he 
was  an  active  worker  for  the  cause  and  in  1885  w^as 
Treasurer  of  the  L.  A.  W.  He  has  not  been  with 
us  in  recent  years,  but  the  veterans  of  the  sport 
have  many  pleasant  memories  of  him. 


An  English  motor-cyclist  was  recently  arrested 
and  fined  because  his  number  plate  was  obscured  by 
the  coat  tail  of  a  passenger  traveling  on  the  car- 
rier. Another  reason  why  a  Prince  Albert  is  not  in 
good  form  on  the  wheel.  Also  an  English  lady  was 
knocked  down  by  a  cyclist.  She  was  more  fright 
ened  that  hurt.  When  asked  if  she  was  injured,  hei 
reply  was:  "You  have  broken  every  bone  in  my 
corset."     Another  thing  not  to  wear. 


This  is  our  anniversary  month  and  we  round  out 
our  thirty-third  year  on  the  31st  of  May.  Of  those 
who  were  among  the  founders  of  the  League  at 
Newport  we  retain  upon  our  roll  three  of  the  officers 
who  were  elected  at  that  time.  Kirk  Munroe,  Com- 
mander; Albert  S.  Parsons,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary; Hugh  L.  Willoughby,  Treasurer.  Besides 
these  we  have  George  B.  Woodward,  H.  B.  Hart. 
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E.  W.  Pope,  E.  K.  Hill,  Chas.  S.  McCulloch,  Will 
R.  Pitman.  May  they  be  with  us  till  we  reach  the 
half  century  mark. 


The  Irish  Cyclist  takes  on  the  sub-title  of  Motor 
Cyclist.  The  Scrap  Book  seems  to  be  about  the 
only  advocate  of  the  man-driven  cycle. 


ZOOLOGICAL  MYTHS. 

Certain  creatures  oft  heard  of,  pray  who  ever  saw? 
There's  the  camel  whose  back  broke  beneath  the  last  straw, 
There's  the  wonderful  goose  that  laid  eggs  of  pure  gold. 
And  the  bull  that  got  in  where  the  china  was  sold, 
There's  the  ass  that  the  skin  of  a  lion  doth  wear. 
And  the  wrong  pig  we  frequently  get  by  the  ear. 
The  wild  horses  that  never,  no  never,  could  drag 
Us  somev/here — there's  the  cat  we  let  out  of  the  bag. 
There's  the  bird  that  goes  whispering  secrets  around. 
Whoever  has  seen  it,  whoever  has  found? 
There's  the  oft-mentioned  dog  in  the  manger  that  stands. 
And  the  elephant  someone  has  got  on  his  hands, 
There's  the  ravenous  wolf  from  our  doors  that  we  keep, 
And  the  wolf  that  goes  round  in  the  clothes  of  a  sheep, 
There's  the  nightmare  that  somebody  tells  us  they've  had. 
There's  the  cat  with  nine  lives  and  the  March  hare  that's 

mad, 
And  the  fox  that  declared  that  the  high  grapes  were  sour. 
And  the  grim  dogs  of  war — it  would  take  quite  an  hour 
Just  to  list  all  the  odd,  freakish  creatures  that  we 
Nearlv  everv  dav  hear  of,  but  never  once  see. 

G.  H.  W. 


Member  John  Kelley,  now  of  New  York,  has  been 
to  Cuba,  but  we  do  not  learn  that  he  has  become  a 
Cubist. 


League  member.  No,  392,  who  joined  the  L.  A. 
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W.  May  lo,  1889,  while  with  the  Chase  National 
Bank  of  New  York,  receives  this  very  fine  testi- 
monial from  the  New  York  correspondent  of  the 
Boston  Transcript: 

"In  the  personality  of  William  H.  Porter  who 
was,  in  191 1,  made  one  of  the  new^  partners  of  J. 
Pierpont  Morgan,  there  arose  another  mighty  colos- 
sus in  the  world  of  finance.  Mr.  Porter,  although 
fifty-two  years  of  age,  has  the  appearance  of  being 
about  forty.  He  is  said  to  be  a  marvel  in  matters 
pertaining  to  banking,  exchange  and  all  other 
things,  aUied  with  great  money  institutions. 

"He  was  born  in  Vermont.  When  he  went  to 
New  York  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  Fifth  Avenue  Bank 
for  about  eight  years.  It  is  a  good  criterion  of  his 
genius  as  a  wonder  of  finance  that  after  his  appren- 
ticeship he  was  made  vice-president  of  the  Chase 
National  Bank  and  held  that  position  for  seven 
years.  Then,  in  1898,  he  became  vice-president  of 
the  Chemical  Bank,  and  five  years  later  president  of 
the  same  institution.  For  two  years  past  he  has 
been  president  of  the  New^  York  Clearing  House, 
and.  recently  he  was  reelected  treasurer  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

"As  one  of  the  partners  of  J.  Pierpont  Morgan, 
Mr.  Porter  has  acquired  the  highest  position  in  the 
business  world  w^hich,  it  is  said,  it  is  possible  for  any 
man  to  achieve.  ]^Toreover,  his  elevation  to  this 
distinguished  post  is  said  to  be  entirely  due  to  his 
brilliant  qualities  of  mind  and  his  genius  as  a  man 
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of  tinance.     No  man  could  have  risen  as  rapidly  as 
Mr.  Porter,  it  is  said,  without  being  a  genius." 


Mr.  Raymond  Raife  in  an  article  published  in  a 
London  journal  tells  of  a  queer  cycle  club,  and  as 
he  puts  it:  "The  oddest  club  I  ever  struck.  It  has 
its  headquarters  in  an  open  railway-arch  in  the 
East  End  of  London,  close  to  the  Bow  Road.  Its 
members  wore  badges  punched  from  the  Uds  of 
Swiss  milk-tins,  and  only  the  wealthier  of  them  could 
sport  knickers  and  cycling  stockings.  So  far  as  I 
remember,  there  w^as  not  really  a  sound  tyre  in  the 
whole  club;  yet  they  were  good,  keen  cyclists  all 
And  once,  when  returning  from  a  long  August  bank- 
holiday  jaunt,  I  encountered  them  deciding  their  an- 
nual championship,  for  a  bronze  medal,  and  a  silk 
necktie  for  the  second  mail  home!" 


We  are  in  receipt  of  the  British  Handbook  and 
Guide  of  the  C  T.  C.  for  1913.  It  contains  Hsts  of 
C.  T.  C.  Hotels  (Hcensed  and  temperance),  Farm 
and  Boarding  Houses,  Country  Lodgings,  Coffee 
Taverns,  Consuls,  Repairers,  etc.  It  contains  be- 
tween covers  a  mine  of  information  for  the  tourist 
and  goes  to  members  for  a  shilling.  Would  that  we 
could  do  something  in  this  line  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  but  no  one  loves  a  wheelman  now.  The  auto 
is  more  profitable  to  the  hotels.  There  is  scarcely 
any  touring  nowadays.  The  old  fellows  are  not  in- 
clined to  it  as  they  once  were  and  the  young  fellows 
take  to  the  motor.  We  on  this  side  are  not  inclined 
towards  athletics  as  our  English  brothers  are.    Per- 
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haps  we  are  too  lazy.  Perhaps  it  is  a  matter  ol 
climate.  Perhaps  we  can't  account  for  it.  It  is  all 
a  perhaps. 


LITTLE  THINKS  AND  THINGS. 

Praising  an  actress  to  the  skies  isn't  going  to 
make  a  star  of  her. 

About  the  only  man  in  the  world  who  doesn't 
want  a  fat  job  is  the  living  skeleton. 

You  can't  please  some  people.  An  autoist  was 
recently  arrested  because  he  had  no  horn,  another 
on  the  same  dav  because  he  had  one  too  manv. 


LONG  WORDS. 


"Beleaguered,"  thoug-h,  that  word  excels 

In  point  of  length,  I  ween; 
Speaking  of  long  words,  "smiles"  must  be 

Called  one  of  the  prize-getters. 
Because  there  is  a  "mile,"  you  see, 

'Twixt  first  and  final  letters. 
Its  first  and  final  syllables 

Have  a  whole  "league"  between. 

"Transcontinental"  is,  you  bet, 

A  word  of  vast  extent, 
For  ere  from  "T"  to  "1"  you  get 

You  cross  a  "continent." 

But  wait!     "Unworldly"  takes  the  prize — 

Knocks  all  the  rest  to  pot — 
Within   its   length   the   whole   "world"   lies: 

That'.-,  going  some!     Kh!     What! 

G.  H.  W. 
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ODD  EXPRESSIONS  OVERHEARD. 

"Say!  if  brains  were  ink  you  wouldn't  have  enough 
to  dot  an  'i,'  " 

"This  steak  cuts  Hke  an  infringement  on  the 
Goodyear  patent." 

"Jones  is  the  heaviest  depositor  in  our  bank — he 
weighs  over  three  hundred  pounds." 

"Gee!  that  girl's  smile  would  ring  a  door  bell  in 
the  next  'block." 

''Credulous!  Why,  that  woman  would  believe  a 
dentist  when  he  said  he  wouldn't  hurt  her." 

"When  I  arrived  at  the  house  there  was  the  min- 
ister sitting  on  a  chair  and  three  ladies." 

"With  his  income  he  has  no  more  excuse  for 
being  in  debt  than  the  letter  'b.'  " 

"Blank  is  such  a  loafer  he  actually  rises  early  so 
he  can  put  in  a  full  day  at  it." 


The  average  man  is  apt  to  speak  very  glibly  of  so 
many  hundred  or  thousand  horse-power,  but  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  whether  one  person  in  a  hun- 
dred has  a  due  appreciation  of  what  the  phrase 
really  means.  Calculating  the  strength  of  twelve 
men  to  be  equal  to  one  horse-power,  it  would  re- 
quire 840,000  men  to  produce  as  much  energy  as  the 
70,000  horse-power  developed  by  the  turbine  ma- 
chinery of  a  big  Atlantic  steamship.  Then,  if  the 
men  were  to  work  on  the  eight-hour-day  system, 
those  figures  would  give  a  total  of  2,520,000,  that 
being  the  number  of  men  whose  strength  would  be 
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necessary   to   drive   the   vessel    across    the    Atlantic 
Ocean. 


The  fact  that  mankind  is  naturally  conservative 
accounts  for  our  clinging  to  certain  famihar  expres- 
sions that  have  lost  their  usefulness.  Thus,  in  esti- 
mating rates  of  speed,  we  say  "miles  an  hour/'  even 
when  only  short  distances  are  covered.  The  Scien- 
tific American  'believes  that  "feet  a  second"  would 
be  a  better  standard  for  measuring  speed.  Instead 
of  saying  that  a  person  walks  three  miles  an  hour, 
we  should  say  that  he  travels  4.40  feet  a  second;  in- 
stead of  describing  a  certain  speed  as  ten  miles  an 
hour,  we  should  say  that  it  was  14.67  feet  a  second. 
Miles  ah  hour  is  reduced  to  feet  a  second  by  multi- 
plying the  number  of  miles  by  1.467;  the  rate  in 
feet  a  second  is  changed  to  miles  an  hour  by  multi- 
plying the  number  of  feet  by  0.682.  Roughly,  feet 
a  second  is  one  and  a  half  times  miles  an  hour,  and 
consequently  miles  an  hour  is  about  two-thirds  feet 
a  second. 


One  of  Frank  Sibley's  stories,  telling  the  experi- 
ences of  a  Harvard  student: — 

''A  cousin  of  mine  in  the  western  part  of  the  state 
came  to  Boston  for  a  visit,  and  dropped  out  to  Cam- 
bridge to  call  on  me.  He  asked  if  he  could  share 
my  room  with  me  that  night  and  I  told  him  he 
could  if  he  came  in  early  enough.  He  started  for  a 
theatre  and  when  midnight  came  without  any  trace 
oi  him  I  called  in  my  regular  room-mate,  who  had 
sought   quarters   elsewhere    to    make   room   for   my 
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cousin.     I  decided  that   my   relative  was  going  to 
make  a  night  of  it  in  town. 

"We  had  hardly  got  to  sleep,  however,  when  he 
came  in,  packing  a  highly-flavored  'breath.  We  said 
nothing  and  he  soon  climbed  into  the  bed  with  us. 
Everything  was  quiet  for  a  few  moments,  when  sud- 
denly he  sat  up,  put  his  mouth  close  to  my  ear  and 
^yhispered:  'J^"^'  there  are  six  feet  in  this  bed!' 
'Forget  it,'  I  said,  'you're  crazy.'  "With  that  he 
climbed  out,  groped  his  way  around  to  the  foot  of 
the  bed  and  began  to  paw  our  feet.  'You're  right,' 
he-said  after  a  minute.  'I've  counted  'em  and  there's 
only  four.'  " 


THE  YEARLY  GIFT. 

Further  contributions— H.  S.  Earle,  $5;   Geo.   M.  Halsey, 
$4:  J.   G.  Linsley,  $1.50. 

William  H.  Edmands 

Optician 


Room   31 

31  ^West  Street  -      •  Boston 

£leva.tor 
TelepKone  43871V  Oxford 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


THE  PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES. — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  suD- 
scribe  for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  nonr 
other  than  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it. 


APPLICATION  BLANK— If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Newtonville,  Mass.    Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  arc 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  corer  and  therefore  a  first-clasa 
advertising  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anythin"-  useful  to 
men.     Our  rates :— ^1.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gSl.OO  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879. 

Vol.  II      No.  4  JUNE,  1913  5  Cents 


THE  MONTH  OF  FLOWERS. 


Roses    everywhere,    lilies,    larkspur,    iris,    peonies, 
and  flowerins:  shrubs. 


Nests,   eo'2:s,   birdlins^s,    flip"hts,   son2;s,   calls,   con- 
fusion. 


Bicycles,  motor-cycles,  automobiles  and  open  cars. 


Our  thirty-third  birthday  .went  by  quietly.  Won- 
der  how  many  members  recognized  it  with  a  bow 
and  an  uplifted  hat? 


The  Monday  Club  of  Boston  still  eats  its  lunch  at 
the  Venice. 


Gibbs — Doctor  Smart  says  it  requires  lots  of  pa- 
tience to  run  an  automobile. 

Dibbs — Well,  he's  got  the  patients. 


Married,  June  9,  1913,  at  Brookline,  Mass.,  Miss 
Barbara  Kilby,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quincy 
Kilby,  to  Dr.  Henry  Bayard  Phillips  of  Boston. 
The  usual  orange  blossoms,  confetti,  wedding  cake 
and  good  wishes. 
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Our  supply  of  C.  T.  C.  tickets  is  at  hand.  Any 
member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  who  intends  touring  abroad 
may  obtain  one  of  these  tickets  which  will  constitute 
him  a  member  of  the  C.  T.  C.  for  the  current.  The 
ticket  is  useful  in  securing  C.  T.  C.  discounts  at 
•  hotels  and  repair  shops,  and  the  publications  of  the 
Club  at  member's  rates.  It  is  not  good  at  the  Cus- 
tom Houses  to  secure  free  entry  of  wheels.  Those 
who  desire  the  latter  privilege  should  join  the  C.  T. 
C.  and  take  out  the  special  ticket  in  addition  to  the 
regular  ticket.  This  they  must  do  at  the  home  ofifice 
of  the  C.  T.  C,  280  Euston  Road,  X.  W.,  London, 
England. 


Abner  T.  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  writes:  'T 
learned  to  ride  the  velocipede  on  July  4,  1868,  at 
Smith's  Island  on  the  Delaware  River.  I  was  also 
in  a  bicycle  race  in  the  Bi-Centennial.  George  D. 
Gideon  was  the  starter." 


The  Essex  Bi  Club,  of  Newark,  X.  J.,  held  its  an- 
nual meeting  and  dinner,  April  19th,  at  the  Essex 
Club.  The  club  was  organized  March,  1879,  ^^^  has 
now,  upon  its  roll,  some  forty  old  riders.  The  fol- 
lowing ofiRcers  were  elected:  President,  W.  S. 
Righter;  Vice  President,  Herbert  W.  Knight;  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Benjamin  J.  Coe. 


Can  a  man  who  robs  on  the  highway  in  or  by  the 
aid  of  an  automobile  be  properly  called  a  highway- 
man?    In  the  good  old  days  of  the  road,  the  word 
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highwayman  was  appHed  to  a  robber  on  horseback, 
and  a  footpad  was  an  nnmounted  robber.  The  high- 
wayman was  supposed  by  far  tlie  more  gallant  of  the 
two,  and  he  cut  a  dash  in  song,  fiction,  drama  and 
on  the  scaffold.  He  \vas  the  delight  of  the  ladies, 
who  often  mourned  sincerely  his  final  dance  in  the 
air.  The  footpad  was  a  coarse,  rude  person.  What 
should  be  the  term  for  a  robber  rejoicing  in  his 
motor-car? 


The  twenty-seventh  annual  dinner  of  the  Rovers' 
Cycle  Club  was  held  at  the  B.  A.  A.  Club  House, 
Boston,  on  Saturday  evening.  May  3d.  The  mem- 
Ders  of  the  club  turned  out  in  goodly  numbers.  The 
special  guests  of  the  evening  were  President  Quincy 
Kilby  of  the  L.  A.  W. ;  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary  of 
the  L  A.  W.  and  Dr.  W.  G.  Kendall  Captain  of  the 
Boston  Bicycle  Club,  and  Dr.  F.  C.  Richardson. 
There  was  some  especially  fine  singing  by  Dr.  Gould 
and  Mr.  Ballard  and  a  budget  of  bright  stories  by 
jMr.  McHugh  the  humorist.  President  Kilby  re- 
sponded to  a  toast  with  a  lot  of  rhythmical  funny 
things  and  ^Ir.  Bassett  told,  in  rhyme,  about  a  fly- 
ing trip  on  an  aeroplane.  Dr.  F.  C,  Richardson 
spoke  briefly  and  told  a  few  stories.  Edward  Bur- 
b^ck  responded  in  a  feeling  manner  to  a  toast  of- 
fered to  the  memory  of  depart'^d  club  mates,  and 
CaDt.  Kendall  spoke  f-^r  the  Boston  Bi  Club.  The 
following  ofBcers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
President,  Thomas  H.  Hall-  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Byron  G.  ^lorgan;  Captain,  H.  E.  Carter;  Lieuten- 
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ant,  E.  G.  Wis  well.     The  club  was  organized  in  1886 
and  is  Xo.  i  Club  of  the  L.  A.  W. 


The  Newton  Bi  Club  will  hold  a  "'Ladies'  Night" 
on  July  II,  when  the  Club  will  be  guests  of  Presi- 
dent Fuller  at  the  Point  Shirle}^  Club  at  the  point  of 
the  beach  at  Winthrop. 

An  up-hill  job  is  best;  a  down-hill  job  might  get 
away  from  you. 

The  Keystone  Bicycle  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
held  its  annual  reunion  of  old  members  on  April 
7th.  This  club  was  organized  by  thirteen  men  July 
13,  1879,  ^^'^  is  one  of  the  few'  clubs,  organized  pre- 
vious to  1880,  that  has  kept  up  its  organization. 
Among  the  other  clubs  of  the  above  early  date  that 
still  keep  in  line  are  the  Boston,  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Essex  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Included  in 
the  membership  of  the  Keystone  Club  are  the -fol- 
lowing, who  are  still  active  in  the  L.  A.  W. :  Ex- 
President  T.  J.  Keenan,  Frank  C.  Orr  and  Charles 
W.  Houston.  There  were  more  than  a  hundred 
present  at  the  reunion,  and  there  were  present,  also, 
cards,  smoking  conveniences  and  food  for  the  inner 
man. 


James  M.  McGinley  of  the  L.  A.  W.  to  the  New 
York  Tribune: — ''Sir:  In  today's  issue  appears  a 
letter  entitled  'Weekday  Shut-ins,'  by  Charles  M. 
Read,  advocating  a  more  intelligent  use  of  the  bicy- 
cle for  health  and  exercise.    The  sugfofestions  offered 
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carry  one  back  to  the  days  of  freedom  in  smiling 
valleys,  green  fields  and  woodlands,  combined  with 
the  unique  experiences  of  the  wayside  traveller. 

"Where  is  the  experienced  cyclist  who  will  not 
attest  to  an  appetite  known  only  to  those  who  work 
and  exercise  in  the  open  air  all  day  and  throw  'physic 
to  the  dogs' — gasolene  and  complicated  machinery 
are  not  necessary  for  health  and  exercise. 

"Bicycle  travel  in  America  is  a  lost  art.  More 
was  known  about  it  among  the  enthusiasts  of  the 
8o's  and  90's,  who  studied  scientifically  the  routes, 
machines  and  their  own  physical  efficiency. 

"As  a  wheelman  still  active,  of  twenty-five  years' 
experience,  I  have  roamed  over  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Europe,  always  with  a  bicycle,  and  in  no 
other  way  can  the  'common  touch'  be  so  well  found. 

"At  all  times  are  lovers  of  true  and  sane  cycling- 
ready  to  assist  in  stimulating  this  great  outdoor  ac- 
tivitv  and  life." 


Taken  their  wives  along  and  gone  across  the 
water:  C.  W.  Reed,  the  artist,  of  Boston;  Sterling 
Elliott,  maker  of  addressing  machines.  They  didn't 
take  their  wheels  along.     Perhaps  they  haven't  any. 


The  wheelman,  in  these  days,  who  has  no  club  to 
eat  banquets  with,  is  one  that  we  have  a  great  deal 
of  pity  for. 


There  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  have,  some  time 
in  the  fall,  a  getting  together,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  L.  A.  W.,  all  the  bicvcle  clubs  now  existent  in 
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and  about  Boston.  The  Boston,  Newton,  Rovers, 
Alass.,  Roxbury  and  several  other  clubs  will  be  well 
represented.  Of  course,  the  main  feature  will  be  a 
banquet.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  large  gath- 
ering. Non-club  members  will  be  welcome.  Sug- 
gestions and  words  of  sympathy  may  be  sent  to 
President  Kilby  or  to  Secretary  Bassett. 


Nat  Butler,  the  famous  cyclist  and  manager  of  the 
Revere  cycle  track  last  year,  has  been  busy  of  late 
and  his  labors  to  improve  cycle  racing  in  this  section 
have  taken  the  form  of  a  new  track  at  Revere  Beach. 


Wm.  T.  Wintringham,  L.  A.  W.  No.  12,  writes: 
That  little  poem  in  the  December  number  of  the 
Scrap  Book  found  a  warm  corner  in  the  heart  of  at 
least  one  old  member,  for  there  was  a  time  when  my 
back  was  limber.  But  now,  though  in  summer  my 
wheel  still  carries  me  to  the  post  office  in  the  little 
village  where  I  still  live,  it  also  carries  me  to  the 
garage  where  is  the  six-cylinder  to  which  I  have 
retrograded.  And  the  little  poem,  with  apologies  to 
its  author,  I  have  twisted  thuslv: 


Let's  off  tomorrow,  that's  the  fun 

What  does  it  matter  where? 

Let's  oflf  for  a  near  place  under  the  sun. 

If  proves  the  weather  fair. 

So  out  with  the  blessed  maps,  dear  friend. 

Let's  study  up  the  track 

That  will  lead  us  to  pleasant  hostelries 

And  some  day  bring  us  back. 
Which  fits   my  present  back    (and  legs)    better   than   the 
other,  and  would  also  fit  if  I  was  as  young  as  when  I  first 
rode  on  two  wheels.  W^  T.  W. 
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These  are  facts  that  go  to  support  my  theory  that 
the  bath  is  a  luxury;  it  is  begat  of  a  selfish  desire  for 
personal  comfort.  And  it  is  getting  worse.  You 
are  advised  to  put  this,  that,  and  the  other  into  it. 
One  recommends  salt,  another  mustard,  and  so  on, 
till  you  realize  that  the  cruet  ought  to  be  in  the  bath- 
room instead  of  on  the  breakfast  table.  But  while 
I  desire,  ere  it  be  too  late,  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  country  to  this:  The  Germans  are  not  crazed 
on  baths — let  them  make  the  sausages,  they  care 
not  who  makes  the  baths  of  a  people!  Percy  Low 
tells  of  an  English  friend  of  his  w^ho  keeps  his  bicy- 
cles in  his  bathroom  because  "he  has  no  other  use 
for  it,"  and  a  well-known  Irish  hotel  proprietor  told 
me  Americans  insisted  on  having  a  private  bathroom 
attached  to  their  other  apartments.  'T  don't  think 
they  ever  use  it,"  said  he,  "but  they  are  quite  satis- 
fied to  pay  for  it."  And,  now,  as  it  is  past  midnight 
I  must  tumble  into  my  own  bath  (with  a  tablespoon- 
ful  of  mustard  in  it),  and  then  a  good  rub  down 
with  salad  oil,  finishing  up  with  a  shake  of  pepper 
and  salt. — Scorcher  in  Irish  Cvclist. 


Detroit,  May  14 — A.  H.  Grif^th,  director  of  the 
Detroit  Museum  of  Art  since  189 1,  and  known  in 
art  circles  throughout  the  country,  today  sent  his 
resignation  to  the  board  of  trustees.  He  assigned 
no  reason  for  his  action. — Exchange. 

Those  of  you  who  can  carry  your  memorv  back 
to  iSgi  will  recall  Grifif.  The  L.A.  W.  held  its  an- 
nual meet  in  Detroit  during  three  days  of  1891  and 
"GriflF,"  as  he  liked  to  be  called,  was   the   moving" 
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Spirit  in  getting  us  to  go  there,  and  entertaining  us 
when  we  were  in  the  city.  A  large  party  went  from 
Boston.  A  feature  of  the  meet  was  the  founding  of 
a  "Hickory  Club.''  Sterling  Elliott  was  at  that  time 
advertising  the  Hickory  bicycle,  and  he  went  to  De- 
troit with  a  trunk  full  of  nickel  badges.  The  boys 
took  hold  and  helped  the  distribution,  and  every 
citizen  that  ventured  abroad,  every  car  conductor 
and  driver  was  badged.  Wheelmen  had  to  be  initi- 
ated and  the  spankings  and  buffetings  they  endured 
as  the  price  of  a  badge  completely  used  up  the  arm 
power  of  a  very  stalwart  committee.  And  "Griff" 
treated  us  handsomely.  Sorry  he  has  left  the  Mu- 
seum for  it  will  be  hard  to  locate  him  the  next  time 
we  want  to  badge  Detroit. 


Mr.  Chas.  Fred  Travis,  of  Brighton,  drops  into  verse: 

"Here's  to   the   sweet  recollections   of  cycling! 
Here's  to  the  fellows  who're  in  it  to  stay! 
Here's  to  the  ones  who  have  left  us  forever! 
Here's  to  the  sport  that  is  passing  away!" 

I  guess  I  won't  inflict  upon  you  the  rest  of  this  effort  to 
eulogize  the  Grand  Army  of  the  cycle  that  is  passing  away; 
but  so  long  as  the  good  ship  floats,  we  will  be  on  deck, 
standing  by  our  "loved  old  skipper,"  and  if  she  does  sink, 
we'll  all  die  together  with  our  boots  on,  and  our  feet  in 
the  stirrups,  loyal  to  the  last  and  our  flag  flying.  We 
paved  the  way  for  a  host. 


O.  M.  Jeflferds,  of  New  York,  writes:  ''Referring 
to  discussion  of  velocipede  riding  in  your  last  issue: 
It  struck  me  that  I  had  ridden  those  machines  before 
the  date  you  gave,  therefore  wrote  to  a  wagon  maker 
in  East  Randolph,   N.  Y.,  as  to  when  he  built  his 
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machine.  He  fixed  the  date  as  in  the  spring  of  1869, 
and  recaUs  it  distinctly  as  he  was  then  in  partnership 
with  Messrs.  Frankhn  &  Champhn,  who  were  wagon 
builders  at  that  point.  I  remember  distinctly  having 
ridden  the  wheel  as  I  just  had  my  first  day  out  of 
doors  after  spraining  my  ankle,  and  my  mother  gave 
me  a  severe  scolding  for  doing  such  a  foolish  thing 
at  that  time.  The  machine  had  wooden  wheels  witli 
iron  tires,  iron  backbone  with  wooden  saddle  cov- 
ered with  sheepskin.  The  pedals  were  simply  spin- 
dle-shaped, something  like  a  spool.  There  were  sev- 
eral of  the  machines  built  in  that  town,  but  no  racing 
ever  resulted  until  vears   afterwards,  when  bicvcles 


One  good  term  deserves  another.  So  says  the 
Nominating  Committee.  How  peaceful  things  are. 
Time  was  when  the  officials  of  the  League  were  in  a 
continual  turmoil.  The  old  time  race  was  just  the 
thing  to  stir  up  trouble  for  the  king.  How  would  it 
do  to  let  the  officers  race  for  position?  Perhaps  the 
tail-ender  would  t?.ke  the  lead. 


AN  EARLY  VELOCIPEDE. 

Referring  to  article  in  April  issue  of  your  Scrap 
Book,  relative  to  earliest  Boneshaker  or  Velocipede, 
I  think  T  can  lay  claim  to  having  built  the  first  one 
in  America.  Enclosed  find  a  photos^raph  which  is  a 
copy  of  a  tintype  which  I  still  have  in  my  possession 
taken  of  myself  and   Boneshaker   in   the   spring   of 
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1868  in  Webster,  Mass.  The  Worcester  Spy,  at  that 
time  wrote  a  nice  article  of  myself  and  wheel,  which 
I  used  quite  often  at  that  time.  My  building  this 
wheel  and  the  Worcester  Spy  article  changed  my 
whole  life,  for  in  the  Spy  at  that  time  was  an  adver- 
tisement by  a  New  York  firm  for  an  expert  weaver, 
which  position  I  obtained.  The  consequence  was 
that  through  this  position  I  visited  about  all  the 
principal  manufacturing  centers  of  America  and 
Europe  many  times.  I  have  been  a  citizen  of  New 
York  City  for  the  last  45  years,  am  retired  from 
active'  business  and  still  own  a  wheel  and  am  in  my 
73rd  year;  am  number  490  in  the  L.  A.  W. 

Below  find  a  copy  of  an  article  published  in  a  New 
York  paper,  November,  1912.  Wm.  Lord. 

N.  Y.  City. 

"An  old  bicycle  of  the  boneshaker  type,  built  in 
1868,  was  indirectly  responsible  for  the  revolution- 
ary step  which  has  figured  in  the  development  of  the 
automobile  tire  industry.  The  vehicle,  built  by  Wil- 
liam Lord,  was  a  strictly  homemade  affair,  crude 
and  unwieldy,  which  was  ridden  a  great  deal  by  its 
builder,  who  after  years  of  wheeling  and  constant 
experimenting  with  various  kinds  of  tires  finally  dis- 
covered the  advantages  of  cotton  fabric  over  linen  in 
the  manufacture  of  pneumatic  tires.  This  wrought 
a  change  in  tire  building. 

"Mr.  Lord,  who  is  now  employed  as  fabric  in- 
spector by  the  United  States  Tire  Company,  was  at 
one  time  the  superintendent  of  a  cotton  mill  in  this 
city,  and  he  first  used  cotton  fabric  in  constructing 
the  carcass  of  a  pneumatic  tire  back  in  1890.    Up  to 
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this  time  linen  had  been  used,  and  the  Hfe  of  a  tire 
was  usually  about  800  miles.  Mr.  Lord  had  a  few 
yards  of  a  very  light  Sea  Island  cotton  fabric  made 
up  and  from  this  two  sets  of  tires  were  made  for  use 
on  his  own  bicycle.  When  these  tires  had  run  4,000 
miles  they  were  sent  to  the  Dunlop  Tire  Company's 
factory  in  England  for  inspection  and  the  test  proved 
conclusively  that  cotton  fabric  was  the  proper  ma- 
terial for  use  in  tire  makino^." 


Kindergarten  Review  Announcement.  After  July  ist, 
1913,  the  subscription  price  of  the  Review  will  be  advanced 
to  $1.25  a  year.  This  change  has  been  made  necessary  by 
the  increased  cost  of  paper,  printing  and  labor.  Mr.  Abbot 
Bassett,  of  Newtonville,  is  now  working  up  a  club  and  is 
authorized  to  take  subscriptions  and  renewals  for  One  or 
Two  years  at  the  old  price.  Teachers  may  have  the  Maga- 
zine for  the  same  price  as  that  of  last  year,  provided  the)* 
subscribe  before  July  ist.  Send  all  subscriptions  to  Abbot 
Bassett,  105  Central  Ave.,  Newtonville,  Mass.,  and  use  P. 
O.  monev  orders.     Advt. 


REPORT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

The  undersigned,  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate 
officers  for  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen  for  the 
year  1913-14,  hereby  nominate  the  following: 

President: 
Quincy  Kilby,  Boston,  Mass. 

1st  Vice  President: 
Wm.  H.  Hale.  New  York  City. 

2d  Vice  President: 
George  D.  Gideon.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Secretary-Treasurer: 
Abbot  Bassett,  Newtonville,  Mass. 

Auditor: 
George  W.  Nash,  Abington,  Mass. 

Geo.  L.   Cooke, 
Augustus   Nickerson. 
April  23.  1913.  Fred   Atwater. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD   ROADS 


THE   PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  <-han  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it. 


APPLICATION  BLANK — If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Newtonville,  Mass.     Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  are 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


SUPPLIES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated.  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

-/■^^.*?*^"®  ^^*^  *l  ^^^^  ^^.°™  ^^^^'^  *»  <=o^er  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertlsmg  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anythin?  useful  to 
men,  *  Our  rates  :-$\.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  $IM  an  inch!  "^  ^  "'" 
Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  -Duown 

Vol.  II      No.  5  JULY,  1913  5  Cents 


THE  OUTIXG  SUIT  IS  IN  IT  NOW. 


A  cycle  tire  may  be  both  old  and  pneu. 


The  bicycle  wheel  usually  has  that  tired  feeling, 
but  it  never  complains. 


The  shortest  days  in  the  year  are  vacation  davs 


The  Sunday  dinner  demonstfates  that  the  better 
the  day  the  better  the  feed. 


Summer  isn't  really  here  until  green  corn  sits  at 
the  head  of  the  table. 


When  a  dog  has  a  bone  he  doesn't  want  he  buries 
it.     Even  a  dog  has  a  savings  bank. 


Some  philanthropists  should  offer  a  reward  for  a 
college  that  doesn't  need  the  money. 


Life    has    to    furnish    about    so    many    aches    and 
pains,  anyway;  if  it  isn't  cucumbers  it's  green  apples. 


It  is  easy  to  understand  what  lures  the  fish,  but 
what  is  it  that  lures  the  fisher? 


58  BASSETT'S    SCRAP    BOOK 

If  an  overloaded  stoinach  produces  a  good-sized 
nightmare,  how  much  would  one  have  to  eat  to  be 
held  down  by  a  touring  car? 


Important  Dates: — September  ii,  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  National  Assembly  at  Boston.  Septem- 
ber 12,  Wheel  About  the  Hub  at  Boston. 


President  Kilby  is  bathing  at  Eastport,  Me.,  and 
enjoying  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  days. 


W.  W.  Stall,  of  Boston,  has  purchased  a  cottage 
at  Fort  Point,  Weymouth.  This  gentleman  was 
separated  from  his  watch  and  chain,  a  short  time 
since,  by  a  skillful  pickpocket  and  he  is  still  looking 
for  the  man.  Stall's  friends  are  wondering  how  it 
was  done,  and  his  family  is  beginning  to  think  him 
not  large  enough  to  be  trusted  with  valuables. 


Too  many  men  once  wedded  to  a  cycle  now^  have 
to  admit  a  divorce. 


As  usual  we  celebrated  the  signing  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  on  July  4.  And  yet  ofificial 
records  tell  us  that  on  July  19,  Congress  ordered  the 
Declaration  engrossed  on  parchment  and  signed  by 
every  member.  Prof.  J.  F.  Jameson  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  says  that  Aug.  18  is  the  date  of 
signing.  We  have  known  many  men  who  were  not 
at  all  clear  about  their  birthday. 


For  a  number  of  other  reasons  July  is  the  better 
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vacation  month  of  the  two.  The  days  are  longer. 
The  tourist  can  get  more  out  of  them.  And  no  one 
goes  on  vacations  in  search  of  the  pastimes  of  the 
long  winter  evening.  There  is  more  water  in  the 
lakes  and  rivers  in  early  summer,  and  this  adds  to 
the  attractiveness  of  nature. 


Should  a  judge  who  owns  and  drives  an  auto 
sit  in  judgment  over  a  law-breaking  motorist?  This 
question  has  been  raised  in  England.  How  about 
judges  that  drive  horses?  Some  day  we  will  be 
searching  for  unprejudiced  judges.  We  should  let 
the  judges  be  interested  in  something. 


The  principal  of  a  Boston  school,  who  requests 
that  his  name  be  withheld  in  order  that  he  may 
maintain  discipline  in  his  classrooms,  tells  this: 

"When  I  was  teaching  in  a  school  in  the  western 
part  of  the  state  some  years  ago  I  had  some  trouble 
in  maintaining  order  among  the  girls  of  my  classes. 
They  were  continually  playing  tricks  on  me  and 
each  other  in  the  classrooms,  and  I  decided  to  stop 
it.  The  next  day,  following  a  breach  of  discipline,  I 
ordered  two  of  the  girls  to  remain  after  school,  and 
gave  them  two  long  problems  that  kept  them  for  a 
long  time.  At  the  opening  of  school  the  following 
'norning  I  opened  the  day  as  usual  by  asking  each 
member  of  the  class  for  a  quotation.  One  of  the 
girls  rose  and  quoted:  'With  all  thy  faults  I  love 
thee  still,'  and  the  other:  The  hours  I  spend  with 
thee,  dear  heart,  are  as  a  string  of  pearls  to  me.'  " 
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"TURN  THY  WHEEL." 

If  you're  seeking  the  purest  democracy, 

Come  around  where  the  bicyclers  are. 

Each  foregathers  with  each  in  a  freedom  of  speech, 

Well  adapted  to  give  one  a  jar. 

The  purveyor  of  beer  aids  the  railway  cashier 

With  advice  at  a  critical  juncture, 

While  the  young  millionaire  helps  the  postman  repair 

--^n   extremely  refractory  puncture. 

Though  the  plumber's  assistant  inclines  to  be  distant, 

\vhen  he  starts  from  the  club  with  the  bunch, 

In  the  course  of  the  journey  he  scrapes  the  attorne}', 

And  a  friendship  is  formed  before  lunch. 

If  you're  looking  for   truest  companionship, 

'I  ake  a  run  with  the  wheelmen  some  day. 

You  have  only  to  state  you're  a  lover  of  nature 

To  be  w^elcome  as  flowers  in  ]\Iay. 

Then  the  modest  greengrocer  wnil  edge  a  bit  closer, 

While  the  music  hall  star  and  the  curate 

Will  delight  in  revealing  the  pleasure  of  wheeling, 

And  declare  they  will  never  abjure  it. 

Should  the  father  confessor  and  college  professor, 

With  the  horseshoer  sandwiched  between  them, 

Chance  to  skid  into  ditches  and-  muddy  their  breeches, 

The  physician  will  offer  to  clean  them. 

If  you're  searching  for  permanent  youthfulness. 

Happen  in  when  the  bic5'clers  meet; 

There  is  never  a  stage  w^hen  they  own  to  old  age. 

Lest  it  seem  like  admitting  defeat. 

You  wTll  often  find  men  of  full  three  score  and  ten, 

Who  confess,  after  showing  some  tricks. 

That  they  raced  on  the  sward  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

Eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

They  exhibit  their  medals  achieved  with  the  pedals. 

Voicing  sentiments  worthy  and  weighty, 

That  a  youngster  of  forty  is  boyishly  sporty, 

But  a  man's  in  his  prime  when  he's  eighty. 

If  you're  hunting  for  absolute  truthfulness, 
Listen  hard  when  the  wheelmen  are  talking. 
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When  a  man  who  can  ride  lays  exactness  aside, 
i-le  uncovers  some  acts  which  are  corking-. 
His  descriptions   of  touring  are   truly   alluring, 
Let  him  tell  it  himself — he  s  a  scorcher. 
Fifty  towns  in  a  day  are  a  picnic,  he'll  say, 
Any  less  would  be  absolute  torture. 
Ihen  the  men  who  declare  that  they  never  repair, 
Never  tighten  up  chains  or  mend  tyres, 
Never  have  to  dismount  upon  any  account, 
But   can  rush  any  hill.      Sh!     They're  li — likely  to   be  mis- 
taken, the  same  as  the  rest  of  us. 

— (Juincy  Kiiby  in  Irish   Cyclist. 


Joseph  A.  Hendrie  has  leased,  with  the  option  of 
purchase,  the  Pembroke  Inn  and  Motor  Club  at 
Pembroke,  Mass.  The  premises  include  a  mansion, 
stable,  garage  and  six  acres  of  land.  Pembroke  is 
off  the  railroad,  on  the  south  shore,  some  thirty  odd 
miles  from  Boston.  An  easy  run  from  Boston  for 
an  auto  and  no  doubt  '']oq  of  the  Boston  Bi"  will 
greet  many  of  his  old  friends  in  his  new  hotel. 

Wm.  B.  Rowland,  who  used  to  be  in  the  lime 
light  of  cycling,  as  editor  of  the  Wheelman,  has 
been  publishing  Outing  for  twenty-three  years,  but 
has  now  purchased  a  large  interest  in  the  Inde- 
pendent. 


The  restless  days  are  here.  All  outdoors  invites 
us  and  our  work  becomes  a  conscious  effort  and  a 
bore.  It  is  the  time  when  we  are  most  in  sympathy 
with  Jerome  K.  Jerome  in  his  confession  as  follows: 
"I  like  work;  it  fascinates  me.  I  can  sit  and  look 
at  it  for  hours.  I  love  to  keep  it  by  me;  the  idea  of 
getting  rid  of  it  nearly  breaks  my  heart." 
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Aliss  ^Margaret  Foley,  the  woman  suffrage  orator, 
who  recently  spoke  at  an  open-air  meeting  in  Cam- 
bridge, under  the  auspices  of  the  Woman's  Suffrage 
party  was  in  danger  for  a  while  of  losing  her  audi- 
ence owing  to  the  fact  that  Tommy  ]\Iurphy,  15 
years  old,  appeared  on  the  square  riding  an  old 
style  bicycle,  something  that  most  of  the  crowd  had 
not  seen  for  many  years.  Tommy  had  no  idea  of 
breaking  up  the  meeting,  but  his  series  of  stunts 
came  near  it.  After  he  had  performed  for  about  15 
minutes  he  withdrew  and  the  meeting  went  on.  Miss 
Foley  giving  the  customary  talk. 


Truly  things  have  two  stages  of  rarity — when 
they  are  coming  in  and  when  they  have  gone  out. 
It  is  a  long  time  ago  to  the  late  seventies  when 
the  bicycle  came  in  and  to  the  early  eighties  when 
it  went  out;  and  there  are  a  lot  of  full  grown  men 
who  were  not  born  when  it  was  a  common  sight 
on  the  road. 


There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  fizz,  and  syrups 
rich  and  rare,  and  during  weather  such  as  this  we 
like  to  linger  there. 


The  Monoonven  Club,  of  Boston,  has  adjourned 
for  the  summer  months.  The  old  vets,  drawn  to- 
gether by  a  common  interest  in  the  wheel,  have 
looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  Monday  noon 
lunch  at  the  Venice  and  many  pleasant  hours  have 
been  enjoyed  around  the  festive  board.  But  now 
they  have  scattered  to  the  woods,  the  mountains 
and  the  shore   and  the  table  is  pushed  back.     The 
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Fall  will  see  the  re-uniting  of  the  hungry  ones.  It 
is  good  to  get  together.  If  Boston  shows  the  way, 
why  not  followers^'  The  Hub  seems  to  hold  to  the 
good  fellowship  of  wheeling  to  a  greater  degree 
than  any  other  wheeling  centre,  and  Boston  gets 
what  others  lose.  The  wheel  drew  together  a 
splendid  lot  of  big  hearted  fello>ws  and  the  friend- 
ships enjoyed  in  the  days  gone  by  should  not  be 
parted  with. 


Friday,  July  ii,  was  a  red-letter  day  for  the  New- 
ton Bicycle  Club.  It  was  Ladies'  Day,  and  the 
members  took  their  wives  and  went  down  to  Point 
Shirley,  where,  at  the  big  club  house,  they  partook 
of  a  shore  dinner.  And  it  was  a  good  dinner,  for 
nowhere  on  the  coast  do  they  serve  a  better.  Presi- 
dent Herbert  A.  Fuller  was  host  and  welcomed  the 
guests.  The  clams  wTre  smoking  hot  and  the  blue 
fish  was  done  to  a  turn.  How  we  condoled  the  un- 
fortunate ones  who  live  inland  and  do  not  enjoy  inti- 
mate relations  with  the  succulent  clam. 


It  was  on  the  23d  of  May  when  five  hundred  auto- 
mobile owners  in  Spokane,  Wash.,  put  on  overalls 
and  jumpers  and  spent  the  day  as  common  laborers 
smoothing  out  the  rough  spots  in  the  highways  of 
Spokane  County.  Governor  Lister,  by  proclama- 
tion set  apart  the  day  for  a  Statewide  observance  of 
good  roads  principles.  Lender  the  guidance  of  the 
Spokane  County  Good  Roads  Association  a  big 
organization  of  citizens  w^as  formed  for  a  practical 
dbservance  of  the  day  by  performing  manual  labor. 
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One  hundred  automobiles  carrying  five  men  each 
left  the  city  with  a  complement  of  picks,  shovels 
and  dinner  pails  and  when  they  returned  they  had 
accomplished  big  things  and  there  was  no  striking 
^^or  wages. 


Visiting  our  friend,  the  farmer,  in  haying  time,  we 
boys  thought  switchel  the  nectar  of  the  gods.  How 
was  it  made?  We  find  no  recipe  for  it  in  "The 
Boston  Cooking  School  Book."  There  was  water 
with  molasses  and  ginger,  and  was  there  not  a  dash 
of  vinegar.^  It  was  drunk  from  a  tin  pail  that  stood 
in  the  shade  of  a  tree,  and  there  were  farmers  who 
put  a  hunk  of  ice  in  the  pail,  though  the  less  thrifty 
had  no  ice  house.  We  never  hear  the  wdietting  of 
a  scythe  without  thinking  of  switchel.  Would  it 
today  have  the  same  delicious  taste?  Or  would  it 
probably  give  the  fond  dreamer  the  collywobbles? 
W^hy  should  not  switchel  be  on  draught  at  the  Por- 
phyry? Strong  drink  is  particularly  raging  in 
July.  One  draught  of  cooling  gin  with  a  lime  is  a 
temptation  to  another,  and  that  way  madness  Hes. 
Lemonade  is  usually  too  sweet  and  it  increases 
thirst.  Alalt  Hquors  raise  the  temperature.  Let 
the  switchel  pail  stand  in  the  hall,  and  for  the  more 
fastidious  a  dipper  might  be  provided. 


The  Irish  Cyclist  celebrated  its  28th  anniversary 
with  a  special  birthday  number  containing  125  pages 
of  well-printed  and  profusely  illustrated  matter,  for 
the  most  part  of  a  general  character  relating  to 
cycling.      We    congratulate    our    esteemed    contem- 
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porary  upon  its  arrival  at  mature  years  and  upon 
its  successful  effort  to  make  it  a  notable  occasion. 
And  this  very  large  collection  of  wheel  pictures  and 
talk  is  sold  for  a  penny. 


Once  on  a  time  there  was  a  man  who  kept  a. 
secret  for  many,  many  months.  He  went  to  every 
one  of  his  friends  and  told  them  of  something  great 
and  worthy  that  he  was  going  to  do. 

"Now,"  said  he  to  each  one,  "I  wish  you  would 
tell  everybody  you  can,  far  and  near,  that  it  may 
spread  and  do  good."    And  then  he  went  his  way. 

"Huh !"  said  each  one  to  himself,  after  the  man's 
back  was  turned,  "does  he  think  I  am  going  to  be 
his  mouthpiece  and  tell  everybody  what  he  is  going 
to  do?  Am  I  going  to  be  his  press  agent  and  get 
no  remuneration  therefor?  I  guess  not;  I'll  keep  it 
to  myself,"  and  he  did;  and  as  a  result  there  w^as: 
nothing  said  about  the  man's  intentions  until  every- 
thing was  done  to  his  satisfaction. 

Moral :  Blow  your  own  horn  loud  enough  and 
the  rest  of  the  band  will  desert  you. 


The  laws  of  Nature  we  must  obey  or  of  joy  she 
will  certainly  rob  us;  if  we  eat  green  fruit,  on  that 
very  day,  she  may  let  the  cholera  mob-us. 


We  are  glad  to  know  that  Will  Shakspere  was 
with  us,  for  in  1611  he  subscribed  to  a  fund  for 
prosecuting  in  Parliament  a  bill  for  good  roads. 


The  sailing  for  Europe  today  of  that  distinguished 
diplomatist.  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  A, 
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A.  Adee,  to  indulge,  in  France,  in  the  passionate  pas- 
time of  bicycling,  will  do  more  to  calm  the  fevered 
brows  of  jingoes  looking  for  a  fight  than  any  other 
thing  could  possibly  have  done.  If  there  were,  in 
the  estimation  of  the  gentlemen  in  Washington 
charged  with  the  safe  conduct  of  the  ship  of  State, 
the  slightest  cloud  upon  the  international  horizon, 
Mr.  Adee  would  have  postponed  his  annual  vaca- 
tion; and  the  fact  that  he  leaves  today,  accompanied 
by  his  "safety,"  is  a  truer  indication  of  fair  weather 
than  an  ultimatum  from  The  Hague  or  the  drinking, 
in  grape  juice  and  sake,  of  a  thousand  toasts.  Not 
less  an  institution  than  Mr.  Adee  himself  is  his  bicy- 
cle tour  in  France.  Each  summer,  for  many  years, 
he  has  pedalled  his  way  from  Havre  to  the  Alps, 
keeping  off  the  beaten  roads  of  travel,  and  peering 
into  the  out-of-the-way  corners  of  La  Belle  Repub- 
lique,  stopping  at  quaint  wayside  inns  and  snapping 
with  his  trusty  camera  such  scenes  as  hold  appeal  for 
him,  and  withal  accumulating  such  a  fund  of  humor- 
ous anecdotes  as  suffice  to  keep  the  Washington  cor- 
respondent, to  say  nothing  of  ambassadors  and  min- 
isters plenipotentiary,  laughing  and  chuckling  for  a 
good  six  months.  Diplomats  may  come  and  diplo- 
mats may  go,  but  Alvey  A.  Adee  goes  on  forever, 
not  like  the  brook,  for  brooks  babble,  and  babbling 
is  not  a  specialty  with  this  silent  man  of  statecraft, 
but  like  his  wheel,  well  oiled,  noiseless  and  leaving, 
as  one  might  say,  but  a  faint  trail.  It  is  one  of  the 
unsolved  mysteries  that  a  man  so  deaf  as  Secretary 
Adee  should  hear  so  much  and  say  so  little.  To  him 
we  dofif  our  caps.    Bon  voyage! — Boston  Transcript. 


Subscription  Agency. 


THIS    AGENCY   furnishes    a    means    by    which  any  person, 
desiring  to   subscribe   for   various    Magazines   or   News- 
papers,  may   do   so    with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense.      To    Libraries,    Reading    Associations,    Magazine 
Clubs,  and  similar  institutions,  it  offers  peculiar  facilities. 

ANY  PERSON  may  secure  the  advantages  which  we  offer  by 
sending  to  us  for  any  Magazines  or  Newspapers,  to  be  sent  to  any 
address,  each  to  begin  at  any  desired  time,  and  at  Club  Prices. 

Our  list  embraces  every  Magazine  or  Newspaper  published  in 
this  country  or  abroad. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  a  statement  of  what  you  want  and  let  us 
give  you  a  price.  A  majority  of  our  American  magazines  do  not 
allow  a  cut  in  price  in  one  rnagazine  but  a  substantial  reduction  is 
made  when  more  than  one  is  ordered. 

RENEWALS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  ean  ALWAYS  be  sent 
through  us.  Publishers  send  out  an  expiration  notice 
or  bill  to  subscribers  a  short  time  before  subscription 
is  out,  but  RENEWALS  can  be  made  THROUGH  US  in 
EVERY  CASE,  and  generally  at  a  discount  from  full 
price. 

Send  for  our  Catalogue. 


ABBOT  BASSETT,  Subscription  Agent; 
105  Central  Avenue,  Newtonville,  Mass. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


THE   PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  ^han  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it. 


APPLICATION  BI*ANK_If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Newtonville,  Mass.     Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  arc 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


IVPPI.IES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  corer  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medmm  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.  *  Our  rates  :-gl.50  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  gl.OO  an  inch! 

Eutered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  Office,  at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ^uotuu 

Vol.  II      No.  6  AUGUST,  1913  5  Cent! 


LOVELY  AUGUST  WEATHER. 

There  are  those  who  will  deny  that  the  weather  of 
August  is  lovely;  but  they  will  sigh  for  it  next 
February. 


The  cyclist's  stories  are  his  rollings'  talk. 


Gross  darkness  is  144  times  darker  than  ordinary 
darkness. 


Truth  crushed  to  earth  will  rise  again,  but  on  the 
other  hand  a  lie,  under  the  same  conditions,  doesn't 
have  its  anchor  fast  in  the  mud,  either. 


Don't   scorch  while  the   sun  is   at  it.     One   at  a 
time  will  last  longer. 


In  August  when  you  go  to  ride,  you'd  better  take 
the  shadv  side. 


If  some  of  us  can  make  time  fly  we  can  also  make 
a  centurv  run. 


What  is  the  use  of  sighino-  for  air-ships  when  we 
can  go  out  on  a  bat  or  a  lark. 
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Time  to  wind  up  the  L.  A.  W.  machine  for  an- 
other year.  The  National  Assembly  will  do  it  Sept. 
nth. 


We  used  to  determine  the  size  of  a  bicycle  by  the 
diameter  of  the  wheel,  and  we  remember  several  62 
inch  wheels  and  one  or  more  of  64  inches.  The 
safety  bike  adjusts  the  saddle  or  increases  the  reach 
when  the  long-legged  man  must  be  served.  An 
English  firm  has  recently  made  a  bicycle  with  a  44 
inch  reach  and  claims  for  it  the  record  of  the  largest 
bicycle  ever  made.  America  cannot  dispute  the 
record. 


'T  have  been  a  smoker  for  thirty-five  years," 
writes  a  correspondent  to  the  New  York  World, 
"and  will  be  willing  to  cease  if  I  can  learn  how  to 
do  so."  Making  a  rule  to  smoke  only  what  you  can 
borrow  from  your  friends  has  been  found  to  be  very 
effective,  after  the  first  two  days. 


The  two  great  cycling  events  of  the  year  will 
occur  next  month.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Assembly,  L.  A.  W.;  and  the  Wheel  About 
the  Hub,  B.  B.  C. 


Yet,  with  high-class  machines  at  the  disposal  of 
the  "mutable  many,"  we  are  today  lamenting  the 
falling  off  in  touring,  in  racing,  and,  generally  in 
cycling  for  the  fun  of  the  thing.  Mr.  Bartleet  thinks 
that  racing  is  having  a  slumpy  time  because  the  men 
who  promote  races  are  not  pals,  or  "matey,"  with 
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the  racing  men.  They  don't  regard  the  latter  as 
demi-gods,  as  was  the  case  twenty  years  ago,  but 
simply  as  ordinary  human  beings.  Why  should  a 
man  be  worshipped  because  he  is  "fit"?  Lazarus 
wasn't  in  condition,  and  the  same  is  true  of  most  of 
the  saints.  Physically,  Napoleon  wasn't  in  it  with 
Jack  Johnson.  I'm  afraid  that  friend  Bartleet  is 
barking  up  the  wrong  tree.  The  best  men  we  have, 
and  some  of  them  are  very  good,  enter  freely  at  the 
different  race  meetings,  and,  yet,  people  won't  go  to 
see  them.  The  truth  is  that  racing,  like  touring,  is 
having  a  bad  time  just  now,  and  how  could  it  be 
otherwise  in  a  generation  that  thinks  it  nice  to  carry 
around  sacks  full  of  heavy  golf  clubs.  Presently, 
cycling  will  recover;  it  will  get  its  second  wind,  and 
then  things  will  be  different. — Scorcher  in  Irish 
Cvclist. 


Lady  Cyclist  to  friend — "Men  are  always  late.  I 
have  waited  here  since  seven  o'clock  for  my  husband 
to  come;  now  it  is  half  after  eight."  "And  when 
were  vou  to  meet  him?"    "At  five  o'clock." 


There  has  been  a  marked  decline  in  the  member- 
ship of  cycling  organizations  in  England  and  in 
America,  while  on  the  continent  there  has  been 
shown  a  decided  increase  during  the  last  ten  years. 
Ten  years  ago  the  three  leading  clubs  in  that  federa- 
tion of  national  touring  clubs  which  is  called  the 
Ligue  Internationale  des  Associations  Touristes — 
L.I.A.T. — (formed  in  1898),  were: — (i)  The  Touring 
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Club  de  P>ance,  founded  in  1890,  with  head  offices 
in  Paris;  (2)  the  Cyclists'  Touring  Club,  founded  in 
1878  with  head  offices  in  London;  and  (3)  the  Tour- 
ing Club  Italiano,  founded  in  1894  as  the  Touring 
Club  Italiano,  with  head  offices  in  Milan.  Note  be- 
low, for  comparison,  the  numerical  state  of  these 
three  clubs,  respectively,  as  it  was  ten  years  ago, 
made  up  to  31st  December,  1902,  and  now: — 

1903.  1913. 

T.C.F 78,500  130,000 

C.T.C 45,000  16,500 

T.CT 34,000  1 1 1,000 

Taking  the  above  figures  and  the  fact  that  our  own 
organization  has  made  a  very  decided  fall  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  was 
losing  vitality. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  vvhich  always 
precedes  the  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly,  is 
open  to  all  League  members  who  are  able  and  will- 
ing to  foot  their  own  bill.  Those  who  join  us  will 
meet  a  very  jolly  company  and  be  assured  of  a  good 
time,  but  they  must  notify  the  Secretary  on  or  be- 
fore Sept.  8  in  order  that  plans  to  feed  may  be  prop- 
erly carried  out.  The  dinner,  this  year,  will  be  at 
the  City  Club,  Beacon  and  Somerset  streets,  Boston, 
on  Sept.  II  at  6  p.  m.  sharp. 


The  Wheel  About  the  Hub.  We  once  knew  a 
man  who  regretted  that  he  could  not  locate  residen- 
tial  reminiscences.      Every   place   that   he   had   ever 
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lived  in  bad  been  wiped  out  by  fire  and  gone  up  ni 
smoke.  The  Wheelabout  people  are  having  some 
such  an  experience.  The  first  tourists  spent  the 
night  at  Massapoag  House,  which  was  burned  sev- 
eral years  ago.  They  ate  the  last  meal  of  the  tour 
at  Kimball's  at  Cohasset,  which  was  put  out  of  com- 
mission by  flame  and  smoke  a  few  years  ago.  The 
tourists  for  the  last  seven  years  have  spent  the  first 
night  at  the  Tudor-Farm  Club,  and  now  we  have  to 
report  that  this  club  house  was  burned  to  the  ground 
on  Monday,  July  21.  Fire  broke  out  at  10.45  P-  ^^ 
and  so  rapid  was  the  spread  of  the  flames  that  it 
was  impossible  to  save  any  of  the  contents  of  the 
building.  The  shooting  box  at  Ponkapog  has  been 
closed  to  the  tourists  on  account  of  a  change  of 
ownership,  and  now  they  have  been  cutting  down 
trees  and  fencing  in  the  Grove  of  Pleasant  Mem- 
ories. But  little  things  like  these  do  not  discourage 
Boston  men.  There  are  other  groves  and  other 
hotels.  At  the  present  writing,  plans  have  not  been 
completed,  but  a  searching  party  has  been  out  look- 
ing for  a  grove  at  or  about  Canton,  and  a  hotel  at 
Mansfield.  We  can  readily  believe  that  the  many 
changes  that  must  be  made  will  not  take  the  party 
off  the  old  route  and  will  be,  so  far  as  physical  com- 
forts go,  an  improvement  on  the  old  order  of  things. 
The  wind  up  will  be  at  Pemberton  Inn,  which  can 
easily  be  reached  by  boat  from  Boston.  There  are 
those  w^ho  cannot  take  in  the  whole  tour,  but  like 
to  participate  in  the  banquet  at  the  close. 
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DON'T. 

1  don't  hold  at  all  with  swearing,  for  experience  will  show 
That   misfortune    follows    quicker   when   you   let  your    lan- 
guage flow. 

If  a  tightly  knotted  shoe  lace  brings  out  something  that's 

profane 
You  will  notice  the  next  second  that  the  lace  will  snap  in 

twain. 

If  you  miss  the  nail  you're  driving  and  the  futile  cuss  words 

come 
You  will  not  strike  more  precisely,  but  I'll  bet  you'll  pound 

your  thumb. 

If  your  razor  starts  to  pulling,   then   be   careful   how  you 

speak 
If   you    don't    want    strips    of   plaster    decoration    on    your 

cheek. 

If  they  do  not  bite  so  freely  as  you  think  that  you  would 

wish, 
Just  remember  the  old  adage — "You  won't  never  ketch  no 

fish." 

If  the  dinner  isn't  ready  and  your  comment  is  unfit 

For  the  hearing  of  a  lady,  be  assured  the  cook  will  quit. 

You  may  talk  about  your  feelings,  but.  my  friend  you  are 

deceived. 
If    you   think    that    by    bad    language    they    can    be    at    all 

relieved. 

To  the  little  bifTs  of  fortune  you  should  try  to  be  resigned 
And  should  meet  them  wMth  the  calmness  of  a  philosophic  . 
mird. 

For  not  only  is  it  vicious  and  inelegant  to  curse, 
But  I've  noticed,  as  I  tell  you,  that  it  just  m.akes  matters 
worse. 
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League  member  No.  1127,  writes, — '"One  of  the 
pleasantest  of  many  pleasant  rides  in  the  region 
where  I  live  is  one  that  we  often  take  to  a  beautiful 
lake  resting  in  the  shadows  of  several  mountain 
peaks.  There  is  a  very  fair  road  around  it  and  my 
wife  and  I  make  it  the  destination  of  many  a  ride. 
It  is  called  Hub  Lake  and  in  a  vein  of  pleasantry, 
after  reading  about  the  Boston  tour  around  the 
Hub  of  the  Universe,  we  have  called  the  run,  our 
'Wheel  About  the  Hub.'  There  are  but  two  of  us 
but  we  get  a  deal  of  pleasure  out  of  our  little  bit 
of  a  tour  and  very  often  regret  that  the  once  great 
army  of  cyclers  has  melted  to  such  small  propor- 
tions." 


If  you  try  to  force  the  weather  now,  my  good 
fault-finding  friend,  you  will  find  yourself  quite  sorry 
when  you  near  the  other  end.  When  you're  sweat- 
ing out  in  August,  wringing  wet  and  hopping  mad, 
you  will  think  without  a  question  April  wasn't  half 
so  bad. 


We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  Frank 
A.  Peavey,  of  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Life  member,  No. 
64  of  the  L.  A.  W.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  worker 
for  the  cause  of  good  roads,  and  in  1900  when 
President  H.  S.  Earle  led  a  movement  to  build  a 
mile  of  macadam  road  at  Port  Huron,  Mr.  Peavey 
ably  assisted  him  in  the  preparation  for  and  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work.  He  was  a  native  of 
Marshall,  Mich.,  where  he  was  born  June  22,  i860. 
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A  mouse  having  strayed  into  a  wine  cellar,  fell 
into  a  little  puddle  of  whiskey.  Then — having  Hcked 
himself  dry — he  went  to  the  staircase,  and,  leaping 
up  two  steps  at  a  time,  yelled  out:  "Where  is  that 
cow^ard  of  a  cat  that  chased  me  yesterday?" 

An  Irish  cyclist  eighty-two  years  of  age,  has  been 
riding  the  same  tricycle  for  thirty-three  years.  It  is 
one  of  the  very  old  style  of  front-steerers  which  we 
saw  the  last  of  in  1883,  and  runs  on  soHd  tires.  Does 
this  tell  of  the  care  taken  of  the  machine  or  for  the 
fine  workmanship  displayed  in  the  making.  Both, 
we  think.  But  where  comes  in  that  variety  which  is 
the  spice  of  life  and  the  joy  of  riding? 


During  a  recent  storm  at  Elgin,  111.,  the  engine  of 
a  motorcycle  was  made  use  of  to  print  a  newspaper. 
When  the  severity  of  the  storm  made  it  imperative 
that  the  city  shut  ofif  the  electric  power  the  paper 
found  itself  without  power  to  print  its  regular  edi- 
eion.  A  motorcyclist  offered  his  machine  and  ser- 
vices, and  by  connecting  the  engine  to  the  pr?ss  by 
means  of  a  belt  the  paper  was  run  off  without 
trouble. — Technical  World  ^Magazine. 


The  story  goes  that  a  certain  church  dignitary 
was  one  day  being  driven  by  a  short  cut  to  a  remote 
parish  when  his  carriage  became  embedded  in  a 
very  bad  patch  in  the  road  and  seemed  immovable. 
His  driver  knew  his  horses  and  that  the  whip  would 
not  have  the  desired  effect  of  getting  them  out  of 
the  morass,  and  when  his  master  asked  what  was  to 
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be  done  replied,  "There's  only  one  thing  as  will  get 
'em  to  pull  out  of  this,  and  that's  a  jolly  good  curs- 
ing." "Oh!  John,"  said  the  Bishop,  "I  hope  that  is 
not  so."  But  as  time  went  on  and  there  seemed  no 
signs  of  moving,  the  Bishop  thought  he  would  w^alk 
on  alone  and  hope  the  carriage  would  soon  catch 
him  up.  He  did  so,  and  John,  relieved  of  the  re- 
straint of  his  presence,  speedily  brought  the  carriage 
after  him. — Trevarthen  in  C.  T.  C.  Gazette. 


L.  J.  Berger,  who  has  been  a  cycling  editor  since 
way  back  at  the  beginning  of  things,  is  now  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Pacific  Motorcyclist  at  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  The  magazine  is  published  fortnightly 
and  is  issued  in  an  attractive  form. 


Statistics  for  the  bicycle,  motorcycle  and  parts  in- 
dustry are  presented  in  a  bulletin  issued  by  Director 
Durand  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of 
Commerce.  The  number  of  bicycles  made  decreased 
from  1,182,691,  valued  at  $23,656,487,  in  1899  to  250,- 
487,  witk  a  value  of  $3,740,923  in  1904,  and  233,707, 
valued  at  $3,228,189,  in  1909;  while  the  output  of 
motorcycles  increased  from  160,  valued  at  $33,674, 
in  1899  to  2,328,  valued  at  $359,180,  in  1904,  and  18,  • 
628,  with  a  value  of  $3,015,988,  in  1909.  The  evolu- 
tion of  the  bicycle  from  primitive  and  unserviceable 
types  to  a  useful  and  attractive  means  of  travel  may 
be  said  to  have  taken  place  between  1868  and  1890, 
and  its  perfection  and  standardization  into  practi- 
cally one  form  of  structure,  the  modern  ''safety,"  be- 
tween 1890  and  1895.     During  this  latter  period  the 
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popularity  of  the  bicycle  became  so  widespread  that 
the  industry  grew  very  rapidly,  but  after  about  1897 
it  began  to  decline.  No  tandem  bicycles  or  tricycles 
for  adults  were  manufactured  in  1909,  although  their 
manufacture  had  been  reported  at  the  two  preceding 
censuses.  On  the  other  hand  the  development  of  the 
motorcycle  branch  of  the  industry  has  practically  all 
taken  place  within  the  decade  1899-1909,  and  more 
particularly  in  the  second  half  of  the  decade. 


A  lecturer  at  the  Royal  Institution  in  London  on  the 
art  of  parody  said  that  in  its  most  elementary  form  it  was 
a  verbal  echo,  though  it  often  demanded  great  ingenuity. 
In  its  lowest  form  it  was  merely  an  adaptation.  This,  "The 
boy  stood  on  the  burning  deck"  would  become  "The  girl 
sat  on  the  frying  pan,"  or  something  of  that  sort.  One 
might  adapt  Carlyle  and  say  that  the  population  of  Eng- 
land consisted  of  forty  millions,  most  of  whom  had  paro- 
died "To  be  or  not  to  be."  He  referred  to  the  parody  of 
Bret  Harte's  "Heathen  Chinee." 

We  found   on   his  nails,   which   were  taper. 
What's  frequent  in  tapers,  that's  wax. 

The  university  man's  version  of  the  student  sitting  for 
an  examination  ran: 

We  found  in  his  palms,  which  were  hollow. 
What's  frequent  in  palms,  that  is  dates. 

Then  there  was  the  famous  Calverly  verse: 

When  the   Rudyards   cease   from   Kipling 
And  the  Haggards  ride  no  more. 

This  was  parodied  as  to  musical  comedy: 
When  the  Ivans  cease  to  Caryll 
And  the   Rubens  pall   (Paul)   no  more. 

Parody  proper  was  defined  as  a  grotesque  exaggeration 
of  the  original  theme  for  another  purpose.  Calverly  was  a 
great  exponent  of  the  art.  The  lecturer  thought  that  the 
true  test  of  caricature  was  that  it  should  satisfy  those  who 
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best  knew  the  original,  while  its  highest  triumph  would  be 
the  approval  of  the  author  whom  it  ridiculed. 


"Anyway,"  murmured  the  summer  girl,  "I  can, 
without  criticism,  be  hugged  to  my  heart's  content 
in  the  arms  of  the  dear  old  ocean." 


NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  L,  A.  W. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly  will  be 
held  at  the  City  Club.  Boston,  on  Thursday  evening,  Sept. 
Ti,  at  8  p.  m.  The  City  Club  is  on  Beacon  street,  corner 
of  Somerset  street,  one  block  from  the  State  House  and 
one  block  from  Tremont  street.  The  business  before  the 
meeting  will  be  the  election  of  officers,  and  several  im- 
portant questions   of  League  conduct. 

At  six  o'clock,  same  place  and  date,  the  annual  dinner 
will  be  held.  To  this  function  any  League  member  will  be 
welcome.  The  fee  will  be  $i.oo.  The  Secretary-Trasurer 
must  be  notified,  on  or  before  Sept.  8th,  by  anyone  who 
intends  to  be  at  this  banquet.  We  shall  reserve  a  place 
for  those  only  who  notify  us.  This  is  about  the  only  get- 
ting together  of  League  members  during  the  year  and  we 
hope  for  a  large  company.  Informal  dress.  This  invita- 
tion is  comprehensive  enough  to  take  in  every  member  of 
the  L.  A.  W.,  wherever  located. 

Fraternally, 

Abbot  Bassett, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 


Statement  made  under  new  postal  lav;  in  compliance  with 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  Aug.  24,  1912. — Statement  of  the 
ownership,  management,  etc.,  of  Bassett's  Scrap  Book,  pub- 
lished monthly  at  Newtonvilie,  Mass.,  required  by  the  Act 
of  Aug.  24,  1912. — Editor,  Abbot  Bassett;  Managing  Editor, 
Abbot  Bassett;  Business  Manager.  Abbot  Bassett;  Pub- 
lisher, L.  A.  W.  Publishing  Co.;  Owner.  Abbot  Bassett. 
Not  incorporated.  No  bondholders,  mortgagees,  or  stock- 
holders. Signed,  Abbot  Bassett,  Newtonvilie. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  eighteenth  day 
of  July,  IQT3.  Wm.  T.  Halliday,  Notary  Public.  My  com- 
mission expires  April  13,  1917. 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


THE  PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Memberships 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  <-han  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it. 


APPIilOATION  BLANK — If  applicant  is  unprovided 
with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Newtonville,  Mass.     Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD — Members  touring  abroad  are 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


•UPPIilES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

-h'^^I?.*?*^^"®  ^^**  ^2  ^®.*I*  ^';°"  <'<*^®'"  *o  coTer  and  therefore  a  firat-cUM 
adrertlsing  medium  for  bicycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anytHing  usef^  to 
men, «  Our  rates  :-$lM  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  $IM  an  inch! 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10, 1904,  at  the  Post  Office.  »t  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  ^^^,  •».  doowu 
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TH.E  OPENING  YEAR. 

The  L.  A.  W.  begins  the  year  with  the  coming  in 
of  September. 


We  have  made  many  beginnings.  At  first  it  was 
June,  later,  January,  still  later  April  and  now  Sep- 
tember.   Variety  is  the  spice  of  startings. 


We    can   now   look    upon    a    "September    Morn' 
without  blushing. 


We  can  lay  in  our  next  winter's  fuel  before  the 
cold  weather  is  near;  and  it  ought  to  be  so  we  could 
shovel  the  snow  from  our  walks  while  the  dog  days 
are  here. 


Summer,  as  well  as  pride,  goeth  before  a  fall. 


The  F.  A.  M.  is  duplicating  the  history  of  the  L. 
A.  W.  in  all  its  great  variety.  Racing  squabbles, 
amateur  rule,  election  of  officials,  choice  of  meet 
places, — and  now  it  talks  of  moving  the  office  of 
Secretary  to  Chicago.  Might  be  well  to  read  about 
the  experience  of  the  L.  A.  W. 
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That  London  Opinion  is  responsible  for  the  fol- 
lowing: "A  young  lady  who  was  examining  bicycles 
said  to  the  shopman:  'What's  the  name  of  this  cycle ?^ 
That  is  the  "Belvedere,"  '  answered  the  salesman. 
He  was  rewarded  by  a  stony  glare  and  the  question: 
'Can  you  recommend  the  ''Belva"?'  " 


Now  don't  you  put  your  wheel  away!  You've 
time  for  lots  more  fun;  the  white  man's  Summer's 
gone,  but  then,  there'll  be  an  Indian  one. 


A  letter  came  to  us,  the  other  day,  asking  for  a 
receipt  for  "perpetual  paste"  which  the  writer  had 
heard  we  had  been  using  for  many  years.  We  are 
prompted  to  publish  the  receipt  that  others  may  se- 
cure the  most  excellent  results  from  its  use  that  we 
have  enjoyed. 

Procure  at  a  druggist's  an  ounce  of  the  best  Gum 
Tragacanth.  (We  pay  5  cents  for  it  in  Boston.) 
Pick  it  clean  and  put  it  m  a  wide-mouthed  glass  or 
whiteware  vessel  that  will  hold  a  quart.  (We  use  a 
quart-size  fruit  jar  with  a  glass  top.)  Pour  on  a 
pint  and  a  half  of  clear,  cold,  soft  water.  Cover  the 
vessel  and  let  it  stand  till  the  next  day.  The  Traga- 
canth will  then  be  swollen  nearly  to  the  top  of  the 
vessel.  Stir  it  down  to  the  bottom  with  a  large 
spoon  and  add  two  or  three  drops  of  oil  of  clove  or 
oil  of  wintergreen  to  prevent  mould.  Stir  it  several 
times  during  that  day,  but  afterwards  do  not  stir  it 
at  all,  leaving  it  to  form  a  smooth,  jelly-like  mass. 
Cover  it  closely  and  set  away  for  use.     Draw  upon 
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it    for    use    in    small   quantities.      It    does    not    turn 
yellow  in  scrap  books,  and  will  keep  a  year. 


President  Poincare,  of  France,  was  recently  per- 
suaded by  a  friend  to  learn  to  cycle.  His  first  at- 
tempt, however,  was  the  last.  He  mounted  in  his 
friend's  garden,  but  at  once  came  to  grief  in  a  costly 
rose  bush  which  had  cost  his  friend  £20.  The  experi- 
ence was  quite  sufficient  for  the  President,  who  gave 
up  the  idea  of  learning  to  ride. 


Exercise  makes  the  muscles  hungry.  Feed  them. 
Cheese,  Beans,  Peas,  Beef,  Oatmeal,  in  the  order 
named,  are  the  best  muscle-builders.  Wheat-flour 
will  fatten  but  not  strengthen.  Soups  and  beef  es- 
sences are  merely  stimulants  and  have  absolutely  no 
value  as  muscle-builders.  This  is  what  the  L.  A.  W. 
Doctor  tells  us. 


The  cool  September  breezes  blow,  don't  put  your 
cycle  up;  the  Summer  boarding-places  close,  but 
oysters  open  up. 


Dr.  Louis  C.  Le  Roy,  of  New  York  City,  writes  us 
from  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y.:  ''Mrs.  Le  Roy  and  I 
have  completed  much  of  our  extended  tour  through 
New  York  State.  We  visited  most  all  of  the  lakes 
and  passed  into  Canada  at  Niagara  Falls.  The 
Canadian  roads  are  just  as  bad  as  they  were  twenty 
years  ago  when  I  toured  with  my  bicycle.  We  made 
Montreal  under  difficulties  and  are  resting  at  Rouse's 
point  for  a  few  days  before  pressing  on  to  Bretton 
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Woods  and  the  Mai'ne  coast.  If  we  pass  Boston 
way,  at  or  near  the  psychological  hour  in  Septem- 
ber, we  will  venture  to  intrude  upon  the  Wheel 
About  the  Hub  and  repeat  the  pleasant  experiences 
of  last  year." 


Twenty-nine  carloads  of  cocktail  cherries  have 
been  shipped  out  of  Boston  to  Chicago,  Cincinnati 
and  other  wicked  cities.  It  will  be  observed  that 
Boston  had  no  use  for  'em. 


Once  in  a  while  we  get  a  letter  like  the  following. 
This  comes  from  a  man  who  was  an  enthusiastic  and 
a  valuable  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  way  back  in  the 
eighties.  He  was  with  us  at  the  Assembly  meeting 
at  Columbus  in  1892.  It  feels  like  a  nibble  that  may 
prove  to  be  a  bite  and  a  landing: 

''Occasionally  I  have  qualms  of  conscience  in  re- 
gard to  not  being  an  L.  A.  W.  member  any  more. 
That  is  another  result  of  being  so  busy  and  having 
moved  about  so.  I  am  not  really  lacking  in  the  kind 
of  feeling  that  makes  a  man  stick  to  an  old  organi- 
zation, but  I  have  never  fancied  wearing  epaulets. 
Perhaps  a  combination  of  being  very  busy  and  this 
bashful  quality  has  kept  me  from  getting  back  into 
the  L.  A.  W.  ranks.  Suppose  you  let  me  know  what 
motions  I  go  through  and  what  is  necessary  to  get 
back  in." 


A  New  Jersey  mosquito  caused  a  serious  automo- 
bile accident  at  Atlantic  City,  but  it  hasn't  been 
made  quite  clear  whether  the  insect  killed  the 
chaufifeur  or  punctured  the  tire. 
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Most  men  can  eat  humble  pie,  but  of  course,  they 
prefer  squash  or  blueberry. 


Everyone  who  enters  New  York  by  the  Grand 
Central  Station  knows  the  old  Grand  Union  Hotel 
across  the  way  and  will  ,be  interested  in  the  evi- 
dently impending  sale  and  the  prospect  that  eventu- 
ally it  will  be  replaced  by  an  i8  or  20-story  office 
building.  The  sale  price  is  believed  to  be  some  $4,- 
000,000.  We  of  the  L.  A.  W.  know  the  old  Hotel 
very  well.  It  was  quite  the  habit  to  hold  out  meet- 
ings there  in  the  eighties.  Here  were  waged  the 
most  exciting  contests  the  League  has  known.  Bat- 
tles for  office,  battles  over  racing  rules,  battles  to 
select  meeting  places,  etc.  If  the  walls  could  speak 
what  tales  they  would  tell  of  victories  won  and  am- 
bitions thrown  down.  It  was  about  this  time  that 
Hayes  remarked:  "There  is  no  fun  in  going  to  a 
League  meeting  where  there  is  no  scrap."  We  re- 
call the  names  of  men  foremost  in  the  scrappmgs — 
Jenkins,  Egan,  Beckwith,  Kirkpatrick,  Dunn,  Lus- 
comb,  Aaron,  Butler,  Mott,  WilHson  and  a  host  of 
others  who  are  not  with  us  now  to  answer  to  roll 
call.     Let  the  old  fighting  quarters  go  with  the  rest. 


"There  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun."  Nothing 
new  about  that  saying,  but  very  much  that  is  true. 
In  a  copy  of  "The  People's  Press,"  dated  April,  1847, 
and  printed  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  we  find  the  following 
item : 
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"Much  attention  has  been  lately  drawn,  in  Lon- 
don, to  some  new  cabs,  of  which  the  chief  novelty 
consists  in  the  absence  of  all  springs.  A  hollow  tube 
about  fourteen  inches  in  diameter,  composed  of  india 
rubber,  and  inflated  with  air,  is  made  to  encircle 
each  wheel  in  the  manner  of  a  tire;  and  the  carriage 
rolls  along  without  making  the  slightest  noise." 


A  Maine  man,  now  in  his  old  age,  claims  that  he 
has  captured  years  of  life  from  Heaven  by  riding  a 
bicycle,  and  laid  up  $50,000  in  the  same  place  by  not 
using  tobacco  or  whiskey.  Moreover  he  is  in  no 
hurry  to  realize  on  his  deposit  and  hopes  to  make  it 
much  larger.  Wonder  what  his  basis  for  figuring  is? 
Men  are  of  many  capacities  and  there  may  be  fellows 
who  would  figure  up  a  miuch  larger  sum  in  the  same 
time. 


Our  good  friend,  Louis  J.  Berger,  formerly  of 
Chicago,  now  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  has  been  on  a 
Bicycle  Tour  and  gives  us  the  results,  which  include 
a  return  to  the  Ordinary.  "The  fact  is,  I  was  not 
very  youthful  before  this  ramble  began;  had  not 
jumped  up  two  steps,  with  comfort,  for  some  time. 
On  the  contrary,  when  I  came  back,  I  woke  at  four 
o'clock  one  morning,  went  into  the  basement,  drew 
out  a  Victor  cushion-tire  Ordinary,  and  put  handle 
bars,  brake,  lever  and  pedals  on  it,  and  took  it  out 
and  did  the  pedal  mount.  That  was  on  a  Friday.  By 
Sunday  I  had  learned  to  vault  in  the  saddle.  Pretty 
fair  for  a  man  forty-eight  and  one-half  years  old — 
I  was  less  than  forty,  however. 
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"I  am  going  to  read  your  publication  regularly, 
even  if  I  have  to  stay  up  overtime  to  do  it.  I  am 
now  having  my  old  Victor  re-nickeled,  etc.,  and  in- 
tend to  keep  it  on  duty  always.  I  work  at  home  oc- 
casionally, and  the  machine  will  come  in  handy  for 
a  ramble  around  the  block.  I  find  the  interest  here 
is  not  of  the  jeering  variety.  Children,  of  course, 
wonder  where  in  the  world  the  thing  came  from, 
how  I  pump  up  the  tire,  etc. ;  reminding  me  of  an  in- 
cident in  New  York  City.  I  used  to  ride  it  far  after 
dark.  One  evening,  a  young  fellow  on  a  safety  rode 
alongside  for  half  a  block  without  saying  a  word, 
then  he  remarked,  'Well,  they  get  out  something- 
new  every  year,  don't  they?'  But  out  here  I  find 
a  great  many  of  the  'old  timers'  who  are  glad  to 
see  the  machine  and  talk  to  me  from  wagon,  street 
cars  and  curb  stone,  telling  me  what  kind  of  ma- 
chines they  used  to  ride.  I  paid  $4.80  for  that  Victor 
in  about  1893.  I  was  in  Chicago,  and  hearing  that 
the  Overman  folks  were  about  to  discontinue  manu- 
facturing Ordinaries,  I  wrote  them  and  they  sent  me 
this  machine  gratis,  except  for  express  charges  'col- 
lect.' In  1898  I  took  it  to  New  York,  where  I  had 
it  for  nearly  eleven  years,  riding  it  frequently;  then 
brought  it  back  to  Chicago  in  1910,  and  now  it  is 
here  with  me.  I  would  not  sell  it  for  $500.00.  The 
tires  on  it  are  more  than  twenty  years  old,  and  are 
in  splendid  condition;  and  there  is  real  rubber  in  the 
pedals." 

Across  the  water  the  cycle  car  is  fast  assuming 
the  aspect  of  a  fad  among  certain  classes  of  users. 
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It  no  doubt  fills  a  long  felt  want  in  England  and 
other  countries.  It  makes  it  possible  for  the  man 
who  cannot  afford  a  regular  automobile  at  $i,ooo  to 
$1,500,  and  who  does  not  care  to  straddle  a  motor- 
cycle, to  have  a  small  car  of  low  initial  cost,  and  ex- 
tremely low  upkeep  cost.  In  Europe  there  is  a  big 
step  in  price  between  the  motor-cycle  and  the  cheap- 
est automobile,  says  E.  S.  Foljambe,  in  an  editorial  in 
the  Automobile  Trade  Journal  of  Philadelphia.  This 
gap  is  filled  by  the  cycle  car,  which  is  more  com- 
fortable than  a  motor-cycle  with  side  car  attachment, 
and  much  more  sociable,  as  the  passengers  are 
seated  together. 


A  friend  of  ours  says  his  bicycle  is  almost  hu- 
man. While  riding  the  other  night  he  heard  an  odd 
noise,  and  is  certain  that  it  was  his  front  wheel 
spoke. 


Governor  Major  of  Missouri  has  instructed  all  the 
Colonels  on  his  staff  to  work  two  days  on  the  public 
roads.  It  must  be  galling  for  a  Colonel  to  be  or- 
dered to  mend  his  ways  by  a  Major. 


Frank  A.  Egan,  who  in  the  days  of  old  wrote  for 
cycHng  journals  over  the  signatures  of  The  "Owl," 
''Hawkshaw,"  etc.,  is  now  on  the  top  wave  of  finan- 
cial prosperity.  He  is  on  the  "Motor  Print"  of  New 
York;  has  his  private  yacht,  the  "Egania,"  holds 
the  wheel  of  an  automobik,  etc.  Good  for  Frank! 
He  has  won  success  which  he  so  richly  deserves. 
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The  great  volunteer  road-making  experiment  in 
Missouri  has  ended  for  the  time  being.  The  gover- 
nor of  that  State  and  the  governor  of  Kansas  have 
shaken  hands  over  the  result,  and  the  latter  an- 
nounces his  intention  of  going  home  and  starting  a 
similar  movement.  Arkansas  is  also  impressed  and 
may  fall  into  the  procession.  That  is  the  danger. 
The  expedient  has  been  a  superficial  one.  It  is  a 
reversion  on  a  wholesale  scale  to  a  practice  that  has 
gradually  gone  by  as  the  public  has  been  better  edu- 
cated with  respect  to  what  good  roads  really  mean. 
They  mean  seasoned  and  brawny  arms,  and  engi- 
neering skill  back  of  them.  Men  inexperienced  with 
pick  and  shovel  can  accomplish  little.  All  who  re- 
member our  roads  under  the  working-out-tax  meth- 
ods will  not  welcome  the  return.  The  current  and  ap- 
propriate phrase,  as  appHed  to  that  practice,  was 
"leaning  out  the  tax,"  the  hoe  handle  being  the  sup- 
port and  gossip  the  principal  occupation.  There  is 
no  danger  that  Massachusetts  with  her  good  roads 
record  will  ever  return  to  that  primitive  and  in- 
efifective  method. 


No  protests  having  been  lodged,  or,  at  any  rate, 
none  having  proven  of  any  effect,  the  United  States 
Senate  has  passed  that  section  of  the  Underwood 
tariff  bill  which  reduced  the  duty  on  both  bicycles 
and  motor-cycles  from  45  to  25  per  cent.  As  passed 
by  the  House,  the  bill  cut  the  duty  on  bicycles  from 
45  to  25  per  cent.,  but  permitted  motor-cycles  to  es- 
cape with  only  a  5  per  cent,  cut — from  45  to  40  per 
cent.    The  duty  on  the  latter  was  further  reduced  to 
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^5  per  cent,  by  the  Senate  committee,  and  there  is 
small  doubt  that  it  will  be  adopted  by  the  House 
when  the  bill  is  returned  to  that  bodv  for  action. 


In  the  embryo  days  ot'  Miami  bicycles  were  just 
.coming  into  general  use,  and  the  owner  of  one  of 
these  vehicles  was  the  object  of  the  envy  of  his 
neighbors,  and  providing  he  could  ride  it,  was  con- 
sidered to  be  little  short  of  a  professional  acrobat. 
The  following  paragraph  from  Volume  I  of  The 
Metropolis  files  tells  of  the  first  bicycle  ever  ridden 
in  ]\Iiami:     (This  was  in  1896.) 

"Florida  has  also  as  a  permanent  resident  the 
iounder  of  the  L.  A.  W.  (League  of  American 
Wheelmen),  in  Kirk  Monroe,  of  Cocoanut  Grove. 
]\Ir.  Monroe  began  to  ride  a  wheel  in  1878,  import- 
ing from  England  the  third  bicycle  ever  seen  in 
"New  York  city.  In  the  following  year  he  organized 
and  became  the  captain  of  the  New  York  Bicycle 
Club,  which  in  1880  issued  invitations  to  all  Ameri- 
can wheelmen  to  meet  them  in  Newport  for  the  pur- 
pose of  founding  an  association  for  mutual  protec- 
tion and  the  advancement  of  the  then  novel  sport  of 
bicycling.  On  May  31,  1880,  Mr.  Monroe  called  to 
•order  the  first  meeting  of  wheelmen  ever  held  in 
this  country,  and  proposed  the  name,  'League  of 
American  Wheelmen'  and  became  its  first  com- 
mander. 

"A  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Monroe  strolled  into  The 
^letropolis  office  and  spying  a  wheel  belonging  to 
our  Dr.  Graham,  which  had  just  arrived  and  which 
the  busy  editor  had  not  yet  found  time  to  ride,  in- 
spected  its   tires,   and   mounting   took   a   long   ride 
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through  the  unpaved  streets  and  beautiful  woodland 
roads  of  our  embryo  town.  By  so  doing-  we  believe 
that  the  founder  of  the  L.  A.  W.  holds  the  record  of 
being  the  first  to  imprint  pneumatic  tracks  upon  the 
dust  of  Miami's  newly  opened  streets." — Miami 
(Fla.),  Metropolis. 

Our  founder  was  one  of  the  pioneers  at  Cocoanut 
Grove  and  his  many  books  of  adventure  and  boy 
Hfe  were  written  there.  In  1896  he  purchased  two 
lots  of  land  at  Miami,  paying  $550  for  what  he  could 
now  sell  for  several  thousand  dollars. 


W.  F.  Ball,  in  the  Birmingham  (Eng.)  Daily  Mail, 
comments  as  follows  on  the  new  horse  racing  record,, 
in  which  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter  was  cov- 
ered in  exactly  two  minutes:  "This  is  at  the  rate  of 
37  1/2  miles  per  hour  for  the  distance.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  compare  the  speed  of  our  crack  riders  with 
that  of  the  fastest  horses,  but  whenever  this  is  done 
we  have  to  acknowledge  that  over  short  courses  the 
bicyclist  cannot  equal  the  speed  of  these  wonderfully 
fast  animals.  Here  we  see  that  a  horse  has  done 
I  1/4  miles  in  two  minutes,  which  time  might  be  re- 
garded as  the  fastest  our  men  can  manage  for  one 
mile.  In  other  words,  the  champion  horse  would  be 
able  to  concede  Johnson  or  Bailey  a  start  of  440 
yards  in  a  race  of  one  mile  and  a  quarter.  At  the 
longer  distances  the  horse  is  nowhere,  and  a  crack 
cyclist  could  probably  give  the  best  horse  in  the 
world  a  start  of  three  or  four  miles  in  twenty.  A 
race  between  a  cydist  and  a  horse  over  a  course  of, 
say,  four  or  five  miles  would  probably  be  very  in- 
teresting." 


GOOD  COMPANY 
ON  GOOD  ROADS 


THE  PRICE  TO  PAY. 

DUES. — Applicants  pay  75  cents  a  year.  Membershipi 
may  be  renewed  for  75  cents  a  year.  Members  may  sub- 
scribe for  the  official  organ  at  the  club  rate  of  25  cents. 
This  is  optional  and  the  sum  must  be  paid  in  addition  to 
the  dues.  Life  membership  $10.  Can  be  taken  by  none 
other  than  one  who  has  been  a  member  for  five  years  previ- 
ous. Life  members  must  pay  the  additional  fee  of  25  cents 
per  year  for  the  official  organ  if  they  desire  it 
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with  regular  blank  from  headquarters,  he  may  write  his 
name,  address  and  occupation  on  a  slip  of  paper  6  by  3 
inches.  Add  the  names  of  two  references  and  send  same 
with  one  dollar  to  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary-Treasurer^ 
Newtonville,  Mass.    Regular  blank  on  application. 


TOURING  ABROAD. — Members  touring  abroad  arc 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  a  ticket  of 
membership  in  the  Cyclist  Touring  Club  of  England.  This 
ticket  will  give  the  holder  all  the  advantages  of  the  hotel 
and  consul  system  which  the  C.  T.  C.  has  in  Great  Britain 
and  on  the  Continent. 


■UPPUES — Badges:  Solid  gold,  $2;  plated,  $1;  Enam- 
eled Rim,  75  cents.  Russia  leather  ticket  holders,  25  cents. 
Veteran  Bar,  price  $2.50.  Screw  Driver  for  Key  Ring,  10 
cents. 


A      MAGAZINE       FOR       RIDERS      OF      THE      WHEEL 
OFFICIAL  ORGAN  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WHEELMEN 

A  magaziue  that  is  read  from  cover  to  coyer  and  therefore  a  first-class 
advertising  medium  for  l.icycles  and  sundries.  Also  for  anything  useful  to 
men.  v  Our  rates  :—$lM  an  inch.  Repeat,  if  unchanged,  81.00  an  inch 

Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter,  March  10,  1904,  at  the  Post  OfBce/at  Boston 
Mass.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress,  March  3, 1879.  '       '*"'"^" 

Vol.  II      No.  8  OCTOBER,  1913  5  Cent* 

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  L.  A.  W. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly 
was  held  at  the  Boston  City  Club,  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  II,  1913,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

There  was  a  very  jolly  time  and  a  very  appetizing 
banquet  preceding  the  meeting  and  old  friendships 
were  renewed  with  the  interchange  of  reminiscences 
of  by-gone  days  when  the  L,  A.  W.  had  a  larger 
membership.  There  were  25  members  present  and 
this  number  included  five  members  who  have  sat  in 
the  President's   Chair,  and  two  ex- Vice   Presidents. 

The  Auditor  reported  as  follows : — 

Receipts. 

8  Applicants  at  $1.00 $8.00 

711  Renewals  at  $1.00 711.00 

From  Guaranty  Fund   95-50 

$814.50 
1912  Balance  on  hand 80.53 

.$895.03 
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Payments. 

Expenses  Secretary's  office .$150.50 

Salary  of  Secretary 179.75 

Organ   Receipts    179-75 

Organ   Bonus 179-75 

Payment  of  Subs  to  Life  Members   124.00 

$813.28 
Balance  on  hand    81.28 


$895.03 
Geo.  W.  Nash,  Auditor. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

The  remarkable  achievements  of  a  year  that  has 
past,  and  an  extraordinary  increase  of  membership, 
no  longer,  as  in  the  past,  give  an  inspiration  to  the 
Secretary's  pen,  as  he  writes  the  annual  report 
which  is  due  from  him  to  this  honorable  body.  And 
yet  there  is  an  inspiration  that  is  very  potent  and 
extremely  w^holesome  in  the  display  of  loyalty  to  the 
League  and  the  cause  which  it  represents,  and  in  the 
enthusiasm  w'hich  is  evinced  by  those  who  manifest 
their  intention  to  stand  by  the  League  so  long  as  it 
shall  continue  to  exist. 

It  speaks  well  for  the  character  and  steadfastness 
of  those  who  were  draw^n  together  to  enjoy  the  de- 
lights of  wheeling  and  to  work  for  the  improvement 
of  the  highways,  that  in  prosecuting  the  work  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  resultant  friendships,  there 
was  established  a  camaraderie  that  cannot  be  easily 
broken. 
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Witness  the  remarkable  vitality  of  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Clnb,  the  earliest  cycle  club  in  the  United 
States,  and  still  actively  engaged  in  all  the  good 
work  that  centers  around  the  wheel,  including  that 
vvorld-renowned  Wheel  About  the  Hub  that  lives 
again  with  each  recurring  year. 

Note  that  the  Veteran  Wheelmen's  Association  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Nylaw  Veterans  of  New  York,  the 
Veteran  Association  of  New  Haven  and  the  Rovers' 
Cycle  Club  of  Charlestown  are  all  realizing  the 
value  of  old  friendships,  born  of  wheeling,  and  in 
their  gatherings  and  outings  doing  very  much  to 
preserve  them.  Note  that  every  one  of  these  vet- 
eran organizations  is  represented  here  tonight  and 
doing  its  part  to  support  the  national  organization, 
the  alma  mater  of  all. 

r  think  we  have  good  reason  to  exult  over  the 
record  of  the  past  year,  for  while  we  can  show  no 
gain  in  membership  we  have  to  report  a  loss  so 
small  that  it  has  all  the  moral  effect  of  a  gain. 

Last  year  we  reported  a  membership  of  i,o68; 
this  year  w^e  number  1,043,  3.  net  loss  of  but  25 
members,  a  large  proportion  of  which  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  death.     Last  year  we  reported  a  loss  of  89. 

New  York  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  with  250 
members;  followed  by  Mass.  with  206;  Penn.  with 
1955  ^^-  J-'  69  and  R.  I.,  46.  These  five  states  show 
a  total  of  "j^^^  members,  representing  73  per  cent,  of 
the  whole. 

I  like  to  throw  a  rhetorical  bouquet  when  it  is 
deserved,    and    T    think    that    some    such    favor    is 
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deserved  by  at  least  two  states.  Rhode  Island  in 
the  boom  days  of  the  League  was  the  14th  Division 
in  point  of  size.  Today  it  is  the  5th,  and  it  stands 
where  it  does  because  the  old  Division  officers  are 
still  at  work  and  follov/ing  up  the  members  to  keep 
them  in  line.  A  good  proportion  of  the  renewals 
come  to  the  ofhce  from  the  DiA-ision  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  this  can  be  said  of  no  other  state. 
New  York  has  a  Veteran  organization  and  no  one  is 
admitted  to  its  membership  unless  he  can  be  shown 
to  be  a  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  here  are  two  worthy  winners  of 
a  bouquet. 

Owing  to  the  liberality  of  our  members  our 
finances  are  in  a  condition  most  excellent  when 
compared  with  former  years,  for  we  are  able  to 
show  a  balance  of  cash  on  hand  of  $81.23.  Last 
year  our  balance  was  $80.53.  ^^  ^9^7  ^^e  had  a 
])alance  of  $84.27,  which  is  larger  by  $3.04  than  the 
balance  now  shown,  but  in  no  other  year  of  the  last 
TO  have  we  had  so  good  a  showing,  and  the  average 
balance  of  the  last  10  years  is  $57.91. 

We  have  lost,  by  death,  2  life  members,  Henry  C. 
G.  Ellard  of  Cincinnati,  the  Cow-Boy  Poet  Lariat, 
as  he  was  pleased  to  call  himself.  An  enthusiastic 
and  earnest  worker  for  the  L.  A.  W.  and  the  author 
of  some  very  creditable  verse.  Frank  A.  Peavey  of 
Port  Huron,  Mich.,  came  to  us  as  a  worker  in  the 
cause  for  Good  Roads.  He  was  very  active  in  this 
work  at  Port  Huron  and  accomplished  notable 
results. 
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I  have  prepared  a  table  showing  the  highest 
marks  reached  in  membership  by  each  State  Divi- 
sion. This  is  taken  from  my  report  made  at  St. 
Louis  in  Feb.,  1898.  The  leading  Divisions  at  that - 
time  were  New  York,  26,983;  Penn.,  24,979;  Mass.^ 
12,899;  N.  J.,  6,876;  111,,  4.024. 

The  greatest  problem  that  has  confronted  th? 
League  in  every  year  since  its  organization  is  that 
connected  with  the  official  organ,  and  it  has  been  a 
greater  problem  for  the  publisher  than  for  the 
League.  The  PubHsher  of  the  Scrap  Book  has  now- 
struggled  with  the  problem  for  a  longer  period  than 
any  one  of  his  predecessors. 

The  institution  of  life  memberships  in  May  of 
1901,  with  a  membership  fee  of  $10,  including  the 
official  organ  was  one  of  our  mistakes.  It  was  pro- 
vided at  the  time  that  $2.50  of  this  sum  should  be 
set  aside  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  sub- 
scription price  of  the  organ.  The  finances  of  the 
League  were  in  a  wretched  condition  at  the  time 
and  the  money  w^as  used  to  pay  our  debts.  As  a 
result  of  this  the  League  has  had  to  pay  these  sub- 
scriptions from  the  annual  dues  of  other  members. 
This  we  have  done  for  twelve  years. 

Five  years  ago  a  guaranty  fund  was  started  and 
quite  a  considerable  number  of  life  members  and  a 
few  annual  members  agreed  to  pay  a  given  sum  for 
five  years.  Without  this  guarantee  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  the  League  to  meet  its  obliga- 
tions. 

The    five    years    have    expired    and    the    question 
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must  be  met  once  again.  While  I  can  well  believe 
that  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  gave  before 
will,  if  asked,  continue  to  give,  I  doubt  very  much 
if  all  will  respond.  Aleantime  the  publisher  has  to 
meet  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  paper,  of  labor  and 
other  expenses  of  printing  and  this  forbids  any  sub- 
stantial return  to  him  for  the  work  which  he  has  to 
put  into  the  conduct  of  the  paper. 

I  want  to  put  on  record  just  here  my  appreciation 
of  the  generosity  of  those  of  our  m.embers  who  have 
advertised  in  the  organ  with  little  hope  if  any  of  a 
return  for  the  money  expended.  The  receipts  from 
these  bouquets  of  assistance  have  been  a  great  help 
towards  helping  to  keep  the  pubHsher  out  of  the 
poor  house. 

The  publisher  has  been  unable  to  get  trade  adver- 
tising even  from  those  people  in  the  trade  who 
advertise  liberally  in  trade  papers,  many  of  which 
have  much  smaller  circulations  than  our  official 
organ  can  boast.  The  weakness  of  our  situation  is 
that  our  circulation  is  well  known,  while  the  circula- 
tion of  the  hundreds  of  trade  journals  rests  upon  the 
statement  of  zealous  advertising  agents. 

I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  official 
organ  is  the  strongest  link  in  the  tie  that  binds  us 
together  and  if  we  are  to  go  on  it  must  be  main- 
tained, but  the  time  has  come  when  some  radical 
change  must  be  made  in  the  conduct  of  it.  I  do  not 
doubt  we  could  reconstitute  the  guaranty  fund  but 
that  would  mean  as  it  did  before  that  a  "few  would 
pay  for  what  the  whole  enjoys. 

My  suggestion  would  be  that  we  publish  quarterly 
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instead  of  monthly,  an  organ  not  unlike  the  one  we 
now  have,  and  ask  the  life  members  to  pay  50  cents 
a  year  by  way  of  subscription.  A  quarterly  would 
amply  provide  for  publishing  the  few  official  notices 
that  we  have  to  put  forth.  We  could  print  monthly 
a  four  page,  tmbound  journal,  but  to  my  mind  it 
would  lack  in  appearance  what  we  ought  to  have. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  many  who  agreed  to  pay  a 
certain  sum  annually  five  years  ago  will  be  willing 
to  renew  their  pledge  for  another  term,  but  it  would 
be  unfortunate  if  we  were  to  start  on  another  five 
year  term  with  a  monthly  and,  before  the  term  ends, 
have  to  change  to  a  quarterly. 

I  recommend  all  these  facts  to  your  serious  con- 
sideration. 

Our  membership  totals,  at  the  present  time,  stand 
as  follows: — 

New  York,  250;  Mass..  206;  Pa.,  195;  New  Jersey, 
69;  Rhode  Island,  46;  Conn.,  41;  111.,  40;  Ohio,  33; 
California,  23;  N.  H.,  17;  Mo..  16;  Md.,  13;  Mich., 
12,;  Wis.,  10;  Ind.,  8;  Iowa,  8;  Ken,,  8:  Me.,  8;  D.  C, 
6;  Colo.,  5;  Minn.,  4;  Texas,  4;  Kan.,  3;  W.  V.,  3; 
Fla.,  2;  Idaho,  2;  Phil.  Ids.,  .2;  Canada,  4;  England, 
2;  and  one  each  from  Del.,  Ga.,  La.,  Mont..  N.  M., 
N.  C,  Ore.,  Tenn.,  Utah.  Vt.,  Ysl.,  Washn.,  Wyo., 
Hawaii,  France  and  Jamaica. 

Election  of  Officers: — A  Committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Morris,  Green  and  Stall  was  apointed  on  the 
balloting:. 


100  BASSETT'S    SCRAP    BOOK 

Whole  number  of  votes 4^ 

For  President, 

Quincy  Kilby,  Boston 44 

W.  W.  Stall,  Boston i 

For  First  Vice  President, 

Wm.  H.  Hale,  New  York 44 

For  Second  Vice  President, 

George  D.  Gideon,  Phila 44 

For  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Abbot  Bassett,   Boston 48 

For  Auditor, 

Geo.  W.  Xash,  Abington    45 

The  vote  included  the  ballots  cast  by  mail  as  well 
as  those  personally  voted  at  the  meeting. 

Under  new  business,  Mr.  Obermayer  said  that  he 
considered  it  no  more  than  fair  that  those  members 
who  were  on  the  life  membership  list  with  a  prom- 
ise that  they  should  receive  the  official  organ,  with- 
out further  payment,  for  life,  should  be  requested  in 
all  fairness  to  the  League  to  pay  a  small  subscrip- 
tion fee  for  the  organ.  He  suggested  that  under 
the  unfortunate  agreement  of  twelve  years  ago 
these  members  could  not  be  compelled  to  pay  a  fee 
but  he  believed  that  a  majority  of  them  would  rec- 
ognize the  justice  of  the  thing  and  agree  to  pay 
something. 

He  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  consider  the  question  and  as  well  consider 
whether  the  official  organ  should  be  made  a  quar- 
terly.     Said   committee  to   report  to   an   adjourned 
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meeting  of  the  Assembly  to  be  held  at  an  early  date. 
The  committee  as  appointed  was : — Messrs.  Ober- 
mayer,  Cooke  and  Alorris. 

The  meeting  adjourned  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
President  for  an  adjourned  meeting  at  an  early  date. 


THE  WHEEL  ABOUT  THE  HUB. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  Wheel  About  the  Hub 
started  from  the  usual  place,  Cushing's  Corner, 
Roxbury,  on  Friday,  Sept.  12th, 

The  dates  of  the  original  ride  were  Sept.  11  and 
12,  1879. 

After  thirteen  years,  on  Sept.  16  and  17,  1892,  the 
ride  was  repeated  and  three  of  those  who  rode  in  the 
first  run  participated  also  in  this  one  of  1892. 

Of  those  who  went  on  the  resumption  run  in  1892, 
there  were  5  present  on  this  run  of  191 3,  Capt.  W. 
G.  Kendall,  Augustus  Nickerson,  W.  W.  Stall,  Will 
R.  Pitman  and  Theodore  Rothe. 

Since  its  resumption  in  1892  the  ride  has  been 
carried  out  every  year  by  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club. 

The  following  wheelmen  participated  in  this 
''Wheelabout"  of  1913.  From  Boston — President, 
Quincy  Kilby;  °Captain,  W.  G.  Kendall;  °Secretary 
Augustus  Nickerson, — ^Abbot  Bassett,  Charles  G. 
Copeland,  Wm.  H.  Edmands,  John  J.  Fecitt,  J.  Rush 
Green,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Fred  D.  Irish,  Edward  F. 
Kelley,  °Charles  H.  Kendall,  ^Nathaniel  W.  Ladd, 
Frank  Parker,  Fred  H.  Ruggles,  °Theodore  Rothe, 
° Charles  C.  Rider,  Albert  M.  Skinner,  Frank  Stadt- 
miller,  Wm.   W.    Stall,    Fred.   J.    Stark,    George    F. 
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Steele,  Wendell  P.  Stevens,  ° Joseph  W.  Swan,  ^Al- 
len \\\  Swan,  George  Wright. 

From  New  York, — Mila  M.  Belding,  Jr.,  Wm.  :\I. 
Frisbie,  Wm.  H.  Hale,  John  B.  Kelly,  Fred  G.  Lee, 
Samuel  W.  Madden,  James  H.  AIcGinley, '  Charles 
J.  Obermayer,  Will  R.  Pitman,  W.  H.  Stafford,  Ed- 
ward H.  Walker,  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Willard,  George 
B.  Woodward,  Kenneth  W.  Woodward. 

From  New  Bedford,  Allen  W.  Swan,  Dr.  A.  F. 
\\'yman..  from  Dover,  N.  H.,  Elmer  G.  Whitney; 
from  New  Haven,  Alvah  G.  Fisher;  from  Philadel- 
phia, Marriott  C.  Morris;  from  Providence,  "George 
L.  Cooke,  Thomas  P.  Himes,  W.  G.  Rankin.  Re- 
pairer, L.  S.  Kallagion;  4  chauffeurs;  photographer. 

The  mark  (°)  denotes  those  who  rode  a  wheel. 

Several  things  occurring  during  the  past  year 
called  for  certain  changes  on  the  old  route.  The 
Pleasant  Grove  is  no  longer  a  grove,  the  wood- 
man's axe  having  made  it  a  desert  spot.  The  club 
house  at  Tudor  Farm  was  burned  to  the  ground  a 
few  months  since.  The  Old  Oak  and  its  shade  has 
been  denied  the  tourists  for  reasons  as  yet  undis- 
'covered. 

During  the  tour  of  1879  ^  ^'i^it  was  made  to 
Brook  Farm,  in  West  Roxbury,  and  this  feature  was 
repeated  on  this  occasion.  Here  was  enacted  in 
1841-7  the  most  interesting  of  the  many  community 
movements  that  our  country  has  known.  They 
were  not  sociaHsts  at  the  outset  but  dyed  in  the 
wool  socialists  later  invaded  their  ranks  and  led  to 
the  downfall  of  the  communitv. 
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Secretary  Bassett  acted  as  guide  and  took  the 
tourists  over  the  farm,  pointing  out  the  several 
places  of  interest.  "The  Hive,"  the  common  house, 
was  partially  burned  many  years  ago.  It  has  been 
repaired  and  is  now  in  use  as  an  Orphan's  Home. 
The  site  of  the  "Eyry,"  the  office  building,  was  vis- 
ited and  a  distant  view  taken  of  the  "Margaret  Fuller 
Cottage,''- where  was  kept  the  school;  the  site  of  the 
Phalanstery,  the  burning  of  which  was  the  final  act 
of  the  experiment  was  viewed  with  interest. 

They  were  brainy  men  and  women,  for  the  Httle 
company  embraced  George  Ripley,  Nathaniel  Haw- 
thorne, Geo.  Wm.  Curtis,  John  S.  Dwight,  Father 
Hecker,  Abbie  Morton,  Georgianna  Bruce,  as  resi- 
dents, and  Emerson,  Parker  and  Margaret  Fuller  as 
frequent  visitors. 

Our  company  of  wheelmen  strolled  over  to  the 
pine  grove  where  HoUingsworth,  Zenobia,  Priscilla 
and  Miles  Coverdale  were  wont  to  stroll  and  where 
the  revels  were  held. 

And  then  to  Pulpit  Rock  where  John  Eliot 
preached  to  the  Indians,  and  about  which,  two  cen- 
turies after,  the  Brook  Farmers  gathered  for  service 
on  Sundays.  Hawthorne  describes  it  in  his  "Blithe- 
dale  Romance":  "Rising  some  twenty  or  thirty 
feet,  a  shattered  granite  boulder,  or  heap  of  boul- 
ders, with  an  irregular  outline  and  many  fissures, 
and  overshadowed  by  the  canopy  of  a  birch  tree 
which  served  as  a  sounding  board  for  the  pulpit." 

And  then  the  crowd  put  Mr.  Bassett  into  the  pul- 
pit to  preach  the  rest  o.f  his  serm.on,  while  the  tour- 
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ists  enacting  the  part  of  Indians  stood  listening  be- 
low, and  the  photographer  put  the  whole  scene  on 
a  plate. 

And  now  we  speed  away  to  the  Fairbanks  House, 
where  Arthur  Benson  of  Dedham  met  us  with  a 
huge  bag  of  delicious  Bartlett  pears,  which  went  to 
the  right  spot. 

Cobb's  Tavern  has  always  been  to  us  a  place  of 
Pleasant  Memories  but  now  we  gave  it  an  additional 
charm  by  dedicating  the  apple  orchard  to  our  uses 
in  the  direction  of  a  mid-day  lunch.  Joe  Hendrie 
was  on  hand  with  his  well-laden  table  of  good 
things,  not  forgetting  the  deep  apple  pie;  and  the 
young  ladies  of  the  Cobb  homestead  gave  service 
and  an  added  grace  to  the  occasion  which  even  our 
celebrated  Grove  of  Pleasant  Memories  was  de- 
void of. 

And  now  over  the  beautiful  Willow  Road  to 
Mansfield  and  the  Tavern.  A  well-appointed  hos- 
tlery  and  possessed  of  comfortable  beds,  a  good 
cook  and  fine  service. 

The  banquet  is  the  great  feature  of  this,  the  first, 
evening.  President  Kilby  presided  at  the  feast  and 
started  the  post  prandials  with  a  humorous  skit 
wherein  the  animals  of  the  club  were  exhibited  in 
all  their  native  erraticism  and  cussedness.  Mr.  Bas- 
sett  read  verses  which  seemed  to  hit  the  popular 
taste.  Other  speakers  were  Will  R.  Pitman,  who 
spoke  feelinsfly  of  his  past  and  present  friends  in 
wheeldom;  Dr.  Kendall  read  a  letter  from  Charley 
Reed    from    over    the   water;    Auor^stus    Nickerson. 
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Geo.  B.  Woodman,  Dr.  T.  H.  Willard,  Marriott  C. 
Morris,  Geo.  L.  Cook,  C.  J.  Obermayer,  Milo  M. 
Belding,  Jr.,  Wm.  H.  Hale  and  N.  W.  Ladd  also 
spoke. 

As  an  item  of  business  Mr.  Joseph  Atto,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Pickwick  Club  of  London  was  made  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club. 

The  flag  which  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club  carried  in 
the  parade  at  Newport  in  1880  has  recently  been 
found,  and  was  presented  to  the  club  by  Mr.  C.  S. 
Howard. 

And  now  some  of  the  company  leave  for  home, 
some  go  to  bed,  some  sit  up  to  talk  it  all  over,  and 
some  do  not  go  to  bed  at  all. 

And  on  Saturday  morning  we  were  ofif  for  the 
coast.  There  was  some  sighing  for  the  Old  Oak 
which  was  not  to  be  had,  but  we  made  a  mid-day 
lunch  of  crackers,  cheese  and  beer  at  the  farm  of 
Tom  Jones  in  Ponkapog. 

Then  on  to  Nantasket  with  a  brief  stop  at  Brain- 
tree.  There  was  a  stifif  breeze  blowing  along  the 
fine  mile  stretch  of  beach  to  Pemberton,  but  the 
wheelmen  faced  it  bravely  and  not  a  rider  fell  by  the 
wayside. 

There  were  fish,  clams  and  lobsters  to  be  eaten 
at  Pemberton  Inn  and  then  came  goodbvs  and  the 
ride  home.  The  wheelmen  spent  the  night  at  Pem- 
berton. It  was  the  autoists  that  rode  home.  On  the 
v^hole  it  was  a  most  delig^htful  tour.  There  were 
radical  changes  made  but  in  every  case  but  one 
tber'"  was  a  decided  i^^iDrovement  in  the  new  over 
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the   old.     The   Old   Oak   was   the   exception  and  it 
would  be  hard  indeed  to  improve  on  that. 

Mr.  Chas.  H.  Kendall  rode  over  the  route  on  a 
Victor  ordinary  bicycle  with  cushion  tires.  And  he 
kept  up  with  the  party  right  along.  He  got  all  the 
applause  along  the  route  and  was  the  object  of  no 
little  curiosity  from  old  and  young  beholders.  The 
first  case  on  record  since  1879  of  an  ordinary  going 
over  the  whole  route. 

At  the  stopping  places  those  wheelmen  who  have 
graduated  from  the  w^heel  tried  their  hand  at  riding 
the  ordinary  and  proved  that  cycle  riding  is  one  of 
the  things  that  we  don't  forget. 

We  shall  issue  our  fifty-page  catalogue  of  maga- 
zines on,  or  about,  Nov.  ist.  If  you  read  such 
things  as  magazines  please  remember  that  we  sup- 
ply them  at  cut  prices  as  low  as  any  other  fellow, 
bar  none..    The  catalogue  may  be  had  for  the  asking. 


The  Monday-Noon  Club  resumed  its  weekly 
meetings  at  Hotel  Venice  in  Boston,  on  Monday, 
September  15th.  All  who  have  the  crow-feet  marks 
generally  w^orn  by  veteran  wheelmen  are  welcome 
and  they  will  find  at  the  table  a  lot  of  good  fellow^s 
who  not  only  used  to  but  at  the  present  time  ride 
wheels. 


Our  fellow-member,  Frederick  G.  Bourne,  of  New 
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The  long-haired  youngster  with  a  yell 

Now  kicks  the  football  for  a  spell, 

The  while  he   grinds  with  sickening  thud 

His  foeman's  nose  deep  in  ye  mud. 

The  pumpkin  with  its  rind  of  joy 

Peeps  from  the  vine,  flirtatious,  coy. 

And  whispers  low,  in  accents  shy, 

"I'll  see  you  later  in  the  pie!" 

The  chestnut  from  his  high  place  sings, 

"Just  watch  me  fly,  though  minus  wing!" 

And  when  he  lands  how  we  are  stirred 

To  note  that  he's  a  little  "burred"! 

Thanksgiving's  near,  and  thanks  arise 

For  blessings  great  unto  the  skies. 


NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  L.  A.  W. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  National  Assembly 
was  held  at  the  Boston  City  Club  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, Oct.  21.  at  8  o'clock.  President  Kilby  was  in 
the  chair.  The  special  business  of  the  meeting  had 
to  do  with  the  matter  of  an  ofBcial  orsran,  and  the 
contract  with  the  present  publisher,  as  it  should  be 
set  forth  by  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  at 
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the    preceding    meeting    to    investigate    and    report 
upon  conditions  as  they  now  exist. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee. 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  present  situation  in  League  affairs,  so 
faT  as  an  official  organ  is  concerned,  after  a  careful 
inquiry,  have  to  report  that  we  find  a  state  of  things 
that  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows: — In  March, 
1 901,  it  was  voted  to  establish  life  membership  in 
the  L.  A.  W.,  and  it  was  provided  that  upon  pay- 
ment of  $10  any  person  could  become  a  member  of 
the  League  for  life  and  receive  such  official  organ 
as  the  League  should  publish.  Lender  the  financial 
plan  of  the  organization,  at  that  time,  one-half  the 
fee  ($5)  went  to  the  Division  in  which  the  member 
lived;  $2.50  was  to  be  used  for  running  expenses; 
and  $2.50  was  to  be  put  into  a  reserve  fund  to  be 
drawn  upon  to  pay  the  member's  subscription  to 
the  organ.  Some  300  members  took  out  the  new 
membership  under  this  provision. 

The  purpose  of  the  plan  as  laid  out  was  defeated 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  League  was  heavily  in 
debt,  and  the  money  that  should  have  gone  into  a 
reserve  fund  was  paid  out  to  the  creditors.  Let  it 
be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  life  mem.bers  that  the 
money  that  they  paid  in,  although  diverted  from  its 
purpose,  relieved  the  League  from  a  very,  embar- 
rassing situation. 

After  a  few  years  it  was  found  that  the  life  mem- 
bership, as  then  provided  for,  was  a  mistake,  and  in 
February,  1904,  a  change  was  made,  and  it  w^as  de- 
cided to  retain   the  fee   of  $to   and   to   require   the 
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member  to  pay,  in  addition,  a  subscription  price  of 
25  cents  for  the  organ  if  he  desired  to  receive  it, 
and  the  League  would  pay  an  additional  25  cents  to 
the  publisher,  from  its  treasury. 

The  situation  today  is  that  we  have  some  250  life 
members  who  must  be  supplied  with  our  official 
organ  from  money  paid  in  as  dues  by  the  members 
on  the  annual  list. 

A  similar  situation  was  encountered  five  years 
ago,  and  a  guarantee  fund  was  subscribed  to  by  a 
number  of  life  members,  and  quite  a  few  of  the 
annual  members.  The  subscriber  agreed  to  pay  one, 
two  or  live  dollars  a  year  for  five  years  in  order  to 
make  up  the  certain  deficiency  the  treasury  would 
have  to  sustain  if  it  depended  upon  its  regular  in- 
come. Several  of  the  members  applied  for  member- 
ship in  the  name  of  relatives  or  friends  and  agreed 
to  keep  the  dues  of  these  new  members  paid  up  for 
five  years. 

Without  this  guarantee  fund  the  League  would 
have  gone  to  the  wall  five  years  ago.  The  five  years 
have  passed  and  we  are  now  face  to  face  with  the 
same  problem  that  met  us  before.  We  do  not  rec- 
ommend that  we  require  the  life  members  to  pay  for 
the  paper  that  they  receive.  We  are  in  honor  bound 
to  supply  it  whether  they  pay  for  it,  or  not,  and  we 
should  certainly  live  up  to  our  agreement,  cheer- 
fully, as  becomes  the  conduct  of  one  comrade  of  the 
wheel  to  another  comrade,  and  not  grudgingly  and 
in  a  grasping  spirit. 

We  recommend  that  a  sfuarantee  fund  be  imme- 
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diately  started  and  that  all  wh'o  are  so  inclined  sub- 
scribe what  they  can  afford.  Without  a  guarantee 
fund  we  shall  have  to  be  content  with  a  paper  of 
less  frequent  issue,  or  none  at  all. 

We  ask  of  the  life  members  that  they  subscribe 
to  the  guarantee  fund  an  amount,  not  less  than  50 
cents,  the  latter  being  what  they  would  pay  if  sub- 
scribing to  the  magazine.  If  they  feel  that  they  can 
make  the  sum  larger  it  will  be  thankfully  received. 
In  asking  the  life  members  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
we  hope  that  no  one  of  them  will  say — "Do  not  send 
me  the  paper.  I  will  reheve  you  of  the  burden  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned."  This  does  not  relieve  us 
of  the  burden;  it  adds  to  it.  Just  here  comes  in  the 
publisher  who  has  had  to  pay  advanced  prices  in 
every  department  of  his  work.  He  must  have  a  fair- 
sized  subscription  list  or  he  could  not  afiford  to  issue 
the  paper  at  all. 

One  other  fact  has  a  bearing  on  the  case  in  hand. 
In  1886  the  League  constituted  a  life  membership: 
the  fee  to  be  $10  and  to  include  a  life  subscription 
to  the  ofBcial  organ.  Fifty  members  took  out  life 
memberships.  After  a  short  time  this  kind  of  mem- 
bership was  found  to  be  of  no  great  advantage  to 
the  League  and  it  was  abolished  in  1888.  There  are 
38  of  these  early  life  members  now  on  our  books. 
We  carried  out  our  contract  and  supplied  these 
members  with  the  organ  so  long  as  it  was  possible 
for  us  to  do  so.  Several  years  ago  was  enacted  the 
U.  S.  Postal  Law  which  forbade  any  member  of  an 
association  to  receive  a  oaper  throusrh  the  mails  un- 
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less  he  should  pay  a  definite  and  reasonable  sub- 
scription fee  for  the  same,  and  on  no  account  should 
he  receive  the  paper  through  the  mails  as  one  of 
the  perquisites  of  membership.  In  order  to  obtain 
an  entry  in  the  Post  Office  of  the  official  organ  the 
Leag-ue  had  to  adjust  its  rules  to  meet  the  situation 
and  make  one  part  of  the  annual  payment  a  sub- 
scription (25  cents)  and  a  second  part  (75  cents)  the 
dues.  For  this  reason  the  reservation  of  $2.50  for 
the  organ  was  made  when  the  n^w  life-memberships 
were  established  in  1901.  It  is  a  question  if  we 
should  have  extended  the  subscription  'for  more 
than  ten  years  at  25  cents  a  year  and  have  complied 
with  the  law  in  so  doing.  The  question  of  supplying 
the  paper  to  the  early  life  members  was  put  to  the 
authorities  at  Washington  and  the  League  received 
an  official  decision  that  we  could  not  send  the  paper 
unless  one  and  all  of  these  life  members  should  sub- 
scribe directly  for  it.  This  decision  was  referred  to 
the  early  life  members  and  we  got  two  subscrip- 
tions. Today  w^e  have  38  of  the  early  life  members, 
all  of  whom  w^ere,  at  the  time  of  joining,  among  our 
most  earnest  and  enthusiastic  workers,  and  now  but 
two  of  them  take  the  organ  and  consequently  know 
nothing  of  our  affairs,  nor  can  we  keep  track  of 
them  to  know  if  they  have  changed  residence,  or  if 
they  still  live. 

If  any  great  number  of  our  new  list  of  life  mem- 
bers should  refuse  to  receive  the  organ  we  should 
be  unable  to  find  a  publisher  who  could  afiford  to 
publish  it  for  us. 
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Moreover  we  believe  that  every  member  should 
take  and  read  the  paper  in  order  to  know  what  is 
being  done  in  the  cycling  world  and  in  League 
affairs.  We  believe  that  we  should  have  an  organ 
and  a  good  one.  It  is  our  life  blood.  It  holds  us 
together  and  binds  more  closely  the  ties  of  friend- 
ship. 

So  far  as  we  are  informed  we  believe  that  our 
present  magazine  and  its  veteran  editor  are  giving 
good  satisfaction.  Our  field  of  w^ork  is  very  unique 
and  largely  sentimental,  and  we  fully  believe  that 
our  present  organ  ably  represents  us  in  the  course 
it  has  pursued.  We  hope  the  League  members,  both 
life  and  annual,  will  manifest  their  faith  and  confi- 
dence in  our  publisher  and  editor  by  giving  him  a 
liberal  support.  We  hope  that  our  recommendation, 
that  a  guarantee  fund  be  started,  will  be  adopted 
and  that  it  will  be. large  enough  to  secure  for  us  a 
monthly  paper  for  the  future,  that  will  be  no  less 
satisfactory  to  us  than  has  been  the  one  that  we 
have  enjoyed  these  many  years. 

We  of  the  committee  are  life  members  and  feel 
that  we  are  qualified  to  speak  to  and  for  our  associ- 
ates on  the  life  list. 

We  have  recommended  that  a  guarantee  fund  be 
started,  and  as  an  earnest  of  our  sincerity  we  have 
each  agreed  to  pay  five  dollars  a  year  for  five  years 
as  a  starter  for  the  fund. 

George  L.  Cooke,  Providence,  R.  L. 
Charles  J.  Obermayer,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Marriott  C.  Morris,  Philadelphia.  Pa.. 

Committee. 
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In  speaking  of  the  report,  Secretary  Bassett  said 
that  since  the  above  report  was  written  a  great 
many  things  had  happened.  ±ne  Scrap  Book  for 
October  had  been  issued  and  the  members  had  been 
reading  it,  and  sending  in  pleasant  messages  and 
offers  of  financial  assistance  which  have  been  very 
gratifying.  At  the  Wheel  About  the  Hub  a  guar- 
antee fund  was  started,  and  14  annual  and  5  life 
members  pledged  themselves  to  pay  a  given  sum 
for  each  one  of  the  next  five  years.  The  sum  real- 
ized, together  with  what  we  may  hope  to  receive 
from  the  renewals  of  former  guarantors,  and  the 
subscriptions  that  we  are  likely  to  get  from  life 
members,  gives  us  reasonable  hope  that  we  can  go 
on  with  the  monthly  magazine  as  before.  I  do  not 
hesitate,  with  the  faith  that  is  in  me,  to  promise  a 
talk  with  the  members  once  a  month. 

I  want  to  read  you  a  letter  from  one,  for  manv 
}ears  President  of  the  Canadian  Wheelmen's  Asso- 
ciation, and  a  long-time  member  of  the  L.  A.  W. 
Mr.  Abbot  Bassett,  Secretary  of  the  L.  A.  W. 

My  dear  Bassett:  Just  got  through  with  reading 
the  last  issue  of  your  Scrap  Book,  and  your  report 
to  the  L.  A.  W.  annual  meeting,  and  I  find  that  you 
are  nearly  in  the  same  condition  as  the  Canadian 
Wheelmen's  Association.  I  think  we  showed  a  bal- 
ance of  $67.50  and  a  membership  of  587,  which  is 
somewhat  smaller  than  the  L.  A.  W..  but  the  rising 
generation  are  not  the  same,  not  only  in  wheeling 
but  in  all  kinds  of  sport.  In  our  day  every  one 
stuck  up  for  clean  sport,  but  today  it  is  very  difTer- 
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ent.     There  are  too  many  novelties  to  take  up  the 
young  man's  time. 

I  am  sorry  to  read  what  you  say  in  re  the  official 
-organ  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  hear  that  the 
old-timers  would  be  cut  off.  ]^Iany  on  the  outside 
would  not  know  that  the  L.  A.  W.  existed  except 
for  the  Scrap  Book.  Enclosed  find  $15,  of  which  $5 
is  to  renew  my  membership  for  five  years,  and  $10 
tow^ards  keeping  the  official  organ  going  ahead. 
'That's  for  my  part,  and  I  trust  that  miany  others  will 
do  likewise.  Only  for  your  devotion  to  the  L.  A.  W. 
I  don't  know  where  it  would  be  today.  Trusting 
you  are  enjoying  the  best  of  health  and  wishing  you 
all  success,  I  am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Louis  Rubenstein,  L.  A.  W.  138, 

Montreal,  Canada,  Oct.  17,  1913. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  and 
its  recommendation  adopted.  Secretary  Bassett 
further  said: — Beginning  v/ith  the  new  volume  of 
the  Scrap  Book,  which  starts  in  March,  I  shall 
change  the  present  name  to  'The  L.  A.  W.  Scrap 
Book."  The  prominence  of  the  name  "Bassett"  has 
alw^ays  disturbed  me  and  I  prefer  the  new  title.  The 
B.  Scrap  Book  was  in  existence  as  an  independent 
magazine  before  it  was  a  League  paper,  which 
accounts  for  the  designation. 

One  other  change  you  must  help  me  to.  I  never 
liked  the  term,  "official  organ".  I  want  to  change 
to  the  "official  bulletin".  I  think  it  more  dignified 
and  free  from  questionable  associations. 
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By  vote  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were 
amended  to  substitute  the  word  "Bulletin"  for  the 
word  "Organ,''  wherever  it  may  occur  in  either 
code. 

The  substitution  of  "L.  A.  W.''  for  "Bassett"  in 
the  title  was  by  vote  approved. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  sine  die. 

Abbot  Bassett,  Secretar}^ 


William  E.  Oilman  died  suddenly  Oct.  13,  1913, 
aged  y^  years.  He  was  in  an  electric  car  betw^een 
Worcester  and  Springfield  and  collapsed  in  his  seat. 
The  Aledical  Examiner  pronounced  the  cause  of 
death  to  be  heart  failure  and  kidney  trouble.  Mr. 
Gilman  \vas  long  a  resident  of  Chelsea,  where  he 
was  an  active  worker  in  city  affairs  and  club  life. 
He  was  interested  in  the  velocipede  v/hen  it  was 
the  excitement  of  the  day  and  built  several  machines 
as  well  as  rode  in-doors  and  out-doors.  In  1872  the 
firm  of  Gilman  &  Bassett  started  a  weekly  news- 
paper in  Chelsea,  and  it  flourished  for  many  years. 

He  w'as  one  of  the  earliest  bicycle  riders  and  in 
June.  1879,  promoted  and  conducted  the  finest  ex- 
tended bicycle  tour  in  America.  The  tourists,  five 
m  number,  toured  to  and  through  the  White  Moun- 
tains and  return,  a  three  weeks*  tour. 

July  I,  1881,  Mr.  Gilman  succeeded  Louis  Har- 
rison as  editor  of  the  Bicycling  World,  of  Boston, 
and  it  was  in  August  of  that  year  that  Abbot  Bas- 
sett joined  the  editor  as  business  manag-er  of  the 
paper. 
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Later  and  for  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Gilman  con- 
ducted "The  Free  Lance,"  a  Chelsea  paper.  .^ 

Mr.  Gilman  was  a  man  of  sterlmg  worth,  and  in 
many  w;ays  was  remarkably  talented.  His  literary 
efforts,  especially  with  verse,  were  of  a  high  order 
of  merit.  He  was  also  an  artist  of  ability.  His  spe- 
cialty was  miniature  painting  on  ivory  and  he  pro- 
duced many  very  fine  portraits  for  his  patrons,  who 
came  from  the  upper  classes  of  Boston.  He  was 
prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  and  spent  the  last 
year  of  his  Hfe  at  the  Masonic  Home  in  Charlton, 
Mass.  His  nearest  and,  we  believe,  his  only  rela- 
tives are  two  nephews  who  live  in  Colorado.  He 
was  buried  from  the  Masonic  Temple,  Chelsea,  on 
Oct.  17th. 

November  has  only  thirty  days,  so  that  it  brings 
Christmas  one  day  nearer  than  if  it  had  thirty-one. 
This  is,  of  course,  an  obvious  fact,  but  we  need  con- 
stantly to  be  reminded  of  the  obvious,  especially  in 
relation  to  our  Christmas  duties. 


It  was  in  the  early  '8o's,  only  a  little  matter  of  30 
years  ago,  that  the  bicycle  came  and  was  seen  and 
conquered.  First  the  high  wheels,  the  riding  of 
which  was  no  mean  acrobatic  performance,  and  then 
the  safeties  that  filled  the  city  streets  and  the  coun- 
try highways  and  byways  a  decade  later.  How  they 
transform.e'd  existence!  The  horse  was  doomed. 
And  what  a  boon  they  gave  to  life  in  the  open !  The 
bicyclist  could  get  over  the  road  so  much  faster  and 
easier  than  afoot,  and  vet  not  too  fast  to  enjoy  the 
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wayside  beauty.  Now  there  Is  a  cloud  of  dust,  a 
smell  of  g-asoline — and  the  tourist  boasts  later  of 
the  day's  mileage.  The  change  is  symbolic  of  the 
''progress"  of  civilization. — Boston  Herald. 


The  Boston  Monday  Club  on  Oct.  20  welcomed 
home  Charley  Reed.  He  has  been  hobnobbing  with 
the  Pickwick  Bicycle  Club,  of  England,  and  they 
have  made  him  a  member.  He  had  a  lot  of  stories 
to  tell  for  the  most  part  of  a  convivial  nature  and 
we  made  the  rafters  of  Venice  ring  with  laughter. 


At  Manchester,  Eng.,  a  new  feature  in  bicycle 
competition  was  introduced.  It  was  called  the 
"catch  as  catch  can"  race.  Twelve  selected  riders 
were  placed  around  the  track,  at  equal  distances 
apart,  and  started  simultaneously.  Any  rider  who 
was  overtaken  had  to  retire,  and  this  process  of 
elimination  went  on  until  the  prize-winners  were 
found  in  the  two  survivors.  A  special  prize  was 
awarded  to  the  rider  who  overtook  most  men. 


Thanksgiving  is  a  day  when  nobody  reads  the 
papers.  Especially  the  editorials.  Some  folks  never 
read  editorials.     That  is  whv  thev  are  so  thankful. 


Three  years  ago  His  Majesty  the  King  became 
our-  patron.  Last  month  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Intimated  that  he  "would  be  pleased  to  be- 
come a  member  of  the  Club."  Our  readers  are  fully 
aware   of  the   Interest   the   Roval   Famllv   takes   in 
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sport,  an  interest  which  frequently  extends  to  active 
support  and  participation  therein;  but  to  members 
of  the  C.T.C.  this  announcement  will  be  doubly  wel- 
come, affording  as  it  does  yet  another  instance  of 
readiness  to  assist  in  the  promotion  of  the  national 
pastim.e  which  specially  appeals  to  them. — C.  T.  C. 
Gazette. 

We  congratulate  our  esteemed  brother  society 
of  the  wheel.  It  is  an  honor  to  be  proud  of.  We, 
on  this  side  of  the  water  are  not  so  fortunate.  In 
1892  at  Columbus,  O.,  we  accepted  an  application 
tor  membership,  in  person,  from  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Mc- 
Kinley.  His  name  remained  on  the  books  a  few 
years.  He  was  afterwards  President  of  the  U.  S. 
Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt  was  a  member  of  the  L. 
A.  W.  for  two  years  before  he  was  President.  Hon. 
Grover  Cleveland  rode  a  tricycle  but  we  could  not 
persuade  him.  It  is  a  case  over  here — if  you  join 
one  there  will  be  a  million  on  your  track.  We 
have  to  be  content  with  applauding  them  for  riding 
the  wheel. 


We  have  been  asked  why  we  do  not  run  the  S.  B. 
on  the  lines  of  the  other  wheel  papers.  Perhaps  it 
is  because  we  are  short-sighted.  We  aim  to  make 
the  S.  B.  interesting  to  our  readers,  and  we  en- 
deavor to  make  it  readable.  Tw^o  subjects  occupy 
almost  the  entire  space  of  the  wheel  press — racing 
and  the  mechanism  of  the  wheel.  Both  are  lures 
for  advertising.  We  cannot  believe  this  open  and 
disguised  pufifing  of  goods  that  carry  advertising  is 
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stuff  that  men  want  to  read.  It  is  paystutf  beyond 
a  doubt,  but  does  it  find  readers?  We  can  hear 
some  one  say — "You  darn  fool,  don't  you  see  it  is 
what  pays?"  Well,  yes!  We  can  see  it,  and  if  we 
were  younger  we  might  take  off  our  coat  and  go 
along  with  the  regular  push.  But  then,  we  have 
given  up  all  idea  of  dying  rich,  and  we  are  content 
to  be  listened  to. 


The  magazine  season  is  now  open.  We  are  issu- 
ing a  very  complete  catalogue  of  magazines,  news- 
papers, etc.  To  be  had  for  the  asking.  If  you  sub- 
scribe to  magazines  we  can  supply  you  at  the  low- 
est club  rates.     Give  us  a  trial. 


The  Oklahoma  editor  who  was  shot  to  death 
because  he  would  not  eat  a  copy  of  his  own  paper 
may  have  felt  like  the  Alontana  man  when  the  lynch- 
ing party  tied  one  end  of  the  rope  around  his  neck 
and  the  other  around  the  rail  of  a  high  bridge. 
''Make  that  knot  tight,  boys,"  he  pleaded,  ''because 
I  can't  swim." 


APPRECIATIOX  FROM  THE  WEST. 

Your  esteemed  little  monthly  pamphlet  has  long 
since  become  a  treasure  to  me  as  the  honored  suc- 
cessor to  the  former  and  more  voluminous  oiificial 
organ  of  that  grand  old  organization.  The  League 
of  American  Wheelmen,  in  the  good  old  days,  when 
the  League  with  its  many  thousand  members  stood 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  orreat  figfht  to  ascertain. 
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defend  and  protect  the  rights  of  wheelmen;  to  secure 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  pubhc  roads  and 
highways  and  many  other  minor  questions. 

It  cannot  be  disputed  that  these  two  objects  alone 
have  been  the  prime  movers  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  one,  and  the  real  commencement  of  the  other, 
which  though  yet  comparatively  in  its  infancy,  has 
formed  a  firm  foothold  of  national  prominence  that 
will  continue  to  grow  of  its  own  resourcefulness  un- 
til our  entire  nation  becomes  a  network  of  avenues 
connecting  all  parts  with  each  other,  which  will  be 
one  of  the  greatest  and  most  beneficial  works  our 
country  has  ever  achieved. 

As  the  art  of  wheeling  has  long  since  become  a 
matter  of  business  to  the  world  at  large,  and  the  old 
organization  can  never  regain  its  former  prestige 
of  the  nineties  it  is  apparent  that  with  the  decline  of 
ihe  present  generation  must  go  practically  all  of  its 
history,  which  our  old  timers  who  have  been  so 
active  in  its  organization  and  its  rise  and  fall,  can 
look  back  to  and  appreciate  as  a  lasting  memento 
of  the  many  great  occasions  it  continually  brings 
back  to  them  as  time  goes  on.  For  this  reason 
alone  it  should  be  maintained  by  us  as  a  social  'body 
at  least,  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  our  early  days. 
The  Scrap  Book,  which  is  one  of  the  most  important 
adjuncts  to  keep  the  organization  alive,  has  arrived 
at  a  place  where  every  one  of  us  able  to  do  so  should 
contribute  his  mite  to  its  keeping  alive  these  bright 
times  and  heroes  of  the  past  with  its  annual  reunions 
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and  reminiscences  so  dear  to  those  who  took  part  in 
them. 

While  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  Founder,  yet  I  am 
one  of  the  Pioneers  that  took  to  the  "ordinary"  and 
joined  the  L.  A.  W.  in  1888  when  the  sport  was 
practically  unknown  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and 
enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  cyclist  in 
the  country  adjacent,  and  with  the  current  issue  of 
the  Bulletin  shall  have  passed  my  quarter-century 
among  its  ranks.  During  this  time  I  have  been  a 
most  ardent  worker  here  and  was  very  active  in 
our  old  local  club  when  we  used  to  make  numerous 
club  runs  about  the  country,  occasionally  inter- 
woven with  a  "century."  and  devoted  most  of  mv 
spare  time  in  1899  to  the  compilation  of  a  complete 
road  book  and  miap  of  Brown  County,  which  re- 
quired over  5,000  m.iles  of  riding.  Since  the  decline 
of  the  sport  I  have  continually  kept  it  up,  quietly 
roaming  with  m.y  w^heel  as  my  ever-faithful  com- 
panion, over  the  many  hills  and  dales  that  were  our 
stamping  ground,  and  hope  I  may  continue  to  do 
so  for  years  to  come,  my  only  remaining  uncon- 
quered  desire  being  to  some  day  attend  our  Na- 
tional Assembly  at  Boston,  grip  the  hands  of  our 
numerous  brothers  I  have  known  so  long  by  name 
and  reputation,  and  enjoy  sharing  with  them  in  their 
"Wheel  about  the  Hitb". 

W.  H.  Field. 

Green  Bay,  Wis. 
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CHRISTMAS  IS  A-COMING 

A  Christmas  tree  should  look  spruce. 


The  hoodoo  year  is  going  out  and  yet  the  hoodoc 
did  not  exist  save  in  our  mind. 


The  small  boy  now  may  never  care  if  Christmas 
fields  are  white  or  bare;  for  if  there's  snow  he  rides 
his  sled;  if  not  he  rides  his  wheel  instead. 


1914  will  bring  several  changes  in  the  Scrap  Book, 
and  all,  we  think,  will  be  for  the  better. 


King  Dollar  is  not  so  much  in  it  at  this  season  as 
St.  Nickel  is. 


Worry  is  sand  in  the  bearings  of  life. 


Marriage  is  a  success  when  the  woman  provides 
adequately  for  the  inner  man;  and  the  man  provides 
adequately  for  the  outer  woman. — Cyrus  Brady. 
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A  magazine  is  one  of  the  best  of  Christmas  pres- 
ents. It  is  a  reminder  of  the  giver  in  every  month 
of  the  year.  Our  magazine  catalogue  quotes  the 
lowest  club  prices.     You  can  have  it  for  the  asking. 


The  bicycle  has  brought  back  to  modern  youths 
the  days  when  "to  be  young  is  very  heaven."  It  has 
become  to  the  youth  of  our  cities  what  the  horse  was 
to  the  young  Indian  on  the  prairies,  and  the  chariot 
to  the  youth  oi  ancient  Rome.  ...  Unlike  the 
motor,  the  propelled  bicycle  makes  a  companion  of 
its  rider,  and  lends  its  back  to  the  poor  as  well  as  to 
the  rich. — From  "The  Call  of  the  Siren,"  by  Harold 
Spender. 


Mr.  George  L.  Cooke,  just  out  of  the  hospital, 
after  an  operation,  writes  a  pleasant  note.  "My 
doctor  says  that  my  use  of  the  wheel  this  year,  up 
to  within  three  weeks  of  the  operation,  put  and  left 
my  abdominal  muscles  in  fine  condition  to  adapt 
them  to  the  new  purposes  required  of  them,  and  that 
they  were  firm,  strong  and  solid."  One  more  testi- 
monv  to  the  benefits  of  our  old  friend. 


That  new  dictionary  that  comes  out  as  the  last 
word  from  Noah  Webster,  is  quite  the  thing  to  have 
in  one's  library.  It  is  new  in  many  ways : — new 
words,  new  arrangement,  new  departments.  It  is 
quite  decidedly  the  best  ever. 


All  the  world  celebrates  Christmas  on  Dec.  25, 
although  the  date  has  been  altered  several  times,  as 
the  earliest  Christmas  festivals  were  celebrated  Jan. 
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I  and  6,  and  later,  in  some  instances,  on  March  29, 
at  the  time  of  the  Jewish  Passover,  and  on  Sept.  29, 
at  the  feast  of  the  Tabernacle.  In  those  days  Dec. 
24  was  observed  as  Adam  and  Eve's  Day,  and  at  one 
time,  prior  to  the  reign  of  Constantine,  New  Year's 
Day  was  observed  as  the  day  of  the  nativity.  Julius 
I.,  who  was  the  bishop  of  Rome  during  the  years 
337-352  A.  D..  appears  to  have  fixed  the  permanent 
date.  He  made  a  thorough  investigation  into  all  the 
traditions  concerning  Christ's  birth  and  finally  de- 
cided that  Dec.  25  was  the  correct  date. 

President  Quincy  Kilby  has  been  spending  some 
time  on  the  operating  table  at  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  in  Boston.  He  left  behind  him  a  fibro 
Hpoma  tumor,  a  rare  and  curious  variety  giving  the 
owner  distinction  and  setting  him  apart  from  other 
men.  The  operation  took  place  on  Monday,  Nov. 
17  and  on  Friday  the  21st  he  was  pronounced 
healed  and  sent  home.  He  writes:  "I  impute  my 
rapid  recovery  to  good  physical  condition  induced 
by  many  years'  use  of  the  bicycle."  The  hospital 
had  no  bed  long  enough  to  fit  the  patient  and  a  long 
one  had  to  be  improvised  from  material  at  hand. 


Capt.  Kendall  of  the  Boston  Bicycle  Club  corrects 
an  error  in  our  account  of  the  Wheel  About  the 
Hub.  We  stated  that  young  Kendall  who  rode  the 
ordinary  bicycle  over  the  route  was  the  only  one 
to  do  so  since  the  original  run  of  1879.  Capt.  Kend- 
all  tells   us   that  Edward  F.   Tolman   of  Worcester 
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rode  an  ordinary  bicycle  over  the  route  "some  dozen 
years  ago/'  and  several  years  after  the  high  wheel 
had  gone  out.  Can  any  one  give  us  the  date?  We 
ilike  to  put  all  such  things  on  record. 


I  am  ever  heere  and  there  picking  and  cuUing, 
from  this  and  from  that  booke,  the  sentences  that 
please  me,  not  to  keepe  them  (for  I  have  no  store- 
house to  reserv^e  them  in),  but  to  transport  them 
into  this:  where,  to  say  truth,  they  are  no  more  mine 
than  in  their  first  place:  we  are  (in  mine  opinion) 
never  wise,  but  by  present  learning,  not  by  that 
■\vhich  is  past,  and  as  little  by  that  which  is  to  come. 
— Philip  Hale. 


A  good  present  for  a  boy  at  college  to  give  to  his 
father  on  Christmas  Day  is  a  tailor's  bill  receipted 
in  full.  This  has  the  double  value  of  being  extremely 
unusual  and  an  undoubted  surprise  to  the  recipient, 
<:ausing  much  merriment  and  joy  in  the  household. 

For  a  cook  of  literary  incHnations  who  has  a  bad 
liabit  of  neglecting  the  steak  on  the  range  for  the 
joys  of  poetry,  an  appropriate  and  probably  sugges- 
tive gift  would  be  a  pocket  volume  of  Burns  or 
Browning,  or  a  portrait  of  Joan  of  Arc  burning  at 
the  stake. 

An  excellent  gift  for  a  neighbor  who  borrows 
■eggs  and  milk  at  least  three  times  a  week  without 
•ever  thinking  of  returning  them  would  be  an  egg- 
b)eater  or  a  cream-separator.  This  should  be  la- 
l)eled,  "Many  Happy  Returns." 

For  a  rich  uncle  an  inexpensive  yet  very  sngges- 
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tive  present  would  be  a  handsomely  engraved  blanl: 
-check  with  the  name  of  his  bank  engrossed  upon  it, 
the  whole  inclose  din  a  border  of  holly-berries  and 
mistletoe,  with  the  illuminated  motto  spread  diag- 
onally across  the  face,  "When  This  You  See  Re- 
member Me." 

For  an  old-time  wheelman  who  now  drives  an 
-auto,  a  bicycle  would  be  a  good  present  if  sent  with 
this  quotation  from  Plutarch — "Ease  and  speed  in 
•doing  a  thing  do  not  give  the  work  lasting  solidity 
or  exactness  of  beauty." 

For  a  still-riding  wheelman  a  good  present  would 
Idc  a  wheel  inscribed — "Old  times,  old  friends,  and 
best  of  all  the  good  old  mount." 


We  like  to  take  a  look  backward  once  in  a  while ; 
to  turn  the  leaves  of  our  volume  of  history  and 
note  what  we  were  interested  in  during  certain 
periods  of  the  long  ago. 

Ten  years  ago,  Chas.  J.  Obermayer  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  wias  our  President  and  we  had  5,830  mem- 
bers. The  New  York  Tribune  was  our  official 
organ  but  it  was  not  giving  satisfaction.  The  boys 
didn't  want  a  daily  paper  once  a  week.  A  change 
Avas  made  the  next  year  and  the  Scrap  Book  began 
turning  the  handle  of  the  organ.  This  was  the  first 
year  during  the  League's  existence  that  we  had  no 
League  Meet.  The  last  meet  of  all  was  at  Atlantic 
City  in  1902.  In  1903  what  was  called  League  Day 
was  established  and  members  were  asked  to  get  up 
celebrations  in  their  home  towns.     Boston  had   a 
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celebration  at  the  Reservoir  and  a  banquet  in  the 
evening.  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  Bridgeport  and 
several  other  places  recognized  the  day  in  becoming 
style. 

In  1893 — twenty  years  ago,  there  were  exciting 
times.  Chas.  L.  Burdett  was  the  President  and  we 
had  36,076  members.  The  League  Meet  was  held 
at  Chicago  while  the  World's  Fair  was  open.  The 
National  Assembly  was  held  at  Philadelphia  and  it 
may  be  set  down  as  one  of  the  most  strenuous  that 
we  have  known.  The  Southern  members  endeav- 
ored to  draw  the  color  line  and  exclude  the  negro. 
There  was  a  warm  contest  and  the  nego  stayed 
with  us.  He  had  to  leave  the  next  year.  We  were 
running  the  magazine  Good  Roads  at  that  time  and 
many  thought  it  was  too  expensive  an  undertaking, 
and  they  wanted  to  know  a  good  many  things  that 
they  couldn't  find  out.  The  President  stated  that 
he  had  received  an  offer  of  $25,000  for  the  maga- 
zine, and  the  members  insisted  that  we  sell  out. 
There  was  a  strong  effort  to  get  light  but  they  got 
nothing  but  a  lot  of  heat.  Then  it  was  that  an  in- 
vestigation was  ordered  and  a  special  meeting  was 
called  at  Buffalo  to  smash  things.  It  was  held  July 
21,  but  it  was  a  flash  in  the  pan.  Everybody  accused 
was  found  to  be  honest  and  true  and  instead  of  im- 
peachment there  were  votes  of  confidence. 

In  1883 — thirty  years  ago,  there  was  another 
great  big  row.  The  number  three  seems  to  carry  a 
lot  of  trouble  for  us  in  its  wake.  There  was  a  fight 
on  this  year  against  the  ofKcial  organ.     The  Bicy- 
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cling  World  was  made  the  official  organ  at  Newport 
and  up  to  May  of  1883  it  continued  to  be  such.  It 
opened  its  columns  without  cost  and  published  all 
official  news  and  notices,  but  it  went  to  those  only 
who  were  subscribers  at  $2  per  annum.  New  York 
wanted  the  organ  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Officers  in  New  York  City  in  May,  1883,  the  organ- 
ship  was  given  to  the  New  York  Wheel  and  N. 
Malon  Beckwith  of  New  York  was  elected  Presi- 
dent. An  unbusinesslike  contract  was  made  with 
the  Wheel  for  it  was  provided  that  the  League  pay 
50  cents  per  member  for  the  organ  regardless  of 
his  time  of  joining.  And  many  half  dollars  went  to 
pay  for  a  two  or  three  weeks*  membership.  At  that 
time  all  memberships  expired  on  the  same  date. 
The  League  treasury  could  not  stand  the  strain  and 
a  collection  was  taken  up.  In  1884  a  new  organ 
played  for  us. 

Let  us  hope  that  we  shall  get  through  this  hoodoo 
year  with  a  three  terminal  and  suffer  no  great 
calamity.  1 


Albert  Linder  Pope,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Col. 
Albert  A.  Pope,  and  his  father's  successor  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Co.,  which  recently 
went  into  the  hands  of  receivers,  has  resigned,  to 
take  effect  immediately. 

Mr.  Pope  says  that,  while  he  severs  his  connection 
with  the  company  with  which  he  had  been  so  long 
identified,  he  sincerely  trusts  and  hopes  that  the 
company  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  manufacture 
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and  sell  automobiles,  motorcycles  and  bicycles  as  in 
the  past.  As  for  himself,  he  proposes  to  take  a 
much  needed  rest  and  at  the  present  moment  is  con- 
templating an  extended  trip  abroad  purely  for  rest 
and  pleasure.  Mr.  Pope  states  that  upon  his  return 
he  will  engage  in  some  business,  the  nature  of  which 
he  has  not  fully  determined  upon,  but  that  he  will 
undoubtedly  be  actively  engaged. 


Beginning  with  the  new  year  of  1914  we  hope  to 
make  the  Scrap  Book  a  Bigger,  Better  and  Busier 
Bicycling  Boomer.  But  we  cannot  do  this  all  alone. 
Things  interesting  to  wheelmen  are  happening  all 
the  time  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  If  we  could 
persuade  members  to  send  us  a  budget  of  gossip, 
news  or  prediction  occasionally  then  we  might 
achieve  the  many  B's.  It  is  the  personal  touch  that 
wins  attention  and  interest,  and  we  want  every 
member  to  feel  that  it  is  a  part  of  his  duty  to  help 
make  the  Scrap  Book  the  very  good  thing  that  it 
ought  to  be. 


Several  correspondents  have  asked  us  when  we 
shall  renumber  the  members?  During  1914.  The 
new  numbers  to  be  issued  upon  renewal  of  the 
member  in  191 5.  It  may  be  that  some  of  us  will 
not  v/elcome  the  very  low  number  that  we  shall 
receive.  When  we  were  up  in  five  figures  a  three- 
figure  number  was  a  thing  to  be  proud  of,  and  why 
not  now?  It  means  constancy  more  than  ever  witii 
each  recurring  year. 
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Our  good  friend  David  I.  Post  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  writes:- — "I  have  just  finished  reading  an 
account  of  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  L.  A.  W. 
National  Assembly  in  your  Scrap  Book  and  note  the 
necessity  of  a  fund  to  insure  the  continuance  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  or  at  least  of  its  bulletin,  and,  as  an  old 
member,  I  desire  to  do  my  share.  You  will,  there- 
fore, find  enclosed  herewith  my  check  for  $10.00, 
which  please  accept  with  my  assurance  that  I  will 
be  glad  to  contribute  annually  so  long  as  I  last,  if 
you  will,  each  year,  bring  the  matter  to  my  atten- 
tion. Should  you  fall  short  of  securing  the  neces- 
sary fund  I  will  be  glad  to  contribute  further. 
Neither  th  L.  A.  W.  nor  its  bulletin  should  be  per- 
mitted to  die;  and  were  it  not  for  the  immutable 
laws  of  nature  I  would  have  included  the  Secretary 
as  well." 


Mr.  Edward  T.  Longstreth,  of  Phila.,  writes: — 
''Your  November  issue  of  the  Scrap  Book  came  duly 
to  hand  and  as  usual  was  read  from  cover  to  cover 
with  the  same  old  enjoyment  as  ever,  and  in  fact  I 
feel  that  I  get  more  today  from  the  Scrap  Book  than 
ever  in  the  past,  for,  as  we  grow  older  we  like  to 
look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  years  gone  by  and 
wonder  what  the  years  to  come  will  have  in  store 
for  us.  I  see  by  my  membership  card  that  I  joined 
Sept.  nth,  1891,  and  my  life  membership  number 
is  147.  I  began  riding  in  the  days  of  the  High 
Wheel;  my  first  machine  was  an  Ideal,  then  the 
Victor  Safety  cushion  tire,  then  a  Victor  pneumatic 
tire,   then  a  Keating  and   in    TQ07  I  purchased  my 
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last  wheel,  a  Keating,  which  I  still  have  and  ride 
occasionally,  although  a  few  years  ago  I  had  it 
changed  by  fitting  it  up  with  a  coaster  brake.  My 
oldest  son  now  rides  the  wheel  and  it  looks  good 
for  several  generations.  Time  changes  all  things 
and  like  many  others  I  now^  drive  a  motor  car,  but 
the  days  of  cycling  hold  many  pleasant  memories 
and  the  longing  comes  to  me  at  times  to  once  more 
follov/  the  cycling  paths  as  of  yore.  In  regard  to 
the  Scrap  Book,  I  feel  as  no  doubt  many  others  do 
that  the  Scrap  Book  is  the  link  that  binds  many  of 
us  together  who  are  now  so  widely  separated,  and 
to  help  perpetuate  the  good  work  you  are  doing,  I 
enclose  herewith  my  check  for  fifteen  dollars,  based 
on  the  time  from  w^hen  I  joined  and  up  to  19B1  in- 
clusive at  the  rate  of  50  cents  per  year  and  with 
best  wishes  to  you  for  Life.  Health  and  Prosperity." 


One  finds  evidences  of  the  former  reign  of  the 
bicycle  in  the  United  States  in  unexpected  quarters 
of  the  world.  Down  in  Nicaragua  there  is  a  little 
port  called  Corinto.  It  is  famous  for  the  very  w^orst 
hotel.  Then  there  is  another  smaller  hotel,  called 
the  Boston  house,  and  above  its  portals  still  hangs 
the  familiar  sign  of  two  decades  ago — the  bicycle 
wheel  W'ith  its  pair  of  wnngs  and  the  L.  A.  W.  in- 
scriptions, shownng  that  the  house  was  the  head- 
quarters for  traveling  members  of  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen. 


"As   you   swing  along  over  hill   and   dale,  under 
the  blue  canopy  of  heaven,  what  is  to  prevent  your 
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getting  into  a  field  of  onions  or  turnips  or  lettuce 
or  wheat  and  having  a  real  good  tuck  in?  I  wish  I 
had  a  hundred  pound  note  for  every  time  I  did  the 
like.  At  one  time  I  had  a  great  'fancy  for  raw  cab- 
bage, but  I  admit  that  that  is  an  acquired  taste. 
Then  a  pot  of  beer  and  a  chunk  of  cheese  in  the 
village  ale-house  and  a  soothing  pipe  to  help  you 
in  half  an  hour's  meditation  subsequently.  Often, 
of  course,  the  tourist  has  the  chance  of  helping  him- 
self to  apples,  plums,  gooseberries,  or  other  fruit; 
and  if  he  must  have  luxuries  he  can  bathe  his  head 
and  face  in  the  nearest  stream.  In  touring  abroad 
■ — France,  Switzerland,  Italy — ^one  can  simply  gorge 
on  fruits,  from  grapes  downwards.  At  home  a  cup 
of  tea  costs  little  or  nothing;  abroad  a  bottle  of  tol- 
erable wine  costs  little  more  than  a  box  of  matches. 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  some  of  the  people  who  talk 
nonsense  about  touring  costing  five  or  six  shillings 
a  day — and  I  have  seen  it  set  down  as  ten — went  in 
for  a  few  holidays,  on  the  fines  I  have  faintly  adum- 
brated they  would  be  far  better  in  mind  and  body — 
and  in  pocket." — ''Scorcher."  in  Irish   Cyclist. 


This  is  the  season  when  Philip  Stubbes's  "Anat- 
omic of  Abuses"  should  be  used  as  a  textbook  in 
English  Hterature  at  our  universities  and  high 
schools.  Stubbes  had  som.ething  to  say  about  foot- 
ball: "A  bloodie  and  murthering  practice;  for  doth 
not  every  one  lye  in  waite  for  his  adversaurie,  seek- 
ing to  overthrowe  him  and  to  picke  him  on  his  nose, 
though  it  be  upon  hard  stones?     In  ditch  or  dale,  in 
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valley  or  hill,  or  what  place  souever  it  be,  he  careth 
not,  so  he  have  him  down.  .  ,  .  And  hereof  grow- 
eth  euie,  malice,  rancour,  choler.  hatred,  displeasure, 
emitie  and  what  not  els ;  and  sometimes  brawling, 
contention,  quarrel-picking,  murther,  homicide,  and 
great  effusion  of  blood  as  experience  teacheth." 


If  wheelmen  can  wheel  about  the  Hub,  why  not 
about  Manhattan,  QuakertoWn,  Porkopolis,  or 
Windy  City?  Wheelmen  should  not  let  Boston  do 
it  all.    There's  a  lot  of  fun  about  it. 


'The  famous  American  dainty,  clam  chowder,  is 
a  very  much  mixed  dish,  containing  mussels,  clams, 
salt  pork  fried  with  onions,  layers  of  mashed  pota- 
toes, slices  of  turbots  and  meats."  The  London 
Standard  must  have  had  the  recipe  from  west  of 
Chicago. 


NATIONAL   ASSEMBLY   DELEGATES.— 1914 
Lender  the  Constitution,  L.  A.  W.,  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion in  the  National  Assembly  must  be  made  from  the  mem- 
bership Dec.  1,  in  each  year. 

The  membership  Dec.  1,  1913,  gives  to  the  States  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  as  belov^  set  forth  :  \^ 

New  York,  10;  Mass.,  9;  Penn.,  8;  N.  J.,  3. 

Two  each  from  R.  L,  111.,  Conn.,  and  Ohio. 

One  each  from  Calif.,  N.  H.,  Mo..  Md.,  Mich.,  D.  C,  Ky., 
Wis.,  Iowa,  Me.,  Ind.,  Colo.     Total,  61. 

Article  V  of  the  Constitution  provides  for  the  nomination 
of  candidates. 

Sec.  2.  Nominations  for  the  office  of  representative  may 
be  made  by  not  less  than  five  members,  who  shall  file  the 
same  with  the  Secretary-Treasurer  during  the  month  of 
January. 

The  election  takes  place  in  March. 

ABBOT  BASSETT,  Sec-Treas. 
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VITAI  LAMPADA. 

There's  a  breathless  hush  in  the  Close  tonight — 

Ten  to  make,  and  the  match  to  win — 
A  bumping  pitch  and  a  blinding  light, 

An  hour  to  play  and  the  last  man  in. 
And  it's  not  for  the  sake  of  a  ribboned  coat, 

Or  the  selfish  hope  of  a  season's  fame, 
But  his  captain's  hand  on  his  shoulder  smote, 

"Play  up!  play  up!  and  play  the  game!" 

The  sand  of  the  desert  is  sodden  red — 

Red  with  the  wreck  of  a  square  that  broke — 
The  gatling's  jammed  and  the  colonel  dead 

And  the  regiment  blind  with  dust  and  smoke. 
The  river  of  death  has  brimmed  his  banks, 

And  England's  far,  and  honor  a  name, 
But  the  voice  of  a  schoolboy  rallies  the  ranks, 

"Play  up!  play  up!  and  play  the  game!" 

This  is  the  word  that  year  by  year, 

While  in  her  place  the  school  is  set. 
Every  one  of  her  sons  must  hear. 

And  none  that  hears  it  dares  forget. 
This  they  all  with  a  joyful  mind 

Bear  through  life  like  a  torch  in  flame. 
And  falling,  fling  to  the  host  behind — 

"Play  up!  play  up!  and  play  the  game!" 

— Henry  Newboldt. 


This  month  brings  our  thirtieth  birthday.  Three 
decades  have  passed  since  the  wheelmen  went  to 
Newport  and  organized  the  L.  A.  W.  What  a  lot 
of  things  have  happened.  Happy  reunions,  good- 
natured  conflict,  tours,  race  meets,  elections,  ama- 
teur discussions  and  a  long  line  of  joyful  and  inter- 
esting occurrences.  We  have  made  a  good  record 
and  there  is  no  blot  on  our  escutcheon.  There 
always  has  been  and  is  now  a  lot  of  warm  blood  in 
our  veins. 
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S.  V.  Lowell,  of  Brooklyn,  writes: — 

''I  present  with  my  yearly  dues  my  congratula- 
tions for  the  League  and  yourself  upon  the  continu- 
ance of  your  faithful  service  so  long  maintained. 

''I  find  more  than  one  good  reason  for  continuing 
my  membership  in  the  League.  To  begin  with, 
there  is  the  pleasure  of  doing  so.  Then  there  is 
gratitude  for  the  great  work  which  the  League  has 
done  not  only  for  its  members,  but  the  whole  com- 
munity in  improving  transportation,  inspiring  feel- 
ings of  good  fellowship  and  helpfulness,  and  in  other 
directions  which  might  well  be  related,  but  which  I 
cannot  now  dilate  upon.  I  find  still  another  reason 
which  alone  makes  membership  in  the  League  a 
great  convenience  and  a  desirable  thing.  It  is  this: 
that  wherever  one  goes,  at  home  or  abroad,  the 
ticket  of  membership  in  the  League  is  a  complete 
and  satisfactory  identification  of  the  personality  of 
the  holder,  when  it  corresponds  with  the  memoranda 
relating  to  himself  as  to  any  business.  I  have  found 
this  a  very  great  convenience. 

''With  my  best  wishes  for  the  League,  for  its 
President  and  Secretary,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  as 
every  wheelman  should,  buoyantly  yours,  etc." 


Richard  Pinksohn,  of  Boston,  writes: — 

'T  really  take  pleasure  in  remitting  my  yearly 
greenback  which  continues  my  affiliation  with  the 
organization  which  I  am  proud  to  be  numbered 
among  as  a  veteran. 

'T  am  just  as  fond  of  my  silent  steed  today  as  T 
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was  in  April  of  1885  when  I  first  essayed  to  balance 
the  65-pound  high  wheeler  which  Mr.  Underwood 
sold  me  and  attempted  to  trundle  over  a  hydrant  on 
Walnut  St,  East  Dedham  and  was  carried  home  un- 
conscious for  my  temerity  in  guessing  at  the  laws  of 
gravity. 

"I  desire  to  challenge  any  one  to  duplicate  my 
experience  of  April  19th;  certainly  Paul  Revere 
would  be  envious  if  he  lived  in  these  strenuous  times: 

"I  seeded  my  lawn  early  in  the  morning,  attended 
the  ball  game,  followed  the  Marathoners  for  ten 
miles  on  my  wheel,  took  a  dip  at  L  St.,  and  forty 
minutes  later  was  skating  on  the  ice  in  the  Arena. 

*'I  failed  to  row  a  boat  and  go  a  fishing. 

"Trusting  you  will  be  spared  a  great  many  years 
more  to  receive  my  yearly  contribution,  etc." 


Thomas  Buckland  Jefifery,  head  of  the  firm  of 
T.  B.  Jeffery  &  Co.,  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  died  suddenly 
at  Pompei,  Italy,  Saturday,  April  2.  In  old  bicycle 
days  he  was  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Gormully 
&  Jeffery  at  Chicago.  His  death  came  as  a  shock 
to  his  friends,  since  he  left  America  in  good  health. 

He  was  born  at  Stoke,  Devonshire,  England,  on 
February  5,  1845.  He  came  to  this  country  at  the 
age  of  18  years  and  settled  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Jef¥ery 
was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Kate  E.  Wray,  of  Chi- 
cago, who  survives  him.  He  also  leaves  two  married 
daughters  and  two  sons. 

Mr.  Jefifery  made  his  fortune  in  the  manufacture  of 
bicycles,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  real  pioneers.  In 
the  late  70's  he  was  a  struggling  inventor  in  Chicago, 
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and  in  a  small  way  was  occupied  with  a  railroad 
velocipede  and  similar  appliances.  In  1878  he  vis- 
ited England  and,  becoming  interested  in  bicycles, 
he  contracted  for  the  necessary  parts  to  assemble  a 
number  of  the  machines  in  this  country.  They  did 
not  arrive  until  the  following  year,  and  meanwhile 
the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  had  produced  the  first  Columbia 
bicycle  and  soon  thereafter  acquired  the  Lallement 
patent  covering  the  crank  and  pedal  action.  Pope 
promptly  instituted  suit  against  an  alleged  infringer 
and  secured  a  verdict  which  required  the  infringer 
to  obtain  a  Pope  license  in  order  to  continue  busi- 
ness. In  1881  Air.  Jefifery  was  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  cycle  parts  and  soon  afterward  he  and  R.  Philip 
Gormully,  an  English  schoolmate  of  Air.  Jefifery 
who  long  had  resided  in  this  country,  came  together, 
and  they  began  the  production  of  the  Ideal  boys' 
bicycles.  The  formation  of  the  firm  of  Gormully  & 
Jeffery  followed  this  procedure  and  peace  with  Pope 
was  arranged  and  for  a  w^hile  Gormully  &  Jeffery 
operated  under  a  Pope  license,  making  the  Ameri- 
can Challenge  and  later  the  American  Champion 
bicycles  and  the  well-known  Rambler.  The  firm 
went  into  the  Trust  in  1899. 

Mr.  Jeflfery  was  a  quiet,  self-contained  man,  an 
inventor  of  many  wheels  and  devices  in  the  bicycle 
line. 


Walter  H.  Jackson,  of  Philadelphia,  writes: — 

''During  the   past   two   months   several  thousand 
new  bicycle   riders   have   appeared   in   Philadelphia, 
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due  to  a  combination  of  spring  and  trolley-strike. 
If  each  Philadelphia  member  would  obtain  a  new 
member  it  would  help  some  to  bring  up  the  mem- 
bership." 


Any  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  who  has  been 
charged  a  fee  for  carrying  his  bicycle,  v/ithin  State 
limits,  as  baggage,  by  the  Boston  &  Maine  or  any 
other  railroad  company  will  please  report  the  same 
to  headquarters  of  the  L.  A.  W.  We  have  had 
complaints  to  this  effect  from  non-members,  but 
these  we  do  not  care  to  take  up.  It  may  be  well  for 
them  to  have  an  object  lesson  regarding  what  would 
happen  should  we  "go  out." 


The  uppercrust  of  society  depends  on  the  dough 
underneath. 


We  are  pubHshing,  this  month,  quite  a  few  pleas- 
ant words  from  renewing  members.  We  have  very 
many  more.  They  testify  to  the  loyalty  of  the  old 
timers  and  their  enthusiasm  they  have  for  the  cause. 
It  is  such  things  as  these  that  make  life  worth  liv- 
ing. The  official  organ  should  be  the  medium 
through  which  members  can  talk  to  each  other,  and 
we  are  letting  them  talk  to  a  purpose. 


Alvey  A.  Adee,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  is 
off  on  his  annual  bicycle  tour  abroad.  He  will  wear 
a  L.  A.  W.  Consul  badge  and  a  League  pin.  He 
writes:  'T  wish  you  could  go  with  me  on  my  trip. 
Some  20,000  miles  of  v/heeling  in  every  region  of 
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France  have  given  me  a  familiarity  with  the  topog- 
raphy and  show-spots  which  few  American  wheel- 
men can  claim.  But  it  is  not  so  much  the  fun  as 
the  healthful  benefit  of  constant  exercise  in  the  open 
air  that  I  go  for.  Last  year  I  covered  2,200  miles 
in  six  weeks.  This  year's  program  calls  for  a  some- 
what shorter  ride,  as  I  shall  be  in  hilly  country  half 
the  time."    Mr.  Adee  confesses  to  68  vears. 


The  venerable  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  is  of¥ 
for  his  annual  bicycle  tour  in  Europe.  Yip — I — 
Adee,  I — aye! — Boston  Herald. 


Dr.  Boggs — I  don't  like  your  temperature. 
Jones — Then  why  in  thunder  did  you  take  it?- 
Chicasfo  News. 


A  banking  expert  figures  that  a  dollar  today  does 
twice  the  work  it  did  three  generations  ago.  Here- 
after let  us  have  mercy  on  the  poor,  overworked 
dollar. 


Out  in  Spokane,  Wash.,  the  authorities  are  exclud- 
ing motor-cycles  from  the  cycle  paths.  It  does  not 
appear  why  the  power  vehicle  is  excluded.  The  old 
law  used  to  provide  that  a  vehicle  had  rights  on  the 
road  if  it  left  the  road,  after  passing  over  it,  in  as 
good  condition  as  when  it  found  it.  Under  this  rule 
it  would  seem  wise  to  let  the  motor  pass  under  speed 
limitations. 


Elliott  Mason  keeps  up  the  habit  of  renewing  and 
he  always  takes  his  good  wife  along.     He  writes: — 
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"Enclosed  is  my  two  spot — so  long  as  I  can  raise 
the  deuce,  it  shall  pay  for  the  renewal  of  self  and 
wife  in  the  L.  A.  W.!  We  are  now  living  in  the 
heart  of  Jersey's  good  roads  and  wheeling  is  a 
greater  pleasure  even  than  'twas  30  years  ago. 

"In  January  I  had  a  good  letter  from  Thomas' 
Stevens,  who  is  now  in  London,  manager  of  the 
Drury  Lane  Theatre.  His  letter  was  full  of  old 
times  and  interesting  incidents.  He  mentioned  the 
fact  that  of  17  white  men  who  dined  together  in 
Stanley's  tent,  where  he  met  him  and  Emin,  the  last 
one  (Jephson)  died  a  few  months  ago — then  leaving 
Stevens  now  the  only  one. 

"Had  a  letter  also  from  Karl  Kron  in  February. 
It  was  dated  from  Honolulu,  where  his  steamer  had 
made  a  stop.  He  and  his  234  Jr.  are  on  Clark's 
Cruise  around  the  World,  and  he  expects  to  be  gone 
two  years.  Old  timers  drop  in  on  me  now  and  then 
and  chat  over  old  times — ^^but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
almost  none  of  them  ever  stride  a  wheel  now." 


Mr.  J.  B.  Dunlop,  inventor  of  the  pneumatic  tire, 
has  presented  the  front  wheel  of  the  first  pneumatic- 
tired  bicycle  to  the  Royal  Scottish  Museum  of  Edin- 
burgh, where  it  has  been  allotted  a  conspicuous  posi- 
tion. This  interesting  relic,  the  forerunner  of  a  vast 
industry,  was  formally  presented  with  considerable 
ceremony.  The  tire,  which  is  still  in  good  condi- 
tion, was  made  in  1888.  The  other,  which  has  been 
lost,  was  sent  to  Paris  in  connection  with  legal  pro- 
ceedings, and  there  disappeared.  The  bicycle  to 
which  these  original  tires  were  fitted  was  used  al- 
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most  daily  for  twelve  months,  and  the  tire  given  to 
the  Scottish  Museum  had  never  been  punctured. 


And  now  comes  a  movement  to  erect  a  statue  to 
Mr.  Dunlop  which  has  been  started  in  Scotland. 
The  statue,  if  erected,  will  probably  be  placed  at 
Dreghorn,  Scotland,  where  Dunlop  was  born.  We 
have  an  idea  that  statues  should  not  be  erected  to 
any  one  during  lifetime,  but  then! 


Dr.  Kempton,  now  of  New  York,  writes: — 
"My,  how  close  together  these  annual  renewals 
are  getting!  They  are  not  like  the  mile  posts  on  a 
long  ride  which  seem  to  get  farther  and  farther 
apart  the  farther  we  go.  I  have  met  several  old 
timers  since  I  came  here,  Fred  Bunnell  King,  Fred 
Atwater  and  W.  J.  Morgan.  I  have  sometimes 
thought  that  perhaps  I  had  devoted  too  much  time 
to  the  cause  of  Cycling,  but  when  I  meet  an  old 
timer  who  has  participated  in  some  of  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  the  early  days  of  cycling  I  am  inclined 
to  feel  rather  glad  that  I  was  numbered  among  those 
who  Tit  and  Bled'  in  the  good  cause. 

"Wishing   you    all   the   good   fortune   possible,    I 
remain  as  ever." 


Several  bicycle  clubs  are  due  to  celebrate  their 
silver  jubilee  this  year  and  others  will  come  along 
next  year.  If  the  clubs  are  alive  they  should  pro- 
ceed to  get  ready.  If  not  alive,  they  should  be 
brought  to  life  for  this  occasion  only. 

The  clubs  of  1885  due  this  year,  later  than  May, 
are  as  follows: — 
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Avondale  of  Cincinnati;  Union  Co.,  N.  J.;  Camden 
Wheelmen;  Hartford  Wheel  Club;  Los  Angeles; 
Montclair,  N.  J.;  Mountain  of  Philipsburg,  Pa.;  Mill- 
ville,  N.  J.;  Niagara  Falls;  Tioga,  Pa.;  Wilkesbarre, 
Pa. 

1886. 

Albany  (N.  Y.)  Wheelmen;  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  Ariel, 
Reading,  Pa.;  Chelsea,  Mass.;  Columbia,  North 
Attleboro,  Mass.;  Century,  Phila. ;  Emporium,  Pa.; 
East  Orange,  N.  J.;  Illinois,  of  Chicago;  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  Pittsburg;  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Charlestown  Rov- 
ers; Rhode  Island  Wheelmen  (?). 

There  are  many  others,  but  they  are  so  far  gone 
out  that  they  have  no  known  one  to  represent  them 
nor  to  read  this  notice.  We  will  gladly  give  further 
statistics  regarding  any  of  these  clubs. 


C.  E.  Herrick  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  sends  a 
donation  of  $4.50  to  the  cause,  saying:  "I  intend  to 
keep  up  my  membership  as  long  as  the  organization 
exists,  or  I  pass  on." 


H.  W.  Warren,  No.  6,  writes  from  Dorchester: 
"You  can't  get  rid  of  me  yet  awhile.  As  long  as 
the  lamp  holds  out  to  burn — this  sinner  plans  to 
return — or  turn  up — every  April — with  the  amount 
of  his  annual  dues.  Wish  I  could  afiford  a  life-mem- 
bership— for  I  intend  to  keep  up  my  membership 
till  1930 — ^joined  in  1880 — want  to  have  a  golden 
wedding  with  the  L.  A.  W.     I  shall  not  be  90  years 
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old  then,  and  hope  I  will  be  able  to  wheel  it — till 
later  than  that." 


George  R.  Bidwell,  who  has  not  been  in  the  lime 
light  for  several  years  is  President  of  the  Utility 
Car  Co.,  incorporated  under  Delaware  laws  with  a 
capital  of  a  million.  The  company  will  manufacture 
a  motor  tricycle  car,  useful  for  parcel  delivery  and 
capable  of  going  15  miles  an  hour.  The  price  will 
be  $500.  It  will  look  somewhat  hke  old  times  to 
see  forceful  George  in  trade. 


Allen  W.  Swan,  of  New  Bedford,  writes: — 

"I  take  pleasure  in  renewing  my  membership  for 
another  year  and  also  in  sending  an  application  for 
my  nephew  and  ward  for  membership.  He  is  16 
years  old  and  has  ridden  since  he  was  a  little  shaver. 
He  will  be  interested,  as  I  am,  in  the  Scrap  Book. 

"How  this  weather  makes  one  long  to  get  out  on 
the  wheel!  Haven't  had  much  opportunity  to  ride 
lately,  but  I  enjoy  it  as  well  as  ever  when  I  do  go 
out.  As  the  years  roll  by,  the  memories  of  the  good 
old  times  grow  more  precious." 


The  Essex  Bicycle  Club  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  held  its 
32d  annual  meeting  on  Saturday  evening,  April  23d. 
The  following  telegram  was  sent:  ''The  Essex  Bi- 
cycle Club,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  now  holding  its  thirty- 
second  annual  meeting,  by  unanimous  vote-  extends 
hearty  greetings  to  its  elder  brother,  the  Boston 
Bicycle  Club.  May  its  future  be  as  glorious  as  its 
past  has  been  successful." 
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C.  P.  Buchanan,  of  Pittsburg,  writes: — 

"Was  surprised  and  delighted  to  see  in  the  Scrap 
Book  that  some  of  the  old  timers  about  Cincinnati 
are  freshening  up  their  memories. 

"Ed.  Toy,  one  of  the  Kenton  Co.  (Ky.)  wheelmen 
called  the  other  evening  and  when  I  showed  him 
the  notice  about  the  Brighton  reunion  it  started  a 
long  line  of  reminiscences  of  the  old  days  in  Ken- 
tucky on  the  good  old  ordinary  and  how  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Brighton  club  in  their  natty  uniforms 
were  the  ideal  and  envy  of  his  young  heart. 

"My!  one  such  evening  more  than  compensatv^s 
for  the  cost  of  maintaining  our  membership;  and 
this  is  only  one  of  the  benefits. 

"Trusting  the  old  guard  may  hang  together  for 
many  years  yet,  I  am,  etc." 


The  fellow  with  money  to  burn  never  has  any  in- 
surance on  it. 


ABBOT  BASSETT. 

Known  by  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
Loved  by  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
Served  the  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
Paid  by  one  hundred  thousand  men — 
Half  enough  to  live  on. 

I  propose  a  memorial  that  I  am  sure  Brother  Bassett  will 
not  object  to,  which  is:  Let  every  one  that  knows  him, 
every  one  who  has  been  benefited  by  him,  every  one  that 
respects  and  loves  him  send  in  five  or  more  subscriptions  to 
Bassett's  Scrap  Book  at  fifty  cents  a  year. 

There  isn't  an  old  L.  A.  W.  member  in  the  country  but 
what  would  gladly  hand  out  fifty  cents.  Ask  them  for  it, 
in  the  car,  in  the  ofiice,  on  the  street,  in  church  or  any  other 
place  you  meet  them.     I  invite   Brother  Bassett  to   give  a 
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little    space    each   month    crediting   us    old   timers   with   the 
number  of  subscribers  obtained  and  sent  in. 

I  could  not  close  without  saying  that  of  all  honors  be- 
stowed on  me  by  my  fellow  beings  none  are  remembered 
with  so  many  pleasant  incidents  and  prized  so  highly  as  that 
of  having  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  L.  A.  W. 

Respectfully, 

Horatio  S.  Earle. 

(Enclosed  four  subscriptions  at  50  cents  each.) 
[These  personal   allusions   are  very   flattering  but   some- 
what embarrassing. — Bassett.] 


EX-PRESIDENT  EARLE. 

I  admire  the  act  of  "M.  S.  T."  in  sending  in  his  five 
dollars  as  per  his  letter  of  last  month,  but  I'll  not  forget 
those  loyal  L.  A.  W.'s  who  in  1901  came  forward  with  their 
ten  spots  which  made  it  possible  for  the  officers  to  pay  off 
the  indebtedness  which  permitted  this  sentiment  abounding 
organization  to  live.  Neither  do  I  forget  that  many  of 
those  life  members  take  pleasure  in  contributing  as  yearly 
members  as  well  and  they  will  as  long  as  Bassett  will  hold 
us  in  touch  with  each  other  by  his  monthly — welcome  Scrap 
Book. 


PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Practically  every  well-known  magazine  in  the  field  has 
advanced  its  wholesale  price  this  season,  and  cutting  prices, 
except  as  magazines  are  clubbed  is  absolutely  forbidden, 
except  in  a  few  instances.  Every  magazine  is  classed  by  a 
number  which  fixes  its  basic  price. 

We  publish  a  list  of  the  best  sellers  with  their  class  num- 
bers. To  form  a  club,  add  up  the  club  numbers,  multiply 
the  result  by  five  and  add  our  profit,  which  is  ten  cents  for 
each  magazine.  Thus  McClure,  20;  JReview  of  Reviews,  30; 
Smart  Set,  30;  total  list,  $7.50.  Add  class  numbers,  80,  mul- 
tiply by  5,  $4;  add  30  cents.     This  club  figures  at  $4.30. 

Many  of  the  magazines  have  special  clubs.  Those  who 
want  periodicals  not  included  in  list  below  will  do  well  to 
send  for  our  prices.  There  are  many  combinations  to  be 
made  besides  the  regular  ones. 


\ 
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